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LONDON: Several whistleblowers have
approached the World Anti-Doping
Agency ( WADA) through a new pro-
gramme set up after revelations of ram-
pant state-sponsored doping in Russia,
WADA President Craig Reedie said yes-
terday. WADA this month launched its
“Speak Up” secure digital platform for
athletes and others to report anti-dop-
ing violations.

“We already have a number of
whistleblowers speaking to us, so I am
told,” said Reedie, speaking at the
SportsPro Live conference. He had no

details about which sports or countries
might be involved.

“The investigations people do not tell
the president of the organisation what
they are doing. And that’s exactly the
way it should be. That has to be confi-
dential.” Asked whether the world might
be facing another big scandal, after
Russian track and field athletes were
banned from last year’s Rio Olympics,
Reedie said he did not know but hoped
not. WADA recommended that the
entire Russian team be excluded from
Rio after an independent report by

Richard McLaren, published just before
those Games, accused the country of
widespread state-sponsored doping.

The IOC rejected a proposed blanket
ban and instead let international sports
federations decide which athletes
should be eligible to compete. Russia
has said it hopes to have the suspension
of its anti-doping body RUSADA lifted in
November, but Reedie said that could
not be relied upon. He said a decision on
Russian athletes’ participation at next
year’s Pyeongchang Winter Olympics in
South Korea needed to be made as early

as possible and they could expect an
aggressive programme of targeted test-
ing in the run-up.

“I certainly want (Russia) to be com-
pliant as quickly as possible. Not having
the biggest country in the world compli-
ant poses problems for sport that sport
is finding very, very difficult to handle,”
he said. “What I think is important going
into Pyeongchang is that whatever else
happens, there is a very rigorous pre-
Games testing exercise,” he added.  

“I think the pre-Games testing pro-
gramme, which is easier to do for a win-

ter Games than a summer Games
because you’ve got fewer sports, will
almost certainly be extensive and
authoritative.” The chances of Russian
athletes competing at this year’s world
athletics championships in London in
August remain slim. “I think it would be
difficult for the IAAF to remove the sus-
pension of Russian athletics while the
Russian anti-doping agency is non-com-
pliant,” Reedie said. “My guess is that it
would be a struggle to have them com-
pliant in time to allow the IAAF to
change their view.”  — Reuters

More whistleblowers are talking to WADA, says Reedie

KEY BISCAYNE: Roger Federer of Switzerland returns a shot to Roberto Bautista Agut of Spain during Day 9 of the Miami Open at Crandon Park
Tennis Center on Tuesday in Key Biscayne, Florida. — AFP

Federer and Nadal advance, 
Wawrinka ousted at Miami 

KEY BISCAYNE: For Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, it was a happy anniversary. For Stan
Wawrinka, it was not a happy birthday. Federer
and Nadal - playing back-to-back on stadium
court on the 13th anniversary of their very first
match - both advanced Tuesday to the quarterfi-
nals of the Miami Open, surviving strong tests in
both cases. Wawrinka wasn’t as fortunate, the
No. 1 seed getting bounced on his 32nd birth-
day by teenager Alexander Zverev.

“Every match is going to be tough from now
on,” said second-seeded Kei Nishikori, who also
survived a three-setter to reach the quarters.
That seems to already be holding true.

The fourth-seeded Federer outlasted No. 14
Roberto Bautista Agut 7-6 (5), 7-6 (4), the fifth-
seeded Nadal got past Nicolas Marut 6-4, 7-6 (4),
and Nishikori - a finalist at Key Biscayne a year
ago - rallied from a break down in the final set to
beat Federico Delbonis 6-3, 4-6, 6-3.

Federer is 16-1 this year, matching his career-
best record at this point in a season. “Is it the
best I’ve ever played?” Federer said. “For me, it’s
hard to say yes to that question. ... 

Maybe on the offensive side, overall, I think
I’m doing definitely a few things better than I
ever have. I do feel that I have improved. The
game has evolved, I had to adjust, but overall I
do believe I’m probably a better player than I
was 10 years ago.” Zverev, who turns 20 next
month, downed Wawrinka 4-6, 6-2, 6-1, and
showed no ill effects by playing just 24 hours
after winning a three-setter over John Isner that
went entirely to tiebreakers. “I played well in the
second and third,” Zverev said. “I turned it
around a little bit. I had to be aggressive.” Zverev
won 26 of the 36 points played in the final set.

BIRTHDAY CAKE
“I had no more gas in the second and third

sets,” said Wawrinka, who smiled when a surprise
birthday cake - replete with ‘Stan The Man’ letter-
ing - was brought into his post-match news con-
ference.  “But at the end of the day, you have to
try with what you have that day, and today was
not enough.” Nadal won the only break point
played in his match against Marut, and it was
enough. He was an up-and-coming 17-year-old
when he faced Federer at what was then called
the NASDAQ-100 Open in 2004, and surprised
many with a straight-set win that day.

More than a decade later, they’re still rolling.
“It’s a good start of the year, I think, for both of
us,” Nadal said. “Obviously, it’s a little bit better
for him, but at the same time I’m happy with the
way that I am playing, happy with the way that I
started the year after a tough second part of the
year last year with injuries.

“So I think it’s a positive for both of us that we
can still (be) around here and be very competi-
tive almost every week that we are playing.”

Federer had a battle with Bautista Agut, and
seemed to enjoy himself. He needed - and got -
a break with Bautista Agut serving for the first
set, and with Federer serving at 4-5 in the sec-
ond they played about a half-dozen back-and-
forth shots at the net in a tete-a-tete that ended
with Federer winning the point.

He cracked a slight smile as the crowd roared.
Federer gets Wednesday off, and will meet 10th-
seeded Tomas Berdych on Thursday in the quar-
ters. Berdych advanced with a 6-3, 7-5 win over
Adrian Mannarino. “You’ll always take those days
off,” Federer said. “They are worth gold.”

Nishikori will next face unseeded Fabio
Fognini of Italy, who beat Donald Young 6-0, 6-4. 

Young’s loss meant only one American man
would reach the quarters - that being No. 13
Jack Sock, who beat Jared Donaldson 6-2, 6-1.

Karolina Pliskova, who has never found Miami
exactly to her liking, got into the women’s semifi-
nals with a 6-3, 6-4 win over 26th-seeded Mirjana

Lucic-Baroni. It’s the first time Pliskova has made
the semifinals at Key Biscayne. Pliskova improved
to 23-3 this year, the best record on the women’s
tour. “I’m really enjoying my tennis this year ...
winning almost every match so far,” said Pliskova,
who took advantage of 10 double faults by Lucic-
Baroni and avenged a loss to her in the Australian
Open quarterfinals. —AP

NEW YORK: While the impending start of the
world championships created urgency for
USA Hockey and the women’s national team
to hammer out a deal, the agreement had
everything to do with tournaments over the
next four years and beyond.

The sides finalized an agreement Tuesday
night that avoided what would’ve been a his-
toric boycott for the defending gold medal-
ists at the world championships on home ice.
Instead, they settled on terms that could lead
to players earning as much as $129,000 in an
Olympic year and also set USA Hockey on a
path to grow the women’s game even further.

“We didn’t want to settle for something
that wasn’t going to push women’s hockey as
far as we thought it was able to go,” US cap-
tain Meghan Duggan said by phone. “Really
excited about what this brings for the future
of women’s hockey, obviously for our team
right now, the way that it represents the past
USA Hockey. I think it’s all around an incredi-
ble deal and an incredible day and moment.”

The deal means players will be on the ice
Friday in Plymouth, Michigan, to begin their
title defense against archrival Canada. The
team is scheduled to practice Wednesday
once everyone arrives for hurried prepara-
tions in advance of a tournament that will
now be a celebration of USA Hockey instead
of a stage for criticism for not getting a deal
done. USA Hockey executive director Dave
Ogrean said laying a foundation for the future
of the women’s game was the crux of the
agreement.

“It was critical to go through this process
and to get this done, and I’m pretty sure that
the women are very, very satisfied with where
we ended up and it puts us in a great place to
all move forward in a great way,” Ogrean said

by phone Tuesday night. Coming off making
just $1,000 a month for six months around
the Olympics, this contract pays players
roughly $3,000 a month, with annual com-
pensation surpassing $70,000 when com-
bined with contributions from the United
States Olympic Committee. Players receive
Olympic medal bonuses of $20,000 for gold
and $15,000 for silver from USA Hockey and
$37,500 for gold, $22,500 for silver and
$15,000 for bronze from the USOC, which
means 2018 could be a banner year for the
women’s national team based on its success
in Pyeongchang, South Korea.

As part of the agreement, players also
received business class travel that men get for
the world championships and the insurance
protection they asked for.

“There was compromises on both sides,
but the contract in its entirety, it’s going to
change the lives of the current players that
are on the team right now (and also) the next
generation,” star forward Jocelyne
Lamoureux-Davidson said by phone. “It’s
going to be a turning point for women’s
hockey in the US (and) I feel like a turning
point for women’s hockey in the world.”

Duggan called it a “historic moment in
women’s sports.” USA Hockey president Jim
Smith said people will look back on this day
“as one of the most positive in the history” of
the organization. After more than a year of
negotiations over wages and equitable sup-
port, players announced March 15 that they’d
boycott the International Ice Hockey
Federation Women’s World Championship if
significant progress wasn’t made toward an
agreement. The sides met for 10-plus hours in
person last week and continued conversa-
tions before finally agreeing to a deal.—AP

USA Hockey, women reach 
agreement, seeks growth 

RANCHO MIRAGE: When Maria Sharapova
realized her tennis career could be ended by
what she claims was an accidental doping
violation, the former world No. 1 decided she
had to fight.

“When you love what you do, and you do
it with passion and integrity ... then you know
what you stand for and who you are, and
that’s why I fought so hard to get that back,”
Sharapova said. Sharapova believes she tri-
umphed over injustice when she managed to
get her doping ban reduced to 15 months
last October. The five-time Slam winner plans
to return to competition next month at
Stuttgart.  Although the Russian-born
Sharapova realizes she’s closer to the end of
her career than the beginning, she told a
women’s sports conference Tuesday that she
couldn’t accept the initial two-year suspen-
sion levied by the International Tennis
Federation. The Court of Arbitration for Sport
reduced her ban.

One of the world’s wealthiest and best-
known female athletes has been idle since
the 2016 Australian Open, where she tested
positive for meldonium, an over-the-counter
Latvian drug of dubious cardiac benefit. The
substance was banned by the World Anti-
Doping Agency earlier that year, but
Sharapova claims she missed the memo
instructing her to stop using it after 10 years.
“You always want to end your career or a
chapter in your life on your terms and in your
voice,” Sharapova said. “And to be in a
moment where you felt like it could have
ended on someone else’s terms was very diffi-
cult for me to accept. That’s why I fought so
hard for the truth to be out. You don’t realize
how much you love something, how much
something means to you, until you lose it for
some time.” Sharapova took questions only
from moderator Julie Foudy at the ANA
Inspiring Women in Sports Conference, a
gathering of athletes and prominent profes-
sionals preceding the LPGA’s first major of the
season at Mission Hills Country Club. The con-
ference was produced by IMG, the sports and
entertainment conglomerate that represents
Sharapova.

Despite the tightly controlled nature of
Sharapova’s appearance, she went into detail
on many aspects of her life during her sus-

pension. While traveling extensively with
friends and eating countless dinners with
family, she also dabbled in university classes
at Harvard and in London, and she served
brief internships everywhere from Nike to the
NBA, where she shadowed Commissioner
Adam Silver.

“I learned that life is OK without tennis,”
Sharapova said. “Life can be OK, which is a
scary thought, because when you’ve done
something for so long, you always think of,
‘Well, how am I going to feel when I don’t
have that?’ It gave me a chance to realize that
you’re the one that creates your life, and you
create your own opportunities.”

Sharapova also revealed she has been
training intensely for four months to get her
momentum back. Tuesday was a rare day off,
thanks to her trip from her beachside home
near Los Angeles to the desert.

WILD CARD ENTRY
“In tennis, you lose a lot of hand-eye coor-

dination,” Sharapova said. “Practice is never
the same as match play. It’s really different to
face someone on the other side of the net. It’s
a very different feeling.”

Sharapova will return as a wild card entry
in Stuttgart’s Porsche Tennis Grand Prix, a
tournament she won three consecutive times
from 2012-14 before Angelique Kerber won
the past two.

Sharapova’s suspension ends on the third
full day of play at the tournament, and she
won’t be allowed even to set foot in Porsche
Arena before Wednesday, April 26, the day of
her first match. Women’s No. 1 Kerber,
Dominika Cibulkova and men’s No. 1 Andy
Murray are among several players angered by
Sharapova being allowed to resume her
career in main draws without playing her way
back through qualifiers.

The question will receive even more scruti-
ny when the French Open and possibly
Wimbledon must decide whether to give a
free pass to Sharapova, a former champion of
both events.

Earlier this month at Indian Wells, Kerber
called it “a little bit strange” for Sharapova to
be allowed into Stuttgart and to start play,
although that tournament typically holds a
handful of first-round matches todays.—AP

Maria Sharapova

Sharapova proud of her passion, 
integrity as doping ban ends

MIAMI: Czech second seed Karolina
Pliskova avenged her Australian Open
quarter-final loss to Mirjana Lucic-Baroni
with a 6-3 6-4 win over the 26th-seeded
Croatian to secure a spot in the Miami
Open semi-finals on Tuesday.

After Pliskova had booked her last-four
berth, Danish 12th seed Caroline Wozniacki
set up a showdown against the 25-year-old
with a 6-4 6-3 victory over another Czech,
Lucie Safarova, to advance.

Lucic-Baroni, seeking to build on her
career-reviving run in Australia, did well to
neutralise Pliskova’s powerful serve early in
the match but was not able to back it up
when it was her turn to hold.

The 35-year-old Croatian, who rolled
back the years with a run to the last four in
Australia, served nine double faults during
the opening set-including on set point-and
was broken four times to fall behind in 28
minutes.

Lucic-Baroni eventually found her serv-
ing range and built a 4-2 lead in the second
set but Pliskova relied heavily on her fore-
hand and court movement to get out of
trouble, winning four consecutive games to
close out the match.

“I played much better here than I was
playing (in Melbourne),” Pliskova told
reporters. “Also, the conditions here are dif-
ferent, and she was playing better tennis
there because it was faster. It suited her
better in Australia. “So definitely, I was feel-
ing more confident with this match. I had a
different game plan today.” Lucic-Borini
acknowledged that the glaring weakness in
her game on the night had been pivotal in
the defeat.

“I started out great but then I couldn’t
find my serve. The more I was making mis-
takes the worse I was getting,” she said.

“I was able to calm down and fix it in
the second but then I just had a lot of bad
luck after 4-2. But she played great, a pret-
ty flawless match. It was still pretty close
but i t  just  didn’t  go my way today.”
Wozniacki, already a two-time finalist this
year,  was her  typical  tenacious sel f
against Safarova, scurrying for every ball
to earn another tilt at Pliskova, who won
in straight sets when they met in the
Doha final last month. — Reuters

Pliskova to play 
Wozniacki in semis

KEY BISCAYNE: Caroline Wozniacki of
Denmark celebrates defeating Lucie
Safarova of Czech Republic during Day 9
of the Miami Open at Crandon Park Tennis
Center on Tuesday in Key Biscayne,
Florida.   — AFP


