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CRICKET

SYDNEY: Australia have done them-
selves proud with their spirited fight in
India but must continue to improve to
become the number one side across all
formats, the country’s cricket board said
yesterday.

Last year, Australia suffered a 3-0
whitewash in Sri Lanka before Steve
Smith’s men were beaten at home in
the first two tests by South Africa.

An overhauled side gained a conso-
lation win against the Proteas in a day-
nighter at Adelaide Oval to lose the
series 2-1 and then hammered visiting
Pakistan 3-0. As they headed off for the
four-match series in India many, includ-
ing former test off-spinner Harbhajan
Singh, predicted a repeat of the 4-0
whitewash they suffered in 2013.

Smith’s side, however, won the series
opener in Pune before losing from a
strong position in Bangalore and eking
out a draw in Ranchi to set up a winner-
takes-all decider in Dharamsala.

A second innings slump then helped
India to a eight-wicket win for a 2-1
series tr iumph on Tuesday but
Australia’s efforts earned them wide-
spread praise.

“As the team arrives home over the
next two days, they will find that all of
Australia is immensely proud of their
efforts,” Cricket Australia chairman
David Peever said in a statement.

“Some gave them little chance of
t e s t i n g  t h e  w o r l d ’s  n u m b e r  o n e
team, but instead showed resilience,
adaptability and a determination to

overcome the difficulties they have
experienced in recent years in such
conditions.”

With the series loss, Australia will fin-
ish the season ranked number three
behind India and South Africa in Tests.
“We aspire to be number one in all for-
mats, so while the team’s efforts in
India, and across the summer following
the disappointment of the first two
tests against South Africa, represent a
significant improvement, we all know
that we must continue to learn and
develop our skills,” Peever said. 

SUPER SMITH
“We want to win major trophies, like

the Ashes and the Border-Gavaskar, not
just at home but overseas as well.”

Australia’s 333-run victory in the
series opener in Pune was their first in
India since 2004 and also halted the
hosts’ unbeaten run of 19 tests.

Smith scored a century in that match
to set up the win and also finished as
the highest run-getter in the series with
499 runs, including two more hundreds.

“There were many fine individual
performances, but none better than
those of  the captain,” Peever said.
“Steve showed yet again what an out-
standing leader he is becoming, and
his honesty and gracious comments at
the end demonstrated the qualities
that Australians expect from their test
captain.” The hard-fought series also
ended with plenty of acrimony on the
field with India captain Virat Kohli

declaring that his  fr iendship with
Australia’s cricketers was over. Kohli
had criticised counterpart Smith, who
acknowledged he had a ‘brain fade’ in
the second test in Bengaluru when he
gestured to the dressing room seeking
guidance on whether to review an
umpiring decision.

It needed a meeting between the
two cricket boards to calm things down
before the third test in Ranchi. “It was a
tough series,  as we expected and
indeed welcome from our Indian hosts,”
Peever said.  “Cricket at this level is
highly competitive, and it is incumbent
on all involved, players and administra-
tors, to honour the protocols and stan-
dards of behaviour that underpin the
spirit of cricket.” —Reuters

Spirited Australia must continue to improve, says board

South Africa first innings 314 (Q. de Kock 90.
F. du Plessis 53, H. Amla 50; Henry 4-93, Wagner
3-104)

New Zealand 1st innings
T. Latham c de Kock b Morkel 50
J. Raval c de Kock b Morkel 88
K. Williamson c Philander b Morkel 176
N. Broom lbw Rabada 12
H. Nicholls c de Kock b Rabada 0 
M. Santner c Duminy b Rabada 41
B. Watling b Maharaj 24
C. de Grandhomme c de Kock b Morkel 57
M. Henry c Elgar b Maharaj 12
J. Patel c de Kock b Rabada 5
N. Wagner not out 0
Extras: (lb12, w5, nb7) 24 
Total (all out; 162.1) 489
Fall of wickets: 1-83 (Latham), 2-273 (Raval), 3-293
(Broom), 4-293 (Nicholls), 5-381 (Williamson), 6-
397 (Santner), 7-443 (Watling), 8-477 (Henry), 9-
489 (Patel), 10-489 (de Grandhomme).

Bowling: Philander 33-7-79-0 (2nb), Morkel 36.1-
7-100-4, Rabada 34-3-122-4 (1w,1nb), Maharaj 50-
8-118-2, Duminy 6-0-38-0, Elgar 1-0-13-0, Bavuma
2-0-7-0.

South Africa 2nd innings
D. Elgar c Watling b de Grandhomme 5
T. de Bruyn run out (Williamson/Watling) 12
H. Amla c de Grandhomme b Patel 19
J. Duminy b Patel 13
F. du Plessis not out 15
T. Bavuma c Watling b Henry 1
Q. de Kock not out 15
Extras: 0
Total: (5 wickets; 39 overs) 80
Fall of wickets: 1-13 (Elgar), 2-25 (de Bruyn) 3-49
(Amla), 4-50 (Duminy), 5-59 (Bavuma)
Bowling: Henry 11-4-20-1, de Grandhomme 8-5-
15-1, Wagner 5-0-16-0, Patel 12-2-22-2, Santner 3-
0-7-0.
Result: Match drawn, South Africa win series 1-0

SCOREBOARD

HAMILTON: Final scoreboard in the third and final Test between New Zealand and South Africa at
Seddon Park in Hamilton after the last day’s play was washed out yesterday.

ST PAUL: T.J. Oshie scored his second goal of
the game 1:42 into overtime to bookend Alex
Ovechkin’s hat trick, Braden Holtby earned his
40th win and the NHL-leading Washington
Capitals beat the Minnesota Wild 5-4 on Tuesday
night for their fifth straight victory. After Eric
Staal’s goal for the Wild tied the game with 26.6
seconds left in regulation, Oshie took a pass in
the left circle from Marcus Johansson and beat
struggling Wild goalie Devan Dubnyk with a
wrist shot. Johansson had four assists. Martin
Hanzal and Jason Pominville had a goal and an
assist apiece, but the Wild lost for the eighth
time in nine games and fell to 3-11-1 in March
after forward Zach Parise exited early with an
injury. Oshie started Washington’s longest road
trip in six years, five games over an eight-day
span, with a first-period goal set up by Ovechkin
and Nicklas Backstrom. 

Holtby made 26 saves, brushing off goals by
Jared Spurgeon and Staal in the final five min-
utes to reach 40 victories for the third consecu-
tive season. Martin Brodeur (2005-08, New
Jersey) and Evgeni Nabokov (2007-10, San Jose)
are the only other goalies in NHL history to do
so. Dubnyk, who stopped 15 shots, has given up
26 goals over his last eight games. Ovechkin
gave him even more trouble, guiding the
Capitals one step closer to the Presidents’ Trophy
and home-ice advantage throughout the
Stanley Cup playoffs. His 17th career three-goal
game came all on power plays. Ovechkin has a
whopping 11 goals and six assists in six career
games against Dubnyk, four of those with
Minnesota.

FLYERS 3, SENATORS 2, SO
Jordan Weal scored the only shootout goal

after tying the game late in the third period to
lift Philadelphia over Ottawa. Brayden Schenn
also scored for the Flyers, a long shot to make
the playoffs with six games remaining.
Philadelphia began the day six points out of a
postseason spot but needing to jump four
teams. The Senators, making their second stop
on a five-game road trip, fell four points behind
first-place Montreal in the Atlantic Division. Kyle
Turris had a goal and an assist, and Erik Karlsson
also scored for Ottawa. Flyers goalie Steve
Mason clinched the win when he stopped Tom
Pyatt on Ottawa’s final shootout attempt. Turris
and Bobby Ryan also failed to beat Mason in the
tiebreaker.

OILERS 2, KINGS 1
Cam Talbot made 34 saves and Edmonton

earned a playoff spot for the first time in 11 years
by beating Los Angeles. Connor McDavid and
Eric Gryba scored for the Oilers, who have won
seven of eight. Edmonton last made the post-
season in 2006. Jarome Iginla scored and
Jonathan Quick finished with 27 saves for the
Kings, who have lost four of five with their play-
off hopes hanging by a thread. Anaheim and San
Jose also clinched Western Conference playoff
spots with Edmonton’s win.

SHARKS 5, RANGERS 4, OT
Brent Burns scored a power-play goal 3:10

into overtime and San Jose snapped a six-game
losing streak, rallying past New York on a night
when both teams clinched a playoff berth. Chris
Tierney tied the game with his second goal with
2:15 to play in regulation after San Jose had
blown a 3-1 lead. Jannik Hansen added his first
goal since joining the Sharks, and Melker
Karlsson scored short-handed.

San Jose’s postseason spot was secured mid-
way through the game when Los Angeles lost at
Edmonton. The scuffling Rangers also wrapped
up a playoff trip, their seventh in a row, by earn-
ing one point. New York lost for the fourth time
in five games. Burns’ drive from the circle in over-
time ended his 16-game goal drought. J.T. Miller
scored his second goal early in the third period
to put New York up 4-3. Derek Stepan and Jesper
Fast also scored for the Rangers. Henrik
Lundqvist made 30 saves but lost his second
straight start after missing seven games with a
hip injury. Martin Jones stopped 24 shots for San
Jose. The Sharks remained tied for second place
in the Pacific Division with the Oilers, two points
behind Anaheim with six games to play.

DUCKS 4, CANUCKS 1
Corey Perry and Patrick Eaves scored 74 sec-

onds apart early in the first period, and Anaheim
cruised past Vancouver to extend its season-
high winning streak to five games. Nick Ritchie,
with a goal and an assist, and Brandon Montour
also scored for Anaheim, which clinched a play-
off spot earlier in the night when the Oilers
defeated the Kings. Jonathan Bernier made 33
saves and Antoine Vermette added two assists as
the Pacific Division leaders improved to 9-1-1
over their last 11 games. Bernier is 9-0-1 over his
last 10 starts, including eight wins in a row.
Highly touted rookie forward Brock Boeser
scored in his home debut for Vancouver, and
Ryan Miller stopped 35 shots in the loss. The

Canucks, already eliminated from playoff con-
tention, are 2-7-2 over their last 11 games.

BRUINS 4, PREDATORS 1
Tuukka Rask made 24 saves in his return from

a one-game absence and Boston beat Nashville
to boost its playoff chances. Patrice Bergeron,
David Krejci, Noel Acciari and David Backes
scored for the Bruins, who moved three points
ahead of idle Tampa Bay for the second Eastern
Conference wild card with six games remaining.
Boston remained a point behind Toronto for
third place in the Atlantic Division. Rask was
sidelined with a lower-body injury for Boston’s 2-
1 road win against the New York Islanders on
Saturday. Acciari scored his first career goal in 43
NHL games, and Zdeno Chara earned his 600th
point with an assist on Boston’s first goal. Craig
Smith scored his 10th goal for the Predators,
who had their four-game winning streak
snapped. Pekka Rinne made 27 saves but took
his first loss in six starts. Nashville remained one
point ahead of idle St. Louis for third in the
Central Division.

MAPLE LEAFS 3, PANTHERS 2
Auston Matthews broke Wendel Clark’s 31-

year-old franchise rookie record with his 35th
goal of the season in Toronto’s victory over
Florida. Curtis McElhinney made 25 saves for the
Maple Leafs. Leo Komarov and Zach Hyman also
scored for Toronto. James Reimer allowed two
goals on 14 shots for Florida before he was
knocked out of the game with an injury and
replaced by Reto Berra, who finished with 10
saves. Reilly Smith and Jaromir Jagr scored for
the Panthers.

BLUE JACKETS 3, SABRES 1
Cam Atkinson scored his team-leading 34th

goal and Sergei Bobrovsky made 41 saves to
power Columbus past Buffalo. Kyle Quincey
also scored for Columbus, his first goal since
being acquired from New Jersey on March 1.
Brandon Saad added an empty-netter. The win
put the Blue Jackets two points ahead of idle
Pittsburgh in second place in the Metropolitan
Division as they battle for home-ice advantage
in the playoffs.  Columbus won its second
straight to improve to 7-2-1 in its last 10.
Bobrovsky got his league-leading 41st win.
Evan Rodrigues scored for the Sabres, and
Anders Nilsson stopped 26 shots.

HURRICANES 4, RED WINGS 1
Lee Stempniak and Joakim Nordstrom scored

about five minutes apart in the first period, and
Carolina beat Detroit in the second meeting
between the teams in two nights. Jordan Staal
and Elias Lindholm also scored for Carolina, and
Cam Ward stopped 21 shots.  The Hurricanes
have earned a point in 12 straight games (8-0-4)
to move within four points of the Eastern
Conference’s final playoff spot. The Red Wings
beat the Hurricanes on Monday in a makeup
game rescheduled from Dec.  19 when a Freon
leak at PNC Arena made for unplayable ice.
Tuesday’s contest was regularly scheduled. The
postponement resulted in the Red Wings play-
ing three games in three days. They won the first
two but visibly struggled with their energy in
the finale, ending a four-game point streak.
Tomas Nosek scored his first NHL goal and
Jimmy Howard made 28 saves for Detroit.

CANADIENS 4, STARS 1
Brendan Gallagher put Montreal ahead early

in the third period against Dallas. Max Pacioretty,
Artturi Lehkonen and Alexander Radulov also
scored for the Canadiens, who won their second
straight. Carey Price finished with 27 saves.
Curtis McKenzie scored for Dallas, which ended a
four-game point streak. The Stars were playing
for the first time since learning they had been
eliminated from playoff contention. Kari
Lehtonen stopped 32 shots.

JETS 4, DEVILS 3, SO
Patrik Laine scored in the shootout and

Winnipeg rallied from a two-goal deficit to beat
New Jersey in the makeup of a game postponed
by a snowstorm this month. Connor Hellebuyck
made 20 saves and stopped all three Devils
shootout attempts as the Jets climbed out of a
3-1 hole to sweep the season series. Nikolaj
Ehlers, Blake Wheeler and Joel Armia scored in
regulation for Winnipeg. Beau Bennett, Taylor
Hall and Stefan Noesen had the goals for New
Jersey, which has lost four straight and won only
twice (2-12-4) in 18 games. Cory Schneider made
33 saves but was beaten between the pads by
Laine, who missed Winnipeg’s previous game
with an illness, on the Jets’ second shootout
attempt. John Quenneville, Hall and Pavel Zacha
were stopped by Hellebuyck.—AP

NHL

Ovechkin’s hat track helps 
Capitals to 5-4 win over Wild

PHILADELPHIA: Kyle Turris #7 of the Ottawa Senators is tripped up by Pierre-Edouard
Bellemare #78 of the Philadelphia Flyers during the third period at the Wells Fargo Center
on Tuesday in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Flyers defeated the Senators 3-2 in the
shootout. — AFP

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 48 21 7 229 197 103
Minnesota 44 24 8 244 195 96
Nashville 39 26 11 226 210 89
St. Louis 41 28 6 211 200 88
Winnipeg 35 35 7 229 244 77
Dallas 31 34 11 207 242 73
Colorado 20 52 3 147 253 43

Pacific Division
Anaheim 42 23 11 203 186 95
San Jose 43 26 7 206 186 93
Edmonton 42 25 9 225 196 93
Calgary 43 29 4 211 204 90
Los Angeles 35 33 7 181 188 77
Vancouver 30 37 9 173 223 69
Arizona 27 40 9 181 244 63

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 43 24 9 208 188 95

Ottawa 41 25 9 196 194 91
Toronto 36 24 15 230 221 87
Boston 40 30 6 218 203 86
Tampa Bay 37 29 9 210 210 83
Florida 33 32 11 197 216 77
Buffalo 32 33 12 193 221 76
Detroit 31 33 12 189 224 74

Metropolitan Division
Washington 50 17 8 243 167 108
Columbus 49 19 7 235 172 105
Pittsburgh 46 18 11 258 211 103
NY Rangers 46 26 5 245 206 97
NY Islanders 35 28 12 219 228 82
Carolina 34 27 14 200 213 82
Philadelphia 36 32 8 200 222 80
New Jersey 27 35 14 174 224 68
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings

San Jose 5, NY Rangers 4 (OT); Anaheim 4, Vancouver 1; Edmonton 2, Los Angeles 1; Washington 5, Minnesota 4 (OT);
Toronto 3, Florida 2; Montreal 4, Dallas 1; Winnipeg 4, New Jersey 3 (SO); Boston 4, Nashville 1; Philadelphia 3, Ottawa
2 (SO); Carolina 4, Detroit 1; Columbus 3, Buffalo 1. 

HAMILTON: South Africa’s captain Faf du Plessis holds the trophy after the day five of
the third Test cricket match between New Zealand and South Africa was called off
due to rain at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. The final day of the deciding third
Test between New Zealand and South Africa was abandoned because of persistent
rain in Hamilton, giving the Proteas a 1-0 series victory. — AFP 

WELLINGTON: Kane Williamson felt
there were numerous positives to take
out of New Zealand’s international sea-
son even if they were deprived of a victo-
rious climax to it by the Hamilton rain.  

South Africa clinched the three-match
series 1-0 yesterday after the final day of
the third Test at Seddon Park was washed
out without a ball being bowled, ensur-
ing the Proteas would hold on for a draw.

“Although it’s frustrating with today
and not being able to get some cricket
in, on a positive note, it has been a good
season,” captain Williamson said after
umpires Rod Tucker and Bruce Oxenford
called off the match. “I still think while
there have been some positives in terms
of results, it’s about growth with a num-
ber of transitions in personnel. There’s a
lot of positives. “Good to get some wins
along the way but, as a unit, we have
grown together and coming into this last
game to perhaps play our best test
match is a really good sign.”

Williamson’s test side is still finding its
feet but beat Pakistan 2-0 in a series late
last year and followed that with a victory
over Bangladesh by the same margin.

While the Proteas proved altogether
tougher opponents, it was the weather
which had the last word on a finely-
poised first test in Dunedin, with a final
day washout again forcing a draw.

In the second Test in Wellington, New

Zealand suffered their only defeat of the
home season. Suffering one of the men-
tal collapses that has so often hampered
their test game, New Zealand were
undone by left-arm spinner Keshav
Maharaj on a Basin Reserve pitch that
was offering him little or no assistance
and lost by eight wickets.

They had to play the third test without
new ball duo Trent Boult and Tim
Southee as well as batting mainstay Ross
Taylor but newcomers Jeet Raval, Tom
Latham and Colin de Grandhomme
stepped up with the bat.

Matt Henry, so often the fourth choice
seamer for a team which usually fields a
three-pronged pace attack, took the new
ball with relish and claimed career-best
figures of 4-93 in the first innings.

“I think the pleasing thing for us was
that we’re showing signs of improve-
ment with a number of experienced
players out as well, the guys stepped up
and contributed,” Williamson added.
“Someone like Jeet getting challenged
by probably the best bowling attack in
world cricket and fronting up game after
game was outstanding, especially
against the new ball. “Matt Henry, who
probably deserves more opportunities
through the year to see him take wickets
with the new ball it’s good for the depth.
“I think it is a good one to build from in
Test cricket.” —Reuters

Rainy end dampened end to a 
promising summer: Williamson


