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KUWAIT: The fifth edition of the Kuwait Yacht
Show (KYS), Kuwait’s leading event for yacht and
boat lovers, opened at Al-Kout in Fahaheel on
Tuesday. The four-day event, which has moved to
Marsa Al-Kout for the first time since its launch in
2013, will run from the 28th to the 31st of March,
making Kuwait once again the focus of the
marine world in the region.

After four years of growth, and as part of the
Kuwait Yacht Show’s mission to continually
expand and promote the nation’s marine sector,
the show is being held in Marsa Al-Kout - part of
Kuwait’s largest waterfront leisure and retail des-
tination.  Marsa Al-Kout is a luxurious, state-of-

the-art marina and yacht club with facilities for
more than 150 boats. The marina sits right next
door to Souq Al-Kout - the community hub of
southern Kuwait with its stunning views, and
Nag’at Al-Kout, the area’s traditional fishing
wharf where local fishermen ply their trade. With
the addition of the upcoming Al-Kout Mall and
the five-star Rotana Hotel, this unique blend of
traditional and modern experiences will make up
the largest waterfront leisure and retail destina-
tion in Kuwait, boasting a 1.6km stretch of
immaculate beachfront. 

“Kuwaitis are the pioneers of the small and
medium-size boat industry in the Gulf and they

are one of the largest investors in the sector,”
State Minister for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Information Minister Sheikh Mohammed
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah said.

220 exhibitors
On the sidelines of the opening of the Yacht

Show, Sheikh Mohammed noted that the num-
ber of participants in the exhibition for the cur-
rent year exceeded to 220 exhibitors locally,
regionally and internationally. “More than 50
different brands in the show including from the
Gulf, European and American, reflecting the
importance of this event in these exhibitors
and participants,” he pointed out.

He added that the Gulf factories are testing
their yacht’s product in Kuwait because these
manufacturers aware of the Kuwaitis love for
everything related to the sea. He stressed the
need to increase the investment in this indus-
try in order to settle in the country. Sheikh
Mohammed called all sea lovers to visit the
exhibition and see the variety of yachts, stress-
ing at the same time Kuwait’s intention to host
this exhibition in the coming years.

“This year, so many things are getting us
excited,” says Nouf Al-Hajeri ,  Operations
Director of the Kuwait Yacht show organizer,
PH7 Group. “Our water presentation has 2017
yacht models mostly between the sizes of 50 to
95 feet which reflects the market’s needs here
in Kuwait. SF Yachts are presenting Riviera 6000
and Monte Carle Yachts 86, Seas and Deserts

are having a lineup of 7 Azimuts between the
sizes of 43 to 95 feet, Sunseeker represented by
Powerboat center is docking 2 brand new mod-
els 68 feet and 52 feet, Bader Al-Yahya is dis-
playing 3 Galeons and other boats by Suprema
and Sealine and Alboom marine is display a
collection of boats and yachts by Gulf Craft
ranging between 36 and 63 feet. We also have
fishing boats and jetboats for watersport lovers
with brands like Robalo and Chaparral. Other
Brands include Searay and Bostonwhaler by
Seas and Deserts and IMG boats represented
by their dealer Fahad Al-Ghareeb.” “The on land
display features marine equipment and sup-
plies and boats ranging between 20 feet to 50
feet from many brands including Gulf Master,
Silsan and Halul. International brands include
Cigarette, Jeaneau, Bombardier Recreational
products, American boat brand Axis, Mercury,
Evinrude and Suzuki Engines, Kawazaki recre-
ational products, Navigational products, fish-
ing, diving gear and much more,” she said.

“To entertain our guests, we are having on
stage competitions on a fishing simulator with
great prizes from some of our exhibitors. We
will also give the stage to Hawana Bahry team
who are organizing debates, short talks and
share unique videos of sea adventurers exclu-
sively with KYS. All this and more, we are look-
ing forward to keep growing the Kuwait Yacht
Show year after year. With the guidance of the
President of the International Federation of
Boat Show Organizers, Goetz Jungmichel, who

also is the organizer of the Dusseldorf Boat
Show, one of the largest boat shows in the
world, we are surely looking forward to taking
the show to the next level,” she added.

Ministry’s support
A private init iat ive by PH7 Group,  The

Kuwait Yacht Show (KYS), has nonetheless
secured enthusiastic support from the states
Ministry of Commerce and Industry - a sure
sign of the value Kuwait places on the marine
economy, and an official acknowledgment of
the value this now well-established yacht
show has imbued on the international image
of the nation.

Hajeri stressed the importance of the spon-
sors, media supporters and Al-Kout’s manage-
ment “I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our automotive Sponsor Ali Alghanim
and Sons; our media sponsor Al-Anbaa and our
partners GIG Insurance, 4 Fest Contracting,
Men’s Passion, Vacations and Bahri for their
continued support .” She continued, “Each per-
son, organization or entity collaborating with
KYS knows how vital a role they are playing in
the success and continuation of the show.
Every yacht owner who has agreed to free his
space for KYS, every sponsor who has con-
tributed in building KYS and every media part-
ner who has helped in promoting the show
locally, regionally or internationally has truly
become a great ally and it is with honor that we
thank each and every one of you.” 

KUWAIT: State Minister for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Information Minister Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah inaugurates the Kuwait Yacht Show.

Kuwait Yacht Show returns for 5th edition 

Under the Prime Minister’s patronage

KUWAIT: The second and final day
of The first Kuwaiti  Youth and
Tourism featured workshops that
focused on reviewing the experi-
ences of youth and establishments
in tourism-related issues. The two-
day event was held under auspices
of Acting Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammed Al-
Abdulla Al-Sabah at Kuwait
Regency Hotel.

Speaking on a workshop titled
‘Small Ideas and Initiatives for
Touristic Projects’, Fares Al-Enezi, the
small projects’ director at the
Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP),
stressed that funding small projects
is a major investment in the field of
economic infrastructure. He also
called for having small touristic
enterprises lead the sustainable
touristic development in Kuwait.
Enezi added that only 10,000
Kuwaitis have their own businesses,
which is a small number consider-
ing that 450,000 expatriates work in
small projects in the country.

Meanwhile, Abdul Wahab Al-
Essa, social media activist and the
founder of the Boutiqaat project,
said that the youth are incapable of
launching major touristic ventures
while the state can do so and then
invite the youth and small project
entrepreneurs to operate them. 

Also speaking, former CEO of
Talabat Mohammed Jaafar called for
handing over the responsibility of
touristic and recreational sites to
the youth. He also noted that the
ability to attract investments is a
source of power for any country. 

In the meantime, the Saudi
Commission for Tourism and
National Heritage’s Advisor Dr
Monther Al-Ansari talked about
smart tourism applications and
stressed that strong financial sec-
tors could only be achieved through
tourism. He also stressed that
tourism needs certain elements
such as planning, promotion, mar-
keting, as well as developing human
resources, statistics, touristic
research, security, health and sus-
tainable environments. 

Ansari also stressed the signifi-
cance of human resources’ develop-
ment and employment in convinc-
ing GCC leaders of the importance
of tourism. He also stressed that the
concept of ‘Smart Tourism’ became a
must now since travel agents are
the people most affected by the
spread of modern communication
technologies. “Video language is so
important in Samrt Tourism applica-
tions,” he underlined, noting that a
majority of Smart phone users are
of the 10-20 age group, which
means that targeting them could
affect decisions on selecting touris-
tic destinations. 

The last of the workshops was
presented by engineer Phoebe Al-
Salem, and in focused on the plan-
ning criteria and tourism in Kuwait’s
fourth guide plan for 2040. Speakers
also included the Interior Ministry’s
Representative Major General
Adeeb Suaidan, who talked about
security as a major condition for
tourism. He also talked about the
facilities that his ministry provides
to issuing visas. 

Youth and Tourism forum

reviews successful experiences

KJA organizes Arab conference
KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists Association
(KJA) is currently preparing to organize
the Arab Independent Media and
Journalism Conference in Kuwait in the
period of April 5-6, 2017, KJA Board
member Duhairan Abalkhail said. The
conference takes place under auspices
of the Minister Of State For Cabinet
Affairs And Acting Minister Of
Information Sheikh Mohammed Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, and in collaboration

with the World Union Organization for
Arab Press (WUOAP), Abalkhail added.

A declaration of press freedom prin-
ciples will be signed at the sidelines of
the conference, as recommended by
WUOAP last year in Morocco, said
Abalkhail, who is also the head of the
organizing committee.

He added that a number of Arab
countries have already signed the decla-
ration, which already matches article

seven of the Kuwaiti constitution that
states that “justice, liberty, and equality
are the pillars of society.”  Further,
Abalkhail said that the two-day confer-
ence will include morning and evening
sessions to discuss setting a regional
mechanism to support the freedom of
the press in the Arab World, the chal-
lenges that the Kuwaiti press faces, pro-
tecting journalists’ professional and
social rights, among many other issues.


