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l if e st yle

The French artist who recently spent a
week entombed inside a rock will
attempt an even more bizarre feat yes-

terday-sitting on a dozen eggs until they
hatch. Abraham Poincheval aims to become a
"human hen" by sitting and laying on the
eggs inside a glass vitrine at a Paris modern
art museum until the chicks emerge. The per-
formance, called "Egg", could last three to four
weeks, with the artist getting only a half-hour
break every 24 hours to keep him from crack-
ing. He will eat a special diet rich in ginger so
he can keep the eggs at a minimum of 37
degrees Celsius (98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). 

Poincheval, 44, made headlines earlier this
month after declaring his seven days inside a
rock a mind-altering "trip".  This time he will
wear a specially made traditional Korean cape
to cover his nest and keep the eggs snug. He
has also designed a special "laying table" to
stop him from crushing the eggs accidentally.
Poincheval said he had been inspired by a
tragicomic short story by the French writer
Guy de Maupassant. In "Toine", a bad-tem-
pered farmer's wife gets revenge on her idle
bon vivant husband by using his body to
keep her chickens' eggs warm when he is
paralysed by a mysterious malady. 

While Poincheval described his time inside
the limestone rock as blissful, he acknowl-
edged that sitting on the eggs had him wor-
ried. "I have never been so directly exposed to
the public before. Usually I am inside some-
thing. But every performance is a first," he
told AFP. "Being inside the rock didn't bother
me at all," he added. "Normally there is a
moment when your anxiety mounts, but with

the rock that didn't happen. I was almost anx-
ious about not being anxious," he said. After
talking to geologists, he put that down to the
"extreme calmness" of the limestone. "I
learned it had been  laid down gently, layer
by layer, over thousands of years, and had
never been tormented."

Monkey King 
Even though the rock is also egg-shaped,

Poincheval said the two performances at the
Palais de Tokyo museum were not directly
linked.  However, when he emerged from the
rock, Chinese students told him the story of
Sun Wukong, the Monkey King who was born
from a stone egg. If he manages to stick out
his latest challenge, Poincheval said the
hatched chicks "will go and live with my par-
ents" in the west of France.  His father,
Christian, a bowler-hatted inventor, is best
known for coming up with pills that make
flatulence smell of roses and even chocolate.

Often described as France's most extreme
artist, Poincheval is no stranger to bizarre per-
formances. He once spent a fortnight inside a
stuffed bear eating worms and insects; was
buried under a rock for eight days; and navi-
gated France's Rhone river inside a giant
corked bottle. He also spent a week last year
on top of a 20-metre (65-foot) pole outside a
Paris train station. His big dream, however, is
to walk on the clouds.

"I have been working on it for five years,
but it is not quite there yet," he said. — AFP

The World Video Game Hall of Fame's 2017
finalists span decades and electronic plat-
forms, from the 1981 arcade classic

"Donkey Kong" that launched Mario's plumbing
career to the 2006 living room hit "Wii Sports,"
that made gamers out of grandparents. The hall
of fame at The Strong museum in Rochester
said Tuesday that 12 video games are under
consideration for induction in May. They also
include: "Final Fantasy VII," ''Halo: Combat
Evolved," ''Microsoft Windows Solitaire," ''Mortal
Kombat," ''Myst," ''Pokemon Red and Green,"
''Portal," ''Resident Evil," ''Street Fighter II" and
"Tomb Raider."

The finalists were chosen from thousands of
nominations from more than 100 countries, said
museum officials, who will rely on an internation-
al committee of video game scholars and jour-
nalists to select the 2017 class. The winners will
be inducted May 4. "What they all have in com-
mon is their undeniable impact on the world of
gaming and popular culture," said Jon-Paul
Dyson, director of The Strong's International
Center for the History of Electronic Games."

The hall of fame recognizes electronic games
that have achieved icon status and geographi-
cal reach, and that have influenced game
design or popular culture. The class of 2017 will
be the third group to go into the young hall,
joining "DOOM," ''Grand Theft Auto III," ''The
Legend of Zelda," ''The Oregon Trail," ''Pac-Man,"
''Pong," ''The Sims," ''Sonic the Hedgehog,"
''Space Invaders," Tetris, "World of Wardcraft,"
and "Super Mario Bros.," whose title character
got his start in this year's "Donkey Kong" entry.
More about this year's finalists, according The
Strong:

• "Donkey Kong" (1981): Helped to launch
the career of game designer Shigeru
Miyamoto and sold an estimated 132,000
arcade cabinets.

• "Final Fantasy VII" (1997): The Sony
Playstation's second-most popular game
introduced 3-D computer graphics and
full motion video, selling more than 10
million units.

• "Halo: Combat Evolved" (2001): A launch
game for Microsoft's Xbox system, the sci-
ence-fiction game sold more than 6 million
copies and inspired sequels, spin-offs, nov-

els, comic books and action figures.

• "Microsoft Windows Solitaire" (1991):
Based on a centuries-old card game, it has
been installed on more than 1 billion home
computers and other machines since debut-
ing on Windows 3.0.

• "Mortal Kombat" (1992): The game's real-
istic violence was debated internationally
and in Congress and was a factor in the
1994 creation of the Entertainment
Software Rating Board.

• "Myst" (1993): The slow-paced, contempla-

tive game harnessed early CD-ROM technol-
ogy and became the best-selling computer
game in the 1990s, selling 6 million copies.

• "Pokemon Red and Green" (1996): Since
appearing on the Nintendo Game Boy, the
Pokemon phenomenon has produced more
than 260 million copies of its games, 21.5
billion trading cards, more than 800 televi-
sion episodes and 17 movies.

• "Portal" (2007): The Game Developers
Conference's 2008 Game of the Year was the

breakout hit out of the four first-person
shooter games it was packaged with, recog-
nized for game mechanics that relied on
portal physics.

• "Resident Evil" (1996): Among spin-offs
of the survival horror game are movies
that have grossed more than $1.2 billion
worldwide, as well as themed restaurants
and novels.

• "Street Fighter II" (1991): One of the top-
selling arcade games ever helped spark an
arcade renaissance in the 1990s and
inspired numerous sequels.

• "Tomb Raider" (1996): Its female protago-
nist, Lara Croft, is the face of a franchise that
has sold more than 58 million units world-
wide, helped in part by actress Angelina
Jolie's movie portrayal.

• "Wii Sports" (2006): Launched with the
Nintendo Wii home video game system, its
motion-control technology let gamers of
any age serve a tennis ball or throw a left
hook and helped push Wii console sales to
more than 100 million.

French 'human hen' artist has

a crack at hatching eggs

French artist Abraham Poincheval sits on real chicken eggs until they hatch at the Palais
de Tokyo yesterday in Paris. — AFP

World Video Game Hall of
Fame names 2017 finalists 

In this March 16, 2017 photo provided by The Strong museum, the 12 finalists for induction this
year into The Strong museum's World Video Game Hall of Fame are pictured at the museum in
Rochester, New York. — AP

Monster trucks, hip-hop dancing and Game of Thrones all
have one surprising thing in common now: Saudi Arabia.
The kingdom, which bans movie theaters and other

entertainment venues, is challenging its ultraconservative image
and loosening the reins on fun by opening its doors to live shows,
including some American ones.

Clerics and many citizens still consider it all very sinful, but the
growing entertainment scene has a powerful backer - the second-
in-line to the throne. Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman's support is key to this cultural push, which also means
the fun is tightly controlled. Still, it's a notable shift from just a few
years ago, when the religious police - known as the Muttawa-
would shoo women out of malls for wearing bright nail polish,
insist restaurants turn off music and break up gatherings where
unrelated men and women were mixing.

Last year, the Muttawa were ordered to soften their approach
and their powers were curtailed. Though most Saudis voluntarily
adhere to the country's Islamic mores, there are plenty who are
happy to embrace reforms - or what could also be seen as a return
to the more relaxed era of the 1980s, when music concerts were
performed. The recent all-male concert of Saudi singer
Mohammed Abdu was both nostalgic and groundbreaking. He
had not performed in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, since the late
1980s. History is also being made. The first ever Comic-Con event
in Saudi Arabia drew thousands of spectators in February in the
Red Sea city of Jiddah.

Black veils
Fans dressed up as their favorite Marvel characters. Actors

Julian Glover and Charles Dance - Grand Maester Pycelle and
Tywin Lannister from HBO's Game of Thrones - made an
appearance. Rock music blared in the halls. For most of the
event men and women were not segregated - a surprising
departure from the norm in schools, universities, mosques,
restaurants and the many Starbucks and Pizza Huts across the
country. Though women must dress in loosely-fitted, long
robes and most cover their hair and face with black veils, there
was a female-only area at Comic-Con for those dressed up in
colorful superhero costumes.

Moiz Muqri has been collecting comic books since the 1990s,
when there was little else to do in the kingdom. "An event like
Comic-Con, I could not have imagined it happening in Saudi

Arabia five years ago," said the 37-year-old resident of Jiddah,
who wore a Spiderman hoodie to the event. "It is a seismic shift
what has happened in the last two, three years." The event was a
step too far for some. It drew backlash from tens of thousands of
Saudis on Twitter, including the prominent imam of the Prophet
Muhammad's mosque in Medina.

Sheikh Hussein Al-Sheikh denounced the event for its life-
size statues and its glorification of mystical superheroes, seen
as a form of idolatry. He said it was "shameful that there be
such events sponsored by an official entity," and called for a
boycott. Within weeks his Twitter account was deleted without
explanation - a reminder that speaking out against the govern-
ment remains a red line. The official arm behind these events is
the General Entertainment Authority, created last year as part
of a wider effort by the deputy crown prince to diversify the
oil-driven economy.

Saudi tourism money
A major aim is to keep some of the Saudi tourism money

spent abroad each year in the country. The National Committee

for Tourism says Saudis spent $35 billion abroad in 2015. The
Entertainment Authority wants to double what Saudi families
currently spend on entertainment in the kingdom by 2030. Saudi
Arabia is also in talks to open a Six Flags theme park. Another aim
is to appease the country's majority youth, who - unlike older
generations- have unrestricted access to the world through their
smartphones. One of the first shows to perform under this new
banner was iLuminiate, a performance that fuses hip-hop dance
with electrified glow-in-the-dark suits.

Several thousand men and women packed halls in Riyadh
and Jiddah in October to watch the dancers perform to Michael
Jackson, Bruno Mars and Missy Elliott hits. Egyptian-American
creator Miral Kotb, a software engineer and dancer, said she was
approached to bring the show to Saudi Arabia by the company
Live Entertainment with support from the government. "They
wanted something that would be family-friendly... so people are
dancing in the dark and it is a pretty, I guess, conservative show
as far as the movements," she said. There were a few women on
stage, but there was no way to know who was doing what
because the dancers were dressed in special suits and perform-

ing in the dark. Kotb says they took out hip movements and
changed the costumes to look more conservative.

Crowds were loud and excited. "They were hungry for it," Kotb
said. There are still no plans for movie theaters, but an evening
with American movie star Al Pacino may take place in May,
according to the Entertainment Authority's website. Also sched-
uled for 2017 is a performance by Blue Man group, a comedy play,
a poetry recital and drag racing. Previously, Saudi Arabia hosted
WWE wrestling matches for male-only crowds. This month, the all-
American Monster Jam truck show roared in Riyadh. Tens of thou-
sands showed up to watch the massive, four-meter-tall (13 feet)
monster trucks fly across pits and dunes. Female drivers, mechan-
ics and spectators were not allowed. The kingdom bars women
from driving. "You respect their religion and their beliefs and they
really didn't seem to have a problem with us," said Monster Jam
driver Randy Brown, a native of North Carolina. "It was unbeliev-
able how excited they were to have us there," Brown said. "It was
an experience that I wouldn't trade for anything." — AP

In this file photo, a visitor walks past a banner showing Latifa, Saudi super
woman character, during the Saudi Comic Con (SCC) which is the first event of its
kind to be held in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia. — AFP photos

File photo shows a visitor films at the Star Wars exhibition, an American epic
space franchise, centered on a film series, during the Saudi Comic Con (SCC)
which is the first event of its kind to be held in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia.

File photo, a visitor takes pictures at the entrance of the female section,
during the Saudi Comic Con (SCC) which is the first event of its kind to be
held in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia.

With monster trucks and Comic-Con, Saudis defy killjoy image

File photo shows a man wears a Captain America costume
representing a fictional superhero appearing in American
comic books published by Marvel Comics, during the
Saudi Comic Con (SCC) which is the first event of its kind to
be held in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia.

File photo shows a man wearing a mask gestures during
the Saudi Comic Con (SCC) which is the first event of its
kind to be held in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia.

File photo shows a man wearing a donkey mask acts, dur-
ing the Saudi Comic Con (SCC) which is the first event of its
kind to be held in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia.


