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BRASÕLIA: Brazil tried to reassure the world Sunday
that its huge meat industry poses no threat-with
President Michel Temer even inviting ambassadors to a
steak dinner-despite allegations that corrupt exporters
sold tainted products. Temer smiled as he invited  diplo-
mats to a traditional Brazilian meat restaurant called a
churrascaria, saying “if you accept the invitation we will
be very happy.” Nineteen of the 33 envoys who met
with him accepted the offer.

But Temer had the serious mission of calming a scan-
dal threatening the reputation of the world’s biggest
beef and poultry exporting nation. The scare started
Friday when police said a two-year probe had found
major meat producers bribed health inspectors to certi-
fy tainted food as fit for consumption.

At least 30 people have been arrested, with police
raiding more than a dozen processing plants and issu-
ing 27 arrest warrants. A poultry-processing plant run
by the multinational BRF group and two meat-process-

ing plants operated by the local Peccin company were
shut down, the Agriculture Ministry said. Brazilian meat
is exported to more than 150 countries, with principal
markets as far apart as Saudi Arabia, China, Singapore,
Japan, Russia, the Netherlands and Italy. Sales in 2016
reached $5.9 billion in poultry and $4.3 billion in beef,
according to Brazilian government data.

High stakes 
In his address to the ambassadors, Temer acknowl-

edged that the scandal had generated “major concern.”
But he insisted that the bad meat and faked certificates
occurred in only “a very few businesses” and did not rep-
resent a wider problem. Calling Brazil’s inspection sys-
tem “one of the most respected” in the world, Temer
said: “I want to reiterate our confidence in the quality of
our products.” In 2016, 853,000 consignments of animal
products were exported, Temer said, yet “just 184 of
them were deemed by importers to be in violation.”

Earlier, Luis Eduardo Pacifici Rangel, secretary of agricul-
tural protection, told reporters that there was “no risk for
population, neither for exports.” Meat processor BRF also
went on the counter-offensive, taking aim at allegations
that cardboard was mixed into chicken products. “There
is no cardboard of any kind in BRF products. There’s
been a big misunderstanding in the (audio) recordings
of the police,” the company said in a statement.

There have been no reports of people made sick as a
result of the alleged practices. However, Brazil is wor-
ried the scandal will hurt attempts to negotiate a trade
deal between South America’s Mercosur group with the
European Union. The EU ambassador to Brazil, Joao
Cravinho, tweeted on Sunday that he wanted “com-
plete, urgent clarifications from the agriculture min-
istry.” “It really complicates negotiations,” admitted
Brazilian under secretary general for economic and
financial affairs at the foreign ministry, Carlos Marcio
Cozendey. He urged that any response to the crisis be

“proportionate.” “I hope that this is not used to unjustifi-
ably close markets,” he said.

PR campaign 
The authorities have not yet detailed where tainted

products were found, but say that in some cases carcino-
genic substances were used to mask the smell of bad
meat. In addition to the giant BRF firm, which owns the
Sadia and Perdigao brands, companies under investiga-
tion include JBS, a world leader in meat sales and owner
of the Big Frango, Seara Alimentos and Swift brands. JBS
took out a full-page ad in the newspaper O Globo to say
that the federal office conducting the investigation had
made no mention of health problems stemming from
JBS products. The BRF group is running similar ads, say-
ing its products pose no health risk “whatsoever.” An ad
in which actor Robert De Niro testifies to the quality of
JBS’s Seara ham-with its “authentic Italian flavor”-has
gotten heavy play on Brazilian television. — AFP 

Brazil says exports safe despite meat scandal

NEW YORK: In this Thursday, Feb 16, 2017 photo, members of the Sisterhood Salaam Shalom, gather for a group photo after a unity vigil held at
the Jewish Theological Seminary. — AP 

NEW YORK: They sat on either end of the con-
gressmen’s couch, one a Jewish healthcare exec-
utive whose parents fled Germany in 1936, the
other the Kashmiri Muslim chairman of a well-
known American furniture chain. The men,
Stanley Bergman and Farooq Kathwari, came to
draw attention to an outbreak of hate crimes.
But Bergman and Kathwari hoped their joint
appearance would also send a broader message:
that US Jews and Muslims could put aside differ-
ences and work together.

“What drove us was the growing prejudice
that has emerged in the United States,” Bergman
said. “What starts small, from a historical point of
view, often grows into something big.” The men
lead the Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council, creat-
ed last year by the American Jewish Committee
and the Islamic Society of North America, amid a
flowering of alliances between members of the
two faiths. US Muslim and Jewish groups have
been trying for years to make common cause
with mixed success, often derailed by deep divi-
sions over Israel and the Palestinians.

But bigoted rhetoric and harassment target-
ing both religions since the presidential election
has drawn people together. Jews have donated
to repair mosques that were defaced or burned.
Muslims raised money to repair vandalized
Jewish cemeteries. Rabbis and imams marched
together against President Donald Trump’s travel
ban targeting majority Muslim countries.

“I would never have thought I would see
some people in conversation, or anywhere near
each other. Then I saw people on Facebook
standing next to each other at protests -
Muslims and Jews,” said Aziza Hasan, executive
director of NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish
Partnership for Change in Los Angeles, which
has run community relationship-building pro-
grams for more than a decade.

Yet despite this surge of goodwill, questions
remain about whether these new connections
can endure. The sense of vulnerability Muslims

and Jews share, and their need for allies at a dif-
ficult time, have not erased tensions that in the
past have kept them apart. “This is a start and
we’ll see how it goes,” said Talat Othman, a finan-
cial industry executive and Muslim-Jewish
Advisory Council member, who offered an
Islamic prayer at the 2000 Republican National
Convention. “We are hopeful.”

Jews and Muslims comprise the two largest
non-Christian faith groups in the United States
and have a long history of trying to work togeth-
er. The chancellor of the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York, the flagship institution of
Conservative Judaism, initiated a dialogue with
Muslims in 1956, according to documents in the
school’s archive. Rabbi Jack Bemporad, a pioneer
in Muslim-Jewish dialogue and founder the
Center for Interreligious Understanding in New
Jersey, said his efforts started in the 1970s when
he led a Dallas synagogue and local imams start-
ed attending his weekly Bible classes.

Over the years, many initiatives on improving
relations between the two faiths were organized
internationally by governments and peace
groups, while some American synagogues and
mosques attempted to build friendships locally.
Some progress was made, yet relations were
often derailed when violence, war and policy
disputes erupted in the Middle East.

In Los Angeles, Hasan said local discussions
between Muslim and Jewish leaders would falter
when participants from one faith would demand
those of the other condemn an action in Israel
and the Palestinian territories. “It would go back
and forth, then eventually Jews asked Muslims
to condemn something they couldn’t so they
walked away from the table,” Hasan said.

Then came the Sept 11 terrorist attacks,
prompting a backlash against American
Muslims, and efforts to create connections with
Jews began moving “at warp speed,” said Rabbi
Burton Visotzky, a Jewish Theological Seminary
scholar and a longtime leader in Muslim-Jewish

cooperation. Visotzky’s outreach has ranged
from a 2008 global interfaith meeting convened
by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia to serving col-
lard greens at a soup kitchen alongside mem-
bers of a New York mosque.

Building ties 
Still, the deep divide over Israel and the

Palestinians remained an obstacle. Some Jews
and Muslims pledged to avoid any mention of the
Mideast as they sought common ground. Others
hit the issue up front, but their talks foundered.
Yehuda Kurtzer, president of the Shalom Hartman
Institute of North America, an educational organi-
zation with extensive interfaith programs, said US
Muslims and Jews, had become “proxy warriors”
for conflicts thousands of miles away.

At the same time, advocates for building ties
between the faiths regularly encountered skep-
ticism or outright hostility from within their own
communities. “Many Jews feel that Muslims
around the world are a source of threat to Jews,
then why be in dialogue?” Kurtzer said. About six
years ago, Bemporad organized a conference on
Islamic and Jewish law, but the event was closed
to the public, in part to avoid pushback against
participants. “We had to break the ice somehow,”
Bemporad said. “We thought the way we did it,
you could be free to say whatever you wanted.”

He said religious leaders working on such
projects are much more open now. Still, the
growth of the boycott, divestment and sanctions
movement against Israel and in support of the
Palestinians has further complicated relations.
The movement, known as BDS, is decentralized
and its supporters use different strategies, but
many backers say interfaith dialogue with
Zionists undermines the Palestinian cause. It has
become common for American Jewish organiza-
tions to draw a hard line against working with
backers of BDS - from any faith. Meanwhile, BDS
activists consider it traitorous for Muslims to
work with supporters of Israel. — AP

US Muslims and Jews bolster 

bonds amid acts of bigotry

DEARBORN: Zahraa Ballout isn’t “white,”
and she certainly isn’t “some other race.” If
the government gives her the choice of
checking a new “Middle East/North Africa”
box on a census form, would she? Yes, she
says, despite some reservations about
what it would mean to stand out after
Americans elected a president who wants
to ban travel from some countries in the
region and has spoken favorably of regis-
tering Muslims in the US.

“I would feel some wariness because
you don’t know exactly the consequences
or what’s coming next after you check the
box,” says 21-year-old Ballout, a student in
Dearborn, Michigan, who’s been in the
country three years. “I don’t want to fool
myself to think that checking another box
(other than the new one) is going to pro-

tect me in some way.” Ballou’s risk-benefit
analysis reflects a new caution surround-
ing the way the US government counts
Americans, an every-decade exercise
mandated in the Constitution that influ-
ences the nation’s day-to-day operations
in ways big and small. That includes repre-
sentation in Congress and how taxpayer
money is doled out - for education, public
health, transportation and more.

Affecting Muslims 
The Census Bureau on Feb 28 for the first

time recommended including the new cat-
egory, which would mostly affect Muslims.
The Office of Management and Budget is
expected to make the decision later this
year. The move is the product of years of
research and decades of advocacy for Arab
and other groups from the region that pre-
date Trump’s presidential campaign.

The Census Bureau said that when it
tested a new MENA category in 2015, peo-
ple of Middle Eastern or North African
descent tended to check off that box.
When it wasn’t there, they’d select “white”
or, increasingly, “some other race.”
Including the separate category, the
agency said, is “optimal” to get a more
accurate count of Americans. “There’s noth-
ing for me to hide,” said Hussein Dabajeh,
30, a lifelong Dearborn resident who said
his ancestors arrived from what’s now
Lebanon in 1911. Dabajeh says he’d check
the MENA box.  “I can be American of Arab
descent without being un-American.” 

The disparity can be seen in a basic sta-

tistic. The Arab American Institute esti-
mates as many as 3.7 million people in
the United States have Arab roots. The
Census Bureau estimates there are 1.8
million Arab Americans in the US, accord-
ing to data it has collected. Among other
things, that means there are no accurate
national numbers to provide clues to
whether certain medical ailments are - as
suspected - unusually common in people
of that background, experts say.

Both tallies show explosive growth in
that population since 2000. And both
support the new box on the 2020 census
that would represent people with back-
grounds from 19 countries in the region.
But singling oneself out in that way has
become sensitive at a time when
President Donald Trump has linked a
crackdown on Muslims with better
national security. As a candidate, he called
for a “total and complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States.” As
president, Trump has twice ordered travel
bans on people from certain majority-
Muslim nations. Federal courts have
blocked those orders, but on Friday, the
Trump administration said it would
appeal the latest ruling.

‘Demographics Unit’
In 2016, Trump said the government

should investigate mosques in the US in
much the same way the New York Police
Department’s now-shuttered
“Demographics Unit” spied on Muslims
with help from the CIA. The group assem-
bled databases on where Muslims lived,
shopped, worked 

and prayed, infiltrated Muslim student
groups, put informants in mosques and
monitored sermons, The Associated Press
reported in 2011. “The fear is legitimate.
It’s something I worry about,” said Maya
Berry, executive director of the Arab
American Institute, which has been push-
ing for the change since before the 1990
census, when it put up posters reading,
“We want to be counted, do you?”

“It’s very hard for us now to sort of reject
that wholly, because we’ve been working on
it for decades,” she adds. “We’ve been telling
our members: We understand why you’re
concerned, it’s a legitimate concern. Let’s just
proceed with caution.” Former Census direc-
tor Robert Groves traces the worries in part
to one “black mark” on the department’s his-
tory. During World War II, the Census Bureau
provided the government with neighbor-
hood information to help it sweep up
120,000 people of Japanese descent for
imprisonment, under an order by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. But he points out that
the law prohibits workers from disclosing
personal census information.

“The culture of the Census Bureau and
this law has been successful over succes-
sive decades in allowing me and others to
say this is the best protection that can be
given to people,” said Groves, now provost
of Georgetown University. While some
members of the MENA community share
the concerns, they also believe the gov-
ernment is powerful enough to discrimi-
nate against anyone. 

“There are better ways to do that than
the census,” said Germine Awad, a
University of Texas psychologist born in
Egypt but raised in the United States. “That
could happen at any moment.” — AP 

Counting Americans: Mideast

criteria on census is sensitive

Trump in favor of registering Muslims in the US

DEARBORN: In this photo taken March
16, 2017, Hussein Dabajeh, 30, a lifelong
Dearborn, Mich. resident who owns a
hookah shop and lounge, said his ances-
tors first came to the US from what’s now
Lebanon in 1911.  — AP 

Graphic shows results of GenForward poll on younger Americans atti-
tudes toward Donald Trump and his presidency — AP 

WASHINGTON: Jermaine Anderson keeps
going back to the same memory of Donald
Trump, then a candidate for president of the
United States, referring to some Mexican
immigrants as rapists and murderers. “You
can’t be saying that (if ) you’re the president,”
says Anderson, a 21-year-old student from
Coconut Creek, Florida. That Trump is unde-
niably the nation’s 45th president doesn’t sit
easily with young Americans like Anderson
who are the nation’s increasingly diverse
electorate of the future, according to a new
poll. A majority of young adults - 57 percent
- see Trump’s presidency as illegitimate,
including about three-quarters of blacks
and large majorities of Latinos and Asians,
the GenForward poll found.

GenForward is a poll of adults age 18 to
30 conducted by the Black Youth Project at
the University of Chicago with The
Associated Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research. A slim majority of young
whites in the poll, 53 percent, consider
Trump a legitimate president, but even
among that group 55 percent disapprove of
the job he’s doing, according to the survey.
“That’s who we voted for. And obviously

America wanted him more than Hillary
Clinton,” said Rebecca Gallardo, a 30-year-
old nursing student from Kansas City,
Missouri, who voted for Trump.

‘Build the wall’ 
Trump’s legitimacy as president was

questioned earlier this year by Rep John
Lewis, D-Ga.: “I think the Russians participat-
ed in helping this man get elected. And
they helped destroy the candidacy of
Hillary Clinton.” Trump routinely denies that
and says he captured the presidency in
large part by winning states such as
Michigan and Wisconsin that Clinton may
have taken for granted.

Overall, just 22 percent of young adults
approve of the job he is doing as president,
while 62 percent disapprove. Trump’s rheto-
ric as a candidate and his presidential deci-
sions have done much to keep the question
of who belongs in America atop the news,
though he’s struggling to accomplish some
key goals. Powered by supporters chanting,
“build the wall,” Trump has vowed to erect a
barrier along the southern US border and
make Mexico pay for it - which Mexico

refuses to do. Federal judges in three states
have blocked Trump’s executive orders to
ban travel to the U.S. from seven - then six -
majority-Muslim nations.

In Honolulu, US District Judge Derrick
Watson this week cited “significant and
unrebutted evidence of religious animus”
behind the travel ban, citing Trump’s own
words calling for “a complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States.” And
yes, Trump did say in his campaign
announcement speech on June 6, 2015:
“When Mexico sends its people, they’re not
sending their best...They’re bringing drugs.
They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And
some, I assume, are good people.” He went
farther in subsequent statements, later
telling CNN: “Some are good and some are
rapists and some are killers.”

It’s extraordinary rhetoric for the leader
of a country where, by around 2020, half of
the nation’s children will be part of a minori-
ty race or ethnic group, the Census Bureau
projects. Non-Hispanic whites are expected
to be a minority by 2044. Of all of Trump’s
tweets and rhetoric, the statements about
Mexicans are the ones to which Anderson

returns. He says Trump’s business back-
ground on paper is impressive enough to
qualify him for the presidency. But he sug-
gests that’s different than Trump earning
legitimacy as president. “I’m thinking, he’s
saying that most of the people in the world
who are raping and killing people are the
immigrants. That’s not true,” said Anderson,
whose parents are from Jamaica. Megan
Desrochers, a 21-year-old student from
Lansing, Michigan, says her sense of Trump’s
illegitimacy is more about why he was elect-
ed. “I just think it was kind of a situation
where he was voted in based on his celebri-
ty status versus his ethics,” she said, adding
that she is not necessarily against Trump’s
immigration policies. The poll participants
said in interviews that they don’t necessarily
vote for one party’s candidates over anoth-
er’s, a prominent tendency among young
Americans, experts say. And in the survey,
neither party fares especially strongly. Just a
quarter of young Americans have a favor-
able view of the Republican Party, and 6 in
10 have an unfavorable view. Majorities of
young people across racial and ethnic lines
hold negative views of the GOP. — AP

Young Americans don’t see 

Trump as a legitimate leader


