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LOS ANGELES: The judge who halted President
Donald Trump’s revised travel ban on refugees and
arrivals from six mainly Muslim countries has
extended his order, dealing another blow to the
White House. After a hearing lasting several hours,
US District Judge Derrick Watson in Hawaii said
Wednesday he had turned his original temporary
restraining order into a preliminary injunction.
Such an injunction generally has no set expiration
date, said Hawaii state Attorney General Doug
Chin, meaning Trump will be barred from enforcing
the ban while it is contested in court.

The US Justice Department is expected to
appeal to the US 9th Circuit Court of Appeals.
Hawaii was the first of several US states to sue
over the amended ban. Trump has said his pro-
posed travel ban is needed to preserve US nation-
al  security and keep out terrorists intent on doing
harm to Americans.

The government had asked Watson to limit his
first ruling to just the part of the order involving the
six Muslim countries-Somalia, Iran, Syria, Sudan,
Libya and Yemen, the New York Times reported.

Justice Department attorney Chad Readler
argued before the judge that the refugee resettle-
ment restriction had no effect on far-flung Hawaii,
the paper said. But Watson rejected the argument.
He said 20 refugees had been accepted in Hawaii
since 2010, the Times said. 

Widespread protests 
Watson’s first order suspending enforcement of

Trump’s amended ban was issued March 15 — a
day before it was to go into effect. Trump’s first ban
and the revised one have both been criticized as
amounting to a ban on entry of Muslims into the
US. Hawaii’s attorney general Chin praised the new
court ruling. 

“With a preliminary injunction in place, people
in Hawaii with family in the six affected Muslim-
majority countries - as well as Hawaii students, trav-
elers, and refugees across the world - face less
uncertainty,” he said. 

“While we understand that the president may
appeal, we believe the court’s well-reasoned deci-
sion will be affirmed,” he added in a statement. In
his first order, Watson ruled it was plausible “to
conclude that targeting these countries likewise
targets Islam” given their Muslim populations rang-
ing from 90.7 percent to 99.8 percent.

If the Justice Department appeals the latest rul-
ing it will be heard in the same San Francisco-based
court that upheld a halt to Trump’s first travel ban
in February after a judge in Seattle ruled against it.

The ban aims to close US borders to nationals of
Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen for 90
days, and all refugees for at least 120 days.  Iraq was
included in the original ban but then was removed
in the revision. — AFP

US judge blocks Trump travel ban again

HONOLULU: Hawaii Attorney General Douglas Chin speaks outside federal court in Honolulu, on Wednesday. A federal judge in Hawaii questioned government attorneys Wednesday
who urged him to narrow his order blocking President Donald Trump’s travel ban because suspending the nation’s refugee program has no effect on the state. — AP

ROME: Three men from Kosovo and an
unidentified minor have been arrested
in Venice on suspicion of plotting to
blow up the city’s celebrated Rialto
Bridge, Italian police said yesterday.

“With all the unbelievers there are
in Venice, you put a bomb under the
Rialto and you go straight to heaven,”
one of the alleged jihadist plotters said
in a wiretapped conversation, said
Adelchi d’Ippolito, the Venice prosecu-
tor in charge of the case. “That was
one the most worrying and alarming
remarks we heard,” he said at a press
conference, revealing that the group
had been under surveillance since last
year. The suspects were detained in an
overnight sweep carried out after it
was established that they had under-
gone “religious radicalization”, accord-
ing to a police statement.

Raids were conducted at 12 loca-
tions in the historic centre of the city,
which is a magnet for millions of visi-

tors from around the world. D’Ippolito
said the suspects appeared to have
been studying how to build explosives
but did not have the necessary com-
ponents for making a bomb.

“There was a lot of talk about
unconditional support to ISIS (the
Islamic State group). It wasn’t just the-
ory and dogma,” d’Ippolito said of the
wiretaps. They were also envisioning
moving on to “planning and projects”,
he said. Interior Minister Marco Minniti
praised the police for what he called
“an  important success in our terrorism
prevention effort.”

The Rialto Bridge is the oldest of the
four bridges that span Venice’s Grand
Canal, first built at the end of the 12th
century. The current bridge, an arched
stone construction which dates from
the late  16th century, is one of the
best-known landmarks in the floating
city and its walkways are frequently
packed with tourists. — AFP
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