
PARIS: Former France captain Fabien Galthie will take over as coach of rugby
giants Toulon with Englishman Mike Ford leaving at the end of the season,
the Top 14 side said yesterday. The 48-year-old Galthie will “take the reins of
the entire sports sector” assisted by Fabrice Landreau and Marc
Dal Maso, the club confirmed minutes after announcing Ford’s
departure. Ford, 51, was brought in to replace Diego
Dominguez in October after the former three-time
European champions endured a poor start to the season.
Toulon-French champions in 2014 — are stuck in a fierce
battle to make the end-of-season play-offs. Galthie, without
a club since leaving his coaching role at Montpellier in
December 2014, and Landreau, sacked by Grenoble before
the start of the season, have signed two-year deals. The
duo guided Stade Francais to the French title in
2007. “Fabien Galthie will proceed to set up a tech-
nical staff of his choice,” Toulon said in a state-
ment. Galthie, a former France international
scrum-half, also led Montpellier to a Top 14 run-
ner-up spot in 2011. —AFP
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LONDON: Drug use in amateur sport in Britain is ‘fast
becoming a crisis’, UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) said yesterday in
response to a BBC poll that revealed widespread use of per-
formance enhancing substances at grassroot levels. Some
35 percent of the 1,025 adult men and women members of
amateur sports clubs, teams and gyms who were polled
said they personally knew someone who had doped, and
eight percent had taken steroids.  Half felt the use of per-
formance enhancing drugs (PEDs) was widespread among
those who played competitive sport and 49 percent
thought drugs were easily available. The online poll was
carried out by ComRes between Jan 27-31, 2017.  “The fig-
ures as regards the prevalence of performance-enhancing
substances at an amateur level are incredibly alarming,”
UKAD chief Nicole Sapstead told the BBC. “I don’t think any
sport can say that they don’t have a problem at an amateur
level.”  Sapstead said UKAD needed greater powers and
extra cash from individual sports governing bodies to
“address what is fast becoming a crisis for sport”. — Reuters
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GENEVA: FIFA has banned for life the referee who awarded a disputed penalty
for South Africa against Senegal in a World Cup qualifying match. Referee
Joseph Lamptey of Ghana gave a penalty for a non-existent handball against
Senegal defender Kalidou Koulibaly. Replays clearly showed the ball struck

Koulibaly’s knee and then dropped to the ground. Lamptey was found
guilty of breaching the rule relating to “unlawfully influencing

match results,” FIFA said yesterday. His assistant was cleared. “All
charges against the Ghanaian match official David Lionheart Nii
Lartey Laryea, whose behavior had also been the subject of inves-
tigations, were dismissed,” FIFA said. South Africa scored the

penalty kick to lead 1-0 in the 42nd minute in Polokwane last
November. The home team went on to beat
Senegal 2-1 and is now in second place in the
four-team group after two matches. Senegal is
third, with only the group winner advancing
to play in Russia. FIFA declined to give more
details of why its disciplinary panel imposed a

life ban on the referee. —AP
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Shooting tournament of the Public Authority for
sports concluded Sunday evening at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex. The tournament which
was organized by Kuwait Shooting Sport in skeet, trap,
double trap, 10m air rifle and pistol, and 50m rifle was
attended by President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi, Secretary General
Obaid Al-Osaimi and KSSC board member Eng. Hussam Al-
Roumi, along with Colonel Ghannam Salem and Lt. Colonel
Salaf Al-Huraiji from the National Guard.

Shooting tourney concludes

NEW YORK: Tiger Woods still feels he has a
chance to compete for a fifth Masters tri-
umph in two weeks but his back remains
an issue, the golfer said yesterday.

The 14-time major champion has not
played since withdrawing from last month’s
Dubai Desert Classic with ongoing back
spasms. Woods is promoting a new book
about his first triumph at Augusta in 1997
and when asked on television’s Good
Morning America show if he would com-
pete at the National this year he said, “God,
I hope so. I’m trying. I’m trying everything I
can do to be able to get back and play. I
love that event. It has meant so much to
me in my life.” Woods said while his spirit is
willing, his body remains an issue when it
comes to being able to train well enough
to prepare for the rigors of four rounds at a
major event, something he has done only
twice since the 2013 PGA Championship.

“I know that the mind is sharp, I just
need to get the body willing to do it,”
Woods said. “That’s the hard part is getting
the prep time in.”

Woods became the first black golfer to
win a major and the youngest champion
in Masters history at age 21 with the land-
mark victory in what was then an Augusta
National course record. The tale is the sub-
ject of his new book: “The 1997 Masters:
My Story.” Woods, 41, has won the Masters
four times but could miss the tournament
for the third time in four years. “It has so
much history and meaning to me that I’d

love to get back,” Woods said.

PRACTICING BUT NO ROUNDS 
Woods told USA Today he would attend

the Champions Dinner at Augusta National
in two weeks at Augusta National even if he
does not tee off with the field two days lat-
er. “I do have a chance,” Woods told the
newspaper. “I’m working on my game. I just
need to get to a point where I feel like I’m
good enough and I’m healthy enough to
do it. “I’ve been practicing. I haven’t been
playing (rounds)... It’s building, but I still
have a little ways to go.”

Woods missed the 2014 Masters with a
back injury and missed all of the 2015-16
season following back surgery. He made his
comeback last December after a 15-month
hiatus at the Hero World Challenge, then
missed the cut at Torrey Pines in January
before pulling out at Dubai after an open-
ing 77. Woods, who has not won a major
title since the 2008 US Open, has not made
the cut in a major since the 2015 Masters,
where he finished 17th.

Two weeks ago, Woods said he would be
unable to play in last week’s Arnold Palmer
Invitational “due to ongoing rest and reha-
bilitation on my back” and said then he had
no timetable for his return but treatments
were “going well.”

Woods, second on the all-time major
wins list to the 18 of Jack Nicklaus, has won
79 career PGA titles, three shy of Sam
Snead’s all-time record. — AFP
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ORLANDO: Marc Leishman, of Australia, poses with his family, while holding the championship trophy after winning the Arnold Palmer
Invitational golf tournament in Orlando, Fla., Sunday. With Leishman are sons, Harvey, 5, left, and Oliver, 3, and wife, Audrey. —AP

FLORIDA: Australian Marc Leishman sank a
monster eagle putt at the par-five 16th and
stormed to a one-stroke victory at the Arnold
Palmer Invitational in Florida on Sunday.

With a finish that would have earned the
approval of the late tournament host, Leishman
sank a 50-footer dead centre and then made
clutch up-and-down pars at the final two holes
to secure the win at Bay Hill.

The 33-year-old carded 69 to finish on 11-
under-par 277 for the tournament, clinching his
second PGA Tour victory and an invitation to the
April 6-9 U.S. Masters. Overnight leaders Charley
Hoffman and Kevin Kisner, who both hit 73s, fin-
ished tied for second on 10-under.

Rory McIlroy, who will move up from third to
second in the world rankings behind Dustin
Johnson, needed a birdie at the last to draw lev-
el with Leishman but three-putted to finish two
strokes behind after carding a 69. 

“I holed some good putts on the last few
holes. They all went in the middle of the hole,
which is nice,” Leishman said after a celebratory
hug with his wife Audrey and their two young
boys. “Obviously the putter was there with me all
week. The putter has been amazing this year. It’s
been really close and I just haven’t played quite
like how I wanted to on Sundays but today was
the day.” Leishman blew away a strong field to
win the Nedbank Challenge by six strokes on the
European Tour in South Africa 15 months ago
but this was his first PGA Tour victory since his
maiden triumph at Hartford in 2012.

And it was Leishman’s first victory in the US
since his wife nearly died of toxic shock two

years ago. She is now healthy again and preg-
nant with their third child. Leishman also took
time to pay his respects to Palmer, who died in
September at the age of 87. 

“Mr Palmer was an awesome guy who I was
lucky enough to meet a few times at this tourna-
ment,” he said. “Another reason why it’s so spe-
cial this week, this is the first time I’ve won a

tournament with my family here. It all came
together. Leishman, the third Australian to win
at Bay Hill after Rod Pampling in 2006 and Jason
Day last year, credited a new driver with his
improved form.

“I’ve been playing well all year,” he said. “It’s
really been a game changer. It’s funny, this game
is a lot easier out of the fairway.” — Reuters
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TOKYO: The club scheduled to hold the 2020
Tokyo Olympics golf events voted to admit
women as full members yesterday, scrapping an
all-male policy that had been heavily criticised
and put its hosting rights in jeopardy.

The private Kasumigaseki Country Club took
the decision to change its bylaws at an extraordi-
nary board meeting after being told last month
that the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
would find another venue if the policy remained
unaltered. The Saitama prefecture venue is
scheduled to host both men’s and women’s tour-
naments in July and August 2020 but rules for-
bidding women from both playing on Sundays
or becoming full members had been roundly
condemned, leading to yesterday’s vote. “We are
pleased to learn that the Kasumigaseki Country
Club voted today... to amend the club’s member-
ship policy in keeping with the spirit of the
Olympic Charter,” Tokyo Games chief Yoshiro

Mori said in a statement. “On behalf of the Tokyo
2020 Organising Committee, I’d like to extend
my gratitude to the members of the club for
their understanding and cooperation.

“I also would like to express my admiration
for the club’s endeavour to come to an agree-
ment in such a short period of time.” The club
was closed due to a national holiday on Monday,
meaning no one was available for comment
when contacted by Reuters.

IOC vice president John Coates had last
month said that organisers would seek an alter-
native venue if the club could not achieve gen-
der equality and Olympic chief Thomas Bach reit-
erated the governing body’s stance last week.

“Kasumigaseki Country Club is an outstand-
ing venue with excellent courses, and we are
proud it will be hosting world’s top-tier golfers
from all over the world for the Olympics Games,”
Mori added of the decision.— Reuters

Anna Nordqvist, of Sweden, holds the trophy after winning The Bank of Hope
Founders Cup LPGA golf tournament Sunday, March 19, 2017, in Phoenix. —(AP
Photo/Rick Scuteri)
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Double Trap Men:
Ahmad Al-Afasi, Mishal Al-Sanad,
Hamad Al-Afasi
Trap Men:
Talal Al-Rashidi, Abdelrahman Al-
Faihan, Tami Al-Rashidi
Skeet Men:

Mansour Al-Rashidi
Abdelaziz Al-Faihan
Nasser Al-Daihani
Skeet Women:
Sheikha Al-Rashidi
Afrah Mohammad
Eman Al-Shamma

Trap Women:
Sarah Al-Hawal
Rasha Al-Fares
Asmaa Al-Qatami
50m Rifle Women Beginners
Shamma Al-Rashidi
Fajer Al-Dubaib

Liyan Al-Mutairi
10m Pistol Women Beginners
Yasmeen Al-Tamimi
Al-Kawthar Nasser
Amira Awadh
10m Rifle Men Beginners
Eid Al-Mulaifi

Khalid Nasser
Falah Mohammad
10m Pistol Men Beginners
Abdelaziz Al-Sasheer
Nasser Al-Enezi
Nasser Al-Thafeeri.

Results of the tournament are as follows


