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KUWAIT: The arrival of social media applications and web-
sites has revolutionized the way people interact on the
internet and in recent years and these tools were put to use
in facilitating donations and the documentation of humani-
tarian efforts. With a few clicks and swipes, people donating
for humanitarian causes could select the amount of money
they were willing to spend and make sure that their dona-
tion reached those who are in need for aid. A number of
humanitarian workers, volunteers, and enthusiasts said that
they became more informed about humanitarian causes
through social media.  

What made it interesting to them was the fact that with lit-
tle effort, people could make a tremendous difference on the
ground by donating money online and promoting causes. The
social media, used in the correct way, will create a sense of
trust between donors and humanitarian aid organizations,
Farhan Al-Enizi said. Before the advent of social media, people
were a bit wary when it came to donating money, Al-Enizi
revealed. He affirmed that the social media made it more safe
to participate in humanitarian efforts due to the “in the
moment” aspect that these cyber tools bring to the table.

Some people were inspired by social media’s humanitarian
activists as in the case of Ahmad Al-Daihani who affirmed that he
got interested in carrying out relief aid efforts after following
social media account of an aid worker.  He stressed that social
media established this direct connection amongst people that
official channels rarely provide, adding that this was the most
prominent feature of these applications. The sense of trust in
social media’s humanitarian message is not only a matter of
interest locally; activists in other countries share the same view-
point. Saudi Arwa Al-Braik said that she used social media to help
her in carrying out humanitarian efforts in the capital Riyadh.

Social media encourages volunteers to head out there and
make a difference, said Al-Braik, adding that these cyber tools
enabled her to get involved in local humanitarian efforts in
Saudi Arabia. Al-Braik’s compatriot, Sheikha Al-Oujan said that
social media made her aware of the grave humanitarian catas-
trophes and wars that were ravaging the world. Social media
evoked a sense of purpose beyond the regular relief aid chan-
nels, she said, adding that experiencing things on a personal
level made it imperative for people to standup and help fellow
human beings. —KUNA

Social media facilitates charity efforts: Activists

KUWAIT: The decision to shut down
Kuwait’s long-running Shuaiba refinery
was the result of thorough studies that
found the facility to be unfit for business,
Minister of Oil Essam Al-Marzouq said
yesterday.  Speaking to the press, Al-
Marzouq,  who is  also Minister  of
Electricity and Water, said that the deci-
sion to close the refinery is largely an
economical one and that the establish-
ment will still be used to store oil prod-
ucts. Moreover, he noted that the coun-
try seeks to boost its oil refining capacity

to meet the growing needs of the local
market ,  adding that  the closure of
Shuaiba refinery will not be detrimental
to oil production.

On future projects, he said that Kuwait
will sign a deal to partner with Oman’s
Duqm refinery, which has a capacity of
200,000 barrels per day, on April 10th. On
a related note, the Minister of Oil said
that Kuwait  National  Petroleum
Company’s (KNPC) “Clean Fuel Project”
would be 84 percent complete by the
end of the month, with an expected total

cost of four billion Kuwait Dinars ($13 bil-
lion). He also pointed out that an ad hoc
committee tasked with monitoring the
progress of an OPEC decision to slash oil
production is not looking into ways to
extend the accord, as such decisions are
left to the discretion of OPEC oil minis-
ters, who are set to meet on May 26th. 

Soaring gas demand 
Meanwhile,  Kuwait  National

Petroleum Company (KNPC) CEO
Mohammad Al-Mutairi said yesterday
Kuwait’s Mina Al-Ahmadi Refinery will
meet the growing need for gasoline con-
sumption with Shuaiba refinery out of
the picture. In a statement to the press,
Al-Mutairi said that Mina Al-Ahmadi refin-
ery features two units for gasoline pro-
duction, in addition to a third for gas
compounds.  Moreover,  he said that
KNPC’s refining capacity would be
746,000 barrels per day (bpd) after the
closure of the long-running Shuaiba
refinery, a figure that largely hinges on
the needs of the local market. He pointed
out that after KNPC’s “Clean Fuel Project”
comes to fruition next year, the compa-
ny’s refining capacity will be boosted to
801,000 bpd. The KNPC CEO also spoke of
plans to import fuel oil as local fuel con-
sumption has skyrocketed. On plans to
privatize fuel stations, he said that “it is
still tentative at this point” and that the
company fully supports the country’s pri-
vate sector. —Agencies

Shuaiba refinery closed

Crime
R e p o r t

Men driving 
recklessly arrested

KUWAIT: Three young men were arrested for driving recklessly
and insulting police officers. Two police officers were patrolling
Bayan area at dawn and saw the three behaving recklessly, so
they stopped the men. While charges of suspected drunken-
ness were being prepared, the three verbally insulted the patrol
men and threatened to hurt them. All three were detained for
further legal action, and their cars impounded.

Man caught at airport

Capital detectives arrested an Egyptian before he was able
to leave Kuwait Airport after running over another
Egyptian, while driving a heavy duty machine to pave
streets, without having a license to drive it.

Hit and run fatality

The body of an unknown person was recovered by the
coroner after being run over by a citizen near Jahra hospi-
tal. Police will try to identify him through his finger prints.

Jabriya attack
Six men beat a citizen in Jabriya, then damaged his car
before escaping. The citizen told police that the six
stopped him in Jabriya, pulled him out of the car beat him,
then insulted him verbally, then used sticks, smashing his
car before escaping.

Man killed in car crash

A bedoon was killed and his three children injured during a
two car collision on Fifth Ring Road near Ardhiya area. Fire
men had to cut through metal to get the injured out. 

Stone thrower sought

Jahra detectives are searching for a man who throws stones at
expat cars to force them to stop, then he beat and robs them. A
security source said a Pakistani told Naeem police that a man was
throwing stones at his car so he stopped to see what was going
on, then suspect beat him and took KD 655 before escaping. The
source said an Indian came an hour later and told them a man
threw stones at him, and gave descriptions of the suspect.

Detective sentenced

The misdemeanors court sentenced a detective from
Sulaibkhat to one month in jail for detaining a citizen without
any legal reason. The victim’s lawyer said the officer forced
the citizen to sit in his car after tying his hands behind his
back, then once at the police station he slapped the man
across the face, and another detective put his feet up and
beat him nearly 30 times.Minister of Oil Essam Al-Marzouq during the Shuaiba refinery’s closure.


