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PARIS: Turkish runner Elvan Abeylegesse was yesterday stripped of two
Olympic silver medals and one world silver after a re-analysis of an in-
competition doping test dating back to 2007. The Ethiopian-born mid-

dle and long-distance runner tested positive on August 25,
2007, after winning silver at the 2007 World Athletics

Championships in Osaka. Track and field’s world gov-
erning body, the IAAF, said in a statement Wednesday
that her results from August 25, 2007, to August 25,
2009, have been removed, with the 34-year-old retro-

spectively banned from September 29, 2015, to
September 28, 2017. That means Abeylegesse will

be stripped not only of that world silver but
also the 5000m and 10,000m silver medals

she won at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. The
double distance gold she won at the 2010

European championships in Barcelona
still stand. —AFP

Abeylegesse stripped of 
world, Olympic medals 

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Cricket Board yesterday suspended
Mohammad Irfan for a year and also fined the tall fast bowler one million
rupees ($9,500) for violating the sport’s anti corruption code during the
Pakistan Super League. The PCB’s anti-corruption unit chief Mohammad
Azam said Irfan admitted he was twice approached by bookmakers dur-
ing the PSL, but didn’t inform anti-corruption officials in
time about the aproach. Azam said Irfan’s suspension
could be reduced to six months if he doesn’t further vio-
late the anti-corruption code and also helps in the
ongoing inquiry into alleged spot-fixing in the PSL.
Irfan’s suspension begins from March 14, when the
PCB provisionally suspended the fast bowler and asked
him to reply to cricket board’s notice of charge. “I was
twice approached,” Irfan told reporters in the eastern city
of Lahore, but he maintained he did nothing wrong. “It
was my mistake that I didn’t inform (the ACU offi-
cials) about the approaches in time.—AP

LEICESTER: Former Leicester City manager Claudio Ranieri, who defied
5000-1 odds to lead the team to a fairytale Premier League title in 2016,
has said he is still stunned by his sacking last month. The 65-year-old
Italian lost his job after a nine-game losing streak that left the club hang-
ing one point above the relegation zone. Since his departure, Leicester
have won all four of their matches to move six points above the bottom
three and reached Europe’s Champions League quarter-finals. “Thinking
of Leicester the first thing that comes to mind is the sense of surprise
more than bitterness,” British media quoted Ranieri as saying at an event
in Rome on Tuesday. “The biggest thing is I’m just a coach who has had
the joy of winning a championship with a fantastic adventure and then
to experience the sorrow of what happened next. “I had been through a
lot in my long career, but never anything like this. It was a shock. Even if
in the end, these things are part of football.” Ranieri has rejected offers
from Italian team Citta di Palermo and German side VfL Wolfsburg, as
well as offers from Chinese and Dubai teams in the past few weeks, with
the hopes of making a swift return to England’s top-flight, according to
the Times. — Reuters

Ranieri still shocked 
by Leicester sacking

S PORTS

Pakistan bowler Irfan 
banned for a year

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Disabled
Athletics team returned from the UAE with
32 medals of various colors, after participat-
ing in the Shariqa International

Championship and Fazza International
Athletics tournament. Member of the Board
of Kuwait Disabled Sports Club Anwar Al-
Mutawa said the team won 17 medals in
Shariqa and 15 in Fazza.

He added that 10 team members quali-

fied including a female qualified to the
world athletics championship to be held in
London next August. He said those quali-
fied varied between running with wheel
chairs, hammer and discuss throw. They are
Hamad Al-Adwani, Ahmad Al-Mutairi, Faisal

Al-Rajhi, Abdallah Al-Saif, Nasser Al-Saleh,
Abdallah Al-Saleh, Mohammad Nasser,
Abdelmohsen Al-Otaibi, Dhari Boutti in
addition to the female athlete Basima Faraj.

Al-Mutawa said club president Shafi Al-
Hajiri was keen on participating in both

championships to qualify the largest num-
ber of athletes to the international tourna-
ment, which is the most important this year.
He said the club will participate in the Tunis
International and Morocco International
tournaments to qualify more athletes.

Kuwait Disabled Athletics team bags 32 medals in UAE

MOSCOW: The president of world chess’s governing body
said yesterday that an attempted “revolution” to oust him by
falsely announcing his resignation had failed, and that he
would serve out his full term and might even stand for re-
election.

Russia’s Kirsan Ilyumzhinov-a millionaire businessman
and ex-politician who once said he had been abducted by
aliens- has headed FIDE, chess’s governing body, for the last
22 years, flying around the world to promote chess.  But
since Monday, after a weekend meeting in Greece of FIDE’s
presidential board, Ilyumzhinov has been embroiled in a
surreal power struggle with his organisation’s secretariat.  A
statement announcing he had resigned appeared on FIDE’s
website on Monday. A letter from Ilyumzhinov saying that
was “untrue” appeared on the same site on Tuesday along
with a separate letter from Nigel Freeman, FIDE’s executive
director, contradicting him and saying he had repeatedly
declared he was quitting.

Chess and politics are no strangers. Cold War rivalry gave
a special edge to the 1972 world championship, in which
American Bobby Fischer beat Russian Boris Spassky, and the
1978 contest between Anatoly Karpov and Viktor Korchnoi
pitted the golden boy of Soviet chess against a dissident
who defected to the West.

In the 1990s, FIDE witnessed a major rebellion when
then-champion Garry Kasparov accused it of corruption and
set up a breakaway body. But even by FIDE standards, the
current machinations are unusual.

Ilyumzhinov, 54, who has in the past beaten chess greats
such as Karpov and Kasparov to win a slew of FIDE presiden-
tial elections, told a news conference in Moscow he had
defeated an attempt at political intriguing and remained in
charge of world chess.

“I didn’t sign any resignation announcement or hand one
over. I’m the current president,” he said, adding that the mat-
ter of his possible resignation had come up in informal dis-
cussions but that he had made clear he did not think he
should go unless there was proof he was at fault in some
way. Ilyumzhinov, who has stirred controversy in the West by
meeting strongmen leaders such as Libya’s late Muammar
Gaddafi, said that FIDE officials who had announced his res-
ignation had been “economical with the truth” and likened
what had happened to “a revolution to seize the telegraph
office.” When asked if there had been an attempted coup
against him, he said: “Yes.” 

Freeman, FIDE’s executive director, did not immediately
respond to a request to respond to Ilyumzhinov’s com-
ments. In his letter on the organisation’s web site he said
Ilyumzhinov had definitely resigned and that an extraordi-
nary presidential board meeting would be held on April 10
to discuss the matter.

“During the presidential board meeting in Athens, you
several times threatened to resign and at the end of the
meeting, three times you repeated ‘I resign’ before leaving
the room,” Freeman wrote.

Ilyumzhinov was placed under US sanctions in November
2015 after Washington accused him of helping the Syrian
government.  The chess enthusiast has met Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, but denies the US accusations.

He said yesterday he intended to serve out his full term as
FIDE president and would decide next year whether to run
for re-election in September 2018. —Reuters
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DUBAI: Kuwaiti motocross champion and Red Bull athlete
Mohammed Jaffar will be participating for the first time in
the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge with high aims to achieve
top ranks.  The third round of the 2017 FIA World Cup for
Cross-Country Rallies and the opening round of the FIM
Cross-Country Rallies World Championship kicks off with a
super special stage at the Al Forsan International Sports
Resort on April 1 and runs through the deserts of the Rub Al
Khali until April 6. The Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge is a
round of the FIA World Cup for Cross Country Rallies and the
FIM Cross Country Rallies World Championship, and is being
staged in 2017 for the 27th time. 

Founded by Mohammed Ben Sulayem and organized by
the Automobile & Touring Club of the UAE (ATCUAE), the
event was the first motorsport event to ever be staged in
Abu Dhabi and the first World level motorsport event in the
GCC region.

The event is held over 6 competitive days across Abu
Dhabi emirate, kicking off with a spectator stage on the
afternoon of April 1 at the Al-Forsan Sports Club, before
heading into the desert of the Empty Quarter for five days of
grueling rally stages before finishing back at the Yas Marina
Circuit on April 6.

The event will feature the world’s best Cross Country
Drivers and Riders, including Nasser Al-Attiyah, Sh. Khalid Al-
Qassimi, Mikko Hirvonen and Sam Sunderland.

Mohammed Jaffar in action

Kuwaiti motocross champion Mohammed Jaffar
challenges Abu Dhabi’s desert for the first time

Mohammed Jaffar
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