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conspiracy theories

In cold blood
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By Badrya Darwish

W
hat changes people and makes them so cold blood-
ed lately? The story of this Ethiopian maid who fell
and is all over the social media today in Kuwait is

shocking. It’s bizarre, I don’t understand. I watched the video
100 times and I can’t figure it out. Her employer (called
kafeela) was standing right there and could have helped the
lady but instead she was busy videotaping the maid as she
hung from the window by her fingers, screaming for help. 

Then her boss tells the maid in a cool voice, “you crazy,
come back”. 

What? That’s all? You couldn’t put the phone down and
try to catch her hands and pull her to safety? This actually

reflected against the sponsor, thank God, because now she is
accused that she did not help save the woman. 

By the way, some other video was quickly published in
defense of the sponsor, showing a dark skinned woman slap-
ping a baby. The posters claimed that the video showed the
same maid earlier in a way intended to defend the sponsor
for not helping the maid as she fell from the window. 

But it’s not clear that the two women are the same. 
And the other point, which is more important, I have to

ask, is who videotaped the woman slapping the baby? You
can tell from the video that it was done with someone hold-
ing a phone, not by hidden camera. And if this same maid

was slapping the baby, why wasn’t the police called and she
arrested earlier? Why leave her hanging on the edge of a
window to fall?

Luckily the maid survived.  But many questions remain. 
Maybe she was trying to commit suicide? But there was a

big chance for her boss to help her. Even if she didn’t save
her, she shouldn’t have ben videotaping in cold blood.

I’m sure the Ministry of Interior investigators and the pub-
lic prosecution will investigate fully to know the details of
this horror.

What? That’s all? You couldn’t put the phone down and try to catch her hands

and pull her to safety? This actually reflected against the sponsor, thank God,

because now she is accused that she did not help save the woman.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Medical examinations for Filipino
workers bound to Kuwait will now revert back
to its original process using the regional
screening agreed through the GAMCA.
Speaking with the Kuwait Times, an official
from the Philippines Embassy confirmed the
old scheme would be resumed after the sus-
pension of a controversial new contract that
limited medical screening to eight clinics only. 

“I still don’t have the official report from
Manila about this issue, so I cannot categori-
cally and 100 percent explain what happened.
But what I know, just this week, Kuwait has
agreed to conduct again its medical checks
through the GAMCA (Gulf Approved Medical

Centers Association),” the official said. 
The problem began last summer when the

Kuwait Embassy, in cooperation with the
Philippines Ministry of Health, issued a new
contract accrediting only eight clinics in
Manila to process all screenings for workers
coming to Kuwait. The new contract drastical-
ly raised the costs of the medical screenings
and created a backlog of workers waiting to
come to Kuwait. 

Medical exams through GAMCA accredited
clinics cost around P250 (Philippine pesos)
but the new eight clinics were charging an
exorbitant P8,400 (pesos). As a result, the cost
of hiring Filipino domestic helpers was passed
on to sponsors in Kuwait, with prices rising
from KD 800 to KD 1,300 to hire a helper. Both

the domestic recruitment labor offices here
and many workers as well as sponsors com-
plained of the higher costs. 

Some recruitment agencies and officials
claimed that the measure was implemented
by some parties intended to monopolize
and profit from the process of bringing
maids to Kuwait. 

The Kuwait Embassy in the Philippines
implemented the new regulations in August
2016, awarding the medical screening to a
limited number of clinics being run by
Winston Q8 Certification Solutions Inc. - a firm
registered here and in the Philippines. The
new contract created an uproar in Manila and
dramatically slowed the process of deploy-
ment for workers to Kuwait. 

As a result, on 9 March, the government
in the Philippines suspended the new con-
tract and the GAMCA clinic process was
restored. But the time lag created another
slowdown in processing of paperwork for
Filipinos with jobs in Kuwait. Some worried
that there was a ‘ban’ implemented on send-
ing Filipinos to Kuwait. 

“There is no ban on sending Filipino work-
ers to Kuwait, perhaps, the problem was the
result of the suspension of some clinics,” the
embassy official clarified. 

GAMCA approved clinics total nearly 30 in
the Philippines and with the resumption of
medical checks through these clinics, the flow
of Filipino workers to Kuwait should resume
as normal. 

Medical exams for Filipino workers back to GAMCA

Gulf expedition discovered 14 graves and a big water well.

KUWAIT: Sabbiya, an area in northeast of Kuwait, bears witness
to human life and civilizations that existed in this historic area
thousands of years ago. Sabbiya, 50 kilometers from Al-Jahra
City, includes historic sites and ancient archaeological relics,
some of them dating back to the Ubaid civilization, which was
one of the first civilizations in earth. Sabbiya was named after
the Sabba sect who lived in Kuwait half a century ago. The

Sabba were skilled in melting and manufacturing of gold. Their
name was similar to the name of their religion, explained
Abdullah bin Nasser, a historian and researcher in Kuwait’s histo-
ry. Bin Nasser said Sabbiya witnessed three historic periods; the
first was the Stone Age where the Ubaid civilization lived 4,500-
5,500 BC. The civilization was named after a small hill known as
Ubaid Hill. He said evidence of life was also found. Archaeologists
found tools used by humans 7,300 years ago, foremost the “raha,”
a tool consisting of rocks used to crush seeds.

The skull of a human being who lived 4,000 BC was found as
well. Bin Nasser said archaeologists also found a boat and a pearl,
two necklaces made of sea shells, as well as colorful pottery
pieces dated to 5,000 BC.  A recent discovery was of a footprint of
a human being. Bin Nasser noted discovery of a rock, called the
Rock of Mudeera, which has drawings of some animals which
resembled herding in ancient times. The historian said the second
age in Sabbiya was the Bronze Age, which acquired this name
because humans back then used metals. Bin Nasser said a Gulf
expedition discovered 14 graves and a big water well. 

People from the Islamic Age also lived in Sabbiya. Bin
Nasser said a Kuwait team of archaeologists discovered
remains of a fortress with a wall around 30 meter-long. In
each of the four corners is a round-shape tower. The fortress
was believed to be the Kadhema Fortress, which was famous
in the Islamic culture. Historians wrote about Kadhema, a dis-
tinguished feature in Sabbiya, when they mentioned the his-
tory of this particular region. — KUNA

Sabbiya - witness to
ancient civilizations 

Sabbiya, an area in northeast of Kuwait bears witness to
human life and civilizations that existed thousands of years
ago. — KUNA Photos


