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The ministry said in a statement that the new rates on
shops and apartments will be 5 fils per kilowatt instead of the
existing rate of 2 fils a kilowatt. The new rates have been
sharply reduced following threats by lawmakers to grill the
prime minister. Based on the law passed last year, the new
charges for shops would have been 25 fils per kilowatt, a mas-
sive 12-fold hike. For apartments inhabited by expatriates, the
charges would have reached 15 fils a kilowatt. Kuwaiti citizens
are exempted from the increase.

Meanwhile, the National Assembly session yesterday was
cut short for the second day in a row over heated arguments
and a lack of quorum, as opposition MPs blamed the govern-
ment and its lawmakers for the “deliberate” disruption. The ses-
sion kicked off with an argument between Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and Islamist opposition MP Mohammad
Hayef, who blamed the speaker for deleting important words
from his speech on Tuesday. The two traded strong words but
the argument ended quickly.

Pro-government MP Saadoun Hammad was again involved
in heated exchanges with opposition MPs that forced the
speaker to adjourn the proceedings for 15 minutes to restore
order. Hammad was protesting against MP Jamaan Al-
Harbash, who showed a picture of Hammad sitting next to the

former undersecretary of the health ministry and signing
some transactions. Hammad said Harbash was trying to pro-
tect his brother who was the head of the Kuwait medical office
in Germany, “under whom some 628 million euros have disap-
peared”. Harbash denied the accusation categorically and said
Hammad was lying. Several other opposition lawmakers also
called Hammad a liar who was accused of accepting bribes
from the government. 

At this point, the speaker adjourned the session. When the
Assembly resumed its work, there was no quorum to take any
decision, so the speaker decided to continue with the debate
over the government’s program, which was harshly criticized
by a large number of lawmakers for failing to contain real
development projects. During the debate, Islamist MP Waleed
Al-Tabtabaei charged that the Assembly proceedings were
being deliberately disrupted in a tactic hatched by the govern-
ment and its supporters in the Assembly.

He reiterated a threat that he will file to grill the prime min-
ister on April 3 if the government does not reinstate the
revoked citizenships and scrap the hike in petrol prices,
besides issuing a general pardon. Commenting on the com-
mittee set up by the Cabinet to study the issue of the revoked
citizenships, he said the committee should submit the names
of its members at the start of next week, otherwise “we will file
to grill the prime minister”. 
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with the Palestinians, but he also stopped short of reiterat-
ing a commitment to a two-state solution. Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas criticized Israeli policy in his
speech at yesterday’s summit. “The Israeli government has
since 2009 worked on wrecking the two-state solution by
accelerating the tempo of settlements and the confiscation of
land,” Abbas told the leaders. Trump’s Middle East envoy Jason
Greenblatt met Abbas before yesterday’s summit, the second
such meeting in two weeks. Trump has also invited Abbas to
the White House.

“(Greenblatt) had a lot of queries and we are answering
them to complete the picture in their minds and speaking as
Arabs in one language,” Abbas said. He had told Greenblatt
that Palestinians remained as firm as ever in their demand for
an independent state, he said. The Palestinians and Arabs want
Arab East Jerusalem - which Israel captured in a 1967 war and
later annexed in a move not recognized internationally - as the
capital of a future state encompassing the Israeli-occupied
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

King Abdullah, whose dynasty has custodianship over
Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem, said any unilateral Israeli move
to change the status quo in the Dome of the Rock and the
Aqsa mosque would have “catastrophic” consequences for the
future of the region, inflaming Muslim sentiment. UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres also endorsed a two-state
solution, telling summit participants this was the “only path to
ensure that Palestinians and Israelis can realize their national
aspirations and live in peace, security and dignity”.

As the summit of the 22-member Arab League opened in
Sweimeh on the Dead Sea coast, King Abdullah suggested
that failing to come together would expose the region open to
outside influence. “We need to take the initiative to find solu-
tions to all the challenges we face in order to avoid foreign
interference in our affairs,” he said. Arab leaders have been

unable to find common ground on how to end Syria’s conflict,
which in six years has killed more than 320,000 people and
forced millions from their homes.

Various Arab nations support different proxy forces on the
ground and there is disagreement on the future of President
Bashar Al-Assad, whose participation in the league has been
suspended since 2011. While some say Assad must go for any
peace deal, others, including Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah
Al-Sisi, have not insisted on his departure as a condition for a
political agreement. The divisions have allowed other nations
including Iran, Russia and Turkey to take the diplomatic initia-
tive.

Arab League head Ahmed Abul Gheit said he regretted the
fact member states were watching “events in Syria without the
possibility of intervening,” calling the conflict “shameful”.
Visiting a refugee camp in Jordan ahead of the summit,
Guterres called for differences to be set aside.  “Arab unity is a
very important element in order to allow this region to be sta-
bilized and for... the Syrian refugees to find again a future that
corresponds to their aspirations,” he said.

Jordanian officials have stressed fighting “terrorism” as a
major theme of the summit, in particular the threat from IS
which is facing US-backed offensives in Iraq and Syria. “Arab
and Muslim countries must unite their efforts to combat ter-
rorism,” Abdullah said in his address. Addressing the summit,
Sisi said it was “regrettable that certain powers are benefitting
from the unprecedented situation in the region to bolster their
influence and expand their control”- an apparent reference to
Iran’s role in the conflicts.

Previous Arab League summits have seen little progress in
overcoming divisions and analysts were expecting more of the
same. “I think this summit won’t be any different,” said Oraib Al-
Rantawi, head of the Al-Quds Centre for Political Studies. 

“The Arab (political) system is weak, divided and has been
plagued by defects for years,” he said. “No breakthrough is
expected.” — Agencies 

Arab leaders urge unity...
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of the device and appears to curve seamlessly around its
edges. The home button has been replaced with a pressure-
sensitive section embedded under the screen. Both phones
are water resistant and allow for biometric authentication with
fingerprint and iris scanners.

Bixby marks a further step into services for the world’s
biggest smartphone vendor, allowing users to shop, search for
images and get details about nearby places with image recog-
nition technology. Samsung’s services chief Sriram Thodla said
Bixby would allow for better navigation of applications on the
phone. “We’ve built intelligence into the camera,” he said. “If
you see something you want to buy, just point the camera at it
and Bixby will find it from one of our partners.” The digital assis-
tant will also enhance the phone’s capabilities as a remote con-
trol for connected home devices, Thodla said.

The South Korean electronics giant late last year bought Viv,
an artificial intelligence startup with co-founders who were
part of the team that built virtual assistant Siri, which Apple
bought some seven years ago. As Samsung’s top-line handsets,
the Galaxy S8 models will challenge the latest Apple iPhones.
The new phones will be available starting April 21, Samsung
said. In the US market, they will be sold through major carriers
and retailers, with unlocked devices priced from $725.

The Galaxy S8 release comes after Samsung was forced to
recall its Note 7 phones for catching fire due to overheating
batteries. The debacle cost the South Korean company billions
of dollars in lost profit and hammered its global reputation
and credibility, during a torrid period that has also seen it

embroiled in a corruption scandal. Its vice-chairman Lee Jae-
Yong, heir to the parent Samsung group, has been arrested
and indicted for bribery, along with four other senior execu-
tives, in connection with a graft scandal that saw ex-president
Park Geun-Hye impeached. Samsung apologized to con-
sumers for the recall and was forced to postpone the S8
launch. Its investigation blamed the problems on faulty batter-
ies. The firm later embarked on a campaign to restore its bat-
tered reputation, placing full-page advertisements in US news-
papers that admitted it “fell short” on its promises. The tech
giant says it has also come up with elaborate step-by-step
safety verification procedures for future products to prevent
similar disasters.

As part of its launch, Samsung will be including its Gear vir-
tual reality headset to customers pre-ordering the handsets.
Samsung also introduced its Dex adapter which allows the
smartphones to be transformed into desktop computers. Jan
Dawson of Jackdaw Research was impressed by the new
devices but also noted they would be priced higher than com-
petitors from Apple and others. “The Samsung approach is
particularly clever, with its curved screen now less sharp on
the edges, offering a more symmetrical and therefore more
comfortable device,” he said in a blog post.

“The price of the new phones is up to $100 higher than
their predecessors and almost all of the premium smart-
phones they’ll be competing with, which feels like a big risk.”
Dawson said Samsung is betting “that its phones will justify a
higher price, whereas it could have used these new phones as
a way to drive higher sales after a couple of years of stagna-
tion.” — AFP 

Samsung eyes rebound with Galaxy S8
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would be “economically painful” for Britain, the first country
to leave the bloc. German Chancellor Angela Merkel also
rebuffed May’s call for negotiations on Britain’s withdrawal to
run alongside talks on a future trade agreement. Trade is a key
issue as Britain prepares to leave Europe’s single market in
order to control migration, but Merkel said the exit deal must
come first. “Only when this question is dealt with, can we,
hopefully soon after, begin talking about our future relation-
ship,” she said. Merkel said the other 27 EU nations were ready
to negotiate in a “fair and constructive” way, and said she
hoped Britain would “adopt the same spirit”.

The EU is determined to preserve its unity and has said any
Brexit deal must not encourage other countries to follow
Britain out of the door. May’s six-page letter struck a concilia-
tory tone and called for a “deep and special partnership” with
Brussels. While the EU faces the departure of one of its largest
and oldest members, May is also battling to keep her divided
nation together. The Brexit vote was only won by a narrow 52-
48 margin and Scotland’s nationalist government is now call-
ing for a fresh referendum on independence. “As we face the
opportunities ahead of us on this momentous journey, our
shared values, interests and ambitions can - and must - bring
us together,” May said.

Tusk is expected to issue draft guidelines for the negotia-
tions tomorrow, but the leaders of the other 27 EU nations will
not meet until April 29 to confirm their joint approach. As with
many divorces, negotiations could rapidly turn nasty over
money. The priority for the EU is settling Britain’s outstanding
bills, estimated at between €55 and €60 billion ($59-65 billion)

- an early battle that could set the tone for the rest of the talks.
Both sides are also keen to see a reduction in tensions in

Northern Ireland, which will have the UK’s only hard border
with the EU. Many business leaders are deeply uneasy about
May’s decision to leave Europe’s single market, a free trade
area of 500 million people that represents Britain’s largest trad-
ing partner. The Brexit vote sent the pound plunging and
there are concerns about economic stability if the negotia-
tions end without a new trade agreement in place. “If there’s
goodwill on both sides, it would certainly be possible to say:
‘We’re doing the divorce and then we can negotiate the future
deal alongside’,” said Catherine Barnard, professor of EU law at
the University of Cambridge.

May also used her letter to repeat her desire for an early
agreement over the post-Brexit status of more than three mil-
lion European nationals living in Britain, and one million British
expats in the EU. Nicolas Hatton, a Frenchman with a British
wife who leads a grassroots campaign for EU expatriates, said
he wanted a deal “so that we can get on with our lives”. “We
don’t want to be the bargaining chips in the negotiations and
today the triggering of Article 50 de facto makes us these bar-
gaining chips,” he told AFP.

Tens of thousands marched through London on Saturday
demanding Britain stay in the EU, with one banner urging
politicians to “stop this madness”. But others were elated that
Brexit was finally under way. “We’ll control our own destiny
instead of being governed by unelected bureaucrats in
Brussels,” said Martin Spearing, a 65-year-old London market
seller. In Sunderland, a bastion of Brexit support in northeast
England, former miner Tom Curras said: “I don’t believe that we
should be dominated by other countries.” — AFP

No turning back: UK triggers Brexit 


