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SOCCER

BERLIN: Joachim Loew says Germany
duo Joshua Kimmich and Andre
Schuerrle need more matches-and to
spend less time on the bench-for their
Bundesliga clubs ahead of next year’s
World Cup defence.  Neither Kimmich
nor Schuerrle are first-choice starters for
their clubs with both facing stiff compe-
tition at Bayern Munich and Borussia
Dortmund respectively.

But the pair played the full 90 min-
utes of Germany’s 4-1 win at Azerbaijan
in Sunday’s World Cup qualifier, leaving
Loew’s men five points clear in Group C,
with Kimmich at right-back and
Schuerrle on the left wing.  While ex-
Germany captain Philipp Lahm occupies
Bayern’s right-back berth and with Carlo
Ancelotti spoiled for choice in midfield,
the Italian currently has no place for
Kimmich in his preferred starting line-up.
Likewise, Thomas Tuchel has Schuerrle
down the pecking order at Dortmund

with Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang,
Christian Pulisic,  Marco Reus and
Ousmane Dembele also vying for start-
ing berths. Nevertheless Loew,
Germany’s World Cup-winning coach,
foresees Kimmich and Schuerrle as firmly
in his plans for this June’s Confederations
Cup and the 2018 World Cup in Russia.
Schuerrle supplied the cross which Mario
Goetze converted for the winning goal in
the 2014 World Cup final, while Kimmich
is Loew’s primary option at right-back.

LIMITED CHANCES 
But with Russia in mind, the Germany

coach says the pair must get more game
time in the Bundesliga. “Andre made a
good impression with me last week,
physically he is very fit and has trained
well,” said Loew.

“I hope the game in Azerbaijan will
give him a boost for the coming weeks in
Dortmund. “I would wish that players like

him or Joshua Kimmich get more game
time.  But I can not tell the club coaches
what to do.” Dortmund signed Schuerrle
for 30 million euros ($32.5 million) from
Wolfsburg last July.

Yet so far this season the 26-year-old
has completed the full 90 minutes in just
five of 25 league games. He has though
flourished on the international stage and
repaid the faith shown him by Loew.

“I feel really good in the national team
and am very happy to get that trust
again. I t really does me good,” said
Schuerrle.  Dortmund chief executive
Hans-Joachim Watzke admits the club’s
strength in depth hamstrings Schuerrle.

“With his qualities, Andre would play
from the start at any other club in the
world,” Watzke told German daily Bild.

“Alongside Aubameyang, Pulisic, Reus
and Dembele, we have five top players
for three positions-that’s why it has not
been easy for Andre.  “That will change

again, but basically it is easier to get
playing time with the national team than
at Bayern or Dortmund.” Similarly, the 22-
year-old Kimmich has played from start
to finish in the league just twice since
mid-October. He rocketed into Loew’s
plans after only making his Bayern debut
in August 2015, under Ancelotti’s prede-
cessor Pep Guardiola, but nailing down a
place in the Bundesliga giants’ star-stud-
ded side has proved challenging.

SHOOTING STAR 
Kimmich can play in either defence or

midfield, but his flexibility means
Ancelotti has increasingly used him off
the bench this season.  “To play two
games over the 90 minutes was
extremely important for me, because I
have got the rhythm you need, simply
the feeling for the game,” Kimmich told
Die Welt after featuring against England
and Azerbaijan.  “It’s already something

when you are on the pitch from the start,
compared to when you come on for 10,
15 minutes.

“You are more involved and, as a
young player, it clearly improves me.”
Kimmich, at home most in defensive
midfield, struggled in the first half
against England as he re-adjusted to
playing at right-back.  “It’s a position in
which I haven’t played or trained for the
last four-and-a-half months,” he admit-
ted. Loew says Kimmich’s future lies on
the right side of Germany’s defence and,
with Lahm to retire from all football in
June, he hopes Ancelotti sees things the
same way-or he risks losing a prized
asset.  “It would be nice if Bayern could
plan with him in this position,” said Loew.

“At the European Championship
Kimmich exploded out of nowhere and
still has his whole career ahead of him,
so it goes without saying that they will
want to keep him.” —AFP

Loew frustrated by bench-warming Germany stars

SAINT DENIS: Saint-Denis, Seine-Saint-Denis, France : TOPSHOT - France’s forward Kylian Mbappe vies with Spain’s midfielder Sergio Busquets
and captain Sergio Ramos during their friendly football match France vs Spain at the stade de France in Saint Denis near Paris on Tuesday. —AFP

PARIS: Spain twice benefited from the use of
video assistance to defeat France 2-0 on
Tuesday, while Sweden rallied from two goals
down to beat Portugal 3-2 and spoil Cristiano
Ronaldo’s homecoming in Madeira.

Antoine Griezmann headed in what appeared
to be the opening goal at the Stade de France
shortly after half-time, but it was ruled out for
offside after consultation with the video assis-
tant referee. David Silva then converted from the
penalty spot after a foul by Laurent Koscielny,
and the Spaniards again profited from technolo-
gy as the referee reversed an offside decision
that had initially negated Gerard’s Deulofeu
78th-minute effort. “The victory was not a result
of the (video) refereeing but due to the excellent
work and attitude of my players,” said Spain
coach Julen Lopetegui.  “The (video) refereeing
gave justice to this match, it resolved those two
incidents fairly.” Monaco’s teenage prodigy
Kylian Mbappe made his first international start
and nearly struck as early as the fifth minute,
with David de Gea reacting sharply to kick away
the Frenchman’s attempt.

Gerard Pique hooked a header from Koscielny
off the line, while Andres Iniesta twice went
close in the first half before video replays were
used for the first time in France.

Griezmann’s celebrations after the break were
cut short when Layvin Kurzawa was shown to be
in an offside position as he set up the Atletico
Madrid striker.  The linesman’s flag was then
raised as Deulofeu tapped in Jordi Alba’s left-
wing cross, but replays indicated the on-loan AC
Milan winger was marginally behind Samuel
Umtiti as the ball was played into the box.
“Playing Spain in a friendly is not a fun game, it
never has been. But we need this,” said France
coach Didier Deschamps.  Real Madrid star
Ronaldo paraded the European Championship
trophy before kick-off at the Maritimo Stadium
as Portugal played their first match on his home
island of Madeira since 2001.

Ronaldo fired the hosts ahead with 18 min-
utes gone against Sweden before Andreas
Granqvist’s own goal doubled the lead for the
Euro 2016 champions.  But Viktor Claesson
pulled one back just before Ronaldo was with-
drawn on 58 minutes, and the Krasnodar mid-
fielder then struck an equaliser before Joao
Cancelo turned into his own net in injury time as
Sweden crashed the party in dramatic fashion.

“We played pretty well in the first half but we
weren’t completely serene defensively,” said
Portugal coach Fernando Santos.  “After the
break we didn’t play as well and we ended up
losing a match we should never have lost.”

GRIM TIMES FOR DUTCH 
The Netherlands slumped to another defeat,

losing 2-1 at home to Italy in the country’s first
game since the dismissal of head coach and for-
mer Dutch international Danny Blind.

Assistant Fred Grim replaced Blind in the
dugout with the Netherlands’ World Cup hopes

hanging by a thread after Saturday’s 2-0 loss in
Bulgaria left them fourth in their qualifying
group. The Dutch grabbed a 10th-minute lead in
Amsterdam when Italy defender Alessio
Romagnoli diverted the ball past 18-year-old
Gianluigi Donnarumma-the AC Milan goalkeep-
er making his first international start.  But Italy
hit back immediately through Eder and
Leonardo Bonucci converted the winner after
turning in the rebound from Marco Parolo’s
header on 32 minutes.

Christian Benteke scored twice for Belgium in
Sochi, the stadium used for the opening and

closing ceremonies of the 2014 Winter Olympics,
since converted into a football ground.

However, Russia marked the occasion of the
first ever match at the Fisht Arena with a rousing
comeback as the 2018 World Cup hosts recov-
ered from 3-1 down with goals from Alexei
Miranchuk and Alexander Bukharov in the final
quarter hour.

Bristol City defender Hordur Magnusson
curled in a first-half free-kick as Iceland downed
the Republic of Ireland 1-0 in Dublin, while
Marko Arnautovic scored as Austria were held to
a 1-1 draw with Finland in Innsbruck. — AFP

Video replay aids Spain 
as Sweden foil Ronaldo

SYDNEY: Australia’s campaign to reach a
fourth straight World Cup finals received a
fillip with their first win in five qualifiers on
Tuesday but there is plenty yet to be done
to secure a ticket to Russia.

The 2-0 victory over the United Arab
Emirates in Sydney briefly put the Asian
champions joint top of Group B before
Japan thrashed Thailand 4-0 and Saudi
Arabia edged Iraq 1-0 in later matches to
re-establish their shared three point edge.

The good news for Australia in their
quest to secure one of the top two spots
that guarantees a place at next year’s finals,
and avoids the playoff route offered by a
third place finish, is that two of their
remaining three matches are at home.

“We always know at home we’re a domi-
nant team,” coach Ange Postecoglou said
after the UAE win.

“We worked awfully hard, we pressed
the way we wanted to and created oppor-
tunities. And we deserved the victory.”

Australia’s next qualifier, the very defini-
tion of a six-pointer, is against the Saudis in
Adelaide on June 8 and they follow that
with a trip to Japan in August before
rounding out their campaign at home to
lowly Thailand in September.

Between the Saudi and Japan fixtures,
Postecoglou will get a chance to gauge
progress on his mission to build a side that

can not only qualify for World Cup finals,
but also win matches on football’s biggest
stage when they get there.

The June 17-July 2 Confederations Cup
in Russia is likely to offer the biggest test
yet of the Postecoglou Project, with world
champions Germany, South American
champions Chile and African champions
Cameroon all in their group.

With half an eye on that tournament,
Postecoglou has abandoned a back four
defence and lined his side up with wing-
backs in a 3-4-3 formation for their last two
qualifiers.

It worked in parts against the UAE on
Tuesday, even if the wide players did not
always do the best with the final delivery,
the back three looked susceptible to long
balls and both goals came from set pieces.

Despite a welter of media criticism,
Postecoglou did not look like a man about
to abandon his experiment when he spoke
to reporters afterwards.

“If someone has got a system out there
that stops oppositions from doing any-
thing, it’s 11 against nothing,” he said.

“It’s a game of football. We’ve got to try
and score goals which we did (but) the
opposition are going to create opportuni-
ties. “If people want the perfect system it’s
probably their hot water system at home,
but it ain’t a football system.” — Reuters

Australia bank on home 
comforts for run to Russia

PANAMA CITY: Christian Pulisic made an
outstanding individual move to steal the
ball,  spin a defender and feed Clint
Dempsey for his 56th international goal,
and the United States hung on for an
important 1-1 draw against Panama on
Tuesday night in World Cup qualifying.

Dempsey’s 39th-minute goal on a warm
and humid night moved him within one of
Landon Donovan’s American scoring
record, but the lead did not last long.
Gabriel Gomez tied the score four minutes
later following a throw-in.

Tim Howard thwarted Luis Tejada with a
between-the-legs stop in the 59th minute,
at 38 providing another top night in goal.

The U.S. was reeling after its first two
games in the final round of the North and
Central American and Caribbean region, 0-
2 and last in the hexagonal.

Jurgen Klinsmann was fired in
November and replaced by Bruce Arena,
the U.S. coach from 1998-2006, and the
Americans accomplished their immediate
goal by getting back into contention with
Friday’s 6-0 home rout of Honduras and a
valuable point on the road.

Mexico leads with 10 points, followed by
Costa Rica with seven, Panama with five,
the U.S.  and Honduras with four each, and
Trinidad and Tobago with three.

El Tri won 1-0 at Trinidad and Costa Rica
rallied for a 1-1 tie at Honduras. The top
three nations qualify for next year’s World
Cup in Russia, and the No. 4 team advances
to a playoff against Asia’s fifth-place nation.

Play resumes June 8 when the US hosts
Trinidad, most likely at Commerce City,
Colorado, and the Americans start the sec-
ond half of their schedule three days later
at Mexico.

Pulisic, an 18-year-old who made his
international debut on March 29 last year, is
quickly establishing himself as the top
American player with rare skill. He stole the
ball from Panama captain Felipe Baloy at

the edge of the penalty area and broke in
on goal. He stopped, stepped on the ball
with his right foot as defender Roman
Torres spun, played the ball from his right
foot to his left and cut it back to Dempsey.

The 34-year-old returned to the national
team with a hat trick Friday after missing
nine months because of an irregular heart-
beat, and Pulisic assisted on two of them.
The pair combined again, with Dempsey
scoring with a right-footed shot from 6
yards while sliding on his backside.

Panama tied the score on Gomez’s 12th
international goal, the first against the U.S.
in four games under Arena. Adolfo
Machado’s throw-in bounced off a scrum,
and Gomez beat Tim Ream and Jorge
Villafana to the loose ball for the open shot
from 4 yards that went past Howard inside
the far post.

Fans, almost all in Panama red, filled
about three-quarters of 32,000-capacity
Estadio Rommel Fernandez, a two-deck
oval with a track. A renovation in 2009
added about 7,000 seats, luxury suites and
a fan gathering area above one end.

A large red banner with white block let-
ters was draped over the front of the stands
behind a goal: “°AQUI SE NOS RESPETA!
(HERE WE ARE RESPECTED!)” Another ban-
ner, in Russian, fluttered atop the stadium
and appeared to say: “Our dream ... to go to
the championship.” Next year’s World Cup
will be held in Russia.

Music blared for more than four hours
before kickoff. Fans booed “ The Star-
Spangled Banner” only a little and let loose
a flare during Panama’s anthem that left
smoke above the field when the match
began. Mexico’s Cesar Ramos was the refer-
ee in place of countryman Roberto Garcia,
who was injured according to CONCACAF
deputy general secretary Ted Howard. The
temperature had cooled to 81 degrees by
the 9:05 p.m. start, but humidity remained
high. — AP

Dempsey, Pulisic star again 
as US ties 1-1 at Panama

PANAMA CITY: USA’s forward Clint Dempsey (R) and USA’s midfielder Christian
Pulisic (L) vie for the ball with Panama’s defender Adolfo Machado during the 2018
FIFA World Cup qualifier football match in Panama City on Tuesday.— AFP 

BARCELONA: Lionel Messi’s four-match
international ban for swearing at an assis-
tant referee was “unfair and totally dispro-
portionate”, his Spanish club Barcelona said
yesterday.  “FC Barcelona expresses its sur-
prise and indignation at the decision by the
FIFA Disciplinary Committee to suspend Leo
Messi following the FIFA World Cup qualify-
ing fixture between Argentina and Chile,”
Barca said in a statement.  “The club consid-
ers the four-match suspension imposed on
the Argentine player to be unfair and totally
disproportionate.  “Finally, FC Barcelona
wishes to reiterate its support for Leo Messi,
an exemplary player in terms of conduct,

both on and off the pitch.” FIFA suspended
Messi for four of Argentina’s five remaining
World Cup qualification matches after he
was caught swearing at an official in the vic-
tory over Chile last week.

The FIFA announcement fell just hours
before Messi was due to captain Argentina
against Bolivia late Tuesday. Argentina went
on to lose 2-0 to the Bolivians to deal a fresh
blow to their 2018 World Cup qualification
campaign.

Messi will also miss Argentina’s qualifiers
in Uruguay on August 31, at home to
Venezuela on September 5 and against Peru
on October 5. —AFP

Messi ban unfair: Barcelona

PARIS: Bayern Munich’s defender Verena Faisst (R) vies with Paris Saint-Germain’s Spain
defender Irene Paredes during the UEFA Women’s Champions League quarter-final second leg
football match between Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) and Bayern Munich at the Parc des Princes
stadium in Paris yesterday. — AFP


