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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet has asked Public
Authority for Communications and Information
Technology to establish a national cyber-securi-
ty center.  This came during a customary weekly
cabinet meeting held yesterday under chair-
manship of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
The center is primarily meant to address the risks
and challenges of information security in the
country, and to protect different agencies and
services from relevant hazards.

The move reflects the government’s keenness
on promoting the information system under an
environment that ensures the flow of informa-
tion in a confidential and safe manner. The cabi-
net also asked the Ministry of Public Works to
coordinate with the Ministry of Finance to pro-
vide necessary funding for developing naviga-

tion in Khor Abdullah watercourse in line with
relevant legal regulations.

Meat stock
The Consumer Protection Authority was

entrusted by the cabinet to carry out investiga-
tions into reported attempts to monopolize
meat prices, and to take necessary measures to
provide strategic meat stock at competitive
prices. Also during the cabinet meeting, Minister
of Commerce and Industry and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudan elaborated
on measures to solve the problem of high
rentals of shops at Souq Al-Mubarakiya.

Meanwhile, Roudan said that the Cabinet has
approved a draft decree extending Kuwait Direct
Promotion Authority (KDIPA) Director General
Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah’s term. At the onset of the meeting, First
Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the ministers
on the outcomes of the recent visit by the Maltese
foreign minister to Kuwait, which focused on ways
of promoting and developing bilateral ties.

Afterwards, Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh briefed the min-
isters on the outcomes of his recent tour of
London, New York, Boston and Los Angeles in a
step that aimed to attract international bond
investors to Kuwait’s planned subscription for
public debt bonds.

Furthermore, the cabinet condemned recent
“terrorist” attacks in Saudi Arabia’s Al-Qatif and
Paris, reiterating Kuwait’s relentless and princi-
pled stance based on rejecting all forms and vio-
lence and terrorism. 

Cabinet instructs establishing
national cyber-security center 

Ministry to provide funding for Khor Abdullah development 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Acting State Minister for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan said that the
commerce ministry coordinated with the
Kuwait Livestock Trading and Transport

Company to supply the local market with
enough supplies of livestock in case any
shortages were detected. The ministry’s
consumer protection department contin-
ues to monitor prices in order to prevent
any fabricated increase in prices, he added. 

The minister was speaking on the side-
lines of the 2nd Corporate Governance in
GCC States Conference. In his opening
speech, he stressed the importance of pro-
tecting the institutions of state and private
sectors from the negative impacts of slow
economic growth through applying the
modern standards of corporate gover-
nance. Protecting such institutions is also
done through reviewing active economic
legislations and issuing modern laws that
are in line with the latest applied laws and
regulations worldwide, Roudhan said.

Applying corporate governance in only
one sector would not attain the desired
goals and results due to its close connec-
tion to the other sector, the minister noted,
affirming corporate governance’s credibility
in attaining economic efficiency, invest-
ment development, transparency and jus-
tice values, in addition to transforming
Kuwait into a global commercial and finan-
cial hub in accordance to His Highness the
Amir’s vision.

Meanwhile, Roudhan indicated that the
three-day conference is held under the aus-
pices of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, and will discuss a number of sub-
jects related to economic reformations in
GCC countries.
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market in case of
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KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh denied yesterday
impending social aid cuts for those eligible
for it, saying that such pecuniary support is
only just for those entitled to it. Speaking
to the press, Sabeeh, who is also Minister of
State for Economic Affairs, said that the
social aid is distributed to those who meet
all the prerequisites for it. The minister
added that the aid is merely “supplemen-
tary and not a paycheck as some people
often deem it.”

Moreover, she spoke of ongoing studies
that aim to uncover the economic reper-
cussions of social aid, noting that the gov-
ernment’s primary concern is to provide
jobs for the nation’s youth. She also point-

ed out that a number of studies are being
conducted over the beneficiaries of social
aid and how dependent are certain social
segments on that aid. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait ranked 39th worldwide and
fourth amongst Arab countries in the World
Happiness Report 2017, which was released yes-
terday. According to the report, the United Arab
Emirates came first amongst Arab countries and
21st worldwide. The list of Arab countries
include Qatar (35th worldwide), Saudi Arabia
(37), Bahrain (41), Algeria (53), Libya (68), Jordan
(74), Lebanon (88), Somalia (93), Tunisia (102),
Egypt (104), Iraq (117), Sudan (130), Yemen (146)
and Syria (152). In the latest report released by
the UN’s Network for Sustainable Development,
Norway has jumped from the fourth place in
2016 to the first place this year, followed by
Denmark, which shows that Scandinavian coun-
tries are the happiest. Iceland, Switzerland,
Finland, Holland, Canada, New Zealand, Australia
and Sweden round up the top ten, while South
Sudan, Liberia, Guinea, Togo, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Burundi and Central African republic came last
on the index. 

Inactive auditing
Chairman of the parliament’s budgets and

final statements committee Adnan Abdul Samad
said that the committee met yesterday and dis-
cussed Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development’s budget for the new fiscal year
2017-2018, and its final statement for the fiscal
year ending 2015-2016, in addition to the State
Audit Bureau and auditors reports about them.
Abdul Samad stressed that the fund’s internal
auditing department was still inactive even after
hiring a company to develop it. 

He added that the committee also stressed
the significance of communicating with auditing
bodies and the Civil Service Commissions (CSC)
to reconsider the fund’s organizing regulations
concerning excluding some employees from the
fund’s payroll and appointing them with special
contracts and higher incentives, health insur-

ance, rewards and financial allowances. The
committee also noted that despite the fall in the
fund’s revenues and the fall of investments’ val-
ue by KD 166 million, investment fees paid to
portfolio managers exceeded the limit to reach
KD 4.5 million. The committee also noted that
despite recommendations made in 2011  to
reassess the fund’s offices abroad in order to
increase their effectiveness and have more con-
trol over them, the fund had closed down its
office in Lebanon, had not activated its office in
Bahrain and continued to have consultant com-
panies in the loan-receiving countries supervise
loans and grants instead of having the fund do
such tasks. The committee also stressed the
importance of giving more chance to newly
graduating Kuwaiti engineers to join the fund’s
training programs.   

Huge number
Minister of State for Housing Affairs,Yasser

Abul said that housing is a matter of social
security and a major concern for all families in
Kuwait. He added that the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare managed to distribute 46,000
housing units in the past three years. “This is a
huge number,” he underlined, pointing out
that the authority currently faces three major
challenges; time, meeting schedules and tech-
nical problems related to executing mega proj-
ects according to schedule and specific quality
standards. 

Further, Abul said that the authority would
soon offer f ive investment oppor tunities
according to the public-private-partnership
(PPP) model for the first time in housing proj-
ects. He also noted that units in South Abdulla
Al-Mubarak area would be ready for distribu-
tion as planned by July. 

In addition, Abul said that the authority had
distributed 550,000 units in Metlaa city until last
November. He also noted that work is in
progress in several residential areas in Metlaa,

South Saad Al-Abdullah and South Sabah Al-
Ahmad cities in addition to some future project
such as Nawaf Al-Ahmed City (52,000 units), Al-
Khairan City (35,000 units) and the Silk City
(52,000 units). 

Responding to a question whether the
Kuwait Credit Bank could afford  future residen-
tial projects’ costs, Abul stressed that the bank
has a budget of KD 3 billion and that it could
resort to the state treasury if more was needed. 

Technical committee 
The Municipal Council’s technical committee,

headed by Fahad Al-Sane, is scheduled today to
discuss a request made by the defense ministry
to allocate a site to build a new brigade in Jahra.
The committee’s meeting agenda also includes
requests made by the Ministry of Electricity and
Water (MEW) to allocate the routes of overhead
high voltage lines connected to Al-Shaqaya
main plant. In addition, the committee will dis-
cuss the Ministry of Health’s (MOH) request to
allocate a temporary helicopter landing site near
Farwaniya hospital. 

Important projects
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) is set to

sign two contracts today for two important proj-
ects: the KD 184 million Nuwaiseeb Road project,
and a KD 700,000 project to build social care
homes in Jahra. Minister of Public Works
Abdelrahman Al-Mutawa is set to personally sign
the contracts, Undersecretary Awatif Al-Ghunaim
said in a press statement. Meanwhile, official
sources at MPW said that the ministry had pre-
pared an initial budget of KD 500 million to build
two projects supporting the new airport project
currently being built with total cost of KD 1.3 bil-
lion. The sources explained that MPW hopes to
offer the two projects for public bidding within
three months and that it is currently working on
qualification measures for contractors to design
and build a planes’ hanger and a parking lot. 

Kuwait 39th happiest
country in the world

Social aid to remain
intact: Minister Sabeeh

Hind Al-Sabeeh

KUWAIT: In line with the Bank’s student-
focused social responsibility program, a
team from the Corporate Communications
Unit at Kuwait International Bank (KIB)
recently organized a visit to Al-Ehssan
School. The visit aimed to instill in students
the values of savings and spread financial
literacy within schools in Kuwait.

Within this context, Fahad Al-Sarhan,
Team Leader of Corporate Communications
at KIB, stated: “This visit is a great example
of the Bank’s significant role within the
community and is one of the many visits
KIB is planning throughout this year. We are
very keen on engaging with the different

segments in the community, particularly
with students. 

For that reason, we consider these visits
as opportunities to introduce students to
savings skills from a young age, believing
that they are the foundation on which we
can build this country’s future.”

KIB has always been dedicated to sup-
porting the education sector. Through its
leading social responsibility program, the
Bank supports cultural initiatives and stu-
dent-organized activities that aim to nur-
ture youth and further their knowledge. KIB
believes students to be the key for the
development of the community.

KIB visits Al-Ehssan 
School as part of social
responsibility program

Mohammad Boushehri Dr Mashaan Al-Otaibi

KUWAIT: The Undersecretary of Kuwait’s
Ministry of Electricity and Water
Mohammad Boushehri revealed yesterday
that production capacity of the electrical
network increased by 2000 MW due to two
major projects, northern Al-Zour power sta-
tion and Subbiya.

Boushehri said in an interview with Al-
Anbaa daily that Al-Zour power station,
which entered service with full production
capacity in November of last year will con-
tribute 1.500 megawatts, equivalent to 10
percent of the total energy in the electric grid.

Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary of
the Electricity and Water Ministry for
Planning and Training Dr Mashaan Al-
Otaibi said that a meeting before applying
the new tariffs on power and water con-
sumption took place with civil society
organizations and non-profit organizations,
and discussion focused on the gradual
increase in prices. 

The meeting also welcomed the deci-
sion on tariff unifications, especially since
the ministry aims to rationalize consump-
tion, Otaibi added. —  KUNA

Electricity Ministry improves
production capacity, up 2000 MW


