
PARIS: A decade after a bike crash that left an
American man paralyzed from the shoulders
down, he can again feed himself, researchers hail-
ing a medical first reported yesterday. The remark-
able advance hinges on a prosthesis which circum-
vents rather than repairs his spinal injury, using
wires, electrodes as well as computer software to
reconnect the severed link between his brain and
muscles. “To our knowledge, this is the first
instance in the world of a person with severe and
chronic paralysis directly using their own brain
activity to move their own arm and hand to per-
form functional movements,” lead study author
Bolu Ajiboye of Case Western Reserve University in
the United States said. The study’s only patient, 56-
year-old Bill Kochevar, has two surgically-implant-
ed clusters of electrodes-each no bigger than a
baby aspirin-in his head to read his brain signals,
which are interpreted by a computer. 

His muscles then receive their instructions from
electrodes in his arm. After around ten years of
immobility, this has allowed Kochevar to sip coffee,
scratch his nose and eat mashed potatoes in labo-
ratory tests. To overcome gravity that would other-
wise prevent him from raising his limb, Kochevar
uses a mobile support, which is also under his
brain’s control, according to the study published in
The Lancet medical journal. Though the prosthesis
remains experimental, the researchers hope their
work will one day help people with paralysis do
daily tasks on their own.

Groundbreaking, but   
Scientists are seeking, but have not found, a

way to mend spinal cord injuries that result in
paralysis. In the meantime, they are developing
work-around solutions that reconnect the brain to
the body’s muscles. Previous efforts have also used
prostheses. One reported on last year was linked to

electrodes on the skin that helped an American
man, Ian Burkhart, with less severe paralysis open
and close his hand, the authors said. Other meth-
ods allow participants to control a robotic arm
using their thoughts. 

For Kochevar the process of learning to use the
prosthesis started by him practicing with a simula-
tion of an arm that appeared on a screen. From
there he quickly progressed to using his mind to
direct the movements of his arm. During the train-
ing he told researchers: “I just think ‘out’... and it
goes.” But the technology has limitations, including
that Kochevar needs to watch his arm at all times
in order to control it. This is because he has lost his
intuitive sense of his limb’s movements and loca-

tion, known as proprioception, due to the paraly-
sis, according to the scientists. 

Kochevar became a quadriplegic when he
crashed his bicycle into the back of a truck on a
rainy day, which was about eight years before the
electrodes were implanted in his brain in 2014. The
hope brought by the study have had a profound
impact. “For somebody who’s been injured eight
years and couldn’t move, being able to move just
that little bit is awesome to me,” Kochevar said. “It’s
better than I thought it would be.” A lot of work
remains before this prosthesis could be widely
used. “This study is groundbreaking,” wrote Steve
Perlmutter of the University of Washington in a
piece commenting on the case.  —AFP 
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KUWAIT: New Mowasat Hospital won the
Golden Award for outstanding perform-
ance in the field of Health, Safety and
Environment, Corporate Social
Responsibility, and the first place in the lev-
el of Private Sector in Kuwait. This award is
provided annually by Kuwait National
Petroleum Company (KNPC) to highlight
the outstanding companies and institu-
tions in the fields of sustainability in both
Public and Private sectors in Kuwait. 

“The award by KNPC aims to raise the
standards of Health, Safety and
Environment, as well as corporate social
responsibility at the local level by encour-
aging community groups and various
NGOs to highlight their sustainable proj-
ects,” said Aliaa Al-Sayed, Business
Development and Marketing Manager at
the Hospital in a Press Release. She praised
the wide participation and honest compe-
tition among many institutions and enti-
ties whose projects and initiatives for
social responsibility were reviewed by her. 

She added that the report obtained by
Mowasat Hospital is considered one of the
highest percentages on the private level.
“Our social activities are of our utmost con-
cern and we always strive to be the best as
we are always present in all different sec-
tors such as banks, ministries, schools of all
types as well as private companies.” She
stated that the hospital is proud of this
new achievement added to its achieve-
ments and giving it the leadership and
excellence at the local and regional level as
an integrated hospital combining the qual-
ity of health services they put in the first
concern and the social initiatives and proj-
ects they consider as an essential element
of its commitment towards community. 

“Our concern is patient care and safety,”
she said adding “among the achievements
of the hospital to receive the American
accreditations the Certification of the Joint
Commission International (JCI)  and
Canadian Certification of Medical Services
Quality Diamond Category, the hospital
seeks to renew such accreditations. This
makes it one of the most prominent and
oldest hospitals in the state.” 

The statement pointed out the hospi-
tal’s concern to ensure a safe and secure
working environment as a reflection of its
professional and social role and responsi-
bilities. The hospital is keen to extend
bridges of cooperation and communica-
tion with the authorities concerned with
the award to establish concepts and
improve per formance in the areas of
Health, Safety and Environment and to use
all means to increase public awareness of
these trends. 

The statement indicated that the hos-
pital’s achievement of this award is a
challenge and incentive to continue to
improve the system of performance with
regard to the commitment to implement
health conditions and standards as an
integrated package with which the hos-
pital  won many awards and global
accreditations.

The new Mowasat Hospital won the
Golden Award this year at the 10th edition
of the HSE and CSR Excellence against a
range of initiatives and sustainable proj-
ects falling under the Health, Safety and
Environment sectors. As well as its tangi-
ble efforts at the level of Social Posts and
Awareness aiming to improve the level
and quality of health service and enhance
the level of awareness. 

Mowasat wins the first prize 
in Kuwait private sector level 

Quadriplegic man regains use of arm

PARIS: This handout image released by The Lancet journal shows 56-year-old US Bill
Kochevara, paralyzed from the shoulders down, feeding himself. — AFP

KOGALYM, Russia: The Sopochin family has seen
oil majors gradually encroach on the land in
Siberia where they have herded reindeer for gen-
erations, but the latest project has made them
draw the line. “All of our territory sits on top of oil,”
says 26-year-old Stepan Sopochin, whose family
is indigenous to the Siberian Khanty-Mansi
region. Two companies are keen to expand pro-
duction nearby, he said. “We have Lukoil coming
up from the south telling us to move north, but in
the north, Gazprom Neft is expanding, telling us
to go south.” “They will squeeze us out,” said the
father of two young children. He sits in the fami-
ly’s traditional one-room wooden hut as several
dozen reindeer roam outside, digging the snow
for lichen, their main source of winter food. Every
April the family moves their 250-strong herd
north to a less wooded area where snow melts
quicker, exposing fresh grass for calving females.
But this year, their only spring pasture is busy
with construction vehicles and trucks hauling
road-building materials and pipes. 

The flurry of activity comes as Gazprom Neft-
the oil arm of state-owned energy giant
Gazprom-is developing a new oil field called
Otdelnoye. Sopochin is not against all oil: six oil
fields already operate on his kin’s land and he,
himself, works as an engineer at one of them, but
he said Otdelnoye is going ahead without their
consent. The situation is typical for the Khanty-
Mansi region, where oil production is key for the
Russian economy but disrupts the traditional
way of life and fragile ecosystems. Russian law
gives minority indigenous groups priority over
land to use for traditional purposes, but they
cannot sell it and, in practice, they are powerless
to stop big oil projects. Only after Moscow grants
them the right to drill do companies approach
locals on compensation, whose amount is rarely
independently assessed, experts and locals say.
“It’s like the train goes first and then they lay the
tracks,” said Natalia Proskuryakova, a lawyer, who

advises the Sopochins and other indigenous
families in the region.

Nowhere left to live   
Contacted by AFP, Gazprom Neft said it had

accommodated the Sopochins by “significantly
changing the infrastructure plan” at the site. The
company said it had gone through all necessary
steps to start development. Iosif Sopochin-
Stepan’s 58-year-old father and head of the fami-
ly-said he did not believe he was being unreason-
able. “We understand we must help the govern-
ment, but we’re against this field because we
have nowhere left to live,” Iosif said. “There will be
oil spills and our reindeer will stray onto produc-
tion areas and roads,” he warned. “There will be

poachers, fishing, hunting and killing of deer.”
Twice he has declined to sign a compensation

contract-required before development can start-
but road construction began anyway, he said. He
called the oil company’s current offer  — 35 mil-
lion rubles (about $612,000, 560,000 euros)
shared between his family and five others to be
paid out over 24 years-a “handout” that he would
be ashamed to accept. In a symbolic protest, the
Sopochins in February erected a traditional
rawhide tent at the site, only to be called in by
police to explain why they were impeding devel-
opment. “You might think I’m crazy, but when I
last left the pasture, I hugged the trees,” Iosif said.
“I said goodbye and told them that I don’t think I
can protect them.” —AFP 

On Siberian native land, oil 
doesn’t take no for an answer

MAMUJU, Indonesia: An Indonesian
farmer has been discovered inside the
belly of a giant python after the
swollen snake was caught near where
the man vanished while harvesting his
crops, an official said yesterday. The
body of 25-year-old Akbar was found
when local people cut open the seven
meter python after it was found bloat-
ed and slithering awkwardly in the vil-
lage of Salubiro, on the eastern island
of Sulawesi on Monday.

“We were immediately suspicious
that the snake had swallowed Akbar
because around the site we found
palm fruit, his harvesting tool and a
boot,” said Junaidi, a senior village offi-

cial, who like many Indonesians goes
by only one name. Worried relatives
launched a search for Akbar after he
failed to return home from a trip to
the family’s plantation on Sunday. 

Junaidi said the snake had swal-
lowed the farmer whole, adding that it
was the only such fatality recorded in
the region. The breed of snake, which
regularly tops 20 feet, is commonly
found in Indonesia and the
Philippines. While the serpents have
been known to attack small animals,
attempts to eat people are rare. In
2013, a security guard on the tourist
island of Bali was killed by a python at
a luxury beachfront hotel. —AFP 

Indonesian man found 
dead inside giant python

RUSSIA: This picture shows Stepan Sopochin, 26, and his father Iosif Sopochin, 56, standing
amidst their reindeer herd outside Kogalym in the Siberian Khanty-Mansi region. — AFP


