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KUWAIT: In an exclusive interview with Kuwait
Times, award-winning Kuwaiti director and pro-
ducer Farrah Al-Hashem said she was surprised to
learn her film ‘Breakfast in Beirut’ was banned
from the inaugural Kuwait Film Festival held from
March 24 to 28, especially after she had been
invited to submit her entry for the fest. “I was
proud that a film festival was happening here. But
I was disappointed when I heard that my movie
was banned because of certain scenes that had
been requested to be removed by the censorship
department of the Ministry of Information,”
Hashem explained. 

So far, she has received no official notice from
the information ministry and was only told by an
official there that the film had not been screened.
“So I requested a clarification in an official letter
from the festival’s management, asking them to
send a signed and sealed notice from the Ministry
of Information saying that my movie was banned
and the reasons for it. But I am still waiting for this
letter. When I spoke with the ministry, they said
they never even saw the movie. So I am still trying
to figure this out,” Hashem told Kuwait Times.
Notably, Farrah Al-Hashem is the daughter of con-
troversial columnist and writer Fouad Al-Hashem
and niece of outspoken MP Safaa Al-Hashem. 

Origins of the film
“My feature film ‘Breakfast in Beirut’ is 72 min-

utes long and it is a fictional documentary that
depicts the lives of 13 people. I tell my story from
the point of view of Lebanese people who live
outside their country. The film is about the
Lebanese environment and life - what it is like to
be outside your country; what it is like to live in
another place, what is identity and what is home.
It talks about finding your home.

The ban 
“I was surprised when the censors asked me to

cut a lot of scenes. I had problem with the cuts, as
when I cut so many scenes from the film, it loses
its value and meaning. I thought it is better if we
do not screen it at all if we have to cut all the
important scenes. I have no problem cutting out
foul language, but how many times do we hear
cusswords in Western films or songs? I do not
think these words affect us as Kuwaitis, because
we hear them in all movies on TV and other net-
works. Still, I did not have a problem with that.

Previous films 
“I have made many short movies. I made a short

film called ‘7 hours’. It was screened at the
European Independent Film Festival in Paris and
won four international awards including best
screenplay, best performance and best short film.
It was also screened in the short film corner at

Festival Du Cannes, and won for best acting at the
Women Independent Film Festival in Santa
Monica, California and Los Angeles in 2013. I have
made six other films in New York and Los Angeles,
because I lived there and I was discovering life,
people and stories related to New Yorkers and peo-
ple living in Los Angeles. Usually, the artist depicts
their own environment when they make a movie. 

Awards 
“I then decided to shoot my first feature film

‘Breakfast in Beirut’, which participated in many
festivals and was awarded in Beirut. It even
received financial support from the Ministry of
Culture in Lebanon and from the Municipality of
Treviso in Venice, Italy. This award was turned into
a festival that was named after it - ‘Breakfast in
Beirut’ - in Venice. It was screened there for three
months, and was translated into various lan-
guages including English, French and Italian. The
film was also nominated as the best film at the
Lebanese film festival in Australia as Film of the
Year, and it got a special mention from the judg-
ing committee at the Alexandria film festival in
Egypt in 2015.

Limited budget
“In all its screenings, ‘Breakfast in Beirut’ was

always sold out. I was lucky as I did not have a big
budget for production, and shot it along with my
mother Awatif Al-Zain, general supervisor of the
film, who is a writer and journalist, and who
helped me with all the preparations. This film is
my little baby, and I did the montage, shooting,
production, directing, casting, acting and decor,
as I did not have a large enough budget to hire a
team of people to work with me.

Feeling sorry 
“Thousands of articles were published about

‘Breakfast in Beirut’ in many Arab countries and
even in the West. One critic in Kuwait wrote that
this was the best film he had watched in the last
few years. I was very happy with this comment,
and I hoped that this film is screened in Kuwait to
show how the Kuwaitis see Lebanon. Many
Kuwaitis used to spend their summer vacations
in Lebanon, and even HH the Amir did so. Many
Lebanese people are in Kuwait too, so it is a
beautiful exchange among the nations for the
past 30 or more years. So I hoped that people see
this movie from my view, as I lived in Beirut dur-
ing my studies and understood the Lebanese
community during the war. I’m sure if people
watch the movie, they will like it.

“As a Kuwaiti, I thought that they would
praise my work as the only female Kuwait film-
maker till now in the international arena. They
could have put me in a separate category of the
festival, even if it did not suit the other films;
even if it was out of competition. Although I
have been awarded internationally, it is not the
same as being awarded in my home country
Kuwait. I’m surprised of the ban here, as in
Lebanon, the censorship department told me
the movie was perfect and did not find any polit-
ical or social violations.    

“The film has been shown internationally
including at the prestigious Lumiere
International Film Festival in Rome, the Lebanese
film festival in Sydney and the CultFest in Mastre,
Italy. It also received critical acclaim including an
honorable mention from the Lebanese Ministry
of Culture and Film of the Year nomination at the
Lebanese Film Festival.”

Award-winning Kuwaiti movie
banned from first film festival
Hashem only female Kuwait filmmaker in international arena

The movie’s official poster.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Public Services Company
(PSC) yesterday decided to suspend the
Ministry of Health’s inquiry hotline (151)
because the ministry did not renew the
contract that expired in Oct 2016.
According to the expired contract, PSC
provides the service in return for an
annual fee. However, PSC had continued
providing the service until yesterday even
after the contract expired, claiming
Minister Jamal Al-Harbi is aware of the
issue and did not react. Notably, the 151
hotline received citizens’ complaints and
remarks on the services provided by the
health ministry. It annually received a
minimum of 20,000 calls and referred
them to the ministry’s citizen service
department. 

Unemployment
The total number of citizens registered

with the Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program (MGRP) who have
been awaiting employment for over six
months is 9,284 including 58 PhD hold-
ers, 3,502 bachelor degree holders and
1,675 two-year diploma holders. 

Allowances
The Ministry of Education asked the

Finance Ministry to provide it with KD
150 million to cover shortages in the
allowances of students dispatched for
study abroad. Notably, the total budg-
et allocated for scholarships is KD 260
million and the education ministry
had been previously  accused of
squandering it on students studying
specialties not included in the scholar-
ship program. 

Licenses
The Ministry of Commerce and

Industry is currently considering unify-
ing the procedures of issuing company
licenses and reducing issuance fees by
50 percent.  

Heavy oil
Kuwait Oil Company’s (KOC) Deputy

CEO for Northern Kuwait Badria
Abdulrahman Ali stressed that finding
methods to produce heavy oil and effi-
ciently refine it is a basic requirement to
make the best use of the rich reserves in
the Gulf region. Ali added that Kuwait
plans to start producing heavy oil by
the end of 2018 with an expected daily
production of 10,000-15,000 barrels
from the South Ritka field. She also pre-
dicted that production would increase
to 60,000 barrels six months later. 

PSC ends health ministry’s
hotline service for nonpayment

KUWAIT: Kuwait Anti-Corruption
Authority has referred six senior civil ser-
vants including government officials to
the public prosecution for failing to dis-
close their financial statements as sched-
uled. The authority said in a statement
yesterday, that the six citizens were
referred to the prosecution for their fail-
ure to divulge their financial status to the
authority within the legal time frame
required. 

The group submitted to the prosecu-
tion includes members of the cabinet,
the parliament and board members of

cooperative societies. However, the
authority indicated that these nationals
had actually submitted the required
statements, but they were late. 

It urged concerned citizens, required
to submit information about their finan-
cial status, to do so immediately and con-
tact it on the phone number 118 for any
clarifications. The authority also indicat-
ed that all personnel and ranking civil
servants, subject to the system, must
update the required financial data. It is
unclear what, if any, legal ramifications
will be taken against the six. — KUNA

Kuwait anti-corruption
authority refers officials

to prosecution

KUWAIT: The long-operating Shuaiba refin-
ery will shut down on April first after years
of contributing to Kuwait’s economic wel-
fare and progress. An event, slated for
today, will initiate the closure process.  The
refinery, owned by the Kuwait National
Petroleum Company (KNPC), is considered
one of the model oil facilities in the country,
the region, and the world. The shutdown
was attributed to the outdated design of
the facility, which was compatible with the
standards in the 1960s, but now the long-
serving refinery will end operations.

The refinery reached its highest produc-
tion capacity of around 200,000 barrels per
day (bpd) during its years of operation. The
closure of the facility will pave way for the
clean fuel project, which will begin next
year.  A number of senior oil officials will
attend the ceremony initiating the closure
of the facility tomorrow.

In a statement, the KNPC said that the
refinery’s employees would head to work in
other operations owned by the company.
KNPC said that several global companies

expressed interest in acquiring operating
units within the soon-to-be-shutdown
refinery, adding that an Italian group was
brokering the selling of the units.

The refinery was established in the
1960s during the reign of then Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah who set the cor-
nerstone of the facility. In 1968, the
Shuaiba refinery began operation and
started producing around 95,000 bpd.

The Shuaiba refinery went through
many historical highlights during its years
of operation namely in 1975 when he facili-
ty managed to increase production to
around 195,000 bpd. The facility also went
through horrible events especially in 1981
when a fire broke in one of the containers
in Shuaiba refinery, requiring firefighting
teams three days to put out the fire. The
incident suspended operations for 36 days.
Shuaiba refinery’s biggest challenge was to
overcome the destruction caused by the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990. The KNPC
owned-site was restored to full operation
after the liberation in 1991. — KUNA

Long-running Shuaiba
refinery shuts down in April

KUWAIT: The long-operating Shuaiba refinery owned by the Kuwait National
Petroleum Company (KNPC). — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A bedoon man was killed and three of his
children were injured during a car accident on Fifth

Ring road yesterday morning. Firemen arrived to the
scene shortly after the accident was reported, and
were able to rescue the injured children who were
handed over to paramedics and rushed to the closest

medical facil ity.  Meanwhile, the driver ’s body was
recovered by the coroner after paramedics pronounced
him dead on the scene. A case was filed to investigate
the causes of the accident.

DUBAI: Ensuring every child around the world
is in school and educated, is a key priority for
The Honorable Julia Gillard, Chair of the Board
of Directors of the Global Partnership for
Education. Speaking at the fifth Global
Education and Skills Forum (GESF) in Dubai, the
former Australian prime minister spoke of the
importance of solving the education deficit, in
terms of both access and funding. 

Moderated by Bobby Ghosh, Editor-In-Chief
at Hindustan Times, Gillard’s session looked at
the global shortage of teachers, access to edu-
cation and the funding needed to bridge the
gap for future generations. 

Part of the current issue was attributed to
the lack of global emphasis placed on educa-
tion until recent years, with the importance of
providing children with quality schooling only
recently being added to the agenda for humani-
tarian aid, particularly in poorer areas and areas
of conflict. 

Gillard said: “The problem is huge; at present,
there are around 260 million children who don’t
have access to primary and secondary school
education. We want to see every child in school
and every child educated. Looking globally, the
world currently spends around $1.3 trillion on
school education, but we need to be spending 3
trillion dollars annually by the year 2030.” 

A major barrier to progress in global educa-
tion is the shortage of quality teachers across
the globe, in which Gillard stated that the deficit
is in the hundreds of thousands of teachers,
with the challenge of training teachers being
“immense.”

In addressing the issue, Gillard believed that
there is a strong case to be made for advocacy

and the presence of a global movement: “If you
look at the world overall, many of the world’s
leaders are influenced by global campaigns. We
want to make sure that, this year, the global
campaign is around education.” 

Mothers were also cited as being instrumen-
tal in prompting a virtuous cycle of change; by
educating mothers, they can experience the
full impact that education provides in shaping
the future, and use that power as a driver in the
fight to ensure that their children go on to be

educated. Throughout the session, emphasis
was placed on the importance of global educa-
tion and ensuring that the message resonates
globally through platforms such as GESF. As
technology and society shifts, education con-
tinues to becoming increasingly important.
“Education is the key to the sort of change we
want to see in our planet,” concluded Gillard,
“the global education movement is about try-
ing to solve that, and we need to make the case
for change.”

$3 trillion spend on education
needed annually by year 2030 

DUBAI: Former Australia Prime Minister Julia Gillard speaks at GESF 2017.

Man arrested
for nurses

recruitment
scam

KUWAIT: An Indian national has been arrested for
his involvement in a high profile nursing recruit-
ment scam involving Kuwait. The man, who had fled
to Abu Dhabi, was arrested at the Nedumbassery
airport upon his return to India. 

Originally from Kottayam, the man allegedly
used his firm to charge nurses interested in work-
ing in Kuwait around KD 9,000 each for a job here -
thousands more than what is allowed by law in
India. The recruitment agency was reported to
have recruited around 1,000 nurses in 2014-2015.
He was alleged to have been working with Indian
government officials to overcharge the nurses and
is now facing criminal charges. 

Man killed, children injured in accident


