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NEW DELHI: An African woman walks through one of the few neighborhoods that rents apartments to people of African origin in New Delhi, India. Mobs of Indians have repeatedly attacked African students in a New Delhi suburb in
recent days after rumors that a local boy had been kidnapped by Nigerians. — AP (See Page 11)

NEW DELHI: Indian police said yesterday they
have arrested a man on suspicion of burying
his newborn daughter alive because he want-
ed a boy. Local villagers rescued the baby over
the weekend after spotting her feet sticking
up from a shallow sand pit in farmland in the
Jajpur district of the eastern state of Odisha.
Police arrested her father Ramesh Chandra for
attempted manslaughter. The 35-year-old
part-time taxi driver is suspected of taking the

baby from her mother soon after she was born
on Saturday. “They were unable to explain
about the missing child after we scanned the
locality for expecting mothers,” investigating
officer Jyoti Prakash Pande said. He said
Chandra under questioning had admitted
burying the baby, saying he was too poor to
raise a daughter.

Many Indian parents consider daughters to
be a burden because of the huge dowries still

frequently required for marriage, while sons
are expected to support them in their old age.
The couple already have two daughters and a
son and had aborted two earlier pregnancies,
the officer said. It is unclear what will happen
to the newborn, named Dharitri by staff at the
hospital where she is under observation. A
mobile video shot at the time of her rescue
shows a villager slowly removing sand with his
bare hands and gently pulling out the infant

wrapped in a blue piece of cloth. The baby
suddenly cries as a large, jubilant crowd tries
to arrange an ambulance. 

The incident highlights the scandal of
female foeticide still plaguing the world’s
second most populous nation, which has a
skewed sex ratio of 940 females for every
1,000 males, according to the last official
census in 2011. Earlier this month police
recovered 19 female foetuses from a sewer in

the western state of  Maharashtra and
accused a doctor of illegally aborting them
on behalf of parents desperate for a boy.
India banned prenatal sex determination to
stop its misuse, although the tests are still
thought to be common, particularly in poor
rural areas. A 2011 study in the British med-
ical journal The Lancet found that up to 12
million girls had been aborted in the last
three decades in India. — AFP 

Indian dad accused of burying baby girl alive
Incident highlights the scandal of female foeticide

SEOUL: South Korean authorities faced a
deluge of criticism yesterday for announc-
ing that human remains had been found
from the sunken Sewol ferry, only to correct
themselves within hours to say they were
animal bones. Newspapers said relatives of
the missing had been put through “heaven
and hell” and accused the maritime ministry
of recklessness. Nine of the 304 people
killed nearly three years ago in one of the
South’s worst maritime disasters have never
been found.

Salvaging the wreck in one piece-finally
achieved in a complex operation last week-
had been a key demand of their families,
who say they have been unable to mourn
properly without the remains. The maritime
ministry raised their hopes Tuesday when it
said human remains had been found by
workers and were “suspected to be one of
the missing victims”. Little more than five
hours later it withdrew the assertion, saying
the pieces had been confirmed to be seven
animal bone fragments.

Citing forensic experts, Yonhap news
agency said they were from pig legs-and
could be immediately identified as such by
any specialist. In a front-page headline
Wednesday, the Hankook Ilbo declared:
“Maritime ministry gives relatives double
punch”. “Relatives of missing people had to
undergo heaven and hell in one swoop as
the government recklessly went ahead with
an important announcement without check-
ing basic facts,” it said. The Dong-A Ilbo daily
said it had “jumped the gun”, under a head-
line reading: “The maritime ministry goofs
up, again”. Animal bones and human bones
are easily discernible even to the naked eye,
it added. Relatives who have set up home at

a port near the accident site burst into tears
when a senior official told them “human
remains” had been retrieved, the paper said.
They rushed to reach a semi-submersible
anchored out at sea, where the wreck has
been loaded and the bone fragments were
found, only to be told of their animal origins.
Lost for words and exhausted, they returned
to their shelters in silence, according to the
daily. An unidentified ministry official was
quoted by the Chosun Ilbo newspaper as
saying: “The bones were in muck and we
were unable to take a close look at them”
before forensic experts arrived. “We never
imagined they could be from an animal.”

Reports suggested the bones could have
come from food on board the Sewol - pork
from Jeju, the ship’s destination, is a popular
regional specialty. A forensic scientist will be
stationed on board the semi-submersible
Dockwise White Marlin to avoid any further
misidentifications, the maritime ministry
said. The vessel is expected finally to bring
the Sewol to port at Mokpo in the coming
days, although preparatory work for the
journey was suspended on Wednesday due
to bad weather, Yonhap reported.

Almost all the victims of the sinking were
schoolchildren. Investigations concluded
the disaster was largely man-made-the
cumulative result of an illegal redesign of
the ship, an overloaded cargo bay, inexperi-
enced crew and a questionable relationship
between the ship operators and state regu-
lators. The ministry was heavily criticized
over the sinking, and the Kyunghyang daily
said the announcement debacle occurred
because it was now overly eager to prove
itself by producing results in the search for
the missing. — AFP 
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BEIRUT: Four Syrian towns are to be evacuated
under an agreement between pro-government
forces and rebels, in the latest of a series of deals
to end crippling years-long sieges. The agree-
ment, brokered by rebel supporter Qatar and
regime ally Iran, is expected to involve more than
30,000 people, the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights said. The deal reached late Tuesday
involves Zabadani and Madaya, besieged by
regime fighters near Damascus, and Shiite-major-
ity Fuaa and Kafraya in northwest Syria that are
encircled by rebels.

Such evacuations have been touted by
President Bashar Al-Assad as a way to end his
country’s six-year war, but his opponents say the

regime is redrawing Syria’s map with forced dis-
placement. The conflict has killed more than
320,000 people and forced millions more from
their homes. In the central city of Homs, where
evacuations from the last rebel-held district
resumed last month, a bomb struck a bus yester-
day, killing five people, state media said. 

The Observatory, a British-based monitor of
the war, said the residents of Zabadani, Madaya,
Fuaa, and Kafraya are to quit their hometowns
over the course of 60 days starting next week. All
of the residents of Fuaa and Kafraya are expected
to leave, while it was unclear if the evacuations of
Madaya and Zabadani would empty the towns
completely. The Yarmuk Palestinian camp south

of Damascus is also to be evacuated. “The evacu-
ations are not expected to begin until April 4 but,
as a goodwill measure, a ceasefire for the towns
came into effect overnight,” Observatory chief
Rami Abdel Rahman. “It is calm there now,” he
said, adding that the truce would last nine
months.  Islamist rebels in the northwest
province of Idlib have signed on to the deal,
under which 32,000 people are expected to be
evacuated, Abdel Raman said. At least 600,000
people are living under siege in Syria, according
to the United Nations, with another four million
people in so-called “hard-to-reach” areas. 

The four towns are part of an existing deal
reached in 2015 that has seen simultaneous and
equal aid deliveries and evacuations-with the
same number of trucks entering at the same
time. They last received humanitarian aid deliver-
ies in November. 

The UN, which oversaw the initial agreement,
has admitted that the “tit-for-tat arrangement” has
complicated efforts to get aid in. The UN’s human-
itarian office in Damascus said yesterday that it
“was not part of the agreement or the negotia-
tions.” The Syrian Arab Red Crescent, meanwhile,
confirmed that it would take part in evacuations
but could give no further details. 

The new deal also stipulates that Syria’s gov-
ernment release 1,500 prisoners held for political
activism since the uprising began in 2011 but
gives no time frame. The regime has been
accused by rights groups of the torture and sum-
mary executions of thousands of people in its
prisons and intelligence services headquarters.
The UN has hosted several rounds of peace talks
in Geneva to try to reach a political solution to
the conflict. — AFP
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This undated file image posted on a militant website shows fighters from the Islamic State
group, marching in Raqqa, Syria. — AP 


