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BASKETBALL

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 44 26 .629 -       
Toronto 41 29 .586 3       
NY Knicks 27 42 .391 16.5  
Philadelphia 26 43 .377 17.5  
Brooklyn 13 56 .188 30.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 46 23 .667 -       
Indiana 35 34 .507 11      
Milwaukee 34 35 .493 12      
Detroit 34 36 .486 12.5  
Chicago 33 37 .471 13.5  

Southeast Division
Washington 42 27 .609 -       
Atlanta 37 32 .536 5       
Miami 34 36 .486 8.5   
Charlotte 30 39 .435 12      
Orlando 25 45 .357 17.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 43 27 .614 -       
Oklahoma City 40 29 .580 2.5   
Denver 33 36 .478 9.5   
Portland 32 37 .464 10.5  
Minnesota 28 41 .406 14.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 55 14 .797 -       
LA Clippers 41 29 .586 14.5 
Sacramento 27 43 .386 28.5  
Phoenix 22 48 .314 33.5  
LA Lakers 20 50 .286 35.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 53 16 .768 -       
Houston 48 22 .686 5.5   
Memphis 40 30 .571 13.5  
Dallas 30 39 .435 23      
New Orleans 29 41 .414 24.5  

NBA results/standings
Cleveland 125, LA Lakers 120; San Antonio 118, Sacramento 102; New Orleans 123, Minnesota 109; Toronto 116, Indiana 91; Portland 115,
Miami 104; Detroit 112, Phoenix 95; Philadelphia 105, Boston 99; Dallas 111, Brooklyn 104.

LOS ANGELES: Cleveland Cavaliers’ Kyrie Irving, center, drives past Los Angeles Lakers’ Julius Randle, right, as
Lakers’ D’Angelo Russell watches during the second half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, in Los Angeles. The
Cavaliers won 125-120. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving scored 46
points, and the Cleveland Cavaliers
used a fourth-quarter rally to knock off
the Los Angeles Lakers 125-120 on
Sunday. Irving connected on 15-of-21
shots from the floor and 6-of-10 from
three-point range for the Cavaliers,
who increased their lead over the
Boston Celtics for first place in the
Eastern Conference to 2 1/2 games.
LeBron James contributed 34 points,
seven assists and six rebounds, and
Kevin Love added 21 points and 15
boards for Cleveland. D’Angelo Russell,
who hit seven three-pointers, scored a
career-high 40 points for the Lakers,
who lost their fifth in a row. Jordan
Clarkson had 19 points and Brandon
Ingram chipped in 18 for Los Angeles.

76ERS 105, CELTICS 99
Dario Saric scored 23 points and

Robert Covington nailed a go-ahead
three-pointer with 3:41 left as
Philadelphia beat Boston. Saric and
Covington, who finished with 16
points, combined for nine in the final
5:27 as Philadelphia rallied from a 13-
point third-quarter deficit to win for
the third time in four games. Boston’s
Al Horford scored a season-high 27
points and had eight rebounds and
six assists. Jae Crowder added 15
points as the Celtics saw a three-game
winning streak end. They played their
second straight game without All-Star
guard Isaiah Thomas, who rested a
sore right knee. He is expected to
return Monday night against
Washington.

SPURS 118, KINGS 102
Pau Gasol scored 22 points off the

bench and LaMarcus Aldridge added
18 points in 21 minutes to help push
San Antonio to an easy win over
Sacramento at the AT&T Center. The
Spurs snapped a two-game losing
streak, and they still haven’t lost three

contests in a row this season. They
also swept the four-game season
series from Sacramento. Kawhi
Leonard hit for 12 points for the Spurs,
his season-low scoring output as he
missed nine of his 12 shots from the
floor. Tony Parker scored 16 points for
San Antonio, which moved to within
two games of idle Golden State for
the best record in the NBA.

TRAIL BLAZERS 115, HEAT 104
Damian Lillard scored a season-high

49 points to lead Portland over Miami. It
was Lillard’s 13th game this season with
30 or more points and his fourth with 40
or more. He started the night seventh in
the league in scoring with an average of
26.5 points per game. Jusuf Nurkic
added 21 points and 12 rebounds for
the Blazers, and CJ McCollum scored 18
points. James Johnson came off Miami’s
bench to produce 24 points, seven
rebounds and five assists. Hassan
Whiteside battled foul trouble and had
17 points and 10 rebounds for his 12th
straight double-double. Goran Dragic
also had 17 points.

MAVERICKS 111, NETS 104
J.J. Barea scored 11 of his 20 points

in the fourth quarter as Dallas never
trailed but was forced to hold on
against Brooklyn. Dirk Nowitzki led
the Mavs with 23 points but was not
on the floor when Berea scored nine
straight points in a span of 2:31.
Nowitzki had 20 points in the first
three quarters when the Mavericks
took an 82-72 lead. He became the
sixth NBA player to score at least
31,000 career points. Despite Barea’s
clutch baskets, Dallas did not seal the
game until the final minute. The Nets
were within 103-101 after two free
throws by Randy Foye with 80 sec-
onds left, but consecutive hoops by
Harrison Barnes secured the win.
Brook Lopez led the Nets with 27

points. Jeremy Lin exited the game
with a sprained right ankle.

PISTONS 112, SUNS 95
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope had 23

points and eight assists, and Detroit
snapped a three-game losing streak.
Andre Drummond contributed a dou-
ble-double-his 46th- with 18 points
and 18 rebounds for Detroit. Marcus
Morris had 16 points and Reggie
Jackson 14. Aron Baynes contributed
13 points and a career-high 17
rebounds off the bench. Tyler Ulis had
17 points and 11 assists for the Suns,
who had just eight available players.

RAPTORS 116, PACERS 91
DeMar DeRozan scored 22 points

to lead Toronto over Indiana. Serge
Ibaka added 16 points for Toronto.
DeMarre Carroll and Jakob Poeltl con-
tributed 12 points apiece, Cory Joseph
scored 11 points and had nine assists,
and Jonas Valanciunas scored 11
points and grabbed 13 rebounds. It
was the 26th double-double of the
season for Valanciunas, which leads
the team. Paul George led the Pacers
with 18 points. Thaddeus Young and
Jeff Teague each scored 16 points and
Monta Ellis added 10.  Teague also
had seven assists.

PELICANS 123, TIMBERWOLVES 109
Anthony Davis scored 28 points

and keyed a 12-0, fourth-quarter run
with a layup and two assists to power
New Orleans over Minnesota. Jordan
Crawford added 22 points off the
bench for the Pelicans, who led 102-
99 with 6:28 left after Minnesota’s
Karl-Anthony Towns slammed home a
dunk. But in the next 3:01, New
Orleans scored 12 straight to extend
the advantage to 114-99 with 3:12
left. Towns led all scorers with 33
points, but Minnesota lost for the
fourth time in five games. — Reuters

Kyrie scores 46 points
as Cavaliers beat Lakers

1- Golden State Warriors (55 - 14) Last
week: 3 - The Warriors are back on top
after winning their last three games fol-
lowing a three-game losing streak. Also
good news is that injured forward Kevin
Durant was cleared to travel with the
team on its upcoming road trip.

2- San Antonio Spurs (53 - 16) Last
week: 1 - San Antonio got LaMarcus
Aldridge back from a minor hear t
arrhythmia, but much of the chatter sur-
rounding the Spurs at this point in the
season is the performance of Kawhi
Leonard. The back-to-back Defensive
Player of the Year has shown that he can
be an el ite scorer too:  he enters
tonight’s game averaging 26.3 points
per game this season.

3- Houston Rockets (48 -  22) Last
week: 2 - James Harden continues to
register numbers to back up his MVP
bid: he is the first player in NBA history
to record a 40-point triple-double on
back-to-back nights after he did so on
Friday and Saturday.

4- Cleveland Cavaliers (46 - 23) Last
week: 5 -  In Sunday ’s  win over the
Lakers, LeBron James, Kyrie Irving and
Kevin Love combined for 101 points, the
most they have ever scored in a game
for the Cavs. The trio sat out for rest in
Saturday’s loss to the Clippers, setting
the team’s all-time record when its ‘Big
3’ do not play at 0 - 4.

5- Boston Celtics (44 - 26) Last week:
7 - Sunday’s loss to the 76ers is some-
what understandable given the fact
that Isaiah Thomas did not play, but it
also sends a warning message to coach
Brad Stevens as his team approaches
the playoffs, which is that the team
might struggle heavily if the opposition
manages to contain his star player.

6- Washington Wizards (42 - 27) Last
week: 4 - The Wizards won only one of
their last four games, and it needed a
career-high 20 assists from John Wall to
fend off the struggling Bulls in that
game. Further losses could cost them
the third place in the East’s standings
that allows them to avoid a potential
second round matchup with the Cavs.

7- Utah Jazz (43 - 27) Last week: 6 -
Rudy Gobert’s impressive play has made
him the likely top candidate for this
year’s NBA Defensive Player of the Year
Award. He has shown an uncanny ability
throughout the season to guard the
perimeter and the post with parallel
efficiency that is unmatched for a player
in his position and physical attributes.

8- Oklahoma City Thunder (40 - 29)
Last week:  13 - Russel l  Westbrook
recorded his 34th triple-double of the
season in Thursday ’s  win over the
Raptors. He needs seven more to tie
Oscar Robertson’s single-season record,
and must average 7.3 rebounds per
game and 8.2 assists per game over the
final 13 games to average a triple-dou-
ble for the season.

9- Toronto Raptors (41 -  29) Last
week: 12 - Serge Ibaka provided the
offensive surge that helped supplement
DeMar DeRozan’s  scoring in the
absence of Kyle Lowry, as the Raptors
won its last two games following a dis-
appointing loss to the Thunder last
Thursday.

10- Los Angeles Clippers (41 - 29) Last
week: 8 - Despite his team cruising eas-
ily past the Cavs on Saturday, coach Doc
Rivers was not a fan of Cleveland’s deci-
sion to sit out its ‘Big 3’ for rest, calling
the league to adjust the schedule and
prevent back-to-back days before or
after nationally televised games.

11- Miami Heat (34 - 36) Last week: 10
- Before losing to the Blazers on Sunday,
the Heat were an NBA-best 23-5 since
Jan 17. That performance had helped
them climb to the seventh spot in the
East’s standings before Sunday’s loss
dropped them back to ninth place.

12- Milwaukee Bucks (34 - 35) Last
week: 11 - Greg Monroe failed to live
up to high expectations when
Milwaukee signed him in 2015 as their
starting center, but ever since he transi-
tioned into the bench this season, he
has been a key reason behind the Bucks
having one of the best reserve squads
among playoff contenders.

13- Denver Nuggets (33 - 36) Last
week: 15 - Nikola Jokic’s triple-double
in Thursday’s win over the Clippers was
his fifth of the season, which is the
highest by a Denver player s ince
Lafayette Lever had five in 1989-90
(according to ESPN Stats and
Information).

14- Portland Trail Blazers (32 - 37)
Last week: 16 - The Blazers continue to
pose the most serious threat to Denver’s
hopes of finishing the regular season in
the eighth and last playoff-qualifying
spot in the West’s standings. They won
four of their last five games, including
three straight.

15- Memphis Grizzlies (40 - 30) Last
week: 19 - With his season-high 24
points in Monday’s win over the Bucks,
Vince Car ter joined Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, John Stockton, Michael Jordan,
Robert Parish and Karl Malone as the
only players in league history to have a
20-point game over the age of 40.

16- Atlanta Hawks (37 - 32) Last week:
9 - Leading scorer Paul Millsap’s knee
injury is the latest blow to the Playoff
hopes of the Hawks who entered last
night’s match against the Hornets on a
three-game losing streak.

17- Dallas Mavericks (30  39) Last
week:  14 - A week after becoming only
one of six players in league history to
score over 30,000 points in his career,
Dirk Nowitzki passed Peja Stojakovic for
14th on the all-t ime three pointers
made list.

18- Indiana Pacers (35 -  34)  Last
week: 18 - With their loss to the Raptors
Sunday, the Pacers have alternated wins
and losses for 13 straight games; a fran-
chise record. That game also showcased
their interior defense and rebounding
struggles as they fai led to contain
Toronto’s bigs or keep them off the
glass.

19- Detroit  Pistons (34 -  36) Last
week: 17 - The Pistons play five of their
next seven games this month on the
road, where they have a record of 11 -
22.  Their  per formance during that
stretch will likely determine whether
they make it to the postseason or not.

20- Chicago Bulls (33 - 37) Last week:
21 - Speaking of waning playoff hopes,
the Bulls’ bid to make it past the regular
season was dealt with a heavy blow
after it was announced that Dwyane
Wade will miss the team’s remaining
games due to injury.

21- New Orleans Pelicans (29 - 41)
Last week: 23 - Here is an interesting
fact about DeMarcus Cousins: his 19
technical fouls this season are the high-
est by any player in the league since
Rasheed Wallace had 21 in 2006-07.
Moreover, he has reportedly lost over $1
million in fines and suspension pay
throughout his career so far.

22- Minnesota Timberwolves (28 - 41)
Last week: 20 - Karl-Anthony Towns
had 39 points and Ricky Rubio dished a
career-high 19 assists to help their team
beat the Wizards last  Monday.  The
Wolves have lost three games since
then, putting their playoff hopes in real
doubt.

23- Charlotte Hornets (30 - 39) Last
week: 22 - What started as a promising
season for the Hornets has turned into
yet another disappointing campaign in
Charlotte. Defense has been a key factor
to determining their record, as they
rank 18th in the league in defensive effi-
ciency after the All-Star break after
ranking in the top ten before that.

24- Philadelphia 76ers (26 - 43) Last
week: 25 - The 76ers have won three of
their last four games, with their only
loss being a two-point defeat to the
Warriors.  Their  late -season push is
unlikely to result in a place in the play-
offs, however.

25- Brooklyn Nets (13 - 56) Last week:
28 - Brooklyn registered two wins in five
days against their cross-river rivals New
York, a rare bright spot in the season for
a Nets team that is heading towards an
uncertain future.

26- New York Knicks (27 - 42) Last
week: 26 - You know your defense must
be really bad when you lose to the Nets
twice in one week, and allow them to
score at least 120 points in each of
those losses.

27- Orlando Magic (25 -  45)  Last
week: 27 - Rumors have been going
around last week that the Magic could
extend and offer to Clippers’ current
president and coach Doc Rivers should
they decide to part ways with General
Manager Rob Hennigan this summer.

28- Sacramento Kings (27 - 43) Last
week: 30 - DeMarcus Cousins’ depar-
ture continues to provide more oppor-
tunities for Sacramento’s young bigs:
Rookie Skal Labissiere scored a career-
high 32 points in the Kings’ win over the
Suns on Wednesday.

29- Phoenix Suns (22 - 48) Last week:
24 - The Suns decided to shut down
starting point guard Eric Bledsoe for the
remaining games of the season in order
to help him heal his sore knee, while at
the same time give more opportunity to
younger players, particularly rookie
Tyler Ulis.

30- Los Angeles Lakers (20 - 50) Last
week: 29 - The Lakers, who have offi-
cially been eliminated from playoff con-
tention, lost nine of their last 10 games,
during which span they allowed their
opponents to score an average of 114.3
points. 

KUWAIT TIMES NBA POWER RANKINGS
By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: In addition to its usual coverage of the NBA, Kuwait Times introduces a new feature this
year: the NBA Power Rankings. It is a weekly list ranking each team based on its performance dur-
ing the week. The Warriors reclaimed the top spot after a strong showing this past week. (For any
comments or suggestions, e-mail the writer at: a.jabr@kuwaittimes.net) 

GAZA: Tossing around tennis balls
and swinging makeshift bats, the
Palestinian women practising on a
soccer field are the vanguard of a
sport new to the Gaza Strip - base-
ball. Their coach, Mahmoud Tafesh,
is  introducing the game to the
enclave and eventually hopes to
form a national team to compete in
Asian baseball championships.

Tafesh ,  who played for  the
Palestine national soccer team for
16  years ,  t ra ined as  a  basebal l
coach in Egypt. He has recruited 40
women and 20 men, many of them
university students,  to learn the

spor t in facil it ies he rents at his
own expense.

“We have received no financial
support from anyone. I buy the balls
and I make the bats,” Tafesh told
Reuters.  But Tafesh has received
approval from Gaza’s Ministry of
Youth and Sport to establish the first
Palestinian Federation for Baseball
and Softball, and he hopes to hold
try-outs later this year for a five-
team league. On the soccer field,
women in traditional headscarves
lobbed bal ls  to batters  whose
enthusiasm made up for their lack of
a proper stance or grip in taking

their swings. “They know the rules
now and they need to practise the
game more and more,” Tafesh said.
“They are now good at throwing the
ball and at catching it.”

Valentina al-Shaer, a 21-year-old
student, said she has fielded criti-
cism on social media in conservative
Gaza for her sports activities. “Some
said that as girls you should be care-
ful not to go to hell. Others said that
girls should stay at home,” Shaer said.
Tafesh said he first became interest-
ed in baseball after seeing the sport
in American movies. He also watches
games on YouTube. —Reuters

Gaza coach introduces 
baseball to Palestinians


