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In another case, Ahmad Jabr Al-Shemmari yesterday
withdrew a lawsuit he had submitted to challenge the
government decision to revoke his citizenship. Shemmari,
the owner of the pro-opposition Alyoum television and
Alam Al-Youm newspaper, had won rulings in his favor

from the lower and appeals court and the government
challenged the last ruling at the Court of Cassation, the
country’s Supreme Court. But before the Cassation Court
could give its decisive ruling on the issue, MPs said they
had obtained a promise from the Amir that the govern-
ment will re-instate the citizenship to all those who got
their nationality revoked in mid-2014. 

Kuwaiti lawyer seeks ban on expat drivers
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Both Cinescape (Kuwait National Cinema Company)
and Grand Cinemas halted ticket purchases. Cinescape
offered refunds for the film to those who had already
bought tickets. “A huge production like Disney movies are
known to draw a great deal of attention in Kuwait from
both censors and film viewers,” explained Sheikh Duaij. 

“Today, we are submitting Beauty and the Beast [for
approval] after second amendments. The movie is not
banned from Kuwait,” he told Kuwait Times. Sheikh
Duaij noted that it was not uncommon for the ministry
censors to ask for a second cut of scenes from movies,
even after they had been released. An official from the
Grand Cinemas said that Beauty and the Beast was still
showing on their screens until last night.

“We continued rolling the movie as normal because
people have already bought the tickets. However, we

will stop selling tickets until we receive the second
package of the film,” he explained, referring the second
censored version. The Ministry of Information did not
respond immediately to requests for comment. It is not
clear when or if the second censored version of the film
will be approved for release in Kuwait. 

In some predominantly Muslim countries, same-sex
relations can lead to lashings, imprisonment and fines.
In a few, it carries the death penalty. Those in support of
the ban on the film in Kuwait launched hashtags calling
for “respect” and urging the cinema company to protect
children by blocking the movie. The film was given a
PG-13 rating in Kuwait. Disney officials did not immedi-
ately respond to a request of comment. Similar con-
cerns over the film’s brief scene prompted a drive-in
theater in the US state of Alabama to cancel showings.
Censors in Malaysia required the scene be edited, but
Disney pulled the film from release there. 

‘Beauty and the Beast’ pulled..
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Of an estimated six million Indian migrants in the six
Gulf states of Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates and Oman, domestic workers are among
the most exploited, campaigners say.

“Housemaids are treated like cattle here. This woman
didn’t even know where she was when I asked her loca-

tion. She kept crying to be saved. India should ban send-
ing housemaids to the Gulf,” Sriniwas said. In the woman’s
hometown of Dholka, officials are dealing with what they
said is their first case of human trafficking. “We have infor-
mation that there could be more women who have been
trafficked to the Gulf nations. This is a new development
for us,” said Rituraj Desai, deputy in the Dholka district
office. — Reuters

India traffickers widen their nets

NEW YORK: Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates once again
topped the Forbes magazine list of the world’s richest
billionaires, while US President Donald Trump slipped
more than 200 spots, the magazine said yesterday.
Gates, whose wealth is estimated at $86 billion, led the
list for the fourth straight year.  He was followed by
Berkshire Hathaway chief Warren Buffett among the top
10 bill ionaires, a group heavily dominated by
Americans, many of whom work in the technology sec-
tor. Buffett’s wealth was estimated at $75.6 billion.  

Others in the top 10 included Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos at number three,  Facebook creator Mark
Zuckerberg at number five and Oracle co-founder
Larry Ellison at number seven. The global billionaire
population jumped 13 percent from last year to 2,043,
the biggest annual increase in the 31 years since the
magazine began compiling the list, Forbes said. The US
led countries with the most billionaires with 565, a
product of the swelling value of the American stock
market since Trump’s November 2016 election. China

was second with 319 billionaires, and Germany was
third with 114.  

Trump himself slipped 220 spots on the list to num-
ber 544 with an estimated $3.5 billion. Forbes attrib-
uted Trump’s drop to sluggishness in the Manhattan
real estate market which is responsible for a dispro-
portionate amount of his wealth. “Forty percent of
Donald Trump’s fortune is tied up in Trump Tower and
eight buildings within one mile of it,” Forbes said.
“Lately, the neighborhood has been struggling (rela-
tively speaking).” 

Among others in the Forbes top 10, Amancio Ortega
of Spanish apparel chain Zara was fourth, Mexican tele-
com tycoon Carlos Slim was sixth, the Koch brothers,
Charles and David, were eighth and ninth and former
New York City mayor and Bloomberg News founder
Michael Bloomberg was 10th. This year it took at least
$3.7 billion in wealth to make it onto the list, but only in
a tie for 501th place, a group that included Hollywood
director Steven Spielberg. —  AFP 

Bill Gates again world’s 

richest man; Trump slips

LONDON: Britain’s relationship with the European
Union was always an awkward marriage of conven-
ience rather than a case of love at first sight. And after
44 years-during which trade ties always took prece-
dence for Britain over closer integration-London has
said it will file for divorce next week Anand Menon, a
professor of European politics at King’s College London
university, said the relationship was always “transac-
tional” and therefore the break-up is “pretty logical”.

“It’s been a utilitarian relationship since 1973 and
the emphasis was always on the economic dimension,
not on the political one,” said Pauline Schnapper, pro-
fessor of contemporary British history at the Sorbonne
University in Paris. “The sentimental dimension is near-
inexistent,” she said.  The path towards today’s
European Union began after World War II as the shat-
tered continent tried to rebuild and deepen integration
as a way of bolstering the peace.  The project did not
immediately appeal to Britain. “I think we didn’t feel
vulnerable enough to join, quite simply,” Menon said.

Britain preferred to focus on its special relationship
with the United States and the remains of its
empire.London nevertheless supported the push for
closer integration on the European continent: wartime
prime minister Winston Churchill called for the creation
of a “United States of Europe” in his 1946 Zurich speech.
But in the early 1960s, Britain’s fortunes changed for
the worse.  Its economic growth started lagging
behind that of France and Germany, making the
European single market on its doorstep seem an
appealing option.

Britain said on Monday it would begin the Brexit
process on March 29 with a formal notification by letter
to EU President Donald Tusk. Joining the European fray
in the first place was not an easy task.  In 1961, France’s
then-president, Charles de Gaulle, vetoed Britain’s first
application, seeing it as a “Trojan horse” for the United
States and doubting Britain’s European spirit. Another
French veto followed in 1967 and the UK was only final-

ly welcomed into the European Economic Community
(EEC) in 1973.  

Unfortunately for Britain, the first oil crisis struck
that same year and so the much-hoped-for economic
boost failed to materialize. Nevertheless, 67 percent of
the British people voted to remain in the EEC in a 1975
referendum. “The fact that we joined late is one of the
reasons there are suspicions because obviously there is
a sense that we joined a club that others had set up to
suit themselves,” Menon said. Britain and the EEC soon
locked horns and London began opting out of the
major attempts to step up European integration.

In 1979, London refused to participate in the
European monetary system, defending its national and
fiscal sovereignty. Six years later, it refused to ratify the
Schengen Agreement-abolishing internal border
checks-and in 1993, it opted out of the European single
currency. Britain’s anti-federalist approach was spelled
out by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher during a 1988
speech at the College of Europe in Bruges.  In it, she
rejected the idea of a “European super-state exercising
a new dominance from Brussels”.

In the 1990s, Britain’s defiance towards Brussels
accelerated further with the creation of the UK
Independence Party (UKIP), which campaigned for the
country’s exit from the EU. The opposition party’s suc-
cesses, particularly in the 2014 European Parliament
elections when it topped the polls, pushed the govern-
ment to harden its rhetoric. 

The euro-zone crisis, large-scale immigration from
the EU and the refugee crisis of the past few years
stoked the discontent, pushing Prime Minister David
Cameron to call the June 2016 referendum. In the end,
52 percent of voters opted for Brexit. Neither side is
likely to end up the happier after the divorce, said John
Springford, director of research at the Centre for
European Reform in London. “I am not convinced that
Britain leaving the EU will help Britain or help the EU,”
he said. —  AFP 

Brexit: The end of  

loveless marriage


