
By Athoob Al-Shuaibi, Agencies 

KUWAIT: ‘Beauty and the Beast’ was
pulled from theatres in Kuwait yesterday.
The step comes as the Ministry of
Information asked theatre companies to
make additional cuts to the film. The
popular Disney movie was recently
remade with UK actress Emma Watson as
lead character, Belle. But it has sparked
controversy within the first week of
release in some Muslim countries due to
alleged ‘gay’ scenes. Malaysia has banned
the film after Disney refused to remove
the controversial scenes. 

In Kuwait, the movie has not been
officially banned and was in fact shown
in theatres since its release on March

16.  But yesterday,  the Information
Ministry called for additional scenes to
be cut. Duaij Al-Khalifa Al-Sabah, a
board member at the National Cinema
Company,  which operates 11 of
Kuwait’s 13 movie theaters said a newly
edited version of the movie may be in
theaters later this week. 

He said concerns center on a scene
late in the movie involving the character
LeFou, which director Bill  Condon
describes as an “exclusively gay moment.”
“We were requested to stop the screen-
ing and further censor the movie for
things that were deemed offensive by
the Ministry of Information’s censorship
department,” Al-Sabah said.  

Continued on page13
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Man ‘armed with knife’ 

disrupts Catholic mass 
Suspect detained; security beefed up

20

By Aakash Bakaya 

KUWAIT: A citizen, carrying a concealed knife, disrupted mass
at the Catholic Church in Kuwait City Sunday evening. The
man was later arrested by police. No one was hurt in the inci-
dent. Interior Ministry officials confirmed that a Kuwaiti man
was taken by police after causing a disturbance at the Holy
Family Cathedral Sunday evening. Two eye witnesses at the
church confirmed to Kuwait Times that the man was carrying
a long kitchen knife. 

During the service, the man dressed in a traditional dish-
dasha walked inside the church and went straight to where
the priest was speaking. A few parishioners nearby heard
that the man was asking “to see the Pope”. The man then
walked to the podium and tried to seize the microphone
from the priest. Several ushers then came forward and
escorted him from the church premises. After being led from
the church, the man was handed over to police. When he
saw officers approaching, the man dropped the knife that
had been hidden inside his dishdasha. 

An Interior Ministry official noted that the citizen, in his
60s, suffers from mental health issues. According to the
same official, who has that his name not to be published, the
citizen was taken by police to the Psychiatric Hospital for
monitoring, where he already has a file and has been receiv-
ing treatment. The official denied involvement of any terror-
ist organization or threat to the church or its parishioners. 

Officials from the Holy Family Cathedral confirmed the
incident as well but noted that the church is well protected -
police are regularly stationed outside the church during
hours of operation. There is a sizable Christian community in
Kuwait, approximately 750,000 adherents. There seven offi-
cially recognized churches and many of the country’s expa-
triate residents from India, the Philippines and other coun-
tries attend regular church services. The Catholic Church has
an estimated 500,000 followers in Kuwait. 

Attacks on churches or the Christian community in
Kuwait are largely unheard of. But after the June 2015 sui-
cide bombing of the Imam Al-Sadiq mosque in Kuwait City,
the Interior Ministry expanded security at local churches
with a regular posted police presence. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and his
accompanying delegation arrived yester-
day in the Turkish capital Ankara on an offi-
cial visit. His Highness the Amir was
received at the airport by President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, as well as senior govern-
ment officials and top brass. Ambassador
of the Republic of Turkey Ghassan Al-
Zawawi and Consul General in Istanbul
Mohammad Al-Mohammad, as well as

embassy staff were also present at His
Highness’s reception. 

During his visit, His Highness the Amir is
scheduled to hold talks with Turkish leaders
over efforts to boost bilateral relations and
cooperation in various domains. Amir’s visit
to Turkey is the second in less than a year as
he led Kuwait’s delegation to the World
Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul in May
2016. The Turkish President also paid a state
visit to Kuwait in April 2015.  — Agencies 

Turkey welcomes Amir 

ANKARA: Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (right) welcomes Kuwait’s
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah upon his arrival at Esenboga
International Airport in Ankara. — AFP 

By A staff reporter

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti lawyer yesterday
filed a lawsuit at Administrative Court
demanding an “urgent suspension” of
all driving licenses for expatriates and
halting the issuance of new licenses for
them to make it easier for citizens to
drive on roads. Lawyer Mohammad Al-
Ansari said he filed the lawsuit on
behalf of several Kuwaiti citizens after
the traffic problems have deteriorated
reaching an “unbearable phase”.

The lawyer said that because the
ministries of interior and public works
have failed to resolve the traffic prob-
lem in the country resulting to conges-
tion which negatively impacted
Kuwaiti citizens. He demanded that the
court should “temporarily suspend the
validity of all driver licenses held by
expatriates and halt the issuance of
new ones until the Interior Ministry
issues new decisions to regulate the
traffic matters in Kuwait”.

The lawyer said that the traffic prob-
lems in the country have reached a
dangerous level especially when citi-
zens and expatriates go to their jobs
and come back home. This has resulted
in uncivilized behavior and practices

and with the absence of any imminent
solution from the government, it is
time that the judiciary ordered urgently
the suspension of driving licenses held
by expatriates with the exception of
certain professions.

The court has not yet set a date for
considering the case which is the first
of its kind in the country but comes at a
time when millions of expatriates have
become an easy target and have been
blamed for most of the country’s prob-
lems and shortcomings. There are
about 3.1 million foreigners living and
working in Kuwait against just under
1.4 million Kuwaiti citizens.

For the past 10 years, the Interior
Ministry had imposed highly strict rules
for expatriates to be able to apply for
driving licenses. A majority of expatri-
ates are required to hold a university
degree, earn a monthly salary of KD 600
and have lived in the country legally for
at least two years to be able to apply
for a driver ’s l icense. The court is
extremely unlikely to issue the suspen-
sion because it clearly contradicts sev-
eral provisions in the Kuwaiti constitu-
tion which envisages equality among
all regardless of nationality or gender.

Continued on Page 13
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‘Beauty and the Beast’ pulled from theatres

This image released by Disney shows Dan Stevens as The Beast (left) and Emma
Watson as Belle in a live-action adaptation of the animated classic "Beauty and the
Beast." — AP

MUMBAI: An Indian woman rescued from sex slavery
in one of the Gulf nations was brought back to her
hometown in Gujarat on Sunday amid concerns traf-
fickers are widening their net to new parts of India.
Two agents - one in Gujarat and another in Mumbai -
have been arrested and the search is on for more
agents, officials said. The woman, 35, had flown to
Dubai about a year ago on the promise of a house-
maid’s job and a monthly salary of about 40,000
Indian rupees ($600). 

She was, however, sold to another employer in
another Gulf country where she was repeatedly raped
and abused, a state minister said. She is currently recu-
perating at a public hospital in the western state of
Gujarat. Campaigners said most trafficking cases to
the Gulf region have so far been from southern Indian
states of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala, and rarely from other parts of the country.

“It is presumed that most cases of trafficking to the
Gulf are from southern states. We are finding names of
more agents in Gujarat from those arrested,”
Bhupendrasinh Chudasama, Education Minister in
Gujarat said. “Police have launched a major investiga-
tion. We will alert other states too if we find links to
them.” Chudasama had alerted government officials
and the police to the case after he read about the
woman’s plight in The Times of India newspaper.

While police teams from Gujarat and Mumbai
swooped on agents who had lured the woman to
Dubai, an Indian politician with business interests in
one of the GGC states - Thopali Sriniwas - contacted
the Indian embassy there. This was the second case of
a Gujarat woman that he helped return to her home-
land in less than a month. 

Continued on Page 13
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DUBAI: Visitors look at screens displaying images of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al-
Maktoum Solar Park yesterday, at the solar plant in Dubai.  —  AFP 

DUBAI: Dubai yesterday completed a
solar plant big enough to power 50,000
homes as part of a plan to generate three-
quarters of its energy from renewables by
2050. The 200 megawatt plant sprawls
over 4.5 square kilometers of desert and
includes some 2.3 million photovoltaic
panels. It is the second phase of the
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum Solar
Park, which is set to pump out a total of
1,000 megawatts by 2020, the Dubai
Electricity and Water Authority said.

The $326 million (300 million euro) sec-
ond phase was built by a consortium
including Saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power and
Spain’s TSK. DEWA chief Saeed Al-Tayer
said the operators would sell power to the
public utility company. The project is the

“largest and first solar power project of its
kind in the region”, he said. “The state has
begun early in preparing to say goodbye
to the last drop of oil, through a clear
strategy including investments in power
generation plants that use various solar
power technologies,” Tayer said.

The solar park ’s first phase came
online in 2013, with 152,000 panels pro-
ducing 13 megawatts. DEWA said in
December the second phase of the proj-
ect had set a world record for cheap solar
energy, at 5.6 US cents (5.2 euro cents)
per kilowatt hour. Last year, DEWA
awarded the third and final phase of the
project, an 800 megawatt extension to
the park, to a consortium led by Abu
Dhabi’s Masdar. — AFP

Dubai harvests desert 

sun at its solar plant
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is
seen off at the airport by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah before his departure to Turkey yesterday. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen off by
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

— Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen off
by Deputy Chairman of the National Guard Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

ANKARA: His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s visit
to Turkey will boost bilateral relations, Chief of
the Turkish Directorate General for Press and
Information Mehmet Akarca said.

The visit looks into means to boost relations
on all possible levels, Akarca said, adding that
both nations were aware of the historical impor-
tance of this visit. Akarca revealed that both
countries were eager to follow up on an agree-
ment signed in 2014 to develop media ties.

Media cooperation plays an important part in
the development of relations, said the Turkish
official who noted that through this domain,
Kuwait and Turkey could look into more means
to develop the overall ties linking the two states.
Meanwhile, the Turkish official touched on the
importance of unifying the Islamic media front
against campaigns aimed at belittling Islam and

painting a distorted image of this great faith.
Akarca said that fighting terror groups like the so-
called Islamic State (IS) and other similar entities
required from Islamic media outlets to stand firm
in spreading the true message of Islam to the
world. Connected to this topic, the Turkish official
revealed that a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed recently to establish an Islamic
media center. He hoped that Kuwait would par-
take in the efforts to establish the center, which
will provide a trusted and comprehensive media
database and news for subscribers. The Turkish
Presidency media office had said on Sunday that
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was set
to decorate His Highness the Amir with Turkey’s
Order of State during his visit to Ankara.  The two
sides were also set to sign cooperation agree-
ments and hold talks on a host of bilateral and
regional issues, it added. — KUNA

Amir’s visit to Turkey important: Akarca

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen
off by His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen
off by Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khoder.

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah met Sunday with US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman, discussing bilateral rela-
tions, as well as latest regional and international developments. The meeting was also attended by Assistant Foreign Minister for Al-Jarallah’s
Office Affairs Ambassador Ayham Al-Omar and Assistant Foreign Minister for the Americas’ Affairs Ambassador Reem Al-Khaled. — KUNA

RABAT: It is imperative that Arab parliaments
act in unison against Israeli violations of United
Nations (UN) resolutions, Kuwait’s National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yes-
terday. Ghanem made the remarks to open the
24th conference of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union (AIPU) in the Moroccan capital, where he
underscored the need for AIPU to act in a coher-
ent and organized manner.

The former AIPU Chairman also noted that
time for talk was over and that diplomacy
should be utilized as a tool to pile up pressure
on Israel, citing UN resolution 2334, which deals
with Israeli settlements on Palestinian lands. “We
remain steadfast in our aim to use an event of
such magnitude to take a clear political stance
on Israel,” Ghanem said.

He added that diplomatic action against
Israel is needed, including “ the suspension of
the Israeli Knesset’s membership in the Inter-
Parliamentary Union for its infraction of the very
essence of the union.” Moreover, the Kuwaiti
National Assembly Speaker spoke of his san-
guine expectations that “Arab nations will ulti-
mately succeed.”

Ghanem is heading a Kuwait parliamentary
delegation comprising   Undersecretary of the
Parliamentary Caucus Rakan Al-Nisf, Caucus
Secretary Dr Odah Al-Ruwaiee, Treasurer Walid

Al-Tabtabaei, members of the Caucus Executive
Committee Omar Al-Tabtabaei and Yousef Al-
Fadhalah, besides MPs Safaa Al-Hashem, Al-
Humaidi Al-Subaiee and Ali Al-Deqbasi. — KUNA

Parliament Speaker urges concerted

response against Israeli violations

RABAT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem participates in the 24th conference of
the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union (AIPU). — KUNA

PARIS: Representing His Highness the Amir,
Kuwaiti Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Information Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Mubarak Al-Sabah announced yesterday
Kuwait’s pledge of $5 million for a fresh fund for
the protection of heritage in conflict zones.

The Kuwaiti minister made the announce-
ment during a conference held in the Louvre
Museum in Paris, bringing together representa-
tives and delegates from 40 countries, organiza-
tions and entities. The gathering is mainly
intended to give support to an emerging inter-
national effort to protest cultural heritage in
areas of conflict worldwide.

Addressing the conference, the Kuwaiti

Minister stressed that the Gulf Country was keen
on helping with this cause that was noble and
worthy and merited attention especially for pre-
serving cultural heritage for future generations.

He said he was “honored to represent His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah” at the conference, and voiced
thanks to the organizers. 

The Kuwaiti minister stressed the State of
Kuwait’s keenness on providing all kinds of sup-
port and help to all efforts aiming at protecting
heritage. He also lauded the joint efforts of
France and United Arab Emirates (UAE) to create
an international alliance to protect threatened
cultural heritage. — KUNA

Kuwait pledges $5 million

for new fund to protect

heritage in conflict zones

PARIS: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
and Acting Information Minister Sheikh
Mohammad Mubarak Al-Sabah speaks dur-
ing the conference. — KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait is pushing the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) to
keep addressing the issue of Israeli viola-
tions on Arab soil and that it should be part
and parcel of UNHRC’s agenda. The remarks
were made by Kuwait’s permanent dele-
gate to the UN Ambassador Jamal Al-
Ghunaim yesterday, during compelling dis-
cussions held with the UN’s Special
Rapporteur on Human Rights in the
Palestinian Territories Michael Lynk. The
Kuwaiti diplomat noted that his country’s
unwavering commitment to the Palestinian
issue stems from the “graveness of Israeli
violations that are tantamount to war
crimes and crimes against humanity.”

Moreover, Ghunaim said that “turning a
blind eye to Israeli violations will only
embolden the country to continue violat-
ing international humanitarian laws,
adding that Kuwait vehemently condemns
“Israeli aggressions against the Palestinian
people.” Meanwhile, Kuwait’s permanent
delegate to the UN voiced Kuwait’s grow-
ing concerns over increasing Israeli settle-
ments on Palestinian land, practices he
slammed as unlawful and catastrophic.
Ghunaim also excoriated Israel for its block-
ade on Gaza, which induced a wide array of
humanitarian crises, saying that Kuwait will
remain steadfast in its support of the
Palestinian people. — KUNA

KUWAIT/MUSCAT: Omani Interior Minister
Hamoud bin Faisal Al-Busaidi arrived in
Kuwait yesterday, leading a security delega-
tion to attend a regional conference on
child protection from social media hazards.

The Omani minister was received at
Kuwait International Airport by Kuwaiti
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Acting
Undersecretary of the Interior Ministry
Major General Mahmoud Al-Dosari and
Omani Ambassador to Kuwait Hamed Al-
Ibrahim and several senior security officials.
The two-day conference, the first of its king
in Kuwait, opens today under the aegis of
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

In other news, a visiting judicial delega-

tion from Kuwait has discussed with Oman’s
Public Prosecutor Hussein bin Ali Al-Hilali
and Justice Ministry’s Undersecretary Issa
bin Hamad Al-Azri ways to boost bilateral
judicial ties.  The delegation’s visit, repre-
senting the Judiciary Administrative Affairs
Council in Kuwait, is part of bilateral “scien-
tific” visits between supreme and cassation
courts in GCC States, said Counselor Ali
Bourisly, Cassation Court’s Procurator.

The visit aims at reviewing the
Sultanate’s judicial experience, which will
help in boosting and enhancing joint coop-
eration between the two countries, Bourisly
said, affirming the Kuwaiti council’s keen-
ness in benefiting from regional and inter-
national expertise and expanding judicial
cooperation prospects. — KUNA

Kuwait urges UNHRC not

to neglect Israeli violations

Omani Interior Minister in

Kuwait for child conference

MUSCAT: Members of the Kuwaiti judicial delegation discuss with Oman’s Public
Prosecutor Hussein bin Ali Al-Hilali and Justice Ministry’s Undersecretary Issa bin
Hamad Al-Azri bilateral judicial ties.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah welcomes Omani Interior Minister Hamoud bin Faisal Al-Busaidi. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Cabinet has asked Public
Authority for Communications and Information
Technology to establish a national cyber-securi-
ty center.  This came during a customary weekly
cabinet meeting held yesterday under chair-
manship of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.
The center is primarily meant to address the risks
and challenges of information security in the
country, and to protect different agencies and
services from relevant hazards.

The move reflects the government’s keenness
on promoting the information system under an
environment that ensures the flow of informa-
tion in a confidential and safe manner. The cabi-
net also asked the Ministry of Public Works to
coordinate with the Ministry of Finance to pro-
vide necessary funding for developing naviga-

tion in Khor Abdullah watercourse in line with
relevant legal regulations.

Meat stock
The Consumer Protection Authority was

entrusted by the cabinet to carry out investiga-
tions into reported attempts to monopolize
meat prices, and to take necessary measures to
provide strategic meat stock at competitive
prices. Also during the cabinet meeting, Minister
of Commerce and Industry and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudan elaborated
on measures to solve the problem of high
rentals of shops at Souq Al-Mubarakiya.

Meanwhile, Roudan said that the Cabinet has
approved a draft decree extending Kuwait Direct
Promotion Authority (KDIPA) Director General
Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah’s term. At the onset of the meeting, First
Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the ministers
on the outcomes of the recent visit by the Maltese
foreign minister to Kuwait, which focused on ways
of promoting and developing bilateral ties.

Afterwards, Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh briefed the min-
isters on the outcomes of his recent tour of
London, New York, Boston and Los Angeles in a
step that aimed to attract international bond
investors to Kuwait’s planned subscription for
public debt bonds.

Furthermore, the cabinet condemned recent
“terrorist” attacks in Saudi Arabia’s Al-Qatif and
Paris, reiterating Kuwait’s relentless and princi-
pled stance based on rejecting all forms and vio-
lence and terrorism. 

Cabinet instructs establishing

national cyber-security center 

Ministry to provide funding for Khor Abdullah development 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Acting State Minister for Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan said that the
commerce ministry coordinated with the
Kuwait Livestock Trading and Transport

Company to supply the local market with
enough supplies of livestock in case any
shortages were detected. The ministry’s
consumer protection department contin-
ues to monitor prices in order to prevent
any fabricated increase in prices, he added. 

The minister was speaking on the side-
lines of the 2nd Corporate Governance in
GCC States Conference. In his opening
speech, he stressed the importance of pro-
tecting the institutions of state and private
sectors from the negative impacts of slow
economic growth through applying the
modern standards of corporate gover-
nance. Protecting such institutions is also
done through reviewing active economic
legislations and issuing modern laws that
are in line with the latest applied laws and
regulations worldwide, Roudhan said.

Applying corporate governance in only
one sector would not attain the desired
goals and results due to its close connec-
tion to the other sector, the minister noted,
affirming corporate governance’s credibility
in attaining economic efficiency, invest-
ment development, transparency and jus-
tice values, in addition to transforming
Kuwait into a global commercial and finan-
cial hub in accordance to His Highness the
Amir’s vision.

Meanwhile, Roudhan indicated that the
three-day conference is held under the aus-
pices of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, and will discuss a number of sub-
jects related to economic reformations in
GCC countries.

Coordination to supply

market in case of

livestock shortage

Khaled Al-Roudhan

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh denied yesterday
impending social aid cuts for those eligible
for it, saying that such pecuniary support is
only just for those entitled to it. Speaking
to the press, Sabeeh, who is also Minister of
State for Economic Affairs, said that the
social aid is distributed to those who meet
all the prerequisites for it. The minister
added that the aid is merely “supplemen-
tary and not a paycheck as some people
often deem it.”

Moreover, she spoke of ongoing studies
that aim to uncover the economic reper-
cussions of social aid, noting that the gov-
ernment’s primary concern is to provide
jobs for the nation’s youth. She also point-

ed out that a number of studies are being
conducted over the beneficiaries of social
aid and how dependent are certain social
segments on that aid. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait ranked 39th worldwide and
fourth amongst Arab countries in the World
Happiness Report 2017, which was released yes-
terday. According to the report, the United Arab
Emirates came first amongst Arab countries and
21st worldwide. The list of Arab countries
include Qatar (35th worldwide), Saudi Arabia
(37), Bahrain (41), Algeria (53), Libya (68), Jordan
(74), Lebanon (88), Somalia (93), Tunisia (102),
Egypt (104), Iraq (117), Sudan (130), Yemen (146)
and Syria (152). In the latest report released by
the UN’s Network for Sustainable Development,
Norway has jumped from the fourth place in
2016 to the first place this year, followed by
Denmark, which shows that Scandinavian coun-
tries are the happiest. Iceland, Switzerland,
Finland, Holland, Canada, New Zealand, Australia
and Sweden round up the top ten, while South
Sudan, Liberia, Guinea, Togo, Rwanda, Tanzania,
Burundi and Central African republic came last
on the index. 

Inactive auditing
Chairman of the parliament’s budgets and

final statements committee Adnan Abdul Samad
said that the committee met yesterday and dis-
cussed Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development’s budget for the new fiscal year
2017-2018, and its final statement for the fiscal
year ending 2015-2016, in addition to the State
Audit Bureau and auditors reports about them.
Abdul Samad stressed that the fund’s internal
auditing department was still inactive even after
hiring a company to develop it. 

He added that the committee also stressed
the significance of communicating with auditing
bodies and the Civil Service Commissions (CSC)
to reconsider the fund’s organizing regulations
concerning excluding some employees from the
fund’s payroll and appointing them with special
contracts and higher incentives, health insur-

ance, rewards and financial allowances. The
committee also noted that despite the fall in the
fund’s revenues and the fall of investments’ val-
ue by KD 166 million, investment fees paid to
portfolio managers exceeded the limit to reach
KD 4.5 million. The committee also noted that
despite recommendations made in 2011  to
reassess the fund’s offices abroad in order to
increase their effectiveness and have more con-
trol over them, the fund had closed down its
office in Lebanon, had not activated its office in
Bahrain and continued to have consultant com-
panies in the loan-receiving countries supervise
loans and grants instead of having the fund do
such tasks. The committee also stressed the
importance of giving more chance to newly
graduating Kuwaiti engineers to join the fund’s
training programs.   

Huge number
Minister of State for Housing Affairs,Yasser

Abul said that housing is a matter of social
security and a major concern for all families in
Kuwait. He added that the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare managed to distribute 46,000
housing units in the past three years. “This is a
huge number,” he underlined, pointing out
that the authority currently faces three major
challenges; time, meeting schedules and tech-
nical problems related to executing mega proj-
ects according to schedule and specific quality
standards. 

Further, Abul said that the authority would
soon offer f ive investment oppor tunities
according to the public-private-partnership
(PPP) model for the first time in housing proj-
ects. He also noted that units in South Abdulla
Al-Mubarak area would be ready for distribu-
tion as planned by July. 

In addition, Abul said that the authority had
distributed 550,000 units in Metlaa city until last
November. He also noted that work is in
progress in several residential areas in Metlaa,

South Saad Al-Abdullah and South Sabah Al-
Ahmad cities in addition to some future project
such as Nawaf Al-Ahmed City (52,000 units), Al-
Khairan City (35,000 units) and the Silk City
(52,000 units). 

Responding to a question whether the
Kuwait Credit Bank could afford  future residen-
tial projects’ costs, Abul stressed that the bank
has a budget of KD 3 billion and that it could
resort to the state treasury if more was needed. 

Technical committee 
The Municipal Council’s technical committee,

headed by Fahad Al-Sane, is scheduled today to
discuss a request made by the defense ministry
to allocate a site to build a new brigade in Jahra.
The committee’s meeting agenda also includes
requests made by the Ministry of Electricity and
Water (MEW) to allocate the routes of overhead
high voltage lines connected to Al-Shaqaya
main plant. In addition, the committee will dis-
cuss the Ministry of Health’s (MOH) request to
allocate a temporary helicopter landing site near
Farwaniya hospital. 

Important projects
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) is set to

sign two contracts today for two important proj-
ects: the KD 184 million Nuwaiseeb Road project,
and a KD 700,000 project to build social care
homes in Jahra. Minister of Public Works
Abdelrahman Al-Mutawa is set to personally sign
the contracts, Undersecretary Awatif Al-Ghunaim
said in a press statement. Meanwhile, official
sources at MPW said that the ministry had pre-
pared an initial budget of KD 500 million to build
two projects supporting the new airport project
currently being built with total cost of KD 1.3 bil-
lion. The sources explained that MPW hopes to
offer the two projects for public bidding within
three months and that it is currently working on
qualification measures for contractors to design
and build a planes’ hanger and a parking lot. 

Kuwait 39th happiest

country in the world

Social aid to remain

intact: Minister Sabeeh

Hind Al-Sabeeh

KUWAIT: In line with the Bank’s student-
focused social responsibility program, a
team from the Corporate Communications
Unit at Kuwait International Bank (KIB)
recently organized a visit to Al-Ehssan
School. The visit aimed to instill in students
the values of savings and spread financial
literacy within schools in Kuwait.

Within this context, Fahad Al-Sarhan,
Team Leader of Corporate Communications
at KIB, stated: “This visit is a great example
of the Bank’s significant role within the
community and is one of the many visits
KIB is planning throughout this year. We are
very keen on engaging with the different

segments in the community, particularly
with students. 

For that reason, we consider these visits
as opportunities to introduce students to
savings skills from a young age, believing
that they are the foundation on which we
can build this country’s future.”

KIB has always been dedicated to sup-
porting the education sector. Through its
leading social responsibility program, the
Bank supports cultural initiatives and stu-
dent-organized activities that aim to nur-
ture youth and further their knowledge. KIB
believes students to be the key for the
development of the community.

KIB visits Al-Ehssan 

School as part of social

responsibility program

Mohammad Boushehri Dr Mashaan Al-Otaibi

KUWAIT: The Undersecretary of Kuwait’s
Ministry of Electricity and Water
Mohammad Boushehri revealed yesterday
that production capacity of the electrical
network increased by 2000 MW due to two
major projects, northern Al-Zour power sta-
tion and Subbiya.

Boushehri said in an interview with Al-
Anbaa daily that Al-Zour power station,
which entered service with full production
capacity in November of last year will con-
tribute 1.500 megawatts, equivalent to 10
percent of the total energy in the electric grid.

Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary of
the Electricity and Water Ministry for
Planning and Training Dr Mashaan Al-
Otaibi said that a meeting before applying
the new tariffs on power and water con-
sumption took place with civil society
organizations and non-profit organizations,
and discussion focused on the gradual
increase in prices. 

The meeting also welcomed the deci-
sion on tariff unifications, especially since
the ministry aims to rationalize consump-
tion, Otaibi added. —  KUNA

Electricity Ministry improves

production capacity, up 2000 MW
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KUWAIT: Organizers of the first
Kuwait Youth and Tourism
Forum seek to transform the
event into a comprehensive
platform for opportunities and
enhancing relations between
young entrepreneurs, as well as
promoting tourism as a support-
er for true development.

In this regard, Nabila Al-Anjeri,
head of the organizing commit-
tee and General Manager of
Leaders Group  for Consultancy
and Development, stressed that
the forum would be held in col-
laboration between the informa-
tion ministry’s tourism sector
and the Leaders Group, which
serves as the representative of
the United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO)
in Kuwait. The event takes place
on the 27th and 28th of March,
2017 under the patronage of
Minister of Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Minister of Information
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdulla
Al-Sabah.

The forum will discuss the
ways of activating tourism in
Kuwait, Anjeri said. She also
expected that the forum would
attract considerable participation

from state departments con-
cerned with youth, tourism,
development and planning
since it also coincides with
selecting Kuwait as the ‘Youth
Capital in 2017.’ Anjeri added
that the forum fits with the UN’s
new strategy to empower the
youth in sustainable develop-
ment for 2030.  

Further, Anjeri highlighted
the emergence of the ‘millennial
generation,’ otherwise known as
‘first-time travelers’ or ‘new gen-
eration travelers.’ The term refers

to people born at the beginning
of the new century and are
expected to join world travelers
seeking new experiences, espe-
cially after the spread of social
media. “ The fifth Global Summit
on City Tourism was recently
held with participation of 400
experts from 40 different coun-
tries, and all of them focused on
the significance of the ‘millennial
generation,’ specialized emerg-
ing markets, means to build
authentic cultural experiences
and enrolling local communi-
ties.” she added. Furthermore,
she noted that participants also
stressed the significance of
means used today to provide
270 million young travelers with
access to good genuine touristic
products as well as the capabili-
ty to communicate electronically
on a 24/7 basis. 

Moreover, Anjeri urged
Kuwaiti young entrepreneurs,
companies and planners work-
ing in the fields of tourism, travel
and hospitality to become fully
aware of changes expected in
local and GCC tourism maps,
according to specialized studies
and international organizations’

reports. “The reports say that
GCC youth who are due to
become adults over the next 15
years will contribute in re-map-
ping travel and tourism by using
modern digital and technologi-
cal methods, smartphones and
social media networks to run and
manage their travels and book-
ings,” Ajneri explained, noting
that young people’s ideas would
help create new projects and job
opportunities for thousands of
graduates. 

“If the world’s youth make up
the largest segment of people
working in travel, tourism and
hospitality, young entrepre-
neurs and investors wil l  be
much closer to them in terms of
understanding the need for cre-
ativity in tourism techniques
and methods, namely those
which are suitable for youth
and their thinking patterns,”
Anjeri indicated. “This makes
young entrepreneurs highly
qualified to come up with new
ideas on starting and managing
successful small and medium
touristic projects, only if they
get proper spiritual, technical
and financial support.”

Forum to provide platform for

opportunities, exchange of ideas
GCC youth to contribute in re-mapping tourism in 15 years

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti traditional houses in the old days used to have a Sidr
tree (its Scientific name: Ziziphus spina-christi) placed close to the
house’s yard or near the building. Their fruits, commonly known as ‘Kinar,’
used to fall inside the house, where children and adults would pick them

up and enjoy eating them. Children would also use long sticks to the
ripe fruits and pick them up from the ground, then wash and eat them.
Sidr is associated with the Lote-trees mentioned in the Holy Quran. It is
also common in the Jordan Valley and around Jerusalem. —KUNA

Sidr tree: A common feature in 

old Kuwaiti neighborhoods

Nabila Al-Anjeri

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) visited senior citizens at the
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s nursing homes on the occasion of
Mother’s Day.
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KUWAIT: A general view of a cloudy day in Kuwait City. — KUNA

IRBIL: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) distrib-
uted yesterday 3,000 food parcels on disputed Iraqis
from Mosul and Hamam Al-Alil refugee camps in
southern Mosul. KRCS offered food parcels to dis-
placed Iraqis in Mosul and to Hamam Al-Alil refugee
camp in southern Mosul in cooperation with local
humanitarian organizations, Director of KRCS’s
Disasters and Emergency Department Yousef Al-
Meraj said. The food aid covered newly displaced
Iraqis from the right side of Mosul due to the military
operations in their area. — KUNA

MANAMA: King of Bahrain Hamad bin Issa Al-
Khalifa has commended His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
for his support to bilateral ties, Gulf joint action, as
well as to Arab and Islamic causes. Receiving Dean
of the Diplomatic Corps, Kuwaiti Ambassador to
the Kingdom Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah on Sunday,
the Monarch emphasized the momentousness of
continuous coordination and consultation to
boost bilateral ties. Sheikh Azzam handed King
Hamad a letter from His Highness the Amir on
bilateral ties.—KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratu-
lation yesterday to Chairperson of the Kuwaiti
Voluntary Work Center Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, on the occasion of her being
honored with an honorary order prize award.
Bahrain’s Corporate Social Responsibility Network
honored Sheikha Amthal during a recent ceremony
in the Kingdom, christening her the top female
social reformer for the year 2017. The honorary
award recognized Sheikha Amthal for her unbridled
commitment to women’s empowerment. — KUNA

In Brief

Bahraini King lauds Amir Amir congratulates

Sheikha Amthal
KRCS distributes 3,000 parcels 

‘Taste of Q8’ sponsorship

big success for ABK
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait
(ABK) successfully concluded the
sponsorship of the ‘Taste of Q8’ food
festival for the third consecutive year,
which was held at the Boulevard
Salmiya Crescent from the 16th to
the 18th of March, 2017. ABK gave
away three ABK Emirates Visa Gold
Prepaid Travel cards worth KD 100

each, during a raffle draw that was
held at the event. The three-day food
festival celebrated Kuwait’s great culi-
nary diversity and offered visitors the
opportunity to experience many dif-
ferent cuisines from local restaurants,
bakers and gourmet grocers, and
enjoy live cooking demonstrations
presented by renowned celebrity

chefs. The event also featured live
entertainment and activities for kids. 

The bank was pleased to take part
in this exciting event that aims to
keep Kuwait’s culture alive and sup-
port local talents, while bringing
together the Kuwaiti community in
the midst of an upbeat and positive
ambiance.

Jazeera Airways honors

mothers on their special day 
KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways, the first pri-
vate airline in Kuwait and the Middle
East, welcomes all mothers traveling
with Jazeera Airways to a luxurious trav-
el experience by offering complimenta-
ry access to the Jazeera Lounge, as a
token of love and appreciation. 

Today, all mothers can enjoy the

privileges and comfort that Jazeera
Lounge offers before they embark on
their respective journeys. Situated near
the Jazeera gates at the Kuwait
International Airport, the Jazeera
Lounge provides a relaxing experience
thanks to its world-class amenities and
freshly prepared delicious bites and

drinks. Commenting on Jazeera Airways’
special treat designed exclusively for all
mothers, Dr Mohamed Barakat, VP
Marketing and Product said: “Jazeera
Airways is delighted to honor all moth-
ers on their special day. As a proud
Kuwaiti airline, we deeply cherish the
role of mothers in our society and the
extraordinary role they have in building
healthy families.” He continued: “This
year’s celebration of Mother’s Day is a
symbolic gesture to express our warm
thanks and deepest gratitude to all
mothers.” Jazeera Airways’ exclusive
treat on Mothers’ Day falls under the air-
line’s social corporate responsibility to
support those who positively contribute
to society. Jazeera Airways takes this
opportunity to extend their gratitude
and outmost appreciation to all moth-
ers and encourages those who wish to
travel on March 21st today to avail this
special opportunity. 

KUWAIT: Othman Tawfiqi and Adwan Al-Adwani pose with guests during the food festival.
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Crime
R e p o r t

Drugged driver

caught with firearm

Fugitive nabbed
In a similar case, Jahra police arrested a drugs addict

after he showed resistance. They discovered that he is
wanted to by authorities to serve six years in jail over a
previous case. Police had ordered the man to pull his
vehicle over because it had illegally tinted windows.
They soon discovered that he was under the influence
of drugs, so they placed him under arrest and set him to
the concerned authorities.

Search for runaway thieves
Jahra prosecutor ordered an investigation to identify

an arrest of four people who robbed a citizen and left
behind a vehicle that was likely stolen. A Kuwaiti man had
told Naeem police that he was approached while being at
a co-op society’s parking lot by four men, who robbed KD
160 from him at knifepoint. The four ran away on foot
afterwards, leaving behind a luxury vehicle that they were
driving. Separately, investigations are ongoing to identify
and arrest a thief who stole a purse containing two smart-
phones, a civil ID and credit cards from a car he broke into.
The vehicle’s owner told police that she came out of a
beauty salon to discover that her car’s window was
smashed. She inspected the vehicle and found out that
her purse which she had left inside was missing. Forensics
personnel were sent to take fingerprints from the vehicle.

The true meaning of parenthood is personified
when two pigeons are seen alternating care for the
eggs, and feeding their little ones until they are

able to fly. I recently noticed two birds who chose thin
metal wires that cannot be bent to build their nest. They
chose soft wooden tweaks to build the nest and made it
in a round shape

Two days later, the female pigeon laid the eggs.
When strong winds came around, the pigeon did not
leave its nest, and that in order to protect its young.
Then when the winds calmed down, the mother left
briefly before returning while carrying food in its beak to
feed them.

In order to teach her young how to fly though they
are still captive to their nest, the mother kept her beak at
a distance to force the young to reach for the food while
they flap their wings. So it was a lesson for feeding and
flying at the same time. That is true motherhood that
never ends for all Almighty Allah’s creation.

Sometimes the mother gives her young some self-
confidence, so she flies and leaves them for minutes, in
order for them to develop the courage to get out of the
nest. They take a few steps outside, then return back to
the nest scared.

The mother returns, so the young hide under her

wings to receive security and food. They stay that way
for few a weeks until they grow old enough to become
self-dependent and fly into the empty space, complet-
ing the cycle of life by building their own nests.

Motherhood is found in all of the creations of
Allah Almighty. A mother is a never-ending river of
endless passion and giving for her young, and to
protect them until the very last breath of her life.
That is the great advantage Allah Almighty gave to
every mother. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Mothers’ great advantage

Al-Qabas

Kuwait News Agency recently carried an indirect
denial by Deputy Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh for information mentioned

in my column published on March 5, 2017 and titled
“False Document.’ The minister asserted that the econom-
ic reform document (the government’s blueprint to
achieve economic reform) was based on correct studies
and factual numbers. From a professional standpoint, the
minister was supposed to send his denial to Al-Qabas
Newspaper. As for me personally, I would like to assert
that I do not spread ‘rumors’  as the minister hinted in his
statement, which seems to have been prepared hastily by
the way. Not to mention that my writings are subject to
professional and legal scrutiny followed by Al-Qabas.

Yet, the minister selected a method through which he
can impose his statement, in order to protect himself
from professional comments. This is an unknown practice
that contradicts with the simplest of media rules, that is if
the government was actually seeking to instill credibility
in its vision to begin with!

It may be a political reason that made the minister
ignore the source of the news and its writer, and instead
refer to it as ‘social media rumors.’ The numbers men-
tioned in my column were quoted from an Al-Seyassa
newspaper article published on February 7, 2017, quot-
ing sources in the economic committee in the parlia-
ment. Furthermore, several MPs were quoted in the
report; which also included a comment saying “the new
development came when the government admitted
through Al-Saleh that the documents was not based on
factual studies and numbers, which opened MPs’ appetite
to talk about canceling the document.”

I am not concerned with discussing the news item
itself. I am concerned with its content, as refuting the
news is the responsibility of the finance minister and the
team of experts. The minister did not confirm or deny the
news when it was first published, and I waited for him to
release a statement. However, my column caught his
attention to the news, albeit one month late, and he
released a comment on the day the cabinet met after the
response that my column good and positive feedback
from many economic experts and those interested in the
economic affairs. To explain further, the finance minister
never made a statement about the reform document for
over a year, despite many comments made by experts,
including former deputy premier, finance minister and
central bank governor Sheikh Salem Al-Abdelaziz Al-
Sabah who said in an article published by Al-Rai on July
2017 that “the document lacked many issues.”

Reform is a national march with a continuous dynamic
nature that needs a roadmap, according to Sheikh Salem.
I do not think that a statement like this is easy to compre-
hend for those who are not concerned with the field.

The minister’s document is made of empty data and
indicators, not solutions and deep treatment of econom-
ic, financial and social defects, that treat the wounds of
yesterday and today! Marketing the document requires
political and economic proficiency that creates real part-
nership with the people based on credibility and profes-
sionalism, besides the necessary to put the economic
aspect ahead of financial and currency policy, as reform is
indivisible. — Translated by Kuwait Times from 

The economic reform

Al-Qabas

By Khalid Al-Tarrah

KUWAIT: Police arrested a man who was driving under the
influence of drugs while holding a loaded AK-47 rifle, accord-
ing to police. Officers had rushed to a location where several
people reported in emergency calls that a man was driving
while waving a mechanical weapon from his vehicle’s win-
dow. Police were able to subdue to the man and place him
under arrest. He was taken to the police station to be identi-
fied because he was too inebriated to speak cohesively with
officers. He was later transferred to Farwaniya Hospital for a
medical check. The man faces charges of drug abuse, posses-
sion of an unlicensed firearm, and reckless driving.

By Nafeeah Al-Zuwayed

Suspected ‘extremist’
Investigations are ongoing in a case involving a man

who claims that his son is an extremist, while the young
man says that his father is mentally ill. Police had headed to
a house in Taima after receiving an emergency call about a
fight and possible arms possession. A bedoon man
answered the door, and told police that he suspects that
his son has joined Daesh. He claimed that the young man
possessed a weapon, and often met with people he never
seen before in the area. Police asked to see the young man,
who came out and told police that his father has a mental
disorder and often acts strangely when he is off medica-
tion. Preliminary investigations revealed that the father
had done the same to his son before. The case is pending a
mental evaluation test for the father. 

Al-Jarida

Cooperation

A mother is a 

never-ending 

river of endless 

passion and giving 

for her young

Collapse
A man was rushed to Farwaniya Hospital after he col-

lapsed inside his Sulaibiya house following a fight he had in
Salmiya. The man arrived unconscious at the hospital, and
told police after regaining consciousness that unknown
persons beat him up inside a Salmiya cafe. A case was filed
for investigations. — Translated from the Arabic press

KUWAIT: As part of their long-lasting commit-
ment to upholding their social responsibility
values, Kuwait Motoring Company (KMC), the
premier driving school in Kuwait, has collabo-
rated once more with the Ministry of Interior
(MOI) to take part in the 33rd edition of the
Gulf Traffic Week. KMC annually participates
and supports this regional initiative to raise
awareness on traffic safety and responsible
driving. This year, KMC hosted a tour around
its premises for senior officials in MOI’s General
Traffic Authority, visiting Gulf delegations as
well as local media.

Public and Government Relations Manager,
Saqr Al-Rashoud, provided a general overview
of the services provided by KMC, which
adheres to highest of international standards
of motoring, stating: “KMC aims to provide
road safety education and driving training for
all vehicle categories with highest quality
standards. It also strives to improve motorists`
traffic safety awareness, thus reducing traffic
accidents and traffic related injuries. Traffic

safety is an important factor in achieving
development in any country, and we com-
mend the role of policemen in minimizing
traffic congestions and achieving the highest
levels of traffic security.”

The dignitaries had the chance to witness
the modern and state-of-the-art training facili-
ties at KMC, including its theoretical education
classes, as well as the vast training grounds
and simulators for practical training on all
sorts of vehicles. Most importantly, they man-
aged to observe KMC’s in-house MOI Traffic
Department, established on premises to
process police test appointments and issuing
driving licenses.

During the tour, Rashoud also demonstrat-
ed the special services that Pro-Drive Academy
for Motorsports provides, including all means
of safe and professional training on car drift-
ing, a sports training which takes place in a ful-
ly utilized and controlled educational facility.
He also mentioned that ProDrive is the first
academy in Kuwait to provide licensed and

professional training for drifting enthusiasts
under the supervision of skilled trainers and
according to the highest international stan-
dards, with a pre-practicing presentation on
safety and security regulations and conditions.

In order to further attend to their clients’
needs, KMC is now providing safe and profes-
sional training on driving Harley Davidson
motorcycles for the first time in Kuwait.
“Today KMC is a world-class driving training
institution that incorporates modern theoreti-
cal classes and advanced practical lessons on
vast training grounds, with 3 branches located
across the state Kuwait - in Shuwaikh,
Farwaniya and Sabahiya. KMC’s Theoretical
training covers traffic laws, driving behavior,
traffic signs, car mechanics and first aid, while
it also offers pre-license training on light and
heavy vehicle s(truck and buses), construction
vehicles and manual car driving. Sports utility
vehicle (SUV) driving and driving for special
needs is also part of KMC’s training services”
added Rashoud.

KMC strives to reduce traffic accidents and
related injuries through the provision of high
quality driver training which encourages
clients to adopt attitudes and behaviors
focused on safety and hazard awareness.

At the end of the visit, Traffic Department

officials were highly impressed by the services
that KMC uniquely provides. They also
expressed their gratitude and emphasized on
the importance of continuing such initiatives
and programs to raise awareness of traffic safe-
ty to reduce accidents and traffic fatalities.

GCC Traffic officials visit Kuwait Motoring Company
As part of the 33rd edition of the Gulf Traffic Week

KUWAIT: GCC traffic officials pose outside Kuwait Motoring Company’s building. — Photos by Joseph Shagra
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WASHINGTON: FBI Director James Comey (L) and National Security Agency Director Mike Rogers testify before the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence on Russian actions during the 2016 election campaign in the
Longworth House Office Building. — AFP 

FBI confirms Russia links probe 
Denies Trump’s claim of being wiretapped under Obama

WASHINGTON: FBI Director James Comey
confirmed for the first time yesterday that the
agency is investigating Russian interference in
last year’s presidential election and notably
Moscow’s possible collusion with President
Donald Trump’s campaign. He also rejected
Trump’s claim that predecessor Barack Obama
wiretapped his Trump Tower in New York, say-
ing both the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the Justice Department had no evidence
to support such allegations.

The high-stakes testimony in the House
Intelligence Committee-the first public hearing
into both controversies-came as Trump sought
to steer the news focus  by calling the Russia
issue, which has been a cloud over his victory,
“fake news.” His angry tweets added to the
huge political pressure from both parties on
Comey and Admiral Mike Rogers, the director
of the National Security Agency. But the FBI
director opened the hearing with a bombshell.

The bombshell 
The FBI “is investigating the Russian gov-

ernment’s efforts to interfere in the 2016 presi-
dential election,” Comey told lawmakers in his
opening statement. “And that includes investi-
gating the nature of any links between indi-
viduals associated with the Trump campaign
and the Russian government and whether
there was any coordination between the cam-
paign and Russia’s efforts,” he said.

He dated that probe back to July 2016,
when the government became aware that
Democratic party computers and communica-
tions had been broken into by Russia-linked
hackers. Comey’s disclosure confirmed long-
standing reports that the FBI was probing the
explosive charges that Trump’s stunning elec-
tion victory over Hillary Clinton last November
came on the back of Russian meddling.

US intelligence chiefs said in January they
were convinced that Russian President
Vladimir Putin was behind that effort. But they
had not commented on whether they were
examining links between members of Trump’s
campaign and Russian officials. Since then, the
question of whether Trump and company

were or are somehow in cahoots with Russia
has dominated the national conversation.
Comey held back yesterday from providing
any further details on Putin’s alleged involve-
ment. Ahead of the hearing, Trump tweeted
that former intelligence chief “James Clapper
and others stated that there is no evidence
Potus colluded with Russia.” “This story is FAKE
NEWS and everyone knows it!”

Coincidence? 
Republican committee chair Devin Nunes

opened the hearing by saying the panel had
“seen no evidence to date that officials from
any campaign conspired with Russian agents.”
But Adam Schiff, the Democratic vice chair of
the committee, detailed a list of alleged links
and communications between the Trump
team and Russia. “Is it possible that all of these
events and reports are completely unrelated,
and nothing more than an entirely unhappy
coincidence? Yes, it is possible,” he said. “But it
is also possible, maybe more than possible,
that they are not coincidental, not disconnect-

ed and not unrelated, and that the Russians
used the same techniques to corrupt US per-
sons that they have employed in Europe and
elsewhere.” Citing the need for secrecy and to
protect investigations, Comey repeatedly
declined to comment on those allegations.
Moscow meanwhile has repeatedly rejected
the accusation.

‘No information’ to support wiretap 
When the hearing turned to Trump’s explo-

sive claims that Obama had wiretapped his
Manhattan base of operations, Comey was
categorical in his denial. “With respect to the
president’s tweets about alleged wiretapping
directed at him by the prior administration, I
have no information that supports those
tweets,” Comey told a public hearing by the
House Intelligence Committee.

“The Department of Justice has asked me to
share with you that the answer is the same for
the Department of Justice and all its compo-
nents. The department has no information that
supports those tweets.” It was the first time

Comey or the department commented publicly
on the claim that Trump continued to repeat
throughout last week, without offering any evi-
dence. Trump on March 4 tweeted that Obama
had “tapped” his phone-a charge that has con-
sumed political debate in the US capital. The
White House went so far last week as to suggest
Britain’s GCHQ signals intelligence agency
cooperated with Obama in the alleged surveil-
lance. The charge riled the British government
and GCHQ, a close ally of US spy agencies,
sharply rejected it as “utterly ridiculous.”

Rogers also rejected the charge, saying it
was expressly against the “Five Eyes” agree-
ment between the spy agencies of the US and
its key allies. “I have seen nothing on the NSA
side that we engaged in any such activity nor
that anyone ever asked us to engage in such
activity,” he told lawmakers. Several congres-
sional panels have launched investigations
into Russia’s alleged election interference,
including the House and Senate intelligence
committees and the House and Senate judici-
ary committees. —AFP 

JAKARTA: Indonesia said yesterday it would continue
to send domestic helpers overseas, in an about-turn
welcomed by campaigners who said it would help
prevent women falling prey to human trafficking.
Thousands of Indonesian women travel to places like
Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan and Malaysia every
year to become maids, attracted by promises of high-
er salaries despite reports of widespread abuses and
near slave-like living conditions.

Jakarta had previously said it would stop sending
maids overseas from this year, on the grounds of pro-
tecting the women, sparking concerns it would push
more poor Indonesians desperate for jobs into illegal
migration. However a senior official at the Manpower
Ministry told the Thomson Reuters Foundation that
Jakarta would not go ahead with the ban but it has
been in talks with countries to ensure Indonesian
maids are treated in a “humane” way.

“We are not stopping Indonesians going overseas
to become domestic workers but we want better pro-
tection for them,” said Soes Hindharno, director for the
protection and placement of Indonesian migrant
workers abroad. He said this includes preventing what
he called “multi-tasking work” by Indonesian maids to
reduce exploitation. “If they are housekeepers, they
are housekeepers - they clean, cook and iron. If they
are babysitters, they are babysitters - you can’t ask a
babysitter to bathe your dog.”

Currently, Indonesian women who work as maids
abroad are required to stay at the home of their
employer, handling tasks from cleaning to looking
after children or the elderly - a rule activists say mak-
ing them vulnerable to abuse. Migrant activists wel-
comed the decision, but said more needed to be done
to combat human trafficking including ensuring
women aware of their rights when leaving for work
overseas.  “It is a basic right to go abroad to work. If
the government stops this, we will only see more
human trafficking cases,” said Mulyadi, a co-founder of
rights group Migrant Care, who like many Indonesian
goes by one name.

Indonesia since 2015 has banned women from
going to 21 Middle Eastern countries following a
series of abuse cases but high-demand for maids has
encouraged traffickers to find ways around the curbs.
Hindharno said the Middle East ban would stay in
place. Domestic helpers make up more than a third of
the six million Indonesian working abroad. — Reuters 

LONDON: Britain said yesterday it will
begin leaving the European Union on
March 29, setting an historic and uncharted
course to become the first country to with-
draw from the bloc by March 2019. Nine
months after the stunning referendum vote
for Brexit, Prime Minister Theresa May’s
government will finally trigger Article 50 of
the EU’s Lisbon Treaty next week, starting a
two-year exit process.

“We are on the threshold of the most
important negotiation for this country for a
generation,” said Brexit minister David
Davis. The European Commission said
immediately that it was ready to begin
negotiations, although a source in Brussels
said it would take “four to six weeks” to
arrange a summit to agree a common EU
position. Britain is one of the oldest and
largest members of the 28-nation bloc, and
its departure has raised fears for the EU’s
future as eurosceptic movements gain sup-
port across the continent.

London has repeatedly said it wants to
maintain good relations with its European
allies, but major battles await, in particular
over budget contributions, immigration
and future trade ties. Britain has said it
wants to agree its divorce and a new rela-
tionship with Europe within the two years.
The deal would have to be agreed by all the
EU’s national and some regional parlia-
ments. May’s Downing Street office repeat-
ed yesterday that a deal is possible,
although lawmakers have warned her gov-
ernment to prepare for failure-and for
Britain to crash out of the EU with no
agreement in place.

Special EU summit 
The prime minister has long said she

would start the Article 50 process by the
end of this month. Britain’s ambassador to
the EU, Tim Barrow, yesterday morning
informed the office of EU President Donald
Tusk that it would do so on March 29, her
spokesman told reporters. “We wish the
talks to begin promptly, but we fully
respect that the 27 (other EU nations) will
want to agree their position in advance,”
the spokesman said. The notification of
Article 50 will take the form of a letter to
Tusk, followed by a statement by May to
MPs in the House of Commons.

Tusk has said he would issue draft
guidelines for the negotiations within 48
hours, although these will need to be
approved by EU leaders. A special summit
had been penciled in for April  6 but
Britain’s timetable means this has now
been pushed back to late April or early
May, a European source told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity. “We expect to need
approximately four to six weeks to prepare
and consult with the EU 27 member states,”
the source said.

Britain’s path will be set just days after
the EU celebrates the 60th anniversary of
its founding Treaty of Rome with a special
summit on March 25, which May will not be
attending. European Commission chief
negotiator Michel Barnier will spearhead

the talks with London. “We are ready to
begin negotiations,” Margaritis Schinas, the
spokesman for European Commission chief
Jean-Claude Juncker, told a briefing. The
British government says the Brexit process
is irreversible once Article 50 is triggered,
although experts have said there is no legal
ban on member states changing their
minds before they have actually left the EU.

‘New positive partnership’ 
May’s preparations for Brexit were

wrong-footed last week when Scottish First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon announced plans
to hold a new independence referendum in
order to keep EU ties. The prime minister is
expected to visit Scotland before triggering
Article 50, as part of a tour of Britain that

began yesterday in Wales and will also take
in Northern Ireland.

“The government is clear in its aims: a
deal that works for every nation and region
of the UK and indeed for all of Europe-a
new, positive partnership between the UK
and our friends and allies in the European
Union,” Davis said. May’s decision to with-
draw Britain from Europe’s single market
has also provoked concern in Northern
Ireland, by raising the prospect of the
return of customs posts with EU member
Ireland to the south. Scotland and
Northern Ireland voted to stay in the EU in
the June 23 referendum, while England and
Wales voted to leave, resulting in a UK-wide
vote of 52 percent for Brexit, and 48 per-
cent against. —AFP 

Indonesia will

continue to send

maids abroad

Britain to launch Brexit process on March 29

LONDON:  A man balances as he walks along a wall above the River Thames backdropped by the Houses of Parliament and
Elizabeth Tower containing the bell knowh as “Big Ben”. — AP 
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ROME: Interior ministers from the cen-
tral Mediterranean were meeting in
Rome yesterday to ramp up efforts to
curb migrat ion from Libya amid a
sharp rise in the number of people
attempting the perilous crossing to
Europe. One year after a controversial
deal with Turkey to stop migrants set-
ting out across the Aegean Sea for
Greece, the EU is trying to set up a sim-
i lar  accord with confl ic t-hit  L ibya,

despite fierce opposition from human
rights campaigners. 

Over 3,300 people were rescued from
unseaworthy vessels off the North
African country over the weekend, bring-
ing the number of arrivals in Italy to
nearly 20,000 so far in 2017 — a signifi-
cant increase on previous years. Interior
ministers from Algeria, Austria, Germany,
Italy, Libya, Malta, Slovenia, Switzerland
and Tunisia were taking part in the meet-

ing, along with the European
Commissioner for Migration, Dimitris
Avramopoulos. Italy’s Interior Minister
Marco Minniti said the meeting would
focus on “policies of development, social
intervention, border control and repatri-
ation” and that he hoped it would lead to
“an increasingly shared management of
migratory flows”. Libya’s UN-backed unity
government has requested 800 million
euros ($860 million) worth of equipment

to help patrol its coast and territorial
waters, including radars, boats, helicop-
ters and all-terrain vehicles, according to
Italy’s Corriere della Sera daily.

There is also talk of a Libya-based
operational centre to coordinate rescues
in international waters off the North
African coast, relieving the burden on
Rome, which has been forced to monitor
and intervene well beyond its established
maritime surveillance zone. Experts say

some of the equipment requested by
Libya would fall foul of a UN embargo on
arms imports into the country. 

Critics also warn against planned repa-
triations of asylum seekers to a country
where allegations of torture, rape and
murder are rife. Around 20 migrants were
killed by traffickers earlier this month on a
beach in Libya after refusing to get onto a
rickety boat for Europe because of bad
weather at sea. — AFP 

Rome meet hopes to curb migrant flow from Libya 

DUBAI: Bahraini liberal opposition fig-
ure Ibrahim Sharif was charged yester-
day with “inciting hatred” against the
regime with his tweets, a human rights
group said. The Britain-based Bahrain
Institute for Rights and Democracy
(BIRD) said Sharif was questioned by the
Gulf state’s public prosecution about
comments he tweeted.

Apar t  from voicing suppor t  for
detained rights activists, Sharif ques-
tioned moves by the justice ministry to
dissolve the secular,  opposit ion
National Democratic Action Society
( Waed) of which he was a founding
member, the group said.

“What remains of the decor of the
democratic state?” Sharif asked in a
tweet. Amnesty International con-
demned the charge against Sharif, who it
said had been “in and out of prison as a
prisoner of conscience” over the past six

years, and called for it to be dropped.
“Once again Ibrahim Sharif is being
unjustly punished simply for exercising
his right to freedom of expression. The
charge against him is ludicrous and must
be dropped immediately,” the rights
group said.

“The Bahraini authorities have repeat-
edly sought to harass and intimidate any-
one who dares to speak out about
human rights violations in Bahrain,” said
Lynn Maalouf, a deputy director at
Amnesty’s office in Beirut. 

Sharif, a Sunni who supported Shiite-
led protests in a failed 2011 uprising in
the Sunni-ruled kingdom, was released
from jail in July 2016 after having served
a year, also on a charge of inciting hatred
against the regime. He served a four-year
jail term after the protests were crushed
before being released under a royal
amnesty in June 2015. — AFP 

Bahrain charges oppn 

with ‘inciting hatred’

DAMASCUS: Syrian government forces clashed
with rebels and hammered opposition-held
areas of east Damascus yesterday after pushing
back a surprise assault in the capital. Rebels and
allied jihadists, led by former Al-Qaeda affiliate
Fateh Al-Sham Front, launched an attack early
Sunday on government positions in east
Damascus, initially scoring gains. But forces loyal
to President Bashar Al-Assad drove them back by
nightfall and began a fierce bombing campaign
yesterday morning, a monitor said.

“There have been intense air strikes since
dawn on opposition-held positions in Jobar
from which the offensive was launched,” said
Rami Abdel Rahman, head of the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights. He could not
specify whether the raids were carried out by
Syrian or allied Russian warplanes. Control of the
district-which has been a battleground for more
than two years and is the closest rebel position
to the heart of Damascus-is divided between
rebels and allied jihadists on one side, and gov-
ernment forces on the other.

Yesterday, regime forces were locked in fight-
ing with rebel groups in an industrial zone
between Jobar and Qabun, a besieged, opposi-
tion-held district to the north. “In their assault
yesterday, rebels were able to open a road for
several hours between Qabun and Jobar, but the
area is now a front line and they can no longer
cross between the two,” Abdel Rahman said. A
Syrian military source told AFP that the army
had recaptured “most of the positions where
rebels advanced yesterday (Sunday)”.  “The army

foiled the armed groups’ plan to link the Jobar
district with Qabun,” the source said, adding that
“military operations in the area are ongoing.”  

Rebels hit Russian embassy 
The rebel assault on Sunday marked their most

important incursion inside the capital in several
years. After seizing several buildings in Jobar,
opposition fighters advanced briefly into the
neighboring Abbasid Square area-the first time in
two years the opposition had broken into that dis-
trict. Activity in Abbasid Square was returning to
normal levels on Monday, AFP’s correspondents
said, as residents stood on nearby balconies sur-
veying the damage from the latest clashes.

Inside the Abbasid Square bus station yester-
day, which rebels managed to overrun for few
hours the previous day, several soldiers could be
seen curled up under a blanket, taking a mid-
morning nap after hours of heavy fighting.
Planes could still be heard above the city but
many of the roads that had been sealed off by
army troops the previous day were reopened.

The clashes killed at least 26 members of
regime forces and 21 rebels and jihadists, Abdel
Rahman said. He did not have an immediate toll
for Monday morning’s air strikes. State news
agency SANA said Syrian government troops
were targeting rebel bases around Jobar yester-
day. “The military operations north of Jobar tar-
geted the areas from which the terrorists set out,
and a large number of them were killed,” it said.
The agency reported that opposition fighters on
Sunday bombarded the Russian embassy com-

pound in the capital’s Mazraa neighborhood but
that there were no casualties.

New peace talks due 
The Islamist Faylaq Al-Rahman rebel group

and the Fateh Al-Sham Front-known as Al-Nusra
Front before it renounced its ties to Al-Qaeda-
have a presence in Jobar. Syria’s conflict erupted
in March 2011 with protests against Assad’s rule
but has evolved over the years into a complex
civil war. More than 320,000 people have been
killed and millions more have been displaced by
the conflict.

Repeated peace talks over the years have
failed to bring about a political solution to the
conflict. Another round of negotiations is due to
begin in Geneva on Thursday. In an interview
with Syrian state television late Sunday, chief
government negotiator Bashar Al-Jaafari
accused rebels of trying to squeeze regime
troops ahead of the talks. “The latest terrorist
attacks in Damascus... are an attempt to apply
political pressure on the Syrian government
before it heads to Geneva,” Jaafari said.  

In recent months, the regime has sought to
secure territory around the capital with renewed
offensives on besieged rebel towns along with
local “reconciliation” deals. The war saw a turning
point when Russia intervened in September
2015 in support of the regime, allowing pro-gov-
ernment forces to regain significant territory
they had lost to the rebels. The retaking of all of
second city Aleppo late last year was a major
blow to the opposition. — AFP 

JOBAR: An opposition fighter from the Failaq Al-Rahman brigade fires a heavy machine gun in Jobar, a rebel-held district on the eastern out-
skirts of the Syrian capital Damascus. — AFP 

Strikes pound east Damascus 

after surprise rebel assault
Fierce bombing campaign drives rebels back 

MOSUL: Islamic State militants are forcing
young men in western Mosul to fight for
them in defense of the remaining pockets
of their former stronghold against an Iraqi
government assault, fleeing residents and
Iraqi officers said yesterday. The forced
recruitment is a sign that the hardline mili-
tants are growing more desperate as the
battle for what was once the de facto capi-
tal of their self-proclaimed Islamic caliphate
enters its sixth month.

Elite Federal Police and Rapid Response
units yesterday resumed their cautious
advance on the Al-Nuri Mosque in western
Mosul’s Old City. But thousands of people
took advantage of the fog and rain in the
early morning to flee Islamic State-con-
trolled areas and reach the safety of gov-
ernment lines. The militants were using res-
idents as human shields, hiding in houses
and forcing young men to fight, several
refugees said.

Ali, a former government worker, said
he had hidden his sons in a basement
when Islamic State fighters came looking
for recruits.”It feels like the siege is ending.
All they are doing now is defending,” he
told Reuters. “I hid my sons in the base-
ment and told them if you want my sons
you will have to kill me.” Yassin, a butcher
who also escaped from the west side, said
Islamic State held less ground than before.
“They would come to my butcher shop
looking for people so people stayed away.
People even stopped going to the
mosque because sometimes they would
come to take people from there to join the
fighting,” he said.

Residents who had left said Iraqi, Syrian
and other foreign militants remaining in
the area tr ied to make them stay.  “A
French militant beat me and threatened
me to force me to stay,” said one woman
who gave her name as Um Tahseen. A
Federal Police intelligence officer, Captain
Ali al-Kinani, said the militants wanted to
fill up their ranks as they had suffered
heavy casualties.

Some fighters were wearing civilian
clothes under their uniforms and would
switch outfits to mix in with fleeing civil-
ians, he said. “We arrested dozens who said
that they were forced by Daesh to carry

arms or take a bullet in the head if they
refused,” K inani  said,  using an Arab
acronym for Islamic State. “Many families
that fled the fight asked our troops to
help their sons. Some young men hiding
inside their houses are still waiting for our
forces to secure their neighbourhoods
and rescue them.”

Under pressure
If the militants’ behavior indicates that

Islamic State is steadily being worn down,
the battle for Mosul is still expected to last
several more weeks. The government
offensive was launched in October with
support from US artillery, air strikes and
advisers and the eastern side of the city on
the Tigris river was secured in December.

The campaign for the western side,
now in its second month, is harder as it is
more densely populated, the streets are
narrower and the houses closely packed
together. Attention has focused on the
Old City and the Al-Nuri Mosque, from
where Islamic State leader Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi proclaimed the caliphate after
his forces had seized swathes of territory
in Iraq and Syria in 2014.

Baghdadi and other IS leaders have fled
Mosul, whereabouts unknown, but the mil-
itants still hold several other districts of
western Mosul beyond the Old City and are
defending them with sniper and mortar fire
and suicide car bombs. US officials estimate
that about 2,000 IS fighters remain there. At
the same time, IS forces in the Syrian city of
Raqqa are under attack in a parallel conflict.

On Sunday, a US-led coalition air strike
on an IS command centre in western Mosul
killed six foreign militant commanders,
including a Russian, Abdul Kareem Al-Rusi,
who headed the Tareq Bin Ziyad Brigade.
The number of displaced people from both
sides of Mosul since the start of the offen-
sive has reached 355,000, Iraq’s immigra-
tion minister said on Monday. Some
181,000 had poured out of western Mosul
since the start of the operations to retake
that side a month ago, Minister Jassim
Mohammed said. The United Nations
refugee agency is opening new camps to
handle the exodus as the present ones are
overflowing. — Reuters 

BEIJING: Israel wants to boost cooperation with
China in technology, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu told China’s premier
Monday, as he led a large business delegation
on a visit to Beijing to promote commercial ties
with the Asian giant. Netanyahu said in opening
remarks at a meeting with Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang that Israel and China could explore
“many ways of technological cooperation.”

Earlier yesterday, Netanyahu told a meeting
of more than 600 Israeli and Chinese business-
people that Israel is well-positioned to help
China upgrade its products, services and utilities
with better technology. “I think that there is an
extraordinary capacity for China to assume its
rightful place, as it’s doing, on the world stage,”
Netanyahu said.

“We are your perfect junior partner for that

effort,” he said, adding that the governments
would sign a series of agreements. “I believe this
is a marriage made in heaven.” Netanyahu also
met with the heads of large Chinese corpora-
tions including the conglomerate Dalian Wanda
Group, e-commerce giant Alibaba Group, com-
puter maker Lenovo Group and Baidu Inc, an
internet search company.

“I told them that in today’s world there are
several concentrations of technology, not many;
the US, Israel, and Israel is open for business with
China,” Netanyahu was quoted as saying in a
government statement. During his visit,
Netanyahu also is to meet Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who will host an official banquet.
Netanyahu said the countries would discuss a
free trade agreement.

Netanyahu also told Li that he looked forward
to discussing the region’s security situation with
China. “There is a great deal of convulsion in the
world, including in our part of the world and I
would like to have the opportunity to exchange
views with you and see how we can cooperate
together” for stability and peace, he said.

Along with playing a more active diplomatic
role in the Middle East, Beijing has also been
expanding its security presence in the region,
including the building of ties with Iran and Saudi
Arabia through joint military drills and port vis-
its. China has also backed the government of
President Bashar Al-Assad in the Syrian conflict.
While deepening its ties with Israel, Beijing con-
tinues to maintain support for the Palestinian
cause and their bid for statehood, reportedly
providing the Palestinian National Authority
with financial and technical help and training for
Palestinian officials. —AP 

IS force young men to fight 
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MOSUL: Iraqis, who were displaced from Mosul due to the ongoing fighting
between Iraqi forces and Islamic State (IS) group jihadists, return to their city on
March 17, 2017.  — AFP 

Netanyahu seeking to boost 

commercial ties with China

BEIJING: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and Chinese Premier Li Keqiang chat
as they attend a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. — AP  
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BRASÕLIA: Brazil tried to reassure the world Sunday
that its huge meat industry poses no threat-with
President Michel Temer even inviting ambassadors to a
steak dinner-despite allegations that corrupt exporters
sold tainted products. Temer smiled as he invited  diplo-
mats to a traditional Brazilian meat restaurant called a
churrascaria, saying “if you accept the invitation we will
be very happy.” Nineteen of the 33 envoys who met
with him accepted the offer.

But Temer had the serious mission of calming a scan-
dal threatening the reputation of the world’s biggest
beef and poultry exporting nation. The scare started
Friday when police said a two-year probe had found
major meat producers bribed health inspectors to certi-
fy tainted food as fit for consumption.

At least 30 people have been arrested, with police
raiding more than a dozen processing plants and issu-
ing 27 arrest warrants. A poultry-processing plant run
by the multinational BRF group and two meat-process-

ing plants operated by the local Peccin company were
shut down, the Agriculture Ministry said. Brazilian meat
is exported to more than 150 countries, with principal
markets as far apart as Saudi Arabia, China, Singapore,
Japan, Russia, the Netherlands and Italy. Sales in 2016
reached $5.9 billion in poultry and $4.3 billion in beef,
according to Brazilian government data.

High stakes 
In his address to the ambassadors, Temer acknowl-

edged that the scandal had generated “major concern.”
But he insisted that the bad meat and faked certificates
occurred in only “a very few businesses” and did not rep-
resent a wider problem. Calling Brazil’s inspection sys-
tem “one of the most respected” in the world, Temer
said: “I want to reiterate our confidence in the quality of
our products.” In 2016, 853,000 consignments of animal
products were exported, Temer said, yet “just 184 of
them were deemed by importers to be in violation.”

Earlier, Luis Eduardo Pacifici Rangel, secretary of agricul-
tural protection, told reporters that there was “no risk for
population, neither for exports.” Meat processor BRF also
went on the counter-offensive, taking aim at allegations
that cardboard was mixed into chicken products. “There
is no cardboard of any kind in BRF products. There’s
been a big misunderstanding in the (audio) recordings
of the police,” the company said in a statement.

There have been no reports of people made sick as a
result of the alleged practices. However, Brazil is wor-
ried the scandal will hurt attempts to negotiate a trade
deal between South America’s Mercosur group with the
European Union. The EU ambassador to Brazil, Joao
Cravinho, tweeted on Sunday that he wanted “com-
plete, urgent clarifications from the agriculture min-
istry.” “It really complicates negotiations,” admitted
Brazilian under secretary general for economic and
financial affairs at the foreign ministry, Carlos Marcio
Cozendey. He urged that any response to the crisis be

“proportionate.” “I hope that this is not used to unjustifi-
ably close markets,” he said.

PR campaign 
The authorities have not yet detailed where tainted

products were found, but say that in some cases carcino-
genic substances were used to mask the smell of bad
meat. In addition to the giant BRF firm, which owns the
Sadia and Perdigao brands, companies under investiga-
tion include JBS, a world leader in meat sales and owner
of the Big Frango, Seara Alimentos and Swift brands. JBS
took out a full-page ad in the newspaper O Globo to say
that the federal office conducting the investigation had
made no mention of health problems stemming from
JBS products. The BRF group is running similar ads, say-
ing its products pose no health risk “whatsoever.” An ad
in which actor Robert De Niro testifies to the quality of
JBS’s Seara ham-with its “authentic Italian flavor”-has
gotten heavy play on Brazilian television. — AFP 

Brazil says exports safe despite meat scandal

NEW YORK: In this Thursday, Feb 16, 2017 photo, members of the Sisterhood Salaam Shalom, gather for a group photo after a unity vigil held at
the Jewish Theological Seminary. — AP 

NEW YORK: They sat on either end of the con-
gressmen’s couch, one a Jewish healthcare exec-
utive whose parents fled Germany in 1936, the
other the Kashmiri Muslim chairman of a well-
known American furniture chain. The men,
Stanley Bergman and Farooq Kathwari, came to
draw attention to an outbreak of hate crimes.
But Bergman and Kathwari hoped their joint
appearance would also send a broader message:
that US Jews and Muslims could put aside differ-
ences and work together.

“What drove us was the growing prejudice
that has emerged in the United States,” Bergman
said. “What starts small, from a historical point of
view, often grows into something big.” The men
lead the Muslim-Jewish Advisory Council, creat-
ed last year by the American Jewish Committee
and the Islamic Society of North America, amid a
flowering of alliances between members of the
two faiths. US Muslim and Jewish groups have
been trying for years to make common cause
with mixed success, often derailed by deep divi-
sions over Israel and the Palestinians.

But bigoted rhetoric and harassment target-
ing both religions since the presidential election
has drawn people together. Jews have donated
to repair mosques that were defaced or burned.
Muslims raised money to repair vandalized
Jewish cemeteries. Rabbis and imams marched
together against President Donald Trump’s travel
ban targeting majority Muslim countries.

“I would never have thought I would see
some people in conversation, or anywhere near
each other. Then I saw people on Facebook
standing next to each other at protests -
Muslims and Jews,” said Aziza Hasan, executive
director of NewGround: A Muslim-Jewish
Partnership for Change in Los Angeles, which
has run community relationship-building pro-
grams for more than a decade.

Yet despite this surge of goodwill, questions
remain about whether these new connections
can endure. The sense of vulnerability Muslims

and Jews share, and their need for allies at a dif-
ficult time, have not erased tensions that in the
past have kept them apart. “This is a start and
we’ll see how it goes,” said Talat Othman, a finan-
cial industry executive and Muslim-Jewish
Advisory Council member, who offered an
Islamic prayer at the 2000 Republican National
Convention. “We are hopeful.”

Jews and Muslims comprise the two largest
non-Christian faith groups in the United States
and have a long history of trying to work togeth-
er. The chancellor of the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York, the flagship institution of
Conservative Judaism, initiated a dialogue with
Muslims in 1956, according to documents in the
school’s archive. Rabbi Jack Bemporad, a pioneer
in Muslim-Jewish dialogue and founder the
Center for Interreligious Understanding in New
Jersey, said his efforts started in the 1970s when
he led a Dallas synagogue and local imams start-
ed attending his weekly Bible classes.

Over the years, many initiatives on improving
relations between the two faiths were organized
internationally by governments and peace
groups, while some American synagogues and
mosques attempted to build friendships locally.
Some progress was made, yet relations were
often derailed when violence, war and policy
disputes erupted in the Middle East.

In Los Angeles, Hasan said local discussions
between Muslim and Jewish leaders would falter
when participants from one faith would demand
those of the other condemn an action in Israel
and the Palestinian territories. “It would go back
and forth, then eventually Jews asked Muslims
to condemn something they couldn’t so they
walked away from the table,” Hasan said.

Then came the Sept 11 terrorist attacks,
prompting a backlash against American
Muslims, and efforts to create connections with
Jews began moving “at warp speed,” said Rabbi
Burton Visotzky, a Jewish Theological Seminary
scholar and a longtime leader in Muslim-Jewish

cooperation. Visotzky’s outreach has ranged
from a 2008 global interfaith meeting convened
by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia to serving col-
lard greens at a soup kitchen alongside mem-
bers of a New York mosque.

Building ties 
Still, the deep divide over Israel and the

Palestinians remained an obstacle. Some Jews
and Muslims pledged to avoid any mention of the
Mideast as they sought common ground. Others
hit the issue up front, but their talks foundered.
Yehuda Kurtzer, president of the Shalom Hartman
Institute of North America, an educational organi-
zation with extensive interfaith programs, said US
Muslims and Jews, had become “proxy warriors”
for conflicts thousands of miles away.

At the same time, advocates for building ties
between the faiths regularly encountered skep-
ticism or outright hostility from within their own
communities. “Many Jews feel that Muslims
around the world are a source of threat to Jews,
then why be in dialogue?” Kurtzer said. About six
years ago, Bemporad organized a conference on
Islamic and Jewish law, but the event was closed
to the public, in part to avoid pushback against
participants. “We had to break the ice somehow,”
Bemporad said. “We thought the way we did it,
you could be free to say whatever you wanted.”

He said religious leaders working on such
projects are much more open now. Still, the
growth of the boycott, divestment and sanctions
movement against Israel and in support of the
Palestinians has further complicated relations.
The movement, known as BDS, is decentralized
and its supporters use different strategies, but
many backers say interfaith dialogue with
Zionists undermines the Palestinian cause. It has
become common for American Jewish organiza-
tions to draw a hard line against working with
backers of BDS - from any faith. Meanwhile, BDS
activists consider it traitorous for Muslims to
work with supporters of Israel. — AP

US Muslims and Jews bolster 

bonds amid acts of bigotry

DEARBORN: Zahraa Ballout isn’t “white,”
and she certainly isn’t “some other race.” If
the government gives her the choice of
checking a new “Middle East/North Africa”
box on a census form, would she? Yes, she
says, despite some reservations about
what it would mean to stand out after
Americans elected a president who wants
to ban travel from some countries in the
region and has spoken favorably of regis-
tering Muslims in the US.

“I would feel some wariness because
you don’t know exactly the consequences
or what’s coming next after you check the
box,” says 21-year-old Ballout, a student in
Dearborn, Michigan, who’s been in the
country three years. “I don’t want to fool
myself to think that checking another box
(other than the new one) is going to pro-

tect me in some way.” Ballou’s risk-benefit
analysis reflects a new caution surround-
ing the way the US government counts
Americans, an every-decade exercise
mandated in the Constitution that influ-
ences the nation’s day-to-day operations
in ways big and small. That includes repre-
sentation in Congress and how taxpayer
money is doled out - for education, public
health, transportation and more.

Affecting Muslims 
The Census Bureau on Feb 28 for the first

time recommended including the new cat-
egory, which would mostly affect Muslims.
The Office of Management and Budget is
expected to make the decision later this
year. The move is the product of years of
research and decades of advocacy for Arab
and other groups from the region that pre-
date Trump’s presidential campaign.

The Census Bureau said that when it
tested a new MENA category in 2015, peo-
ple of Middle Eastern or North African
descent tended to check off that box.
When it wasn’t there, they’d select “white”
or, increasingly, “some other race.”
Including the separate category, the
agency said, is “optimal” to get a more
accurate count of Americans. “There’s noth-
ing for me to hide,” said Hussein Dabajeh,
30, a lifelong Dearborn resident who said
his ancestors arrived from what’s now
Lebanon in 1911. Dabajeh says he’d check
the MENA box.  “I can be American of Arab
descent without being un-American.” 

The disparity can be seen in a basic sta-

tistic. The Arab American Institute esti-
mates as many as 3.7 million people in
the United States have Arab roots. The
Census Bureau estimates there are 1.8
million Arab Americans in the US, accord-
ing to data it has collected. Among other
things, that means there are no accurate
national numbers to provide clues to
whether certain medical ailments are - as
suspected - unusually common in people
of that background, experts say.

Both tallies show explosive growth in
that population since 2000. And both
support the new box on the 2020 census
that would represent people with back-
grounds from 19 countries in the region.
But singling oneself out in that way has
become sensitive at a time when
President Donald Trump has linked a
crackdown on Muslims with better
national security. As a candidate, he called
for a “total and complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States.” As
president, Trump has twice ordered travel
bans on people from certain majority-
Muslim nations. Federal courts have
blocked those orders, but on Friday, the
Trump administration said it would
appeal the latest ruling.

‘Demographics Unit’
In 2016, Trump said the government

should investigate mosques in the US in
much the same way the New York Police
Department’s now-shuttered
“Demographics Unit” spied on Muslims
with help from the CIA. The group assem-
bled databases on where Muslims lived,
shopped, worked 

and prayed, infiltrated Muslim student
groups, put informants in mosques and
monitored sermons, The Associated Press
reported in 2011. “The fear is legitimate.
It’s something I worry about,” said Maya
Berry, executive director of the Arab
American Institute, which has been push-
ing for the change since before the 1990
census, when it put up posters reading,
“We want to be counted, do you?”

“It’s very hard for us now to sort of reject
that wholly, because we’ve been working on
it for decades,” she adds. “We’ve been telling
our members: We understand why you’re
concerned, it’s a legitimate concern. Let’s just
proceed with caution.” Former Census direc-
tor Robert Groves traces the worries in part
to one “black mark” on the department’s his-
tory. During World War II, the Census Bureau
provided the government with neighbor-
hood information to help it sweep up
120,000 people of Japanese descent for
imprisonment, under an order by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. But he points out that
the law prohibits workers from disclosing
personal census information.

“The culture of the Census Bureau and
this law has been successful over succes-
sive decades in allowing me and others to
say this is the best protection that can be
given to people,” said Groves, now provost
of Georgetown University. While some
members of the MENA community share
the concerns, they also believe the gov-
ernment is powerful enough to discrimi-
nate against anyone. 

“There are better ways to do that than
the census,” said Germine Awad, a
University of Texas psychologist born in
Egypt but raised in the United States. “That
could happen at any moment.” — AP 

Counting Americans: Mideast

criteria on census is sensitive

Trump in favor of registering Muslims in the US

DEARBORN: In this photo taken March
16, 2017, Hussein Dabajeh, 30, a lifelong
Dearborn, Mich. resident who owns a
hookah shop and lounge, said his ances-
tors first came to the US from what’s now
Lebanon in 1911.  — AP 

Graphic shows results of GenForward poll on younger Americans atti-
tudes toward Donald Trump and his presidency — AP 

WASHINGTON: Jermaine Anderson keeps
going back to the same memory of Donald
Trump, then a candidate for president of the
United States, referring to some Mexican
immigrants as rapists and murderers. “You
can’t be saying that (if ) you’re the president,”
says Anderson, a 21-year-old student from
Coconut Creek, Florida. That Trump is unde-
niably the nation’s 45th president doesn’t sit
easily with young Americans like Anderson
who are the nation’s increasingly diverse
electorate of the future, according to a new
poll. A majority of young adults - 57 percent
- see Trump’s presidency as illegitimate,
including about three-quarters of blacks
and large majorities of Latinos and Asians,
the GenForward poll found.

GenForward is a poll of adults age 18 to
30 conducted by the Black Youth Project at
the University of Chicago with The
Associated Press-NORC Center for Public
Affairs Research. A slim majority of young
whites in the poll, 53 percent, consider
Trump a legitimate president, but even
among that group 55 percent disapprove of
the job he’s doing, according to the survey.
“That’s who we voted for. And obviously

America wanted him more than Hillary
Clinton,” said Rebecca Gallardo, a 30-year-
old nursing student from Kansas City,
Missouri, who voted for Trump.

‘Build the wall’ 
Trump’s legitimacy as president was

questioned earlier this year by Rep John
Lewis, D-Ga.: “I think the Russians participat-
ed in helping this man get elected. And
they helped destroy the candidacy of
Hillary Clinton.” Trump routinely denies that
and says he captured the presidency in
large part by winning states such as
Michigan and Wisconsin that Clinton may
have taken for granted.

Overall, just 22 percent of young adults
approve of the job he is doing as president,
while 62 percent disapprove. Trump’s rheto-
ric as a candidate and his presidential deci-
sions have done much to keep the question
of who belongs in America atop the news,
though he’s struggling to accomplish some
key goals. Powered by supporters chanting,
“build the wall,” Trump has vowed to erect a
barrier along the southern US border and
make Mexico pay for it - which Mexico

refuses to do. Federal judges in three states
have blocked Trump’s executive orders to
ban travel to the U.S. from seven - then six -
majority-Muslim nations.

In Honolulu, US District Judge Derrick
Watson this week cited “significant and
unrebutted evidence of religious animus”
behind the travel ban, citing Trump’s own
words calling for “a complete shutdown of
Muslims entering the United States.” And
yes, Trump did say in his campaign
announcement speech on June 6, 2015:
“When Mexico sends its people, they’re not
sending their best...They’re bringing drugs.
They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists. And
some, I assume, are good people.” He went
farther in subsequent statements, later
telling CNN: “Some are good and some are
rapists and some are killers.”

It’s extraordinary rhetoric for the leader
of a country where, by around 2020, half of
the nation’s children will be part of a minori-
ty race or ethnic group, the Census Bureau
projects. Non-Hispanic whites are expected
to be a minority by 2044. Of all of Trump’s
tweets and rhetoric, the statements about
Mexicans are the ones to which Anderson

returns. He says Trump’s business back-
ground on paper is impressive enough to
qualify him for the presidency. But he sug-
gests that’s different than Trump earning
legitimacy as president. “I’m thinking, he’s
saying that most of the people in the world
who are raping and killing people are the
immigrants. That’s not true,” said Anderson,
whose parents are from Jamaica. Megan
Desrochers, a 21-year-old student from
Lansing, Michigan, says her sense of Trump’s
illegitimacy is more about why he was elect-
ed. “I just think it was kind of a situation
where he was voted in based on his celebri-
ty status versus his ethics,” she said, adding
that she is not necessarily against Trump’s
immigration policies. The poll participants
said in interviews that they don’t necessarily
vote for one party’s candidates over anoth-
er’s, a prominent tendency among young
Americans, experts say. And in the survey,
neither party fares especially strongly. Just a
quarter of young Americans have a favor-
able view of the Republican Party, and 6 in
10 have an unfavorable view. Majorities of
young people across racial and ethnic lines
hold negative views of the GOP. — AP

Young Americans don’t see 

Trump as a legitimate leader
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THE HAGUE: Bosnian Croat wartime leader Jadranko
Prlic yesterday appealed against his conviction for
the murder of Muslims during the 1990s Bosnian
war, denying any involvement and saying Croats
were “forced” to defend themselves in the conflict.
Prlic and five other defendants launched seven days
of appeal hearings at the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) against
prison sentences ranging between 10 and 25 years.

Prlic was sentenced to 25 years in 2013 on
charges of murdering and deporting Muslims during
Bosnia’s 1992-1995 war which killed more than
100,000 people and left 2.2 million homeless. Five
other Bosnian Croat military and political leaders
were also handed heavy prison terms by the tribunal
based in The Hague, after being found guilty of war
crimes and crimes against humanity.

“I was not part of the chain of command,” of the
HVO, the main Bosnian-Croat army in Bosnia at the
time, Prlic told the panel of five judges. But Croatian
communities needed to organize themselves, also

militarily, “due to the unreactiveness” of the Bosnian
Republic for their “defense”, he said. “The Croatian
community was one of the foundations of the cre-
ation of the... Republic of Bosnia-Hercegovina and
not an instrument of its destruction,” Prlic added.

His lawyer Michael Karnavas said the trial verdict
showed a “pattern of calculated neglect of evidence,
abject disregard of context and with all due respect,
a reckless abandonment of fairness”. UN prosecutor
Douglas Stringer however dismissed Prlic’s claims,
saying Bosnian Croats had cynically exploited
attempts to end the conflict to their own aims.
“Rather than raising the peace process to advance
peace, these appellants in fact seized on the peace
process to advance their own territorial aims,”
Stringer said.

‘Greater Croatian state’ 
Judges at the sentencing said Prlic, now 57, “made a

significant contribution to a joint criminal enterprise...
to drive out the Muslim population” from Bosnia in a

bid to create a “greater Croatian state”. A former presi-
dent and later also prime minister of the self-pro-
claimed Bosnian Croat state of Herceg-Bosna, Prlic has
been on trial before The Hague-based ICTY since 2006.

His co-defendants are his former defense minister
Bruno Stojic, and four senior military officials:
Slobodan Praljak, Milivoj Petkovic, Valentin Coric, and
Berislav Pusic. “The Prlic et al. trial was one of the tri-
bunal’s largest and most complicated,” the ICTY said
in a statement, adding that a total of 326 witnesses
had appeared.

Mass arrests, murder 
At the end, the ICTY’s judges ruled the six defen-

dants removed Muslims and other non-Croats by
force, intimidation and terror through “mass arrests
of Bosnian Muslims who were then either murdered,
beaten, sexually assaulted, robbed of their property
and otherwise abused”.

The campaign included the nine-month siege of
the southern city of Mostar from June 1993 by

Bosnian Croat troops, which saw the destruction of
its historical four-century-old bridge, an act that the
court said caused “disproportionate damage for the
Muslim civilian population of Mostar.” Bosnian Croats
and Muslims were allies against Bosnian Serbs dur-
ing most of the country’s 1992-1995 war.

However, they also fought against each other for
17 months in 1993 and 1994 in southern and central
Bosnia. As early as December 1991, Croatia’s late
ultra-nationalist president Franjo Tudjman and other
Croat leaders realised that “in order to achieve the
ultimate goal of a Croatian territory it was necessary
to modify its ethnic composition,” said Jean-Claude
Antonetti in the 2013 ruling. Herceg-Bosna was pro-
claimed in August 1993, but dissolved in 1995 just
before the Dayton peace accords and integrated
with the Bosnian Serb entity Republika Srpska to
become Bosnia-Hercegovina. A verdict in the appeal
is due in November 2017, in what will be one of the
ICTY’s last judgments as it winds down more than 20
years after it opened. — AFP 

Six Bosnian Croats appeal UN war crime convictions

This combination of pictures created from file photographs yesterday shows 2017 French presidential election candidates (L-R arranged in alphabetical
order) Francois Fillon of the Les Republicains (LR) Party, Benoit Hamon of the Socialist Party (PS), Marine Le Pen of the far-right National Front (FN),
Emmanuel Macron of the En-Marche movement and Jean-Luc Melenchon of the far left coalition “La France insoumise”. — AFP 

PARIS: France’s tumultuous presidential race
steps up a gear yesterday as the five leading can-
didates face off in a TV debate, the first of its kind
in the eurozone’s second biggest economy, with
just a month to go before the vote. In the most
unpredictable election in years, far-right National
Front (FN) leader Marine Le Pen and centrist
Emmanuel Macron have been running neck-and-
neck for weeks, with the latest opinion poll show-
ing Macron just half a percentage point ahead for
the first round of voting on April 23.

The debate will be the first time in history
that French voters get an opportunity to com-
pare the leading candidates before the first
round as the frontrunners share the stage with
the candidates currently in third and fourth
place, Francois Fillon of the right and Benoit
Hamon of the left, along with the far-left Jean-
Luc Melenchon. All 11 contenders, spanning the
spectrum from Trotskyist left to the far right, will
take part in another debate on April 4. In previ-
ous elections, TV debates have been held only
between the two finalists. This year’s runoff is
scheduled for May 7.

Disgruntled voters 
The presidential hopefuls face an especially

disgruntled electorate. Millions are still undecided
after five years of lackluster Socialist rule under
Francois Hollande, with a sluggish economy and
an ever-present threat of new jihadist violence.

Socialist candidate Hamon, 49, attracted a crowd
of 20,000 to a Paris rally on Sunday, but with his
staunchly leftist platform he is seen by many as
representing the rump of a party in disarray.

Meanwhile, 63-year-old Fillon has sent his
conservative Republicans party into a tailspin
with a raft of scandals that have landed him in
the dock for misuse of public funds. yesterday he
will seek to claw back votes lost to 39-year-old
Macron since the scandal broke in January by
trying to shift the focus to his policy program,
including the radical spending cuts he says are
France’s only hope for real change.

With polls showing Macron would rout the
anti-immigration Le Pen, 48, in the decisive run-
off if the election were held today, he is expect-
ed to face the most heat in the three-hour
debate starting at 2000 GMT. Le Pen’s aides say
she will tear into his “globalist” program, while
Hamon on Sunday gave a taste of his plan of
attack against Macron, casting the former
Rothschild banker as the candidate of the elite.

Turnout a key factor 
The election could hinge on turnout, after

several political veterans have already been sent
packing by voters fed up with politics as usual. In
The Netherlands, with the far-right Freedom
Party knocking on the doors of power, more
than 80 percent of people turned out to vote last
week. But in France, with Le Pen hoping to emu-

late Donald Trump’s win in the United States,
polls show that only around 65 percent of voters
are planning to vote in the first round in what
would be a record low.

Of those, more than two in five say they are
not yet wedded to any candidate. Supporters of
Macron, who styles himself as a progressive tran-
scending France’s entrenched left-right divide,
are among the most volatile while Le Pen’s are
the most loyal, polls show. “The 2017 campaign
is hard to get a handle on,” Pascal Perrineau, a
political science professor at Sciences Po univer-
sity, wrote in Le Monde at the weekend, blaming
the steady drip of “scandals, real or imagined” for
preventing real debate.

While most of the focus has been on Fillon’s
legal woes and the disconnect with the “irre-
proachable” image that helped him win the
conservative nomination, Le Pen also goes into
the election with several investigations hang-
ing over the FN. 

Macron, a relative newcomer to politics, has
largely avoided scandal but could be tainted by
an investigation into possible favoritism over an
event at a 2016 high-tech fair in Las Vegas at
which he was the main speaker. His predicted
runoff with Le Pen will be the most surprising
since 2002 when the FN leader’s father Jean-
Marie Le Pen rocked the political establishment
by getting into the second round where he lost
to conservative Jacques Chirac. — AFP 

French presidential candidates 

face off in first live TV debate

The most unpredictable election in years 

BRUSSELS: For Philippe Vansteenkiste, whose sis-
ter was killed in the Brussels attacks one year ago,
the suffering is made worse by the battle with the
Belgian authorities for support. “We are victims
twice over,” said Vansteenkiste, mourning his sib-
ling Fabienne, 51, a check-in agent at Brussels air-
port. She had stayed on after her shift to help col-
leagues and died when two suicide bombers blew
themselves up there on March 22, 2016. The
attacks claimed by the Islamic State group on
Maalbeek metro station and Zaventem airport
killed 32 people, wounded around 230 others and
shattered the lives of hundreds of their loved ones.

After battling to get support from a labyrinthine
Belgian bureaucracy, Vansteenkiste founded an
association, V-Europe, to help all victims receive
adequate medical and psychological care as well as
proper financial and moral assistance from the
authorities and insurance firms.

“It was like we had to get down on our knees to
receive minimum compensation to be able to con-
tinue,” Vansteenkiste told AFP at his home outside
Brussels, where he and his family moved to be clos-
er to his ageing parents after the tragedy. Unlike in
France and some other countries, those affected by
terrorism in Belgium do not receive a document
officially recognizing them as victims of an attack,
he said. In France, he added, the government
arranges for the victims to receive the document
within 30 days. In financial straits himself, he said it
is also “extremely urgent” for the state to provide a
lump sum of tens of thousands of euros so victims
can meet the initial costs of things such as medical
treatment and accommodation.

‘How human is this?’ 
Vansteenkiste said he was also shocked when

the airport’s insurance firm gave him 250 euros
($270) compensation for his sister’s iPhone but
nothing for the loss of his sister. 

“How human is this?” he asked. Nicolas de

Lavalette, a 56-year-old Franco-American English
teacher, criticised the Belgian bureaucracy about
the help for his 18-year-old daughter’s recovery
after she lost both her legs below the knee in the
airport attack.  

“I wish there was in Belgium a structure which
takes care of victims from A to Z,” Lavalette told
AFP. “There is no overall organization to handle
something of this magnitude.”  The married father-
of-three, who is also a member of V-Europe, said he
was worried whether the Belgian authorities would
follow up Beatrice’s file when the family goes back
to live in the United States.

Belgian authorities-heavily criticized immedi-
ately after the attacks for intelligence and security

failings-insist they are not letting down victims a
second time. Interior Minister Jan Jambon told AFP
that “we have understood well that there were
things we could improve” to help the victims, and
that the government was now doing everything to
correct the situation.

Health Minister Maggie De Block recently
lashed out at the insurance firms for having only so
far covered some 15 percent of the estimated dam-
ages. Under fire, the government promised in
February to grant a “status of national solidarity” to
terror victims guaranteeing them financial aid for
life. But the draft law fails to satisfy support groups
partly because it covers only people who were liv-
ing in Belgium at the time of the attacks. — AFP

‘Victims twice over’ trash  

Brussels attacks response

BRUSSELS: Dr Olivier Vermylen, in charge of the emergency department of the Brugmann uni-
versity hospital, which heads emergency medical services in the Maelbeek - Maalbeek neigh-
borhood of Brussels. — AFP 

PARIS: The man shot dead at Paris’s Orly air-
port after attacking a soldier was under the
influence of drugs and alcohol at the time, a
judicial source said Sunday. Investigators
are still trying to understand what motivat-
ed Saturday’s assault by 39-year-old Ziyed
Ben Belgacem, which led to a major security
scare and the temporary closure of the capi-
tal’s second-busiest airport.

“Toxicology tests carried out on Sunday
showed an alcohol level of 0.93 grams per
litre in his blood, and the presence of
cannabis and cocaine,” the source said. Ben
Belgacem’s father had insisted earlier
Sunday that his son was “not a terrorist”
and that his actions were caused by drink
and drugs. Ben Belgacem, who was born in
France to Tunisian parents, grabbed a sol-
dier on patrol at Orly’s southern terminal
on Saturday morning. He put a gun to her
head and seized her rifle, saying he wanted
to “die for Allah”.

The attacker, who had also fired at police
in a northern Paris suburb earlier that morn-
ing, was shot dead by two other soldiers
after a scuffle. Ben Belgacem’s father insist-
ed his son-who had spent time in prison for
armed robbery and drug-dealing-was not a
extremist. “My son was not a terrorist. He
never prayed, and he drank,” the father, who
was in shock and whose first name was not
given, told Europe 1 radio. Investigators
were examining his telephone. The attack at
Orly comes with France still on high alert
following a wave of jihadist attacks that
have claimed more than 230 lives in two
years. The violence has made security a key
issue in France’s two-round presidential
election on April 23 and May 7.

Not on terror watchlist 
Ben Belgacem’s brother and cousin were

released Sunday after they, like the attack-
er’s father, were held for questioning. All
three had approached police themselves
on Saturday after the attack. After spend-
ing Friday night in a bar with his cousin,
Ben Belgacem was pulled over by police for
speeding in the gritty northern Paris sub-

urb of Garges-les-Gonesse, where he lived,
just before 7:00 am.

He drew a gun and fired, slightly injur-
ing one officer. Shortly after, he contacted
his relatives to tell them he had “done
something stupid”, they told police. Ben
Belgacem later appeared at the bar where
he had been the previous night, firing more
shots and stealing another car before con-
tinuing on to the airport. He had been
investigated in 2015 over suspicions he had
radicalised while serving jail time, but his
name did not feature on the list of those
thought to pose a high risk.

Paris prosecutor Francois Molins said
Ben Belgacem appeared to have become
caught up in a “sort of headlong flight that
became more and more destructive”.
Dozens of flights to and from Orly were
cancelled during an hours-long shutdown
after the incident, but by Sunday afternoon
air traffic had returned to normal, a spokes-
woman for the Paris airports authority said.
The shooting took place on the second day
of a visit to Paris by Britain’s Prince William
and his wife Kate, which was unaffected.

‘I’ve screwed up’ 
Ben Belgacem’s father told Europe 1 his

son had called him after the first police
shooting “in a state of extreme agitation”.
“He said to me: ‘Daddy, please forgive me.
I’ve screwed up with a police officer’.” At the
time of his death, Ben Belgacem was carry-
ing a petrol can in his backpack, as well as
750 euros ($805) in cash, a copy of the
Quran, a packet of cigarettes and a lighter. 

A small amount of cocaine and a
machete were found during a search of his
home on Saturday. Soldiers guarding key
sites have been targeted in four attacks in
the past two years but escaped with only
minor injuries. In mid-February, a machete-
wielding Egyptian man attacked a soldier
outside Paris’s Louvre museum, injuring him
slightly, before being shot and wounded.
President Francois Hollande said Saturday
his government was “determined to fight
relentlessly against terrorism”. — AFP 

Paris airport attacker 

‘drunk and on drugs’

PARIS: French police officers stand guard at a cordoned off area in front of the finan-
cial crimes court building (pole financier du tribunal de grande instance) following a
bomb alert in central Paris yesterday. The building was evacuated yesterday morn-
ing following an anonymous call of the presence of a bomb, according to a source
close to the investigation. — AFP 

BUDAPEST: The former head of the far-
right British National Party has said he is
moving to Hungary to live under anti-
immigration Prime Minister Viktor Orban
as a “refugee” from western Europe.
“There is already a sort of nationalist emi-
gre community building up here.  There’s
French, there’s Italians, there’s Swedes
and Brits as well,” Nick Griffin told a
Hungarian website this weekend.

“So it’s only a trickle at present but I
have no doubt at all that when the trou-
ble really begins with Al-Qaeda and Isis
in western Europe, that trickle is going to
become a flood,” the 58-year-old told
444.hu. “And I hope that Hungary, the
Hungarian government, the Hungarian
people, will welcome people who are
genuine refugees from western Europe
but keep out the liberals who have
brought western Europe to this state in
the first place.”

Orban sees immigration as a “poison”
endangering Europe’s Christian culture

and values. In February he offered refuge
to anyone in western Europe looking to
“find the Europe they have lost in their
homelands”. 

His government aims to confine all
asylum-seekers currently in Hungary, and
any new arrivals, to container camps at
its southern border. They are free to leave
only if they return to Serbia.

Griffin, BNP head from 1999 to 2014,
was in Budapest for a “Stop Operation
Soros!” conference aimed at halting the
pro-refugee activities of Hungarian-born
US financier George Soros’s Open Society
Foundation.  “I am very, very pleased that
Hungary is taking a leading role in con-
fronting the Soros problem,” Griffin said.
Orban’s government “doesn’t want to
commit national suicide. That’s very
refreshing,” he said. Cambridge-educated
Griffin said he hoped to move to
Hungary, a member of the European
Union which Britain is due to leave in
2019, in the next six months. — AFP 

UK far-right figure 

now seeks ‘refuge’   
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BEIJING: China expressed anger yester-
day after exiled Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama attended a Buddhist con-
ference supported by the Indian culture
ministry, the latest spat with India over a
man whom China brands a dangerous
separatist. The Nobel Peace Prize-winning
Dalai Lama, who fled into exile in India
after a failed uprising against Chinese rule
in 1959, denies espousing violence and
says he only wants genuine autonomy for
his remote Himalayan homeland.

The Dalai Lama opened the confer-
ence last Friday in eastern India.
“Recently, India ignored China’s solemn
representations and strong opposition
and insisted on inviting the 14th Dalai
Lama to attend an international
Buddhist conference organized by the
Indian government,” Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said. The Dalai Lama also shared the
stage with Indian government officials
and gave a speech, she told a daily news

briefing. “China is strongly dissatisfied
and resolutely opposed to this,” Hua
added. “We urge the India side to clearly
recognize the anti-China separatist
nature of the Dalai clique, abide by its
promises on the Tibet issue, respect
China’s core interests and avoid further
disturbances and harm to China-India
relations.” 

The Dalai Lama and Indian Culture
Minister Mahesh Sharma inaugurated
the conference on Friday, the Indian cul-

ture ministry said in a statement.
Buddha’s teachings were especially rele-
vant in a world facing violence, Indian
President Pranab Mukherjee said on
Sunday in a closing address to the con-
ference, held at Rajgir in the eastern
state of Bihar. 

In December, Mukherjee hosted the
Dalai Lama at his official residence with
other Nobel prize winners, the Tibetan
leader’s first public meeting with an
Indian head of state in 60 years.

Next month, Indian federal govern-
ment representatives will meet the Dalai
Lama when he visits a sensitive border
region controlled by India but claimed by
China, despite a warning from Beijing that
it would damage ties. China has ruled
Tibet with an iron fist since it was “peace-
fully liberated” by the People’s Liberation
Army in 1950. China denies any repres-
sion in Tibet and says its rule has brought
development to a once backward and
poverty-stricken region. — Reuters

Dalai Lama on stage with Indian officials

BHUBANESWAR: Protesters and govern-
ment officials in eastern India clashed
over the fate of land that South Korean
steelmaker POSCO has asked Odisha
state to take back, the latest twist in one
of the most contentious battles over land
in the country. POSCO said at the week-
end it had expressed its intention to give
back the 2,700 acres (11 sq km) of land
allotted to it for a long-delayed $12 bil-
lion steel project because it “will not be
used urgently”.

A protest group yesterday said it has
asked state officials to return the land to
villagers, while authorities in Odisha said
the land will revert to the state. “It is the
people’s land and it should be returned
to them,” said Prasant Paikray, with the
anti-POSCO group POSCO Pratirodh
Sangram Samiti. “Our movement will
continue until the land is given back to
the villagers,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

State Industry Minister Debi Prasad
Mishra said the land would go into a land
bank for other industrial projects. “Not an
inch of this land is private land,” he said.
The 2005 project in the coastal district of
Jagatsinghpur was billed as India’s biggest
foreign direct investment at the time. But

it faced massive delays due to a regulatory
maze and protests from local farmers.

As demand for land rises, is it rarely
returned after being acquired for a proj-
ect. But last year, the Supreme Court said
land bought by West Bengal state for a
Tata Motors factory must be returned to
farmers after a decade-long battle. The
top court has also taken a dim view of
special economic zones, asking seven
states earlier this year why land bought
for industry is lying idle.

Conflicts with farmers reluctant to
give up land have stalled major projects
and put billions of dollars of investment
at risk, according to research published
in November. Officials in resource-rich
Odisha in eastern India have said projects
such as POSCO’s are crucial to generating
jobs and raising incomes in the poor
state. Betel nut farmers, who were
among those who surrendered their
land, said they would resume farming on
the land if it is returned to them. “The
administration demolished our betel
vines and promised us other jobs. Since
nothing is going to happen, our land
should be given back, so that we can
resume cultivation,” said Tuna Baral, 30, a
resident of Gobindpur village. — Reuters 

Protesters lock horns with Indian state 

after steelmaker offers to return land 

WASHINGTON: In March 2014, the US military
paid an Afghan man just over $1,000 to compen-
sate for killing his civilian son in an operation
near the border with Iran, according to US mili-
tary records released to Reuters. Six months lat-
er, another Afghan father was given $10,000 by
the US military after his child, also a civilian, was
killed in an American-led military operation in
the same province.

And 68-year-old Haji Allah Dad lost 20 relatives,
including his brother and sister-in-law, in a US and
Afghan special forces operation near the northern
city of Kunduz last November. Allah Dad said he
received no money from the US military, though
he did get compensation from the Afghan gov-
ernment.  Nearly 16 years since invading
Afghanistan, the United States has no standard-
ized process for making compensation payments
to the families of thousands of Afghan civilians
killed or injured in US-led military operations.    

It first started paying the families of Afghan
victims as a way to counter Taleban militants
who were doing the same. America’s approach
to compensation is arbitrary by design as it tries
to negotiate Afghanistan’s cultural and regional
sensitivities as a foreign military force.  But civil
activists say the system is unfair and confusing
for often poor and uneducated Afghans.     A
Pentagon spokesman said the military leaves the
decision on how much to pay to commanders
on the ground because they are best positioned
to judge the incidents.

“Condolence payments in Afghanistan are
based on cultural norms of the local area, advice
from Afghan partners, and the circumstances of
the event,” said spokesman Adam Stump. “US
commanders in theater are therefore empow-
ered to make decisions regarding payments as
they have the greatest understanding of these
factors,” Stump said. It is unclear how the US mili-
tary puts these factors in monetary terms. 

Payments vary
Washington started making condolence pay-

ments in Afghanistan in 2005 after realizing that
the Taleban was gaining influence and goodwill
by giving civilians money after fatal US strikes,
according to the Center for Civilians in Conflict, a
US-based advocacy and research group.  The
United States does not have to pay compensa-
tion to civilians killed in its military actions under
international and national law. However, it has
made such payments going back to the Korean
War in the 1950s. In some cases, it paid compen-
sation to the relatives of civilians it killed in the
Iraq conflict.

Critics warn the lack of standardization in
compensation payments means Afghan civilian
victims are not treated equally as the conflict
there grinds on. The top US commander in
Afghanistan has said several thousand more
troops would be needed to break a stalemate
with the Taleban. “It’s of great concern that
we’re talking about stepping up the way that
we carry operations without a standard operat-
ing procedure for making condolence pay-
ments,” said Marla Keenan, senior director of
programs at the Center for Civilians in Conflict.
“A man in Kandahar may get $4,000 for his dam-
aged car while a woman in Gardez gets $1,000
for her dead child. Civilians deserve better,”
Keenan said.

According to US military documents
obtained by Reuters under a Freedom of
Information Act request, American forces have
paid Afghan families about $1.2 million for the
deaths of at least 101 Afghans and injuries to
270 others from the end of 2013 to 2016. Almost
all of the victims were civilians. Five of the pay-
ments were to members of the Afghan govern-
ment, the documents, which have previously
not been published, show.  The amount of pay-
ments, even in apparently similar cases, varies. 

“This shows that each unit was setting its
own policy and that there’s no standard operat-
ing procedure (or even financial guidance)
across the military for how to make these pay-
ments and how much they should be,” said
Keenan.  In Allah Dad’s case, the money came
not from the United States but from the Afghan
government. The attack that killed his relatives
in Boz, near Kunduz, was the subject of a US mili-
tary probe, which found in January that 33 civil-
ians were killed and 27 wounded when US and
Afghan special forces returned fire against
Taleban fighters using civilian houses and called
in US air support.

The Kunduz incident
The United States did not make any condo-

lence payments and left it to the Afghan govern-
ment to decide what it wanted to do, Captain Bill
Salvin, a spokesman for US forces in Afghanistan,
said. It is unclear why. Mahmoud Danish, a
spokesman for governor of Kunduz province,
said the Afghan government paid 100,000
Afghanis ($1,500) for each death and 50,000
Afghanis ($750) for each of those wounded.

Allah Dad said the United States should have
also taken responsibility for the civilian victims.
“Americans must be accountable for what they
did and they have to pay for each and every-
body who were killed or wounded in this attack,”
said Allah Dad, nine of whose relatives were also
wounded. He was forced to leave his job as a
teacher and now works on his watermelon and
corn fields. “The Afghan government promised
to pay for our houses, cars, machinery and live-
stock but so far, they haven’t.”

When asked about Allah Dad’s case, the
Pentagon said it does not comment on specific
incidents. The Kunduz local government con-
firmed Allah Dad’s account of the payments and
number of his relatives killed. — Reuters

What is an Afghan life 

worth? That depends 
Evaluating the cost of a human life 

CHAMAN: Pakistani paramilitary soldiers stand guard while people wait for opening border crossing, in Chaman, Pakistan, yesterday, March 20,
2017. Pakistan’s prime minister ordered the reopening of the country’s border with Afghanistan yesterday, ending a protracted closure that has
cost businesses on both sides millions of dollars and deepened tensions between the two neighbors. —AP 

ADDIS ABABA: One minute, Zemed Derib
stood negotiating with her precocious sib-
lings who had locked themselves inside their
uncle’s home as a prank. The next, the playful
scene gave way to horror as the hillside of
the rubbish dump above them collapsed.
With terrified screams of neighbors filling the
air, Zemed abandoned her doomed sisters
and took to her heels, outrunning the torrent
of fetid dirt that swallowed homes and killed
at least 113 people in Africa’s second most-
populous country, Ethiopia.

“I ran away, but finally, when I turn my
face, nothing was there.  Everything
changed into black,” Zemed said as she sat
clutching a portrait of her mother Yeshi
Beyene, one of the victims of the disaster at
Koshe, the country’s largest rubbish dump
situated on the outskirts of the capital
Addis Ababa.

On Saturday, a week after the tragedy,
men in face masks and rubber aprons wait-
ed for excavators to move aside the waste
to carry out their search for the dead.
Zemed, wearing all black, is mourning the
loss of seven relatives, including her three
younger sisters and a baby girl born days
earlier who had not yet been named.
Zemed’s family lived among a community
of hundreds who had built homes on the
side of Koshe’s main slope and spent their
days scavenging for valuable rubbish
trucked in from neighborhoods around this
city of about four million people.

Accident waiting to happen? 
The settlement is now buried under a

wall of black muck and the landslide left a
jagged, crescent-shaped cut in the side of
the landfill’s rise. Friends and relatives gath-
ered under the watchful eyes of dozens of
police officers, who harassed AFP journal-
ists conducting interviews with victims’
family members in a private home and
forced them to delete photos and videos
they had taken.

Koshe residents say their status at the
dump has long been contentious. The
government last year tried to move the
dump to a different site, only to back
down in the face of protests from people
living near the proposed new location.
Meanwhile, bulldozers have flattened
parts of the landfill to make way for a bio-
gas plant, one of many infrastructure proj-
ects the government of Prime Minister
Hailemariam Desalegn has pointed to as
evidence of its efforts to develop Ethiopia,
where poverty is rampant despite years of
rapid economic growth.

While some residents have speculat-
ed that the plant’s construction desta-
bil ized the hil ls ide,  communications
minister Negeri Lencho said investiga-
t o r s  f ro m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d
Ethiopia will have the final say on what
caused the disaster. The government
has promised to find accommodation
for people who lost their homes in the
calamity, but Zemed said her surviving
relatives have nowhere to stay and have
lost everything they own. “It’s changed
i n to  m u d,” s h e  s a i d .  “ Eve r y t h i n g  i s
changed into mud.” — AFP 

Desperate choice of Ethiopia 

landslide survivor: Run or die

ADDIS ABABA: Zemed Derib (R), resident of the Koshe area, is pictured with a photo-
graph of her mother, Yeshi Beyene, on March 18 2017, in Kosheon the outskirts of
Addis Ababa. —AFP 

DILI: East Timor voted for a new
president yesterday, with a former
guerrilla fighter tipped for victory
after winning the backing of the
two biggest parties, in a new sign
of stability for Asia’s youngest
nation. The vote comes at a chal-
lenging time for the tiny half-island
nation 15 years after independ-
ence, with oil reserves running dry
and its leaders struggling to reach
agreement with Australia over
lucrative energy fields.

It is the first presidential election
since the departure of United
Nations peacekeepers in 2012. But
despite fears of violence there has
been only sporadic and low-level
unrest in the run-up to the vote.
Francisco Guterres-known by his
nom de guerre “Lu-Olo”-is favourite
to win the presidency, which is large-
ly ceremonial but can have a key role
in keeping the peace between feud-
ing politicians. He is leader of the
second-biggest party Fretilin and
also won the backing of independ-
ence hero Xanana Gusmao and his
CNRT party, the country’s largest. 

“I am sure I will win, that there

will be no second round,” Guterres,
who is facing seven challengers for
the presidency, said after casting
his vote in the capital Dili. He will
have to secure over 50 percent of
the vote to avoid a run-off in April.
Democratic Party politician Antonio
da Conceicao is seen as his closest
rival in the fourth presidential elec-

tion since East Timor gained inde-
pendence in 2002 following a bru-
tal 24-year Indonesian occupation.

Current President Taur Matan
Ruak is not seeking re-election.
Analysts say Guterres’s unified can-
didacy will help stabilise a nation
repeatedly rocked by bouts of vio-
lence. “That is good from the point

of view of stability, because com-
petitive politics can raise tensions,”
Damien Kingsbury, an East Timor
expert from Australia’s Deakin
University, told AFP.

Kingsbury said it suggests that
the country will continue to be led
by a unity government following
parliamentary elections later in the
year. But he added that the
absence of a viable opposition
could raise concerns about govern-
ment accountability.

Huge challenges 
Guterres is from a humble fam-

ily and like many members of East
Timor’s political class took part in
the bloody struggle against
Indonesian occupation.  He was
Fretilin’s unsuccessful candidate for
presidential polls in 2007. Vasco
Pires de Jesus, a 58-year-old labour-
er, told AFP he was voting for him
because “he is a fighter who fought
alongside Xanana Gusmao in the
forest to bring independence to
this country”. Whoever wins the
vote will preside over a nation with
huge challenges. — AFP

ISLAMABAD: The president of mainly
Muslim Pakistan has signed into law a bill
allowing the Hindu minority to register
their marriages for the first time since parti-
tion from India in 1947. The bill, signed by
President Mamnoon Hussain on Sunday,
will “safeguard the legitimate rights and
interests of Hindu families”, a government
statement said. 

I t will  also allow Hindus to file for
divorce and remarry, and will protect the
financial security of women and children
after divorce. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani,
head of the Pakistan Hindu Council, told
AFP yesterday the legislation would solve
many problems faced by the community in
Pakistan, where discrimination and vio-
lence against religious minorities is com-

monplace. “This law is a welcome step ... It
will remove all difficulties for the registra-
tion of Hindu marriages,” he said.

Following the end of British rule in South
Asia in 1947, the sub-continent was parti-
tioned into mainly Hindu India and Pakistan,
triggering widespread religious bloodshed
in which hundreds of thousands were killed
and millions displaced. Since then, Pakistani
Hindus-who number around 8.2 million in
the country of an estimated 180 million peo-
ple-have been unable to acquire the legal
documentation needed to register mar-
riages and annulments. Lawmakers in the
southern province of Sindh, where most
Pakistani Hindus live, passed their own
provincial legislation last year allowing
Hindus to register marriages.  — AFP 

East Timor votes in presidential 

election seen as sign of stability

Pakistan passes a landmark 

Hindu marriage register bill

DILI: People queue up to give their vote during the presidential elec-
tion at a polling station. —AP 
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BANGKOK: An ongoing crackdown against
opposition politicians and activists in
Cambodia has cast a “dark shadow” ahead of
upcoming elections and is part of a wider
authoritarian “disease” infecting the region,
Southeast Asian politicians warned yesterday.
The damning assessment comes as
Cambodia plans to hold nationwide polls
next year in what some have warned could
be the country’s last chance of seeing gen-
uine democracy take root. 

Cambodia has been ruled by strongman

premier Hun Sen for more than three
decades. His reign has brought stability and
growth but been criticized as corrupt and
autocratic. The country’s once fractured
opposition took many by surprise in 2013
when it united to win 55 seats in parliament,
an unprecedented move that rattled Hun
Sen, a man unused to losing at the ballot box.

At a press conference in Bangkok on
Monday, regional lawmakers said Hun Sen’s
administration has been hitting back ahead
of the 2018 polls with measures to cripple the

opposition’s ability to contest his party.
ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights, a
group made up of former and serving
Southeast Asian lawmakers, said Hun Sen has
“created a climate of fear, which casts a dark
shadow over all  of Cambodian society”
adding that there was “an ongoing assault on
parliamentary democracy”.

Recent examples they cited included mul-
tiple opposition parliamentarians either
jailed or facing court proceedings; recent leg-
islation making it easier to dissolve opposi-

tion parties; physical attacks on lawmakers by
members of the security forces and the ongo-
ing detention of rights workers. “Cambodians
are facing grave threats to their fragile demo-
cratic institutions,” Filipino lawmaker
Tomasito Villarin told reporters in Bangkok,
adding that court cases or the threat of legal
action was used “like a Damocles sword” to
stifle opponents.

Charles Santiago, a serving lawmaker in
Malaysia, said attacks on the political opposi-
tion in Cambodia were part of “a new disease

sweeping across Southeast Asia”. Examples
he cited included recent sedition charges
brought against lawmakers in Malaysia and
the arrest of a prominent senator and gov-
ernment critic in the Philippines. Former Thai
lawmaker Kraisak Choonhaven said his own
country had seen a similar descent into
autocracy since the military’s 2014 coup. “We
are being buried alive under authoritarian
laws against democracy which each day are
piling up higher and higher,” he told
reporters. — AFP 

Cambodia crackdown cast ‘dark shadow’:  Asian MPs

BANGKOK: An exiled “red shirt” oppo-
nent of Thailand’s junta accused police of
trying to set him up after they said they
had found a cache of weapons and
uncovered a plot to kill the prime minis-
ter. The government said it would seek
Wuthipong Kochathamakun’s extradition
from neighboring Laos and pledged to
stop anything which could cause unrest
in Thailand, where the opposition has
been largely silenced since a 2014 coup.

“They’re trying to force terrorism charges
on me,” Wuthipong said in an interview
posted on YouTube. “This is a very poorly
done setup.” The police drew a link from
their discovery not only to the red shirts
supporters of ousted populist leader Thaksin
Shinawatra, but also to an influential
Buddhist temple that is at odds with author-
ities. They did not give details of the alleged
plot to kill junta leader Prayuth Chan-Ocha
but said they had discovered the weapons
at a house belonging to Wuthipong, who
fled Thailand at the time of the coup.

Critics accuse the government of using
security threats to justify the army’s con-

tinued grip on power. “I don’t believe he
has the kind of military caliber to intend
to harm the prime minister,” said Jatuporn
Prompan, a leader of the red shirt move-
ment, known as the United Front for
Democracy Against Dictatorship. The
government played down any risk to
Prayuth’s life, but said that it would take
action against any threat to stability as it
tries to bring about political reconciliation
before eventual elections.

“Whatever causes unrest, we will put
it out,” Defense Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan said. The junta seized power
in the name of ending political turmoil
and says its measures against dissidents
are to preserve stability. Elections which
had been initially promised for 2015 are
not widely expected to happen before
well into next year. In accusing the red
shirt follower over the weapons, police
also said there had been a plan to poten-
tially use the arms against security forces
at the Dhammakaya temple, where they
were searching for the former abbot on
money laundering charges. —Reuters

Thai opposition ‘red shirt’ 

says plot to kill PM a setup 

NAYPYIDAW: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte has described European lawmakers as
“crazies” in a salty-tongued rebuttal of criticism
of his deadly drug war, while vowing again that
all traffickers will be killed. Duterte fired his
broadside in a late-night speech Sunday in
Myanmar after the European Parliament issued a
resolution last week condemning “the high
number of extrajudicial killings” in his war on
drugs. “I don’t get these crazies. Why are you try-
ing to impose on us? Why don’t you mind your
own business,” said Duterte, who frequently uses
swear words and other abusive language
against his critics.

Since taking office in the middle of last year
Duterte has overseen a ruthless campaign to
eradicate illegal drugs which he says are threat-
ening to turn the Philippines into a narco-state.
Police have reported killing more than 2,500
people, while rights groups say there have been
more than 5,000 other deaths linked to the drug
war. Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch have said Duterte may be overseeing
crimes against humanity, with police allegedly
running anonymous death squads.

Duterte has insisted he has not asked his
security forces to break the law, although on

other occasions he has called for millions of
addicts to be killed and vowed to pardon
police officers found guilty of murder. At the
speech to a gathering of the Filipino commu-
nity in Myanmar’s capital Naypyidaw, Duterte
warned that many more people would be
killed in his drugs crackdown. “More people
will die. I said I will not stop. I will continue
until the last drug lord in the Philippines is
k i l led  and the  pushers  (are)  out  of  the
streets,” he said.

Reacting to criticism that the operation tar-
geted the poor, Duterte said he must “destroy”
small-time street peddlers as well as the big-
time drug lords. In its resolution, the European
lawmakers also called on the UN Human Rights
Council to launch a probe into Duterte’s drug
war, and expressed “deep alarm” at his plans to
bring back the death penalty.

‘Culture clash’ 
Duterte insisted foreign critics did not under-

stand the Philippines. To illustrate his theory on
the clash of cultures, Duterte referred to a
recent Time magazine cover article on gender
and sexuality and compared it with what he
insisted was blanket Filipino opposition to

same-sex marriage. “That’s their culture. It does
not apply to us. We are Catholics and there is
the civil code which says that you can only mar-
ry a woman for me (and) for a woman to marry
a man,” he said. “You stay where God assigned
you. Do not mix us all up.”

Duterte insisted he would not be cowed by
warnings from foreigners that he may face pros-
ecution over his drug war. He boasted about
calling then-US president Barack Obama a “son
of a whore” last year in response to criticism of
the killings, as he repeated his unsubstantiated
allegation that the US Central Intelligence
Agency was plotting to kill him. 

“They miscalculated me. They thought they
would scare me with a jail threat and then they
would put Obama in front of me. I told them,
‘What is it to you?’” Duterte said. “Now I am even
famous because I called their leaders sons of
whores, you are all sons of whores.” Duterte was
set to meet Myanmar’s de facto leader Aung
San Suu Kyi on Monday afternoon, before hav-
ing high tea with the army’s commander-in-
chief, Min Aung Hlaing. His visit coincided with
the 60th anniversary of ties between the two
countries. Duterte will head to Thailand yester-
day evening. — AFP 

Philippines’ Duterte calls 

European critics ‘crazies’
Duterte: ‘Why don’t you mind your own business?’ 

NAYPYIDAW: Philippines’ President Rodrigo Duterte (front R) is accompanied by his Myanmar counterpart Htin Kyaw as they inspect the honor
guard during a welcome ceremony. — AFP 

TOKYO: Russia yesterday criticized the
deployment of a US anti-missile system
aimed at North Korea, saying it poses “seri-
ous risks” to the region. The US this month
began installing the THAAD anti-missile
system in South Korea in response to the
North’s intensifying ballistic missile devel-
opment. Allies Washington and Seoul say it
is for purely defensive purposes. China
fears it could undermine its own nuclear
deterrent and has lashed out, imposing
measures seen as economic retaliation on
South Korea. Russia, meanwhile, took
advantage of diplomatic and defense talks
with US ally Japan to criticize the develop-
ment.

“We drew attention to the serious risks
posed by the deployment of elements of
the American global anti-missile system in
the Asia-Pacific region,” Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov told a press conference, say-
ing Moscow raised the issue in the talks. “If
this is meant to counter threats coming
from North Korea, then the deployment of
this system and accumulating armaments
in the region is a disproportionate reply,” he
added, apparently referring to THAAD.

Russia last year also expressed worries
over plans for the deployment in South
Korea. Lavrov’s comments came after so-
called two-plus-two talks between the for-
eign and defense ministers of Russia and
Japan. They also followed a high-profile vis-
it to the region by US Secretary of State Rex

Tillerson, who warned that American mili-
tary action against the North was an option
“on the table.” North Korea did come in for
criticism at the Russia-Japan meeting for its
nuclear and missile development.

“We shared the view that we will strong-
ly urge North Korea to exercise self-
restraint over further provocative actions
and follow UN Security Council resolutions,”
said Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio
Kishida. North Korea is banned by the inter-
national community from pursuing nuclear
and missile programs but has defiantly
ploughed ahead. It staged its two latest
nuclear tests last year and recently fired off
missiles which it described as practice for
an attack on US bases in Japan.

Japan and Russia also tried to further
bridge differences over a long-standing ter-
ritorial dispute dating from World War II but
achieved no major breakthroughs. The
Soviet Union seized four islands off Japan’s
northern coast in 1945 in the closing days
of the war and the dispute has prevented a
peace treaty to formally end the conflict.
The foreign and defense ministers’ meeting,
the first since late 2013, followed a
December summit between Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Russian
President Vladimir Putin that focused on
the territorial row. Kishida announced that
Abe will visit Russia in late April to continue
their discussions on efforts to finally con-
clude a peace treaty ending the war. — AFP 

Russia takes swipe at US 

missile defense in Korea

HANOI: South Korea’s Foreign Minister Yun Byung-Se (L) shakes hands with his
Vietnamese counterpart Pham Binh Minh (R) at the Government Guest House. — AFP

BEIJING: China yesterday reiterated its firm
opposition to US arm sales to Taiwan, amid
reports that Donald Trump’s administration
is preparing a large shipment of advanced
weaponry for the self-ruling island. “China
firmly opposes US arms sales to Taiwan, this
is consistent and clear-cut,” foreign ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told a regular
press briefing.  “We hope the US side fully
recognizes the high sensitivity and serious
harmfulness of its sales to Taiwan.”  

She called on Washington to abide by the
One-China policy and “cease Taiwan arm
sales” in order to preserve Sino-US relations
and peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait.
The comments, which came one day after
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson ended a
visit to Beijing, followed reports in US media
that Trump’s government was preparing a
large-scale arms package for Taiwan. 

China sees Taiwan as part of its territory
awaiting reunification, by force if necessary.

The United States is the democratically-
ruled island’s most powerful ally and its
main arms supplier, even though the two
sides do not have official diplomatic ties
after Washington switched recognition to
Beijing in 1979.  There have been concerns
Taiwan will become a bargaining chip
between the US and China since Trump
angered Beijing with a protocol-busting
telephone conversation with the island’s
President Tsai Ing-wen following his elec-
tion victory.

Trump and China’s President Xi Jinping
subsequently smoothed over the dispute
in a phone call in which the US leader reit-
erated Washington’s adherence to the One
China policy, which nominally acknowl-
edges Beijing’s claim without recognizing
it. Taiwan unveiled a major defense report
last week and confirmed publicly for the
first time that it was capable of launching
missiles at China.  — AFP

WELLINGTON: A US diplomat has been expelled
from New Zealand after Washington refused to
waive diplomatic immunity so police investigat-
ing a serious crime could question him, officials
said yesterday. Details of the alleged crime have
not been revealed but local media reported the
diplomat left the South Pacific nation last week
suffering a broken nose and black eye.

Prime Minister Bill English labeled the US
knockback on immunity regrettable and said he
expected American authorities to carry out their
own investigation. “We expect all diplomats here
to obey our law and if it’s broken we’d expect
our police to investigate,” English told reporters.
“We regret that they didn’t give us a waiver on
immunity but they didn’t and now it’s in the
hands of their authorities.”

Earlier,  Foreign Affairs Minister Murray
McCully said he was “disappointed” at the US
refusal and in response had asked for the man
at the centre of the police investigation to be
withdrawn from New Zealand. He said
Wellington’s ambassador in Washington had
raised the issue with US officials. Police said
they were called to an incident in Lower Hutt,
on Wellington’s outskirts, in the early hours of
March 12, which “involved an individual from
the US embassy in Wellington”.

By the time they arrived the person had left
the scene and no arrests were made. Attempts
to further investigate hit a diplomatic brick wall,
however police said they still regarded the case
as active. McCully said foreign affairs officials
relayed a police request to waive immunity but
their US counterparts refused. Local media
named the diplomat as Colin White and said he
left Wellington with his wife and children.

TVNZ, which broke the story, reported that
White was a technical attache who had been
working closely with New Zealand’s intelligence
service, the GCSB. A spokeswoman for the US
embassy said they were “communicating with
New Zealand authorities” on the issue. “As a mat-
ter of policy, we do not comment on the

China warns US over 

arms sales to Taiwan

New Zealand expels US diplomat 

after police investigation stymied
specifics of matters under investigation,” she
said in a statement. “We take seriously any sug-
gestion that our staff have fallen short of the
high standards of conduct expected of US gov-
ernment personnel.”

McCully said the US had stated it always fully
investigated all allegations involving its diplo-
matic staff. Diplomatic immunity, formalized in
the 1961 Vienna Convention, means foreign

envoys are protected from local law enforce-
ment in the country to which they are posted.
The most recent known case of it being invoked
in New Zealand was in 2014, when Malaysian
military attache Mohammed Rizalman bin Ismail
was accused of indecent assault. It was eventual-
ly revoked and Rizalman was sentenced to nine
months’ home detention after being found
guilty in a Wellington court. — AFP 

SEOUL: Members of South Korea’s Agency for KIA Recovery and Identification check the
remains of Chinese soldiers, who fought during the Korean War, during ceremonial rites to
place the remains at a temporary military ossuary. The remains of 28 Chinese soldiers killed
during the 1950-53 Korean War will return home from South Korea on March 22 for perma-
nent burial.  — AFP 
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In another case, Ahmad Jabr Al-Shemmari yesterday
withdrew a lawsuit he had submitted to challenge the
government decision to revoke his citizenship. Shemmari,
the owner of the pro-opposition Alyoum television and
Alam Al-Youm newspaper, had won rulings in his favor

from the lower and appeals court and the government
challenged the last ruling at the Court of Cassation, the
country’s Supreme Court. But before the Cassation Court
could give its decisive ruling on the issue, MPs said they
had obtained a promise from the Amir that the govern-
ment will re-instate the citizenship to all those who got
their nationality revoked in mid-2014. 

Kuwaiti lawyer seeks ban on expat drivers

Continued from Page 1

Both Cinescape (Kuwait National Cinema Company)
and Grand Cinemas halted ticket purchases. Cinescape
offered refunds for the film to those who had already
bought tickets. “A huge production like Disney movies are
known to draw a great deal of attention in Kuwait from
both censors and film viewers,” explained Sheikh Duaij. 

“Today, we are submitting Beauty and the Beast [for
approval] after second amendments. The movie is not
banned from Kuwait,” he told Kuwait Times. Sheikh
Duaij noted that it was not uncommon for the ministry
censors to ask for a second cut of scenes from movies,
even after they had been released. An official from the
Grand Cinemas said that Beauty and the Beast was still
showing on their screens until last night.

“We continued rolling the movie as normal because
people have already bought the tickets. However, we

will stop selling tickets until we receive the second
package of the film,” he explained, referring the second
censored version. The Ministry of Information did not
respond immediately to requests for comment. It is not
clear when or if the second censored version of the film
will be approved for release in Kuwait. 

In some predominantly Muslim countries, same-sex
relations can lead to lashings, imprisonment and fines.
In a few, it carries the death penalty. Those in support of
the ban on the film in Kuwait launched hashtags calling
for “respect” and urging the cinema company to protect
children by blocking the movie. The film was given a
PG-13 rating in Kuwait. Disney officials did not immedi-
ately respond to a request of comment. Similar con-
cerns over the film’s brief scene prompted a drive-in
theater in the US state of Alabama to cancel showings.
Censors in Malaysia required the scene be edited, but
Disney pulled the film from release there. 

‘Beauty and the Beast’ pulled..

Continued from Page 1

Of an estimated six million Indian migrants in the six
Gulf states of Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates and Oman, domestic workers are among
the most exploited, campaigners say.

“Housemaids are treated like cattle here. This woman
didn’t even know where she was when I asked her loca-

tion. She kept crying to be saved. India should ban send-
ing housemaids to the Gulf,” Sriniwas said. In the woman’s
hometown of Dholka, officials are dealing with what they
said is their first case of human trafficking. “We have infor-
mation that there could be more women who have been
trafficked to the Gulf nations. This is a new development
for us,” said Rituraj Desai, deputy in the Dholka district
office. — Reuters

India traffickers widen their nets

NEW YORK: Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates once again
topped the Forbes magazine list of the world’s richest
billionaires, while US President Donald Trump slipped
more than 200 spots, the magazine said yesterday.
Gates, whose wealth is estimated at $86 billion, led the
list for the fourth straight year.  He was followed by
Berkshire Hathaway chief Warren Buffett among the top
10 bill ionaires, a group heavily dominated by
Americans, many of whom work in the technology sec-
tor. Buffett’s wealth was estimated at $75.6 billion.  

Others in the top 10 included Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos at number three,  Facebook creator Mark
Zuckerberg at number five and Oracle co-founder
Larry Ellison at number seven. The global billionaire
population jumped 13 percent from last year to 2,043,
the biggest annual increase in the 31 years since the
magazine began compiling the list, Forbes said. The US
led countries with the most billionaires with 565, a
product of the swelling value of the American stock
market since Trump’s November 2016 election. China

was second with 319 billionaires, and Germany was
third with 114.  

Trump himself slipped 220 spots on the list to num-
ber 544 with an estimated $3.5 billion. Forbes attrib-
uted Trump’s drop to sluggishness in the Manhattan
real estate market which is responsible for a dispro-
portionate amount of his wealth. “Forty percent of
Donald Trump’s fortune is tied up in Trump Tower and
eight buildings within one mile of it,” Forbes said.
“Lately, the neighborhood has been struggling (rela-
tively speaking).” 

Among others in the Forbes top 10, Amancio Ortega
of Spanish apparel chain Zara was fourth, Mexican tele-
com tycoon Carlos Slim was sixth, the Koch brothers,
Charles and David, were eighth and ninth and former
New York City mayor and Bloomberg News founder
Michael Bloomberg was 10th. This year it took at least
$3.7 billion in wealth to make it onto the list, but only in
a tie for 501th place, a group that included Hollywood
director Steven Spielberg. —  AFP 

Bill Gates again world’s 

richest man; Trump slips

LONDON: Britain’s relationship with the European
Union was always an awkward marriage of conven-
ience rather than a case of love at first sight. And after
44 years-during which trade ties always took prece-
dence for Britain over closer integration-London has
said it will file for divorce next week Anand Menon, a
professor of European politics at King’s College London
university, said the relationship was always “transac-
tional” and therefore the break-up is “pretty logical”.

“It’s been a utilitarian relationship since 1973 and
the emphasis was always on the economic dimension,
not on the political one,” said Pauline Schnapper, pro-
fessor of contemporary British history at the Sorbonne
University in Paris. “The sentimental dimension is near-
inexistent,” she said.  The path towards today’s
European Union began after World War II as the shat-
tered continent tried to rebuild and deepen integration
as a way of bolstering the peace.  The project did not
immediately appeal to Britain. “I think we didn’t feel
vulnerable enough to join, quite simply,” Menon said.

Britain preferred to focus on its special relationship
with the United States and the remains of its
empire.London nevertheless supported the push for
closer integration on the European continent: wartime
prime minister Winston Churchill called for the creation
of a “United States of Europe” in his 1946 Zurich speech.
But in the early 1960s, Britain’s fortunes changed for
the worse.  Its economic growth started lagging
behind that of France and Germany, making the
European single market on its doorstep seem an
appealing option.

Britain said on Monday it would begin the Brexit
process on March 29 with a formal notification by letter
to EU President Donald Tusk. Joining the European fray
in the first place was not an easy task.  In 1961, France’s
then-president, Charles de Gaulle, vetoed Britain’s first
application, seeing it as a “Trojan horse” for the United
States and doubting Britain’s European spirit. Another
French veto followed in 1967 and the UK was only final-

ly welcomed into the European Economic Community
(EEC) in 1973.  

Unfortunately for Britain, the first oil crisis struck
that same year and so the much-hoped-for economic
boost failed to materialize. Nevertheless, 67 percent of
the British people voted to remain in the EEC in a 1975
referendum. “The fact that we joined late is one of the
reasons there are suspicions because obviously there is
a sense that we joined a club that others had set up to
suit themselves,” Menon said. Britain and the EEC soon
locked horns and London began opting out of the
major attempts to step up European integration.

In 1979, London refused to participate in the
European monetary system, defending its national and
fiscal sovereignty. Six years later, it refused to ratify the
Schengen Agreement-abolishing internal border
checks-and in 1993, it opted out of the European single
currency. Britain’s anti-federalist approach was spelled
out by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher during a 1988
speech at the College of Europe in Bruges.  In it, she
rejected the idea of a “European super-state exercising
a new dominance from Brussels”.

In the 1990s, Britain’s defiance towards Brussels
accelerated further with the creation of the UK
Independence Party (UKIP), which campaigned for the
country’s exit from the EU. The opposition party’s suc-
cesses, particularly in the 2014 European Parliament
elections when it topped the polls, pushed the govern-
ment to harden its rhetoric. 

The euro-zone crisis, large-scale immigration from
the EU and the refugee crisis of the past few years
stoked the discontent, pushing Prime Minister David
Cameron to call the June 2016 referendum. In the end,
52 percent of voters opted for Brexit. Neither side is
likely to end up the happier after the divorce, said John
Springford, director of research at the Centre for
European Reform in London. “I am not convinced that
Britain leaving the EU will help Britain or help the EU,”
he said. —  AFP 

Brexit: The end of  

loveless marriage
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Focus

From referendum to 

Brexit - key moments

LONDON: From the shock vote to leave the European
Union to the formal start of the departure process next
week, here are some key moments on the path to Brexit:

Britons vote for Brexit 
On June 23, 2016, 17.4 million Britons voted to end

their 43-year-old membership of the European Union-a
proportion of 52 percent to 48 percent.  A breakdown of
the results shows England and Wales voted to leave, while
Scotland and Northern Ireland opted to remain.

Sterling falls 
The result took markets by surprise, although they soon

recovered.  The blow to sterling lasted longer-since the ref-
erendum, the pound has lost between 15 and 16 percent of
its value against the dollar and the euro.

Change of government 
On June 24, Conservative Prime Minister David

Cameron, who called the referendum and led the cam-
paign to stay in, announced his resignation. He said he
would stay on until a successor was found, sparking a lead-
ership race that in the end proved remarkably swift. Brexit
campaigner Boris Johnson withdrew at the last minute
and Theresa May, Cameron’s interior minister for six years,
was crowned leader on July 11.

Brexiteers take over 
On July 13, May became prime minister, appointing

three leading eurosceptics to senior posts in her govern-
ment and promising to implement Brexit. Johnson
became foreign secretary, Liam Fox became international
trade secretary and David Davis was put in charge of a
new Brexit ministry.

Brexit means Brexit
On October 2, May said that Britain will trigger Article

50 of the EU’s Lisbon treaty, which sets out a two-year
process of leaving the bloc, before the end of March 2017.

Court challenge
On November 3, the High Court in London ruled that

the government must obtain parliamentary approval to
begin the Brexit process.The Daily Mail tabloid con-
demned the judges as “Enemies of the People” and May
appealed. On January 24, 2017, the Supreme Court upheld
the ruling.

Clean break
On January 17, May gave a major speech setting out

her strategy for Brexit.  She had previously promised to cut
migration from the EU and now acknowledged this would
mean Britain leaving Europe’s single market.  She warned
she was willing to walk away from the negotiations with
Brussels, saying: “No deal for Britain is better than a bad
deal for Britain.”

Trump endorsement
On January 27, May became the first foreign leader to

visit newly elected US President Donald Trump at the
White House. He called Britain’s decision to leave the EU a
“wonderful thing” and hailed the “special relationship”
between the two countries.

Parliament backs Brexit
On March 13, Britain’s parliament gave final approval to

a bill empowering May to trigger Article 50. The House of
Lords had passed amendments to guarantee the status of
European nationals living in Britain and to give parliament
a final vote on the final deal. But these were overturned by
the House of Commons and the bill passed unamended.
Receiving formal royal assent from Queen Elizabeth II on
March 16.

Scottish nationalism
On March 13, Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said

she would press ahead with plans for an independence ref-
erendum before Britain leaves the EU.  She said her propos-
als for Scotland to be allowed to stay in the European single
market had been met with “a brick wall of intransigence”
from the government.  May responded with an impassioned
defence of Britain’s “precious” union and by accusing
Sturgeon of “tunnel vision” on independence. May said “now
is not the time” to be talking about another referendum, less
than three years after the last one in which Scotland voted
to stay in Britain.

Article 50 
On Monday, the government said it would trigger

Article 50 on March 29 in the form of a letter to EU
President Donald Tusk. “We are on the threshold of the
most important negotiation for this country for a genera-
tion,” Brexit minister David Davis said. The European
Commission responded saying: “We are ready to begin
negotiations”. — AFP 

By Veronique Dupont

A
s President Donald Trump battles to reinstate his
controversial revised travel ban, one overlooked
effect has been the havoc wreaked on legal

Americans with family abroad.  Across the United States,
citizens not directly targeted by plans to halt entries from
six majority-Muslim nations are nevertheless finding their
lives disrupted and families torn apart. Iranian-American
Madhis Keshavarz, whose father died on February 16 with
relatives unable to visit him in his US hospital bed, is one
such victim of the uncertainty. 

“They stole from my father the chance to say goodbye
to the ones he loved the most,” the Los Angeles resident
said, tears rolling down her cheeks.  Trump has said a travel
ban is needed to preserve US national security and keep
out extremists. His first effort, in January, banned travelers
from seven majority-Muslim countries and all refugees but
was blocked by a court in Washington state on the grounds
that it violated the constitution’s prohibition of religious
discrimination.  

That block was upheld on appeal, and the administra-
tion said it would revise the ban to better adhere to the
law. It aims to close US borders to nationals of Iran, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen for 90 days, and all
refugees for at least 120 days. Iraq was on the original ban
but removed in the revision. But the new executive order
has run into the same problems in Hawaii and Maryland. In
the confusion over the initial executive order, Keshavarz’s
uncle, a German citizen who has visited the US some 30
times, found himself unable to get a visa to attend his
brother’s death bed, despite having his papers in order.

Denied a goodbye 
“My father was an organ donor. Some American is now

walking around breathing because of him, and he was
denied the basic right to say goodbye to the ones he loved
the most,” said Keshavarz, a media strategist.  One of her
close friends, a Briton who has dual Iranian nationality but
has not been there in more than a decade, encountered
similar problems when she decided to come to the US to
support her grieving friend. 

As a British national she didn’t need a visa but sought
advice anyway from US consular officials in London. “They
said to her you need a visa. They took her British passport
and kept it to review it. She had to wait to get her passport
back, so missed her flight,” Keshavarz said.  Other members
of her family have also seen their lives disrupted.  “My
young cousin who is engaged to be married hasn’t been
able to see his fiancÈe since the end of last year,” Keshavarz
said. “She’s been waiting for a visa to come and it’s on hold.
Her status has been floating with no indication of it chang-
ing, despite a number of calls to all sorts of people, so all
the planning of the wedding is suspended.” She acknowl-
edges that some of this bureaucracy already existed under
the previous administration but adds that at least people
knew the procedure, whereas “now embassies have no
idea.”Some 400,000 people of Iranian origin, often with

dual citizenship, live in and around Los Angeles, among
more than one million in total in the US. 

Leaders in technology
“I’ve always had tons and tons of problems. We never

had it easy, even before Trump,” said Madhi Rahimi, 31, who
works in a Silicon Valley IT research company. “It was always
difficult to get the visas. It was always single entry so for
many friends and me it meant not going home. That one
time I went home it took me four months to come back to
the US.” Only his mother and younger brother have been
able to visit in a decade spent in San Francisco, he says, and
their applications took nine months to be approved. Arash
Saedinia, a 43-year-old Iranian American who teaches
English literature, talks anxiously of a period of intense

worry for his entire community.”Green-card holders are
now reluctant to leave the country for a short trip to
Mexico, to visit family or friends, to take a job overseas,” the
LA resident said.

A list released at the end of 2015 by Persian Tech
Entrepreneurs, a group of young Iranian Americans active
in technology, showed that many members of the commu-
nity had reached the top ranks of some of the most power-
ful players in Silicon Valley. Yet they are still “demonized,”
says Keshavarz, even though many were forced to flee their
homeland in the first place because of Iran’s CIA-backed
1953 coup. “Whatever you do you are not viewed as being
an American, not treated like one, and it’s tiresome,” she
said. “It’s a very deep wound to have consistently to prove
yourself and be deemed worthy of a citizenship.”— AFP 

Travel ban ‘a deep wound’ for Iranian Americans

By David Lawder

W
ary of their first official encounter
with US President Donald Trump’s
blustery trade agenda, the world’s

top finance officials were relieved to find
new Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
polite and business-like over the weekend.
But they yielded ground to the newcomer’s
push for the Group of 20 major economies
to abandon a decade-old pledge to resist
protectionism and to delete communique
language on financing the fight against cli-
mate change. According to G20 officials
who interacted with Mnuchin at the meet-
ing in the spa and casino town of Baden-
Baden, Germany, many opted not to chal-
lenge Mnuchin on protectionism language.

Instead they chose to give some space
to him and Trump’s new administration to
refine their trade views in the hopes for
moderation by the time Germany hosts a
G20 leader’s summit in July. Five weeks into
his new job, the former Goldman Sachs and
commercial banker is currently the only
Senate-confirmed Trump appointee work-
ing at Treasury. And the Trump administra-
tion has not yet decided on the specific

policies it will use to make good on cam-
paign pledges to shrink US trade deficits
and grow American manufacturing jobs.

Options under consideration range from
more aggressive anti-dumping enforce-
ment efforts to renegotiating trade deals
and enacting a proposed border tax levied
on imports. During his campaign, Trump
threatened unilateral tariffs on Mexican
and Chinese goods and said he would quit
the North American Free Trade agreement
unless it is renegotiated to his liking.  “We
have a new administration in Washington
which still has to define precisely its narra-
tive, especially in the context of what was
said in the campaign,” said Pierre Moscovici,
European Commission Economic Affairs
Minister. “I think Mnuchin is an articulate,
constructive and pragmatic man,”
Moscovici said. “More work needs to be
done to find common ground. It was not
ready here. It is not a total surprise.”

First impressions
Japanese Finance Minister Taro Aso, who

tangled with Mnuchin’s predecessor, Jack
Lew, last year over dollar-yen exchange rate
volatility, said he was impressed with

Mnuchin’s understanding of economics
and financial markets. “That’s why I think
we can do good business together,” Aso
told reporters. In the G20 plenary sessions,
Mnuchin took to the floor only once, read-
ing from a prepared statement, according
to a G20 official, while counterparts from
China and France argued forcefully in favor
of keeping the anti-protectionism pledge.
While Mnuchin concentrated on making
good first impressions with his G20 coun-
terparts, US negotiators behind the scenes
insisted that they could no longer accept
previous language vowing “to resist all
forms of protectionism.”

This was replaced with a watered-down
pledge to “strengthen the contribution of
trade to our economies” - language viewed by
some participants as preserving US flexibility
on trade policy. German Finance Minster
Wolfgang Schaeuble, who met with Mnuchin
in Berlin before the Baden Baden meeting,
said consensus could not be reached on the
meaning of protectionism. He suggested at a
news conference that Mnuchin may not have
had a clear mandate to negotiate on trade
issues. Asked about this, Mnuchin said he
knows Trump’s desires on trade and negotiat-

ed them from Baden Baden, adding: “the new
language makes sense.”

Ritualistic phrase
The deletion of a “ritualistic phrase” in

the G20’s core language could over time
diminish U.S. influence, said Eswar Prasad, a
former International Monetary Fund official
and  trade policy professor at Cornell
University. “The US may have won this bat-
tle by forcefully imposing its will on the rest
of the G20, but the outcome represents a
step backward in US global leadership on
issues such as the promotion of free trade
and tackling climate change,” said Prasad. 

But the Baden Baden meeting established
Mnuchin as a pragmatic operator in the
Trump administration’s drive for a more level
playing field on trade, said Domenico
Lombardi, another former IMF official now
with the Centre for International Governance
Innovation, a Canadian think-tank. “It’d be in
the interest of Germany and Europe to estab-
lish a strong, bilateral relationship with the new
Treasury secretary rather than questioning his
authority,” Lombardi said. “The alternative for
them would be to negotiate directly with
Trump and that would be worse.” — Reuters

G20 gives Mnuchin space to define Trump trade agenda

LOS ANGELES: Madhis Keshavarz shows a photo of her father Massoud Keshavarz at her home in Los Angeles. As US
President Donald Trump battles to reinstate his revised travel ban, one overlooked effect has been the havoc
wreaked on legal Americans with family abroad. — AFP 



PARIS: Former France captain Fabien Galthie will take over as coach of rugby
giants Toulon with Englishman Mike Ford leaving at the end of the season,
the Top 14 side said yesterday. The 48-year-old Galthie will “take the reins of
the entire sports sector” assisted by Fabrice Landreau and Marc
Dal Maso, the club confirmed minutes after announcing Ford’s
departure. Ford, 51, was brought in to replace Diego
Dominguez in October after the former three-time
European champions endured a poor start to the season.
Toulon-French champions in 2014 — are stuck in a fierce
battle to make the end-of-season play-offs. Galthie, without
a club since leaving his coaching role at Montpellier in
December 2014, and Landreau, sacked by Grenoble before
the start of the season, have signed two-year deals. The
duo guided Stade Francais to the French title in
2007. “Fabien Galthie will proceed to set up a tech-
nical staff of his choice,” Toulon said in a state-
ment. Galthie, a former France international
scrum-half, also led Montpellier to a Top 14 run-
ner-up spot in 2011. —AFP
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LONDON: Drug use in amateur sport in Britain is ‘fast
becoming a crisis’, UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) said yesterday in
response to a BBC poll that revealed widespread use of per-
formance enhancing substances at grassroot levels. Some
35 percent of the 1,025 adult men and women members of
amateur sports clubs, teams and gyms who were polled
said they personally knew someone who had doped, and
eight percent had taken steroids.  Half felt the use of per-
formance enhancing drugs (PEDs) was widespread among
those who played competitive sport and 49 percent
thought drugs were easily available. The online poll was
carried out by ComRes between Jan 27-31, 2017.  “The fig-
ures as regards the prevalence of performance-enhancing
substances at an amateur level are incredibly alarming,”
UKAD chief Nicole Sapstead told the BBC. “I don’t think any
sport can say that they don’t have a problem at an amateur
level.”  Sapstead said UKAD needed greater powers and
extra cash from individual sports governing bodies to
“address what is fast becoming a crisis for sport”. — Reuters

UKAD alarmed by drug use 

in British amateur sport

GENEVA: FIFA has banned for life the referee who awarded a disputed penalty
for South Africa against Senegal in a World Cup qualifying match. Referee
Joseph Lamptey of Ghana gave a penalty for a non-existent handball against
Senegal defender Kalidou Koulibaly. Replays clearly showed the ball struck

Koulibaly’s knee and then dropped to the ground. Lamptey was found
guilty of breaching the rule relating to “unlawfully influencing

match results,” FIFA said yesterday. His assistant was cleared. “All
charges against the Ghanaian match official David Lionheart Nii
Lartey Laryea, whose behavior had also been the subject of inves-
tigations, were dismissed,” FIFA said. South Africa scored the

penalty kick to lead 1-0 in the 42nd minute in Polokwane last
November. The home team went on to beat
Senegal 2-1 and is now in second place in the
four-team group after two matches. Senegal is
third, with only the group winner advancing
to play in Russia. FIFA declined to give more
details of why its disciplinary panel imposed a

life ban on the referee. —AP

FIFA bans referee for life 

over disputed penalty

Galthie to replace 

Ford as Toulon coach

GOLF

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Shooting tournament of the Public Authority for
sports concluded Sunday evening at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex. The tournament which
was organized by Kuwait Shooting Sport in skeet, trap,
double trap, 10m air rifle and pistol, and 50m rifle was
attended by President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi, Secretary General
Obaid Al-Osaimi and KSSC board member Eng. Hussam Al-
Roumi, along with Colonel Ghannam Salem and Lt. Colonel
Salaf Al-Huraiji from the National Guard.

Shooting tourney concludes

NEW YORK: Tiger Woods still feels he has a
chance to compete for a fifth Masters tri-
umph in two weeks but his back remains
an issue, the golfer said yesterday.

The 14-time major champion has not
played since withdrawing from last month’s
Dubai Desert Classic with ongoing back
spasms. Woods is promoting a new book
about his first triumph at Augusta in 1997
and when asked on television’s Good
Morning America show if he would com-
pete at the National this year he said, “God,
I hope so. I’m trying. I’m trying everything I
can do to be able to get back and play. I
love that event. It has meant so much to
me in my life.” Woods said while his spirit is
willing, his body remains an issue when it
comes to being able to train well enough
to prepare for the rigors of four rounds at a
major event, something he has done only
twice since the 2013 PGA Championship.

“I know that the mind is sharp, I just
need to get the body willing to do it,”
Woods said. “That’s the hard part is getting
the prep time in.”

Woods became the first black golfer to
win a major and the youngest champion
in Masters history at age 21 with the land-
mark victory in what was then an Augusta
National course record. The tale is the sub-
ject of his new book: “The 1997 Masters:
My Story.” Woods, 41, has won the Masters
four times but could miss the tournament
for the third time in four years. “It has so
much history and meaning to me that I’d

love to get back,” Woods said.

PRACTICING BUT NO ROUNDS 
Woods told USA Today he would attend

the Champions Dinner at Augusta National
in two weeks at Augusta National even if he
does not tee off with the field two days lat-
er. “I do have a chance,” Woods told the
newspaper. “I’m working on my game. I just
need to get to a point where I feel like I’m
good enough and I’m healthy enough to
do it. “I’ve been practicing. I haven’t been
playing (rounds)... It’s building, but I still
have a little ways to go.”

Woods missed the 2014 Masters with a
back injury and missed all of the 2015-16
season following back surgery. He made his
comeback last December after a 15-month
hiatus at the Hero World Challenge, then
missed the cut at Torrey Pines in January
before pulling out at Dubai after an open-
ing 77. Woods, who has not won a major
title since the 2008 US Open, has not made
the cut in a major since the 2015 Masters,
where he finished 17th.

Two weeks ago, Woods said he would be
unable to play in last week’s Arnold Palmer
Invitational “due to ongoing rest and reha-
bilitation on my back” and said then he had
no timetable for his return but treatments
were “going well.”

Woods, second on the all-time major
wins list to the 18 of Jack Nicklaus, has won
79 career PGA titles, three shy of Sam
Snead’s all-time record. — AFP

Tiger ‘trying everything’ 

to compete at Masters

ORLANDO: Marc Leishman, of Australia, poses with his family, while holding the championship trophy after winning the Arnold Palmer
Invitational golf tournament in Orlando, Fla., Sunday. With Leishman are sons, Harvey, 5, left, and Oliver, 3, and wife, Audrey. —AP

FLORIDA: Australian Marc Leishman sank a
monster eagle putt at the par-five 16th and
stormed to a one-stroke victory at the Arnold
Palmer Invitational in Florida on Sunday.

With a finish that would have earned the
approval of the late tournament host, Leishman
sank a 50-footer dead centre and then made
clutch up-and-down pars at the final two holes
to secure the win at Bay Hill.

The 33-year-old carded 69 to finish on 11-
under-par 277 for the tournament, clinching his
second PGA Tour victory and an invitation to the
April 6-9 U.S. Masters. Overnight leaders Charley
Hoffman and Kevin Kisner, who both hit 73s, fin-
ished tied for second on 10-under.

Rory McIlroy, who will move up from third to
second in the world rankings behind Dustin
Johnson, needed a birdie at the last to draw lev-
el with Leishman but three-putted to finish two
strokes behind after carding a 69. 

“I holed some good putts on the last few
holes. They all went in the middle of the hole,
which is nice,” Leishman said after a celebratory
hug with his wife Audrey and their two young
boys. “Obviously the putter was there with me all
week. The putter has been amazing this year. It’s
been really close and I just haven’t played quite
like how I wanted to on Sundays but today was
the day.” Leishman blew away a strong field to
win the Nedbank Challenge by six strokes on the
European Tour in South Africa 15 months ago
but this was his first PGA Tour victory since his
maiden triumph at Hartford in 2012.

And it was Leishman’s first victory in the US
since his wife nearly died of toxic shock two

years ago. She is now healthy again and preg-
nant with their third child. Leishman also took
time to pay his respects to Palmer, who died in
September at the age of 87. 

“Mr Palmer was an awesome guy who I was
lucky enough to meet a few times at this tourna-
ment,” he said. “Another reason why it’s so spe-
cial this week, this is the first time I’ve won a

tournament with my family here. It all came
together. Leishman, the third Australian to win
at Bay Hill after Rod Pampling in 2006 and Jason
Day last year, credited a new driver with his
improved form.

“I’ve been playing well all year,” he said. “It’s
really been a game changer. It’s funny, this game
is a lot easier out of the fairway.” — Reuters

Leishman wins Arnold Palmer 

Invitational by one stroke

TOKYO: The club scheduled to hold the 2020
Tokyo Olympics golf events voted to admit
women as full members yesterday, scrapping an
all-male policy that had been heavily criticised
and put its hosting rights in jeopardy.

The private Kasumigaseki Country Club took
the decision to change its bylaws at an extraordi-
nary board meeting after being told last month
that the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
would find another venue if the policy remained
unaltered. The Saitama prefecture venue is
scheduled to host both men’s and women’s tour-
naments in July and August 2020 but rules for-
bidding women from both playing on Sundays
or becoming full members had been roundly
condemned, leading to yesterday’s vote. “We are
pleased to learn that the Kasumigaseki Country
Club voted today... to amend the club’s member-
ship policy in keeping with the spirit of the
Olympic Charter,” Tokyo Games chief Yoshiro

Mori said in a statement. “On behalf of the Tokyo
2020 Organising Committee, I’d like to extend
my gratitude to the members of the club for
their understanding and cooperation.

“I also would like to express my admiration
for the club’s endeavour to come to an agree-
ment in such a short period of time.” The club
was closed due to a national holiday on Monday,
meaning no one was available for comment
when contacted by Reuters.

IOC vice president John Coates had last
month said that organisers would seek an alter-
native venue if the club could not achieve gen-
der equality and Olympic chief Thomas Bach reit-
erated the governing body’s stance last week.

“Kasumigaseki Country Club is an outstand-
ing venue with excellent courses, and we are
proud it will be hosting world’s top-tier golfers
from all over the world for the Olympics Games,”
Mori added of the decision.— Reuters

Anna Nordqvist, of Sweden, holds the trophy after winning The Bank of Hope
Founders Cup LPGA golf tournament Sunday, March 19, 2017, in Phoenix. —(AP
Photo/Rick Scuteri)

Tokyo 2020 golf venue votes 

to admit women members

Double Trap Men:
Ahmad Al-Afasi, Mishal Al-Sanad,
Hamad Al-Afasi
Trap Men:
Talal Al-Rashidi, Abdelrahman Al-
Faihan, Tami Al-Rashidi
Skeet Men:

Mansour Al-Rashidi
Abdelaziz Al-Faihan
Nasser Al-Daihani
Skeet Women:
Sheikha Al-Rashidi
Afrah Mohammad
Eman Al-Shamma

Trap Women:
Sarah Al-Hawal
Rasha Al-Fares
Asmaa Al-Qatami
50m Rifle Women Beginners
Shamma Al-Rashidi
Fajer Al-Dubaib

Liyan Al-Mutairi
10m Pistol Women Beginners
Yasmeen Al-Tamimi
Al-Kawthar Nasser
Amira Awadh
10m Rifle Men Beginners
Eid Al-Mulaifi

Khalid Nasser
Falah Mohammad
10m Pistol Men Beginners
Abdelaziz Al-Sasheer
Nasser Al-Enezi
Nasser Al-Thafeeri.

Results of the tournament are as follows
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BASKETBALL

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 44 26 .629 -       
Toronto 41 29 .586 3       
NY Knicks 27 42 .391 16.5  
Philadelphia 26 43 .377 17.5  
Brooklyn 13 56 .188 30.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 46 23 .667 -       
Indiana 35 34 .507 11      
Milwaukee 34 35 .493 12      
Detroit 34 36 .486 12.5  
Chicago 33 37 .471 13.5  

Southeast Division
Washington 42 27 .609 -       
Atlanta 37 32 .536 5       
Miami 34 36 .486 8.5   
Charlotte 30 39 .435 12      
Orlando 25 45 .357 17.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 43 27 .614 -       
Oklahoma City 40 29 .580 2.5   
Denver 33 36 .478 9.5   
Portland 32 37 .464 10.5  
Minnesota 28 41 .406 14.5  

Pacific Division
Golden State 55 14 .797 -       
LA Clippers 41 29 .586 14.5 
Sacramento 27 43 .386 28.5  
Phoenix 22 48 .314 33.5  
LA Lakers 20 50 .286 35.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 53 16 .768 -       
Houston 48 22 .686 5.5   
Memphis 40 30 .571 13.5  
Dallas 30 39 .435 23      
New Orleans 29 41 .414 24.5  

NBA results/standings
Cleveland 125, LA Lakers 120; San Antonio 118, Sacramento 102; New Orleans 123, Minnesota 109; Toronto 116, Indiana 91; Portland 115,
Miami 104; Detroit 112, Phoenix 95; Philadelphia 105, Boston 99; Dallas 111, Brooklyn 104.

LOS ANGELES: Cleveland Cavaliers’ Kyrie Irving, center, drives past Los Angeles Lakers’ Julius Randle, right, as
Lakers’ D’Angelo Russell watches during the second half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, in Los Angeles. The
Cavaliers won 125-120. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving scored 46
points, and the Cleveland Cavaliers
used a fourth-quarter rally to knock off
the Los Angeles Lakers 125-120 on
Sunday. Irving connected on 15-of-21
shots from the floor and 6-of-10 from
three-point range for the Cavaliers,
who increased their lead over the
Boston Celtics for first place in the
Eastern Conference to 2 1/2 games.
LeBron James contributed 34 points,
seven assists and six rebounds, and
Kevin Love added 21 points and 15
boards for Cleveland. D’Angelo Russell,
who hit seven three-pointers, scored a
career-high 40 points for the Lakers,
who lost their fifth in a row. Jordan
Clarkson had 19 points and Brandon
Ingram chipped in 18 for Los Angeles.

76ERS 105, CELTICS 99
Dario Saric scored 23 points and

Robert Covington nailed a go-ahead
three-pointer with 3:41 left as
Philadelphia beat Boston. Saric and
Covington, who finished with 16
points, combined for nine in the final
5:27 as Philadelphia rallied from a 13-
point third-quarter deficit to win for
the third time in four games. Boston’s
Al Horford scored a season-high 27
points and had eight rebounds and
six assists. Jae Crowder added 15
points as the Celtics saw a three-game
winning streak end. They played their
second straight game without All-Star
guard Isaiah Thomas, who rested a
sore right knee. He is expected to
return Monday night against
Washington.

SPURS 118, KINGS 102
Pau Gasol scored 22 points off the

bench and LaMarcus Aldridge added
18 points in 21 minutes to help push
San Antonio to an easy win over
Sacramento at the AT&T Center. The
Spurs snapped a two-game losing
streak, and they still haven’t lost three

contests in a row this season. They
also swept the four-game season
series from Sacramento. Kawhi
Leonard hit for 12 points for the Spurs,
his season-low scoring output as he
missed nine of his 12 shots from the
floor. Tony Parker scored 16 points for
San Antonio, which moved to within
two games of idle Golden State for
the best record in the NBA.

TRAIL BLAZERS 115, HEAT 104
Damian Lillard scored a season-high

49 points to lead Portland over Miami. It
was Lillard’s 13th game this season with
30 or more points and his fourth with 40
or more. He started the night seventh in
the league in scoring with an average of
26.5 points per game. Jusuf Nurkic
added 21 points and 12 rebounds for
the Blazers, and CJ McCollum scored 18
points. James Johnson came off Miami’s
bench to produce 24 points, seven
rebounds and five assists. Hassan
Whiteside battled foul trouble and had
17 points and 10 rebounds for his 12th
straight double-double. Goran Dragic
also had 17 points.

MAVERICKS 111, NETS 104
J.J. Barea scored 11 of his 20 points

in the fourth quarter as Dallas never
trailed but was forced to hold on
against Brooklyn. Dirk Nowitzki led
the Mavs with 23 points but was not
on the floor when Berea scored nine
straight points in a span of 2:31.
Nowitzki had 20 points in the first
three quarters when the Mavericks
took an 82-72 lead. He became the
sixth NBA player to score at least
31,000 career points. Despite Barea’s
clutch baskets, Dallas did not seal the
game until the final minute. The Nets
were within 103-101 after two free
throws by Randy Foye with 80 sec-
onds left, but consecutive hoops by
Harrison Barnes secured the win.
Brook Lopez led the Nets with 27

points. Jeremy Lin exited the game
with a sprained right ankle.

PISTONS 112, SUNS 95
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope had 23

points and eight assists, and Detroit
snapped a three-game losing streak.
Andre Drummond contributed a dou-
ble-double-his 46th- with 18 points
and 18 rebounds for Detroit. Marcus
Morris had 16 points and Reggie
Jackson 14. Aron Baynes contributed
13 points and a career-high 17
rebounds off the bench. Tyler Ulis had
17 points and 11 assists for the Suns,
who had just eight available players.

RAPTORS 116, PACERS 91
DeMar DeRozan scored 22 points

to lead Toronto over Indiana. Serge
Ibaka added 16 points for Toronto.
DeMarre Carroll and Jakob Poeltl con-
tributed 12 points apiece, Cory Joseph
scored 11 points and had nine assists,
and Jonas Valanciunas scored 11
points and grabbed 13 rebounds. It
was the 26th double-double of the
season for Valanciunas, which leads
the team. Paul George led the Pacers
with 18 points. Thaddeus Young and
Jeff Teague each scored 16 points and
Monta Ellis added 10.  Teague also
had seven assists.

PELICANS 123, TIMBERWOLVES 109
Anthony Davis scored 28 points

and keyed a 12-0, fourth-quarter run
with a layup and two assists to power
New Orleans over Minnesota. Jordan
Crawford added 22 points off the
bench for the Pelicans, who led 102-
99 with 6:28 left after Minnesota’s
Karl-Anthony Towns slammed home a
dunk. But in the next 3:01, New
Orleans scored 12 straight to extend
the advantage to 114-99 with 3:12
left. Towns led all scorers with 33
points, but Minnesota lost for the
fourth time in five games. — Reuters

Kyrie scores 46 points

as Cavaliers beat Lakers

1- Golden State Warriors (55 - 14) Last
week: 3 - The Warriors are back on top
after winning their last three games fol-
lowing a three-game losing streak. Also
good news is that injured forward Kevin
Durant was cleared to travel with the
team on its upcoming road trip.

2- San Antonio Spurs (53 - 16) Last
week: 1 - San Antonio got LaMarcus
Aldridge back from a minor hear t
arrhythmia, but much of the chatter sur-
rounding the Spurs at this point in the
season is the performance of Kawhi
Leonard. The back-to-back Defensive
Player of the Year has shown that he can
be an el ite scorer too:  he enters
tonight’s game averaging 26.3 points
per game this season.

3- Houston Rockets (48 -  22) Last
week: 2 - James Harden continues to
register numbers to back up his MVP
bid: he is the first player in NBA history
to record a 40-point triple-double on
back-to-back nights after he did so on
Friday and Saturday.

4- Cleveland Cavaliers (46 - 23) Last
week: 5 -  In Sunday ’s  win over the
Lakers, LeBron James, Kyrie Irving and
Kevin Love combined for 101 points, the
most they have ever scored in a game
for the Cavs. The trio sat out for rest in
Saturday’s loss to the Clippers, setting
the team’s all-time record when its ‘Big
3’ do not play at 0 - 4.

5- Boston Celtics (44 - 26) Last week:
7 - Sunday’s loss to the 76ers is some-
what understandable given the fact
that Isaiah Thomas did not play, but it
also sends a warning message to coach
Brad Stevens as his team approaches
the playoffs, which is that the team
might struggle heavily if the opposition
manages to contain his star player.

6- Washington Wizards (42 - 27) Last
week: 4 - The Wizards won only one of
their last four games, and it needed a
career-high 20 assists from John Wall to
fend off the struggling Bulls in that
game. Further losses could cost them
the third place in the East’s standings
that allows them to avoid a potential
second round matchup with the Cavs.

7- Utah Jazz (43 - 27) Last week: 6 -
Rudy Gobert’s impressive play has made
him the likely top candidate for this
year’s NBA Defensive Player of the Year
Award. He has shown an uncanny ability
throughout the season to guard the
perimeter and the post with parallel
efficiency that is unmatched for a player
in his position and physical attributes.

8- Oklahoma City Thunder (40 - 29)
Last week:  13 - Russel l  Westbrook
recorded his 34th triple-double of the
season in Thursday ’s  win over the
Raptors. He needs seven more to tie
Oscar Robertson’s single-season record,
and must average 7.3 rebounds per
game and 8.2 assists per game over the
final 13 games to average a triple-dou-
ble for the season.

9- Toronto Raptors (41 -  29) Last
week: 12 - Serge Ibaka provided the
offensive surge that helped supplement
DeMar DeRozan’s  scoring in the
absence of Kyle Lowry, as the Raptors
won its last two games following a dis-
appointing loss to the Thunder last
Thursday.

10- Los Angeles Clippers (41 - 29) Last
week: 8 - Despite his team cruising eas-
ily past the Cavs on Saturday, coach Doc
Rivers was not a fan of Cleveland’s deci-
sion to sit out its ‘Big 3’ for rest, calling
the league to adjust the schedule and
prevent back-to-back days before or
after nationally televised games.

11- Miami Heat (34 - 36) Last week: 10
- Before losing to the Blazers on Sunday,
the Heat were an NBA-best 23-5 since
Jan 17. That performance had helped
them climb to the seventh spot in the
East’s standings before Sunday’s loss
dropped them back to ninth place.

12- Milwaukee Bucks (34 - 35) Last
week: 11 - Greg Monroe failed to live
up to high expectations when
Milwaukee signed him in 2015 as their
starting center, but ever since he transi-
tioned into the bench this season, he
has been a key reason behind the Bucks
having one of the best reserve squads
among playoff contenders.

13- Denver Nuggets (33 - 36) Last
week: 15 - Nikola Jokic’s triple-double
in Thursday’s win over the Clippers was
his fifth of the season, which is the
highest by a Denver player s ince
Lafayette Lever had five in 1989-90
(according to ESPN Stats and
Information).

14- Portland Trail Blazers (32 - 37)
Last week: 16 - The Blazers continue to
pose the most serious threat to Denver’s
hopes of finishing the regular season in
the eighth and last playoff-qualifying
spot in the West’s standings. They won
four of their last five games, including
three straight.

15- Memphis Grizzlies (40 - 30) Last
week: 19 - With his season-high 24
points in Monday’s win over the Bucks,
Vince Car ter joined Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, John Stockton, Michael Jordan,
Robert Parish and Karl Malone as the
only players in league history to have a
20-point game over the age of 40.

16- Atlanta Hawks (37 - 32) Last week:
9 - Leading scorer Paul Millsap’s knee
injury is the latest blow to the Playoff
hopes of the Hawks who entered last
night’s match against the Hornets on a
three-game losing streak.

17- Dallas Mavericks (30  39) Last
week:  14 - A week after becoming only
one of six players in league history to
score over 30,000 points in his career,
Dirk Nowitzki passed Peja Stojakovic for
14th on the all-t ime three pointers
made list.

18- Indiana Pacers (35 -  34)  Last
week: 18 - With their loss to the Raptors
Sunday, the Pacers have alternated wins
and losses for 13 straight games; a fran-
chise record. That game also showcased
their interior defense and rebounding
struggles as they fai led to contain
Toronto’s bigs or keep them off the
glass.

19- Detroit  Pistons (34 -  36) Last
week: 17 - The Pistons play five of their
next seven games this month on the
road, where they have a record of 11 -
22.  Their  per formance during that
stretch will likely determine whether
they make it to the postseason or not.

20- Chicago Bulls (33 - 37) Last week:
21 - Speaking of waning playoff hopes,
the Bulls’ bid to make it past the regular
season was dealt with a heavy blow
after it was announced that Dwyane
Wade will miss the team’s remaining
games due to injury.

21- New Orleans Pelicans (29 - 41)
Last week: 23 - Here is an interesting
fact about DeMarcus Cousins: his 19
technical fouls this season are the high-
est by any player in the league since
Rasheed Wallace had 21 in 2006-07.
Moreover, he has reportedly lost over $1
million in fines and suspension pay
throughout his career so far.

22- Minnesota Timberwolves (28 - 41)
Last week: 20 - Karl-Anthony Towns
had 39 points and Ricky Rubio dished a
career-high 19 assists to help their team
beat the Wizards last  Monday.  The
Wolves have lost three games since
then, putting their playoff hopes in real
doubt.

23- Charlotte Hornets (30 - 39) Last
week: 22 - What started as a promising
season for the Hornets has turned into
yet another disappointing campaign in
Charlotte. Defense has been a key factor
to determining their record, as they
rank 18th in the league in defensive effi-
ciency after the All-Star break after
ranking in the top ten before that.

24- Philadelphia 76ers (26 - 43) Last
week: 25 - The 76ers have won three of
their last four games, with their only
loss being a two-point defeat to the
Warriors.  Their  late -season push is
unlikely to result in a place in the play-
offs, however.

25- Brooklyn Nets (13 - 56) Last week:
28 - Brooklyn registered two wins in five
days against their cross-river rivals New
York, a rare bright spot in the season for
a Nets team that is heading towards an
uncertain future.

26- New York Knicks (27 - 42) Last
week: 26 - You know your defense must
be really bad when you lose to the Nets
twice in one week, and allow them to
score at least 120 points in each of
those losses.

27- Orlando Magic (25 -  45)  Last
week: 27 - Rumors have been going
around last week that the Magic could
extend and offer to Clippers’ current
president and coach Doc Rivers should
they decide to part ways with General
Manager Rob Hennigan this summer.

28- Sacramento Kings (27 - 43) Last
week: 30 - DeMarcus Cousins’ depar-
ture continues to provide more oppor-
tunities for Sacramento’s young bigs:
Rookie Skal Labissiere scored a career-
high 32 points in the Kings’ win over the
Suns on Wednesday.

29- Phoenix Suns (22 - 48) Last week:
24 - The Suns decided to shut down
starting point guard Eric Bledsoe for the
remaining games of the season in order
to help him heal his sore knee, while at
the same time give more opportunity to
younger players, particularly rookie
Tyler Ulis.

30- Los Angeles Lakers (20 - 50) Last
week: 29 - The Lakers, who have offi-
cially been eliminated from playoff con-
tention, lost nine of their last 10 games,
during which span they allowed their
opponents to score an average of 114.3
points. 

KUWAIT TIMES NBA POWER RANKINGS
By Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: In addition to its usual coverage of the NBA, Kuwait Times introduces a new feature this
year: the NBA Power Rankings. It is a weekly list ranking each team based on its performance dur-
ing the week. The Warriors reclaimed the top spot after a strong showing this past week. (For any
comments or suggestions, e-mail the writer at: a.jabr@kuwaittimes.net) 

GAZA: Tossing around tennis balls
and swinging makeshift bats, the
Palestinian women practising on a
soccer field are the vanguard of a
sport new to the Gaza Strip - base-
ball. Their coach, Mahmoud Tafesh,
is  introducing the game to the
enclave and eventually hopes to
form a national team to compete in
Asian baseball championships.

Tafesh ,  who played for  the
Palestine national soccer team for
16  years ,  t ra ined as  a  basebal l
coach in Egypt. He has recruited 40
women and 20 men, many of them
university students,  to learn the

spor t in facil it ies he rents at his
own expense.

“We have received no financial
support from anyone. I buy the balls
and I make the bats,” Tafesh told
Reuters.  But Tafesh has received
approval from Gaza’s Ministry of
Youth and Sport to establish the first
Palestinian Federation for Baseball
and Softball, and he hopes to hold
try-outs later this year for a five-
team league. On the soccer field,
women in traditional headscarves
lobbed bal ls  to batters  whose
enthusiasm made up for their lack of
a proper stance or grip in taking

their swings. “They know the rules
now and they need to practise the
game more and more,” Tafesh said.
“They are now good at throwing the
ball and at catching it.”

Valentina al-Shaer, a 21-year-old
student, said she has fielded criti-
cism on social media in conservative
Gaza for her sports activities. “Some
said that as girls you should be care-
ful not to go to hell. Others said that
girls should stay at home,” Shaer said.
Tafesh said he first became interest-
ed in baseball after seeing the sport
in American movies. He also watches
games on YouTube. —Reuters

Gaza coach introduces 

baseball to Palestinians
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Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 47 20 5 218 178 99
Minnesota 43 22 6 232 178 92
St. Louis 38 28 5 197 193 81
Nashville 35 25 11 209 201 81
Winnipeg 32 33 7 217 230 71
Dallas 28 33 10 195 233 66
Colorado 20 48 3 138 234 43

Pacific Division
San Jose 42 22 7 196 165 91
Anaheim 38 23 11 186 178 87
Calgary 41 27 4 201 193 86
Edmonton 38 24 9 207 186 85
Los Angeles 34 30 7 175 179 75
Vancouver 28 34 9 161 207 65
Arizona 26 36 9 172 227 61

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 41 23 8 199 180 90

Ottawa 39 24 8 188 185 86
Boston 38 27 6 205 188 82
Toronto 32 23 15 212 208 79
Tampa Bay 34 28 9 194 197 77
Florida 31 29 11 180 204 73
Buffalo 29 31 12 180 210 70
Detroit 28 31 11 177 210 67

Metropolitan Division
Washington 46 17 8 228 159 100
Columbus 47 18 6 228 164 100
Pittsburgh 45 17 9 249 198 99
NY Rangers 45 24 3 231 189 93
NY Islanders 33 26 12 210 218 78
Philadelphia 33 30 8 186 213 74
Carolina 30 27 13 182 203 73
New Jersey 26 33 12 164 209 64
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point
in the standings and are not included in the loss
column (L) 

NHL results/standings

Calgary 5, Los Angeles 2; Philadelphia 4, Carolina 3 (OT); Montreal 4, Ottawa 1; Chicago 6, Colorado 3;
Winnipeg 5, Minnesota 4; Columbus 4, New Jersey 1; Pittsburgh 4, Florida 0.

NHL

CRICKET

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan govern-
ment has barred the five cricketers
involved in alleged spot-fixing from
leaving the countr y.  The Pakistan
Cricket Board has provisionally sus-
pended Sharjeel Khan, Khalid Latif,
Mohammad Irfan, Shahzaib Hasan and
Nasir Jamshed from playing any form of
cricket for violating anti-corruption

code during the recent Pakistan Super
League. Jamshed is still in Britain, where
he was first arrested as part of investi-
gation into alleged corruption in the
PSL. The interior ministry said in a state-
ment that Irfan and Latif gave state-
ments to officials of the 

Federal Investigation Authority in
Lahore yesterday. Hasan and Sharjeel

are scheduled to give statements today.
Interior Minister Chaudhry Nisar Ali

Khan directed FIA officials to carry out a
thorough investigation against the five
players. Khan said there should be a
zero tolerance policy and anybody who
is involved in spot-fixing should not be
spared. The PCB has formed a separate
three-member tribunal which includes

a retired judge and a retired general to
conduct its  own inquir y against
Sharjeel and Latif.

Last week, the cricket board provi-
sionally suspended Irfan and Shahzaib
and gave them two weeks to respond
to the charges.

Last month, Sharjeel and Latif were
sent home from the United Arab

Emirates for alleged spot-fixing during
the PSL’s opening match.

The PCB’s anti-corruption unit ques-
tioned Irfan and Hasan during the PSL,
but they were allowed to compete in
the tournament. Both were provisional-
ly suspended after they gave state-
ments to the anti-corruption officials in
Lahore last week. — AP

Pakistan bars five cricketers from leaving country

RANCHI: Australian batsman and captain Steve Smith (R) is bowled as Indian wicketkeeper Wriddhiman Saha (C) reacts during the fifth day of the
third cricket Test match between India and Australia at the Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) Stadium complex in Ranchi yesterday. — AFP

RANCHI: Skipper Steve Smith said the momen-
tum was now firmly with Australia in their battle
against India after a fine final-day rearguard
action by his batsmen saw the visitors draw the
third Test yesterday.

Australia, who began their second innings
152 runs adrift of India, were in deep trouble
after being reduced to 63-4 before Peter
Handscomb (72 not out) and Shaun Marsh (53)
put on 124 for the fifth wicket.  The tourists
eventually reached 204 for 6 at stumps on the
fifth and final day, after the hosts made a mam-
moth 603-9 declared in their first innings in
Ranchi. Ravindra Jadeja claimed four wickets to
return overall match figures of 9-178 at India’s
newest Test venue. But Smith said Australia
would go into next weekend’s series finale in
Dharamsala full of confidence.  “If there’s any-
thing called momentum in cricket, it’s with our
side at this moment,” Smith told reporters after
the match. “India coming today would have
expected to bowl us out. I’m sure they’re hurting
a little bit in their change room. Having said that,
it’s (four-match series) 1-1 and looking forward
to the decider.” Cheteshwar Pujara (202) and
Wriddhiman Saha (117) were the main stars of
the match for India with a 199-run seventh-wick-
et stand on Sunday, while Smith himself scored
an imperious unbeaten 178 in Australia’s first
innings.  But it was Handscomb and Marsh’s 232-
minute resistance on the final day-broken only
late in the last session-that proved decisive.
Jadeja dismissed Marsh and his fellow spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin then claimed the wicket of
first innings centurion Glenn Maxwell for two,
giving India brief hope of a dramatic final twist
in the tale.

STICKING IT OUT 
But a composed Handscomb played out the

remaining few overs with Wade for company as
Australia avoided defeat in their 800th Test.  “I’m
proud with the way the boys were able to stick it
out today,” said Smith.

“The way Marsh and Handscomb batted
today was fantastic. I thought they played beau-
tifully. They didn’t look like they were getting out
for a while.  I’m really proud of them.

Jadeja, who claimed the prized scalp of Smith
for 21 second time round, caused problems for
all the Australian batsmen after the tourists
resumed the day on 23-2.

Fast bowler Ishant Sharma trapped Matt
Renshaw lbw for 15 in the morning session after
an altercation between the two players seemed
to have affected the left-handed batsman’s con-
centration. But it was Smith’s wicket that
brought a raucous home crowd to its feet after a
quiet first hour of play.

He tried to pad away a vicious turning deliv-
ery from Jadeja but it spun from outside leg to
rattle the right-hander’s off stump.  Speaking at
the post-match press-confrence, Kohli praised
Jadeja and Pujara for putting India in a strong
position after Australia’s first-innings 451.
“Jadeja’s bowling was outstanding. He was high-
class and proved why he is the joint top Test
bowler along with Ashwin,” said Kohli.  On man
of the match Pujara, who registered his third Test
double century, Kohli said: “He is the most com-
posed player in the team... someone like that is
priceless to have him in the team.”

Australia’s comeback paceman Pat Cummins
claimed four wickets, including that of captain
Kohli (6) who has managed just 46 runs in the
series.  Kohli, who injured his shoulder while
fielding on the opening day, did not take the

field for the rest of Australia’s innings but batted
at his usual number four position.

Constant run-ins between the players of the
two top sides kept alive the intense rivalry that
reached boiling point in the previous game,

when Kohli accused Smith of abusing the deci-
sion review system.

Australia won the first Test in Pune before
India came back to level the series in the ill-tem-
pered match in Bangalore. — AFP

Marsh, Handscomb help 

Australia draw third Test

Australia 1st innings 451 (S. Smith 178 not out, G.
Maxwell 104; R. Jadeja 5-124, U. Yadav 3-106)
India 1st innings 603-9 dec (C. Pujara 202, W. Saha 117;
P. Cummins 4-106, S. O’Keefe 3-199)
Australia 2nd innings (overnight 23-2; Renshaw seven
not out)
D. Warner b Jadeja 14
M. Renshaw lbw b Sharma 15
N. Lyon b Jadeja 2
S. Smith b Jadeja 21
S. Marsh c Vijay b Jadeja 53

P. Handscomb not out 72
G. Maxwell c Vijay b Ashwin 2
M. Wade not out 9
Extras (b9, lb4, nb3) 16
Total (6 wickets; 100 overs) 204
Did not bat bat: S. O’Keefe, P. Cummins, J. Hazlewood
Fall of wickets: 1-17 ( Warner),  2-23 (Lyon), 3-59
(Renshaw), 4-63 (Smith), 5-187 (Marsh), 6-190 (Maxwell)
Bowling: Ashwin 30-10-71-1, Jadeja 44-18-54-4, Yadav
15-2-36-0, Sharma 11-0-30-1 (3nb)
Result: Draw
Series: Four-match

SCOREBOARD 
RANCHI, India: Scoreboard at the close on the fifth and final day of the third Test between India and Australia in
Ranchi yesterday.

CHICAGO: Richard Panik #14 of the Chicago Blackhawks collides with Jeremy Smith #40
of the Colorado Avalanche as he tries to get off a shot in the third period at the United
Center on Sunday in Chicago, Illinois. The Blackhawks defeated the Avalanche 6-3. — AFP

Blackhawks beat Avalanche, 

Penguins defeat Panthers

CHICAGO: Jonathan Toews scored twice
while Richard Panik and Artemi Panarin
each had one in the third period to erase
Colorado’s two-goal lead and rally the
Chicago Blackhawks past the Avalanche 6-
3 on Sunday night for their fifth straight
win. Patrick Kane scored his team-leading
32nd goal and Marcus Kruger added an
empty-netter for Chicago, which won for
the 17th time in its last 20 games to pull
seven points ahead of second-place
Minnesota in the Central Division. The Wild
dropped their fifth straight, 5-4 to
Winnipeg on Sunday. With Chicago trailing
3-1, Toews tipped in Kane’s bouncing shot
at 10:17 of the third period to cut it to 3-2.
The goal withstood a video review that
showed Toews may have been offside.
Panik rifled in a loose puck from the slot 17
seconds later to tie it at 3. Panarin put
Chicago ahead 4-3 just 17 seconds after
that. Chicago backup Scott Darling
stopped 22 shots to extend his winning
streak to six games. Mikhail Grigorenko
scored twice and Sven Andrighetto had a
goal for the last-place Avalanche.

PENGUINS 4, PANTHERS 0
Sidney Crosby again picked up the slack

with Evgeni Malkin out, getting his 10th
career hat trick and leading the Pittsburgh
Penguins past the Florida Panthers.
Crosby’s natural hat trick came in a span of
11 minutes between the second and the
third period, pushing his goal total to an
NHL-high 40 and moving him into a tie
with Edmonton’s Conner McDavid for the
league scoring lead with 80 points.
Linemates Conor Sheary and Jake Guentzel
assisted on all three of Crosby’s goals. Patric
Hornqvist added his 18th of the season for
Pittsburgh. Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 21
shots for his 44th career shutout. The
Penguins remained one point behind
Columbus for second place in the
Metropolitan Division behind Washington.
Florida’s Jaromir Jagr joined Gordie Howe,
Mark Messier and Ron Francis as only play-
ers in NHL history to play in 1,700 games
but the Panthers saw their fading playoff
hopes take another hit.  Reimer finished
with 24 saves but received little help from
those in front of him.

BLUE JACKETS 4, DEVILS 1
Lukas Sedlak and Brandon Dubinsky

scored on penalty shots and the Columbus
Blue Jackets clinched their third playoff
berth in franchise history with a victory
over the New Jersey Devils. This was only
the third time in NHL history that a team
scored twice in a game on penalty shots.
Thomas Gradin and Ivan Hlinka of
Vancouver did it against Detroit in 1982,
and Ryane Clowe and Joe Thornton of San
Jose converted against Washington in
2009. The win was the fourth straight for
the Blue Jackets, gave them their first 100-

point season and moved them into a tie
with Washington for the NHL’s best record
with 11 games left.  Columbus, which
joined the league in 2000, last made the
playoffs in 2014. Boone Jenner added two
goals, one short-handed and the other into
an empty net. Sergei Bobrovsky made 35
saves for Columbus, which is 12-3-1 in its
last 16 games. Adam Henrique scored for
the Devils, whose season is all but over
after falling to 1-10-2 in its last 13.

JETS 5, WILD 4
Josh Morrissey one-timed in a goal with

7:17 left to end Minnesota’s rally from four
goals down and give the Winnipeg Jets a
chaotic victory over the Wild. It was
Minnesota’s fifth straight loss and they only
have two wins in their last 10 games.
Winnipeg led 4-0 early in the second period
after scoring on four of its first eight shots
but the  Wild rallied with four straight goals
in the second period. Andrew Copp and
Adam Lowry scored on Winnipeg’s first and
third shots, respectively, and Ben Chiarot
and Dustin Byfuglien also found the back of
the net. Mathieu Perreault and Blake
Wheeler each had a pair of assists, with
Wheeler getting to 500 career points. Chris
Stewart scored twice and Charlie Coyle and
Mikael Granlund also had goals for the Wild.

FLYERS 4, HURRICANES 3
Travis Konecny tied it with 42.9 seconds

left in the third period and Brayden Schenn
scored 38 seconds into overtime to lift the
Philadelphia Flyers over the Carolina
Hurricanes. Jordan Staal scored a power-
play goal with 8:11 left in the third to put
Carolina ahead 3-2 but Konecny scored
with Flyers goalie Steve Mason on the
bench for an extra attacker, then Schenn
ended it by finishing a rebound from close
range. Ivan Provorov had a goal and two
assists and Dale Weise also scored for
Philadelphia, which pulled within five
points of idle Toronto for the final playoff
spot in the Eastern Conference.
Philadelphia, which has 11 games remain-
ing, would have to pass three teams for a
postseason bid. Jeff Skinner and Elias
Lindholm also scored for Carolina, which is
six points out of the playoffs.

CANADIENS 4, SENATORS 1
Carey Price made 30 saves for his 33rd

win of the season as the Montreal
Canadiens defeated the Ottawa Senators to
sweep the home-and-home series.

Tomas Plekanec, Jordie Benn, Paul Byron
and Nathan Beaulieu scored for the
Canadiens, who lead the Atlantic Division
by four points over the Senators, who still
have one game in hand. Tom Pyatt scored a
first-period goal for the Senators. Craig
Anderson stopped 33 shots. The Canadiens
also beat the Senators in Ottawa on
Saturday, winning 4-3 in a shootout. —AP

LONDON: Formula One’s new rules are “just
what the doctor ordered”, even if rival teams
have become more competitive, according to
Mercedes motorsport head Toto Wolff.

The Austrian said in a preview for Sunday’s
Australian season-opener in Melbourne that
Mercedes, the dominant team of the past
three years, faced a big challenge.

“We have been very successful over the last
three years through stable rules-but no team
has ever maintained its success over such a
big regulation change before,” said Wolff.

“In a way, it’s just what the doctor ordered.
To have such a challenge is good for the team.

“We have done the best job we possibly
could over the winter and, if we are not the
fastest in Melbourne, then it’s about finding
out why and what needs to be done to get us
back to that top spot.”

Ferrari emerged from pre-season testing
with the quickest times, although the
Mercedes pairing of triple champion Lewis
Hamilton and Valtteri Bottas did the most laps
with impressive reliability. Bottas, previously

with Williams, has replaced 2016 world cham-
pion Nico Rosberg, who retired days after win-
ning his first title. Hamilton, winner of 53
grands prix over his career to date, starts the
season as favourite for a fourth championship
and to win the opening race. 

Bookmakers William Hill have the Briton at
10/11 for Melbourne, with Ferrari’s Sebastian
Vettel second favourite at 7/2 and Bottas at
6/1. “We believe that it is going to be another
Mercedes procession but the Australian Grand
Prix is often unpredictable,” said William Hill
spokesman Rupert Adams. Wolff said testing
in Barcelona had indicated “that the margins
at the front of the field have shrunk,” although
there was no way of knowing for sure.

Teams use testing to experiment with fuel
loads and power unit settings. Mercedes have
won 51 of 59 grands prix since the 1.6 litre V6
turbo hybrid units were introduced. The team
also started all but one of last season’s races
on pole position. Ferrari and Red Bull are the
only teams to have beaten Mercedes since
2013. —Reuters

Toto Wolff

MOTOR RACING

Rivals are closer warns 

Mercedes F1 boss Wolff
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KINGSTON UPON HULL:  World number
one Mohamed Elshorbagy, who headed
Egypt’s historic clean sweep of all four
finalists at last year’s British Open, is aim-
ing for a different kind of achievement at
the 2017 tournament which starts today.
The 27-year-old Bristol-based
Alexandrian will complete a hat-trick of
titles at the world’s oldest event if he tri-
umphs again, which would be the best
unbeaten British Open sequence by a
male player for two decades.  The last
man to win this tournament three times
in a row was Jansher Khan, the leg-

endary six-time champion from Pakistan.
While Elshorbagy may find it hard to
equal Jansher, it would nevertheless be
an outstanding achievement to win a
trio of titles in the faster, more prosper-
ous, and much more unpredictable
modern game.  Elshorbagy’s results have
been modest this year by his exceptional
standards, and include a loss to his
younger brother Marwan in his last tour-
nament, at Chicago three weeks ago. 

This may however be a misleading
sign. That is because Elshorbagy’s con-
cern is to avoid arriving in Hull in a simi-

lar state of near exhaustion to that with
which he struggled last year.  He has
competed less and embarked on better
balanced preparations at Millfield school
with the help of British Open legend
Jonah Barrington.  “I am at my most frag-
ile when I’ve had too many matches,”
Elshorbagy explained. 

He abandoned his hustling, energetic
style quite often at last year’s British
Open, relying instead on mental
strength and spoiling tactical varieties.

The wisdom of more careful prepara-
tions is emphasised by the boulder-

strewn path which has been placed
before Elshorbagy. 

He begins against Fares Dessouky, a
gifted young fellow Alexandrian who
got to the Canary Wharf final in London
ten days ago and reached a career-high
world number 11.

Trying to cope with this start may feel
formidably similar to facing a front-line
player amidst the inevitable uncertain-
ties of opening day conditions. 

And the doubtful reward for survival
might be another encounter with Daryl
Selby, the former British national cham-

pion who beat Elshorbagy at the St
George’s Hill tournament in London in
December.  He could then face a quar-
ter-final with another dangerous young
compatriot, Ali Farag, who upset him in
front of the Giza Pyramids in September,
and perhaps a semi-final with Nick
Matthew, the three-time former British
Open champion from England.

His marginally good news is that the
continued rise of Karim Gawad, the sur-
prise world champion, has earned the
number two seeding and ensured the
two cannot meet before the final. —AFP

Elshorbagy targets British Open hat-trick

LONDON: West Ham’s Andre Ayew celebrates after scoring during the English Premier League soccer match between West Ham and Leicester
City at London Stadium in London. — AP

Resurgent Mahrez helps 

Leicester win again

SQUASH

PARIS:  African Footballer of the Year Riyad
Mahrez opened the scoring as a Leicester City
revival continued at the weekend with a 3-2
English Premier League win at West Ham.

A return to form by the Algeria winger has
coincided with the ‘Foxes’ winning four consecu-
tive matches in all competitions since Italian
manager Claudio Ranieri was controversially
sacked. Gabonese Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang,
who preceded Mahrez as African Footballer of
the Year, remained the leading German
Bundesliga scorer after his goal gave Borussia
Dortmund a 1-0 win over Ingolstadt.

ENGLAND
RIYAD MAHREZ (Leicester)

The Algeria winger gave a strong display in
Leicester’s 3-2 victory at West Ham. Having
struggled for much of the season, he looks back
to his best since Ranieri’s sacking. Mahrez
enjoyed a stroke of luck to open the scoring in
the fifth minute when his cross evaded
Hammers goalkeeper Darren Randolph and
crept into the net.

ANDRE AYEW (West Ham)
The Ghana striker scored his fifth club goal of

the season, but couldn’t prevent West Ham suf-
fering more misery at their London Stadium
against Leicester. With West Ham trailing 3-1,
Ayew headed in after Andy Carroll won the ball
at the back post from a corner to reduce the
deficit in the 63rd minute. But the Hammers
couldn’t find an equaliser with Ayew guilty of fir-
ing over from one of hosts’ best opportunities.

IDRISSA GUEYE (Everton)
The Senegal midfielder was involved in a cru-

cial flashpoint in his side’s  4-0 win over Hull at
Goodison Park. Ronald Koeman’s team had
scored once in a tense encounter when Gueye
was caught by an aggressive challenge from Hull
midfielder Tom Huddlestone. Although Hull felt
the tackle was fair, the offence was deemed wor-
thy of a straight red card and Everton went on to
make the most of their numerical advantage.

RUDY GESTEDE (Middlesbrough)
The Benin striker notched his first Premier

League goal for Middlesbrough,  but
Manchester United ran out 3-1 winners at the
Riverside Stadium. Gestede had only one goal in
the FA Cup since joined Middlesbrough from
Aston Villa in January and he ended that barren
run with a cool close-range finish after Chris
Smalling failed to clear in the 77th minute.

SPAIN
KEVIN-PRINCE BOATENG (Las Palmas)

Ghanaian Boateng was central to Las Palmas’
1-0 win over Villarreal. The former AC Milan man
powered home a header for the only goal and
his eighth of the season after just 10 minutes.
Boateng was pulled down by Victor Ruiz when
clear on goal nine minutes later, provoking a red
card for the Villarreal defender.

LACINA TRAORE (Sporting Gijon)
Traore gave Sporting’s chances of beating the

drop a huge boast as his equaliser sparked a
three-goal burst in seven minutes to beat
Granada 3-1. The Ivory Coast striker tapped

home his second goal in Spanish football from
close range as Sporting leapfrogged Granada to
move within five points of safety.

ITALY
MOHAMED SALAH (Roma)

With Edin Dzeko on the bench for the visit of
Sassuolo, Salah provided Roma’s biggest attack-
ing threat and almost had the opener on two
minutes when he hit the side-netting. After
Leandro Paredes levelled Gregoire Defrel’s ninth-
minute strike for the visitors, Egyptian Salah put
Roma into the lead in first-half injury time when
he rushed in to poke home a loose ball after
Andrea Consigli had spilled Stephan El
Shaarawy’s shot in the six-yard box. Roma fin-
ished 3-1 winners.

AFRIYIE ACQUAH (Torino)
For a few second-half minutes Ghanaian mid-

fielder Acquah gave Torino fans hope of a win
over Inter Milan when he beat Samir Handanovic
with a superb strike. The 25-year-old’s maiden
Serie A goal of the season, and fifth in Italy’s top
flight, will be remembered, although it didn’t
win the game for Sinisa Mihajlovic’s men. Italy
winger Antonio Candreva levelled for Inter only
a few minutes later to grab a share of the points.

GERMANY
PIERRE-EMERICK AUBAMEYANG 

(Borussia Dortmund)
The Gabon hot-shot scored his ninth goal in

his last five games in Borussia Dortmund’s 1-0 win
at home to relegation-threatened Ingolstadt.
Aubameyang remains the league’s top scorer
with 23 league goals, ahead of Cologne’s Anthony
Modeste, who has 22, while Bayern Munich’s
Robert Lewandowski-last season’s Bundesliga
hot-shot with 30 — has netted 21 times.

SALOMON KALOU (Hertha Berlin)
The Ivory Coast veteran lasted just 30 min-

utes of Hertha’s 4-2 defeat at Cologne after his
thigh injury, which he picked up in training last
week, flared up. The 31-year-old was left limping
after a challenge from Cologne defender Pawel
Olkowski.

NABIL BENTALEB (Schalke 04) 
The Algeria midfielder squandered a golden

chance to score a late second goal for Schalke
when he came off the bench for their 1-0 win at
Mainz. The ex-Tottenham Hotspur player got
behind the defence and went one-on-one with
Mainz goalkeeper Jonas Loessl, but mistimed his
shot, which was saved. —AFP

LONDON:  Beleaguered Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger has decided to stay at the
club, according to British media reports
yesterday.

The Daily Telegraph and Daily Mirror
said Wenger will inform Arsenal’s board he
wants to extend his contract, which expires
at the end of the season.  West Bromwich
Albion manager Tony Pulis also said
Wenger told him he intended to stay on
after Arsenal’s 3-1 defeat at The Hawthorns
on Saturday.  “I’ll be surprised if he goes,”
Pulis told reporters after Saturday’s game,
as revealed in Monday’s newspapers.

Asked why he thought Wenger would
stay, Pulis replied: “Because he told me.”
Wenger, 67, has come under fire from fans
after Arsenal were thrashed by Bayern
Munich in the Champions League and
slipped out of the Premier League’s top
four. Supporters renewed calls for him to
step down during and after the defeat at
West Brom, with some holding up
“WENGER OUT” banners.  Speaking after
the game, Wenger said he had made up his
mind about his future and would make his
intentions public “very soon”.

NEW CONTRACT 
Arsenal have not commented on the

reports on Wenger’s future.  But the club
have denied a claim in Monday’s edition of
German daily Bild that they have
approached Borussia Dortmund coach

Thomas Tuchel as a possible Wenger
replacement. “That’s not true,” an Arsenal
spokesman told Germany’s Sky Sports
News.  Wenger, Arsenal’s manager since
1996, is believed to have been offered a
new two-year contract. Arsenal’s support is
split over Wenger, who won seven trophies
in his first nine seasons as manager but has
won only two FA Cups in the 12 years since.
Rival groups of Arsenal supporters paid for
planes trailing banners that were both criti-
cal and supportive of him to fly over the sta-
dium during the game against West Brom.

One banner read “NO CONTRACT
#WENGER OUT”, the other: “IN ARSENE WE
TRUST #RESPECTAW”.

The defeat at West Brom was Arsenal’s
fourth in five league games and left them
in sixth place in the Premier League table,
six points below the Champions League
places with two games in hand.

They recently lost 10-2 on aggregate to
Bayern in the Champions League, going
out in the round of 16 for the seventh sea-
son running.  Wenger said his future at
Arsenal was not contingent on the club
securing a place in next season’s
Champions League.

“My decision will not necessarily be
linked with that because I’ve done the top
four 20 times. It’s more. It’s not that,” he
said. “I take a bigger perspective than that.
It’s not the last result that will decide what I
will do.” — AFP

Wenger wants to stay 

on at Arsenal: Reports

WEST BROMWICH: Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger, right, stands on the touchline. —AP

LONDON: Mauricio Pochettino says he is
constantly surprised by Dele Alli after the
Tottenham midfielder helped fill the gap left
by the injured Harry Kane.

Kane, the club’s leading scorer, has been
ruled out for six weeks after picking up an
ankle injury, forcing Pochettino to rejig his
team’s attack .   The Tottenham manager
selected South Korea forward Son Heung-Min
to replace Kane against Southampton, but it
was Christian Eriksen and Alli who provided
the goals that secured a 2-1 victory and
extended the club’s current home run to 10
successive league wins.

Alli scored for a fourth successive game
with a first half penalty awarded after he had
been upended by Steven Davis to take his
season’s tally to 17 goals.

And Pochettino insists the England inter-
national once again demonstrated his ability
to fill in in different areas of the pitch. “Dele
Alli always can surprise and you can’t guess
with him,” Pochettino said. 

“He has an unbelievable personality and
character and it is all possible with him. “He is
a player who likes to run into the box, he is
very often very clever into the box. “In the
box he looks like a striker because he is more
than clever, he has made his mark. Outside
the box playing like a midfielder.  “I saw him
at 17-years-old playing at Milton Keynes as a
holding midfielder against Manchester
United. Always he can surprise me, maybe
one day he can play like a goalkeeper or a
full-back or a centre-back.”

GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
Pochettino was also pleased with Son’s

display in the centre-forward role after opting

for the 24-year-old ahead of Vincent Janssen.
“I think it was good. He had some chances to
score, great movement, he connected with
dele and Chris and I am very pleased with his
performance,” he said.

“It was a great opportunity to win and you
will always miss your main striker. We must
do what we can while he is injured and it was
important to us to get that feeling, win the
game, score goals.

“I think it keeps our position in the table
with a very important three points.

“Our home form is fantastic. I think the
team deserved all the prizes because we have
been playing very well. 

“It’s always difficult to play and keep your
level in ever y game, but we have to be
pleased to keep our position, get three points
and our performance was good.

“The victory keeps us in a very good posi-
tion in the table.” James Ward-Prowse’s sec-
ond half goal gave Southampton hope of a
point,  but they were unable to f ind an
equaliser and defeat came at the added cost
of an injury to striker Manolo Gabbiadini that
will prevent the player joining up with Italy
next week.

Southampton manager Claude Puel said:
“It is a groin injury We will see. I hope it is not
bad. For his national team it is not possible to
go.  “Shane Long was ready and can play. It
was a good game. There was quality on the
pitch. “It was a strange game. In the first half,
without a lot of pressure, we lost two goals. It
was difficult to accept the second goal.  “The
second half was better and also interesting
because we recovered well. 

We did not find a clinical edge to finish the
situation.” — AFP

Alli has X-factor for Pochettino

BARCELONA: Barcelona defender Gerard
Pique has urged supporters to stop booing
midfielder Andre Gomes, who scored his
first goal for the Catalans in Sunday’s 4-2
win over Valencia after 36 appearances.

The Portuguese player bore the brunt of
the criticism for the team’s 4-0 thrashing by
Paris St Germain in the Champions League
last-16 first leg and was loudly booed in the
team’s next game against Leganes when he
was substituted off.

He was dropped from the starting line-
up for the second leg against PSG but came
on as a substitute in the historic 6-1 turn-
around which saw Barca reach the quarter-
finals. Gomes was greeted with more whis-
tles when he came on in the 74th minute
against Valencia on Sunday but 15 minutes
later sealed victory by turning Neymar’s
cross in from close range, although he
chose not to celebrate the strike against his
former club. “I’m in total disagreement with
the people who boo players, they’d be bet-
ter off staying at home,” Pique told
reporters after the game on Sunday.

“It’s intolerable and I think treating any

player like that before they come on the
pitch doesn’t help anyone. People need to
take a good look at themselves. 

“It’s one thing if someone plays badly
and then the people whistle to show their
discontent but quite another to whistle
before they come on because it kills their
confidence.”

Gomes was a surprise summer signing
from Valencia for 35 million euros ($37.6
million) plus add-ons and has struggled to
adapt to the Spanish champions, often
looking out of place in the team’s midfield
and out of sync with the rest of the team.

Luis Enrique has persisted with Gomes
despite the continued criticism and at one
spell in the season preferred the him to
Ivan Rakitic, although the Croatian has
since won his place in the team back at
Gomes’ expense. “I’m so pleased he scored,
it was the happiest moment of the game,”
said the coach. 

“I already know how good he is, he’s
huge, he’s strong and has great talent. He’s
going to be a very important player to
Barcelona’s future.” — Reuters

Pique blasts supporters 

for booing Andre Gomes

Gerard Pique
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INDIAN WELLS: Roger Federer of Switzerland along with his BNP Paribas Open trophy poses for photographers after defeating Stan Wawrinka of Switzerland during the men’s final of the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden on
Sunday in Indian Wells, California. —AFP

INDIAN WELLS: Forget the comeback talk. Roger
Federer is back.  He defeated Stan Wawrinka 6-4, 7-
5 to win a record-tying fifth BNP Paribas Open title
in an all-Swiss final Sunday to go with his record
18th Grand Slam title at the Australian Open in
January after missing most of last year with various
injuries.

“For me, the dream run continues,” he said.
Federer kept reminding everyone during the

ATP Masters 1000 event that he was “on the come-
back” and, wanting to see how he felt, hadn’t
planned beyond the first three months of year.  He
might want to think bigger now.

“This was not part of the plan, to win Australia
and Indian Wells. The goal was to be top 8 by after
Wimbledon, so I’m there much, much faster,” he
said. “I will make the plan for the remainder of the
season, especially for the clay, after Miami, and then
see also what the goals are because the goals are
clearly changing after this dream start.” Federer tied

the tourney record of Novak Djokovic, who lost in
the fourth round, while winning his 90th career
title, keeping him third behind Jimmy Connors and
Ivan Lendl on the all-time list in the Open era.

At 35 years and seven months, Federer became
the oldest champion in the desert tournament’s
history, surpassing Connors, who was 31 years and
five months when he won in 1981.

“It’s an absolute huge start to the year for me,”
he said. “Last year didn’t win any titles. The
change is dramatic and it feels great.” His twin
daughters cheered and jumped up and down in a
box above the court when Federer put away a
high forehand volley while keeping Wawrinka
pinned deep behind the baseline on match point.
Federer dropped serve just once in five matches,
losing the first game of the second set against No.
3 seed Wawrinka. He saved one break point
against Rafael Nadal in the fourth round, and nev-
er lost set in the tournament. Seeded ninth,

Federer advanced to the semifinals via walkover
when Nick Kyrgios withdrew.

‘PLAYING BEAUTIFUL’
“The way he’s playing is just so beautiful,”

Wawrinka said. “Everything looks perfect. He’s mov-
ing amazingly well. He has amazing touch. He’s
doing everything you can do on the tennis court.”
In an all-Russian women’s final, Elena Vesnina
defeated Svetlana Kuznetsova 6-7 (6), 7-5, 6-4. She
and Federer earned $1,175,505 each. Federer will
move up four spots to No. 6 in the ATP world rank-
ings on Monday.  He hit 23 winners, including 16
off his backhand in the 80-minute match.
Wawrinka had 17 winners and 21 unforced errors in
front of the announced crowd of 17,382 that didn’t
fill the stadium.  Federer improved to 20-3 against
Wawrinka, including 15-0 on hard courts.
Wawrinka’s wins have all been on clay. “He’s the
best player ever, so we all used to lose against him,”

Wawrinka said. Vesnina had never advanced
beyond the third round in singles and just last year
she lost in the first round of qualifying, although
she has won three doubles titles at the tournament.
She beat No. 2 seed Angelique Kerber and No. 12
Venus Williams on her way to the biggest final of
her career at age 30.

FIFTH-OLDEST WOMAN
Kuznetsova is 0-3 in finals here, also finishing

runner-up in 2007 and 2008.  At age 31, Kuznetsova
was the fifth-oldest women to reach the final. But
the two-time major champion struggled playing
with the lead as the No. 8 seed in front of hundreds
of empty seats.  “I didn’t feel good today because
she was very aggressive and I was a little bit out of
my game,” Kuznetsova said. “I couldn’t figure out a
lot the wind and stuff like that.” Kuznetsova led 4-2
in the third before 14th-seeded Vesnina broke her
twice in sweeping the final four games of the

match. Kuznetsova served one of her nine aces to
lead 4-1 in the second, prompting Vesnina to bring
out her coach-father Sergey Vesnin for a chat. It
worked. Vesnina reeled off four straight games to
lead 5-4. Her forehand error led to Kuznetsova’s
break in the 10th game that tied it 5-all. But Vesnina
broke back and served out the set 7-5.  “She had so
many break points on my serve,” Vesnina said. “She
was 30-love up couple of times on her serves, and I
always keep coming back.”

Kuznetsova had luck on her side early, winning
the first set on a net cord in the tiebreaker.  She
gave the traditional wave acknowledging her good
fortune to Vesnina, who had blown leads of 2-0 and
4-2.Vesnina had 46 winners and 49 unforced errors.
She successfully gambled at the net, winning 24 of
32 points during the three-hour match.

Vesnina earned her third career singles title and
will move up two spots to a career-high No. 13 in
the world rankings yesterday. — AP

Federer defeats Wawrinka to claim Indian Wells title

BARCELONA:  Lionel Messi scored his
40th and 41st goals in all competitions
this season to lead Barcelona to a 4-2 vic-
tory over 10-man Valencia in the Spanish
league on Sunday.

Back in Camp Nou for the first time
since its 6-1 victory over Paris Saint-
Germain in the Champions League,
Barcelona got another outstanding per-
formance from Messi, Neymar and Luis
Suarez to keep its domestic title defense
alive. Barcelona remained two points
behind leader Real Madrid, which has a
game in hand.

“We had to remain patient, fight back
and increase the pace of the match,”
Barcelona coach Luis Enrique said. “We
created a huge number of scoring oppor-
tunities.” Messi and his strike partners led
Barcelona back after Valencia’s Eliaquim
Mangala headed in from a corner in the
29th minute. Neymar, who missed last
round’s loss at Deportivo La Coruna with a
left-leg injury, set up the 35th-minute
equalizer by quickly taking a throw-in that
left Suarez alone to fire inside the far post.

Mangala had already been booked for
fouling Messi when Suarez deftly let a
pass by Messi run past as he spun around
the Valencia defender. Left with the choice
between a likely goal or a second yellow
card, Mangala chose to pull Suarez down
and was promptly sent off. Messi drilled
the resulting penalty kick down the center
to put the Catalan club ahead in the 45th.

But Valencia caught the hosts off-guard
seconds later with a quick attack from the
restart, which was finished by former
Barcelona player Munir El Haddadi for 2-2.
With an extra player and its three strikers
in fine form, Barcelona was only denied a
larger winning margin by goalkeeper
Diego Alves.

But the Brazilian couldn’t keep out
Messi’s right-footed strike inside his near
post in the 53rd. Messi’s goals took his
league-leading tally to 25 in as many
rounds. Neymar also continued his excel-
lent level of play from the PSG rout. That
had earned Barcelona a spot in the
Champions League quarterfinals as the
only team to ever overcome a 4-0 first-leg
loss in the tournament.

Neymar had already hit the bar from a
free kick before he launched a solo run for
more than  half the field. The run ended
with Neymar’s assist for Andre Gomes
with a minute left to round off the win
over Valencia.

ATLETICO MADRID 3, SEVILLA 1
Eliminated from Europe, Sevilla’s chal-

lenge for the league title appears almost
over following a 3-1 loss at Atletico
Madrid. Jorge Sampaoli’s side fell eight
points off Madrid’s pace after a third
round without a victory.

The defeat at Atletico came five days
after Sevilla failed to protect a 2-1 first-leg
advantage and was eliminated from the

Champions League Round of 16 after los-
ing 2-0 at Leicester. “After you have a very
difficult loss and you play against one of
the best teams in Spain, you are vulnera-
ble, and we paid for it today,” Sampaoli
said. “We have to pull ourselves together
for the last 10 rounds and find the path
we were on.” Atletico closed to within two
points of Sevilla after Antoine Griezmann
steered it to a third straight victory.

The France forward first crossed the
ball for Diego Godin to head home in the
36th minute before Griezmann scored
from a free kick taken well outside the
area in the 61st. The goal was Griezmann’s
fifth in a four-round scoring run and took
his tally to 14 in the competition and 22
overall this season.

Jorge “Koke” Resurreccion put the
result beyond doubt in the 77th before
Sevilla got a consolation goal from
Joaquin Correa.

DEPORTIVO LA CORUNA 0, CELTA VIGO 1
Iago Aspas scored late as Celta Vigo won

a regional derby at Deportivo La Coruna. 

AT THE BOTTOM
Malaga’s 0-0 draw at Leganes left

both sides on the brink of the relegation
zone. Sporting Gijon scored three goals
in an eight-minute span to beat
Granada 3-1 and climb to within five
points of Leganes. Granada remained in
second-to-last place. —AP

BARCELONA: FC Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, center, celebrates after scoring a goal during the Spanish La Liga soccer match
between FC Barcelona and Valencia at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Sunday. — AP
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HANNOVER: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visit the booth of German telecommunications giant Deutsche Telekom as they tour the CeBIT technology fair in Hanover, central Germany
yesterday. The Digital Business fair CeBIT in Hanover with Japan as partner country runs from March 20 until March 24. — AFP 

MUMBAI: British mobile phone giant
Vodafone will merge its Indian unit with Idea
Cellular to create India’s largest telecoms oper-
ator, the firms said yesterday, as they combine
to fight a price war sparked by the country’s
richest man.

The confirmation ended months of specu-
lation that the two operators were ready to
sign a deal to help fend off the Mukesh
Ambani-backed Reliance Jio, whose recent
arrival has shaken up India’s ultra-competitive
mobile network market. “Vodafone Group Plc
and Idea Cellular today announced that they
have reached an agreement to combine their
operations in India,” they said in a statement to
the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

“The combined company would become
the leading communications provider in
India with almost 400 million customers, 35
percent customer market share and 41 per-
cent revenue market share,” the statement
added. Jio launched in September with an
audacious free service for the rest of 2016,
followed by vastly cheaper data plans and
free voice calls for life, forcing rivals to dra-
matically slash their tariffs.

It also left competitors scrambling to match
the deep pockets of Jio, which is backed by

India’s hugely wealthy energy-to-chemicals
conglomerate Reliance Industries, and caused
a rush towards consolidation in the multi-bil-
lion-dollar sector.

The combined Vodafone-Idea company will
overtake Bharti Airtel as India’s largest net-
work provider. Shares in Idea initially soared
following the announcement but then tanked
to close down more than nine percent, with
reports saying investors were worried the deal
undervalued Idea. Vodafone will hold 45.1 per-
cent of the merged entity after it transfers a
4.9 percent stake to Idea backers for 39 billion
rupees ($579 million) in cash. Idea will hold 26
percent in the combined company and the
merger will take up to two years to complete.
The agreement excludes Vodafone’s 42 per-
cent stake in Indus Towers.

Market consolidation 
The merged firm will be worth $23.2 billion,

based on the combined enterprise value of
$12.4 billion for Vodafone India and $10.8 bil-
lion for Idea Cellular, according to Bloomberg
News. The companies will nominate three
directors each, the statement said. Global bro-
kerage firm CLSA has estimated that the tie-up
would command a revenue market share of 43

percent by the start of the 2019-20 financial
year, ahead of Airtel on 33 percent. Jio would
have 13 percent. Indian telecoms analyst

Baburajan Kizhakedath said the two compa-
nies would make savings by merging but
would come under pressure to reduce tariffs.

“The merged entity will not be able to with-
stand pressure from Jio because both
Vodafone and Idea Cellular are not seen as
aggressive as Jio and Bharti Airtel,” he told AFP.

The announcement is the latest move
towards consolidation as telecom companies in
India scramble to shore up their status or cut
their losses and run in the face of Jio’s price war.

Norwegian multinational Telenor
announced last month that it was selling up to
Airtel, saying the amount of money needed to
be competitive in the multi-billion-dollar sector
would not offer an acceptable level of return.
The withdrawal came after Videocon Telecom
told subscribers in January that it planned to
cease operations and pull out of the market.
Aircel and Mobile TeleSystems (MTS) have sold
up since the beginning of 2016.

Reliance Communications (Rel Comm) —
owned by Ambani’s younger brother Anil
Ambani-purchased Russian conglomerate
Sistema’s Indian telecoms business, branded
MTS, last year and is in talks with Tata Teleservices
to join forces. 

There were a dozen telecoms companies bat-
tling for Indian customers in 2010 but industry
watchers say they expect that soon there will be
only four ventures. — AFP

UK giant Vodafone to merge with India’s Idea

Merger to create India’s biggest telecom firm

MUMBAI: Vodafone Group CEO Vittorio Colao (right) answers a question as Aditya Birla
Group chairman, Kumar Mangalam Birla looks on during a press conference in Mumbai
yesterday. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Google apologized yesterday
for allowing ads to appear alongside offensive
videos on YouTube as more high-profile firms
such as Mark’s & Spencer and HSBC pulled
advertising for British markets from Google sites.
The British government has suspended its
advertising on YouTube after some public sector
ads appeared next to videos carrying homopho-
bic and anti-semitic messages, prompting a
flood of major companies to follow suit.

Britain is the largest market for Alphabet Inc’s
Google outside the United States, generating $7.8
billion mainly from advertising in 2016, or nearly
9 percent of the U.S.  giant’s global revenue.

“I would like to apologize to our partners and
advertisers who might have been affected by their
ads appearing on controversial content,” Google
EMEA President Matt Brittin said at the annual
Advertising Week Europe event in London.
Besides well-known British brands pulling the
plug, some of the world’s biggest advertising com-
panies responsible for placing vast amounts of
marketing material for clients, said they were
reviewing how they worked with Google.

The boycott is the latest clash between
advertising companies and the internet giants
that have built up dominant positions in digital
advertising by offering not only huge audiences
but also the ability to apply their user data to

make ads more targeted and relevant. For big
advertising groups such as WPP, internet firms
are both a client and a competitor, while tradi-
tional media groups such as newspapers and
general online news publishers are having to
compete with them for online dollars.

Hostile industry 
“Google faces a hostile industry of media

owners in Europe ... and we expect they will be
all too happy to highlight future brand safety
failings,” said Brian Wieser, a senior analyst at
Pivotal Research Group. “Overall, we think that
the problems which have come to light will have
global repercussions as UK marketers potentially
adapt their UK policies to other markets and as
marketers around the world become more
aware of the problem,” he said.

WPP, the world’s largest advertising firm, said
yesterday it was talking to clients and media
partners such as Google, Facebook and
Snapchat to find ways to prevent brands from
being tarnished.

“We have always said Google, Facebook and
others are media companies and have the same
responsibilities as any other media company.
They cannot masquerade as technology compa-
nies, particularly when they place advertise-
ments,” said Martin Sorrell, the founder and head

of the British firm. Publicis, the world’s third
largest advertising firm, said in a statement yes-
terday that it was clear Google had fallen short of
meeting advertising standards and that the
French company was reviewing its relationship
with Google. Google said on Friday it worked
hard to remove ads appearing on pages or videos
with hate speech, gory or offensive content but
with 400 hours of video uploaded to YouTube
every minute it did not always get it right.

Brittin said Google had made a commitment
to doing better and would simplify advertiser
controls, add safer defaults and increase invest-
ment to enforce its ad policies faster.

A spokeswoman for Google UK said it would
look again at the way it defines incendiary com-
mentary and hate speech to raise the bar on
videos and sites allowed for advertising.

On Friday, Google executives were called in
to face questions from the advertising industry
and Britain over the issue. Representatives for
retailers Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury’s and Argos,
British banks HSBC and RBS, McDonald’s, the UK
branch of advertising group Havas and the BBC
told Reuters their firms had stopped ads. A
source at Lloyds Banking said the lender had
pulled the plug as well. Others such as Vodafone,
Barclays and Tesco were reviewing policies, their
representatives said. — Reuters 

BERLIN: The German government’s panel of
economic advisers yesterday rejected inter-
national criticism of the country’s large cur-
rent account surplus and called US President
Donald Trump’s protectionist stance a threat
to the global economy.

Trump’s trade adviser Peter Navarro has
accused Germany of exploiting a weak euro
to gain a trade advantage and called for
bilateral discussions to reduce the $65 billion
US trade deficit with Germany which he
described as “one of the most difficult” issues.
Chancellor Angela Merkel has rejected such
criticism, saying her government was not in
charge of the euro but the European Central
Bank. During talks with Trump in
Washington, Merkel also pointed to high
investments by German companies in the
United States.

The European Commission and the
International Monetary Fund have also
urged Germany to take advantage of record-
low borrowing costs and increase invest-
ment as a measure to reduce the country’s
large trade and current account surpluses. In
2016, the German trade surplus hit a fresh
record at 253 billion euros. The wider current
account surplus, which measures the flow of
goods, services and investments into and out
of a country, rose to an all-time high of 266
billion euros.

“The German current account surplus is
high, but this does not signal a macroeco-
nomic imbalance,” Christoph Schmidt, head

of the panel of ‘wise men’ said, adding that
demands such as increasing public invest-
ment were misleading. The advisers said that
the surplus was only pushed up by tempo-
rary factors such as the ECB’s loose monetary
policy and the sharp drop in oil prices. The
government should seek to make Germany a
more attractive investment location for the
private sector which would help to reduce
the current account surplus, Schmidt said.
“The protectionist measures demanded by
President Trump pose a threat to the inter-
national trading system and a risk to the
global economy,” the panel of economic
advisers said. The ‘wise men’ reiterated that
they viewed the European Central Bank’s
monetary policy as “too expansionary” in
light of the economic development in the
euro zone, adding that the resulting risks for
financial stability were rising further. “The
ECB should therefore start winding down
the bond-buying program as soon as possi-
ble,” the advisers said.

The panel of economic advisers said they
expected German inflation to surpass the
ECB’s price stability target of just under 2 per-
cent for the eurozone as a whole this year by
jumping to 2.2 percent from 0.5 percent in
2016. “The upswing of the German economy
continues,” they said, adding growth was
helped by the robust labor market, a slightly
positive outlook for the global economy, high-
er state spending and the ECB’s “still extreme-
ly” expansionary monetary policy. — Reuters
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.715
Indian Rupees 4.672
Pakistani Rupees 2.916
Srilankan Rupees 2.011
Nepali Rupees 2.920
Singapore Dollar 219.080
Hongkong Dollar 39.405
Bangladesh Taka 3.814
Philippine Peso 6.099
Thai Baht 8.760

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.641
Qatari Riyal 84.087
Omani Riyal 795.080
Bahraini Dinar 812.940
UAE Dirham 83.354

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.050
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 16.789
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.229
Tunisian Dinar 135.980
Jordanian Dinar 431.010
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.040
Syrian Lira 2.182
Morocco Dirham 31.029

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.950
Euro 331.960
Sterling Pound 381.520
Canadian dollar 230.300
Turkish lira 84.930

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 308.570
Australian Dollar 238.640
US Dollar Buying 304.750

GOLD
20 Gram 251.710
10 Gram 128.770
5 Gram 65.230

Rate for Transfr Selling Rate
US Dollar 306.000
Canadian Dolla 228.325
Sterling Pound 375.055
Euro 327.605
Swiss Frank 309.850
Bahrain Dinar 811.180
UAE Dirhams 83.705
Qatari Riyals 84.925
Saudi Riyals 82.525
Jordanian Dinar 432.760
Egyptian Pound 17.483
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.021
Indian Rupees 4.625
Pakistani Rupees 2.918
Bangladesh Taka 3.846
Philippines Pesso 6.078
Cyprus pound 168.040
Japanese Yen 3.665
Syrian Pound 2.430
Nepalese Rupees 3.885
Malaysian Ringgit 69.675

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.372232 0.382232
Czech Korune 0.004182 0.016182
Danish Krone 0.040248 0.045248
Euro 0. 322837 0.331837
Norwegian Krone 0.031992 0.037192
Romanian Leu 0.084736 0.084736
Slovakia 0.009162 0.019162
Swedish Krona 0.030720 0.035720
Swiss Franc 0.300121 0.311121
Turkish Lira 0.078468 0.088768

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.227224 0.239224
New Zealand Dollar 0.207932 0.217432

America
Canadian Dollar 0.223519 0.232519
Georgina Lari 0.138094 0.138094
US Dollars 0.301650 0.306050
US Dollars Mint 0.302150 0.306050
Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003496 0.004080
Chinese Yuan 0.042903 0.046403
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037336 0.040086
Indian Rupee 0.002691 0.004788

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002631 0.002811
Kenyan Shilling 0.003056 0.003055
Korean Won 0.000260 0.000275
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065330 0.071330
Nepalese Rupee 0.002960 0.003130
Pakistan Rupee 0.002668 0.002958
Philippine Peso 0.006000 0.006300
Sierra Leone 0.000038 0.000044
Singapore Dollar 0.212504 0.222507
South African Rand 0.018062 0.026562
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001656 0.002326
Taiwan 0.009788 0.009968
Thai Baht 0.008439 0.008989

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.804437 0.812937
Egyptian Pound 0.011655 0.020908
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000197 0.000257
Jordanian Dinar 0.425578 0.434578
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020111 0.044111
Nigerian Naira 0.000396 0.001031
Omani Riyal 0.787735 0.793415
Qatar Riyal 0.083170 0.084620
Saudi Riyal 0.080447 0.081747
Syrian Pound 0.001297 0.001517
Tunisian Dinar 0.130578 0.138578
Turkish Lira 0.078468 0.088768
UAE Dirhams 0.081820 0.083520
Yemeni Riyal 0.000994 0.001074

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.665
Thai Bhat 9.660
Turkish Lira 82.215

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Al-Tijaria Real Estate Company
(K.S.C.P) held its ordinary general assembly
meeting for the fiscal 2016 that ended on 31
December 2016 yesterday at the Symphony
Style Hotel, which was attended by 77.06 per-
cent of the shareholders.

Chairman Abdulfattah Marafi announced
that Tijaria would sign a contract for develop-
ing Tijaria Tower in Bahrain worth  25 million

Bahraini dinar in 10 days. “The Tijaria Tower in
Bahrain will be a landmark tower and top-end
residential tower. The company already owns
Dilmunia project in Bahrain which is being
developed in cooperation with the
Muntazahat Company with a value of $ 45 mil-
lion,” he pointed out.

“Al-Tijaria has strengthened its position as a
leading real estate company and has become
a part of the development upsurge in Kuwait.
We promised to maintain our strategy and

develop for a better future with more achieve-
ments with innovative real estate solutions to
meet customers’ expectations through provid-
ing high-quality residential and commercial
projects. This will gradually increase the opera-
tions of the company in the next few years,”
added Marafi.

The general assembly agreed on distribut-
ing five percent dividends to the shareholders
for the fiscal year 2016. “ The company
achieved net profits of KD 15.2 million with a

profit per share of 8.67 fils. The returns on
equity reached 5.4 percent and consolidated
profit reached 3.3 percent of the total assets,
while the return on capital reached 8.55 per-
cent,” he stated.

Company’s financial results for 2016
showed that the shareholders’ equity growth
by 2.1 percent and Company’s assets growth
by 5.9 percent comparing with the results for
the same period in 2015. “The Company regis-
tered great improvement in its activities of

which the real estate income was the most
important. The total operational income from
the properties and the hotel reached KD 24.8
million for the year 2016 with an increase of
23.1 percent comparing to 2015,” he
explained.

“Al-Tijaria is continuing in expanding
according to its strategic plan that was set in
order to achieve strong financial results,” con-
cluded Marafi.  The general assembly
approved all resolutions at the meeting.

Al-Tijaria Real Estate to develop Tijaria Tower in Bahrain

Company to distribute 5% dividends to shareholders

KUWAIT: Tijaria Real Estate Chairman Abdulfattah Marafi addresses the meeting. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Shaheen Al-Ghanem, Chief Executive of Warba
Bank, the best investment bank in Kuwait as well as the
best corporate advisory, yesterday rang the market-open-
ing bell to celebrate the listing on Nasdaq Dubai of a $250
million Perpetual Tier 1 Basel III compliant Capital Sukuk.

Warba Bank’s $250 million Sukuk comprises Perpetual
Tier 1 Mudaraba Capital Certificates, non-callable before
14 March 2022, with the initial coupon set at 6.50 percent.
The Sukuk listed on Nasdaq Dubai on March 15, 2017. 

The bell-ringing ceremony took place in the presence
of Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanim/ Warba CEO, Essa Kazim,
Governor of Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC),
Secretar y General  of  Dubai Islamic Economy
Development Centre (DIEDC), and Chairman of Dubai
Financial Market (DFM) and senior representatives of
Warba Bank, as well as Abdul Wahed Al-Fahim, Chairman
of Nasdaq Dubai and Hamed Ali, Chief Executive of
Nasdaq Dubai. 

The Sukuk instrument will further strengthen Warba
Bank’s capital base and support the bank’s continued
growth and development as well as its commitment to

Islamic finance. Established in 2010, Warba Bank is
expanding its activities in the full range of banking and
investment services in Kuwait in compliance with Sharia’a
principles. The bank’s activities have long ago earned the
investors’ trust in observance of the bank high-end per-
formance and its keen commitment to provide its
investors with top-notch investment’s tools that would
grant them a steady growing income. 

Moreover, Warba relies on its 5 years new strategy
going through 2021 which focuses on transforming the
bank To be an Islamic  Corporate  and  Investment
Banking Champion with a lean digitally enabled Retail
business, through supporting the corporate sector with
unparalleled investment’s services paving the way for a
new developed era in Islamic banking.

Shaheen Al-Ghanem, Chief Executive of Warba Bank,
said: “The success of our Sukuk in attracting investors
from Kuwait, the MENA region and beyond reflects the
confidence of the market in Warba Bank’s strategy for
growth and development across all our business areas
including investment, treasury, corporate banking and

retail banking. We anticipate a great success out of listing
Warba sukuk on Nasdaq Dubai’s a which is first class list-
ing environment, including its close links with regional
and global investors as well as its international regulatory
standards, provides important support for this capital-
raising initiative.”  

Warba bank has achieved a tremendous success in
covering the underwriting of its sukuk. A one week mar-
keting campaign succeeded in attracting investor interest
worth approximately $1.3 billion from Kuwait, Dubai,
Hong Kong, Singapore and London attaining an oversub-
scription of more than 5 times the sukuk issuance size.
The matter that reflects the bank’s solidarity, and the
overall national economy stability in general considering
that this issuance is considered to be one of the most suc-
cessful issuances in the market.

Warba sukuk underwriting has been achieved as the
following: 27 percent in Kuwait, 43 percent in the markets
of the Middle East and North Africa, 22 percent in the USA
and Europe and 8 percent in Asia. The next step is to list
the Sukuk in the Irish stock exchange. 

SYDNEY: Homelessness is on the rise in Australia,
experts warn, with a growing number of people failing
to benefit from the nation’s stellar economy as it readies
to mark a record 26 years without a recession. The
unprecedented economic expansion-fuelled by a mas-
sive mining investment boom-has boosted house prices
and lined the pockets of many citizens.

But it has also led to the country’s biggest cities,
Sydney and Melbourne, being ranked second and 10th
on a list of the world’s least affordable housing. The
soaring prices have placed further pressure on those
already struggling to afford a roof over their heads, with
a public outcry on housing affordability sparking action
by federal and state governments to fund more social
and inexpensive residential projects. “Australia is a
wealthy country and so it shouldn’t have the levels of
homelessness that it does have,” Homelessness New
South Wales (NSW) chief Katherine McKernan told AFP.

“If you compare it to London and New York, the
numbers of people seeking  homelessness support are
comparatively higher. We think that homelessness is
increasing in Sydney and Melbourne due to the lack of
affordable housing.”   Australia’s agency for health and
welfare statistics AIHW said demand for homelessness
services reached a record high of 279,000 people in
2015-16, led by those affected by domestic and family
violence, a 33 percent jump from 2011-12 when the
data was first collected.

More than 100,000 people were reported homeless
in the 2011 national census, with welfare groups expect-
ing the most recent survey held last year to show an
increase. Rough sleepers are more visible in cities, with
Melbourne’s Herald Sun describing a homeless camp
outside a major train station during the Australian Open
tennis Grand Slam in January as a “grand slum”.

In downtown Sydney, Lanz Priestley has set up a “safe
space” for the homeless, offering 24/7 access to free
food just metres from the Reserve Bank of Australia,
shiny office towers and the NSW state parliament.
“People have the basic human right to feel safe,”
Priestley said. “I think the support services (in Sydney)
aren’t even in the library when it comes to rough-sleep-
er safety.”

Among those resting on piles of bedding spread
across colourful crates is 20-year-old Nina Wilson, who
helps Priestley run the Martin Place site. “I am now in
transitional housing as I’m nearly six months pregnant
and this is sort of my way of giving back because I know
what it’s like to be homeless... I can’t just watch these
guys have nothing,” Wilson said.

Salvatore Magenta, 64, said he has been living on the
streets since 2000 as he grapples with growing health
problems. “I slept in a car for about 15 years, I didn’t let
no one know what I was doing with my life,” Magenta
said. “I will need housing soon, or someone will find me
dead on the streets.” —AFP
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Kuwait’s project activity in 2016
remained relatively healthy, though
it eased somewhat from exception-

ally strong years in 2014 and 2015.Awards
in 2016 continued to exceed levels seen
before 2014, when the projects pipeline
had witnessed significant delays due to
administrative and technical challenges.
Major awards during the year included the
new airport terminal as well as the gas
import terminal and regasification facility.

Public-private partnerships 
witness delays  

Despite the healthy level of activity,
2016 did face some delay in its pipeline
of PPP projects which have not moved
as quickly following the awarding of the
first in 2013. Kuwait established a public-
private partnership (PPP) law and a PPP
governing body in 2008. Based on the
experience and difficulties faced in the
award of the first PPP project, the Al-
Zour North Phase 1, the law was amend-
ed in 2014. As a result,the Kuwait
Authority for Partnership Projects(KAPP)
became the official PPP governing body.

KAPP had expected to move ahead
with several PPP projects in 2016 but
delays kept the projects from being
awarded. According to KAPP authorities,
there are four major PPP projects-worth a
total of KD 1.9 billion-under evaluation.
The projects are the second phase of Al-
Zour North independent water and pow-
er project (IWPP), a school development
program (the first PPP of its kind in the
region), a solid waste project, and the
development of highway rest houses.

The PPP model is critical for the suc-
cess of Kuwait’s development plan, with
these projects accounting for around 20
percent of the KD 30 billion in projects
under the plan. Proposed PPP project-
shelp alleviate pressure on fiscal expen-
diture and encourage international and
domestic private investors to participate
in viable opportunities found in Kuwait. 

Transport, gas, and construction 
led 2016 projects 

Projects in the transport, gas, and
construction industries dominated 2016
awards. They included a new passenger
terminal at Kuwait International Airport,
and roadwork-related infrastructure for
new townships.A natural gas regasifica-
tion plant and import terminal was also
approved during the year, as was the
second phase of Kuwait’s first non-asso-
ciated gas production program.
Meanwhile, the construction of two hos-
pitals and parts of the new Kuwait
University campus are underway. These
projects will address the major develop-

ment needs of the country, especially
those related to building energy and
housing capacities, and providing
healthcare and education services.

Infrastructure activity 
picked up in 2016 

Transport-related projects more than
quadrupled in 2016 compared to 2015 in
terms of the total value of contracts
awarded. Since 2006, Kuwait’s Ministry of
Public Works (MPW) has awarded KD 7.5
billion worth of projects. Of those, KD
5.3billion are still underway, and more
than KD 2.7billion were awarded in 2016
alone. The largest contract value award-
ed in 2016 is a KD 1.3billion sub-project
within the Kuwait airport expansion
project. The new passenger building is
the second largest project ever awarded
in Kuwait since 1995. 

The Public Authority for Housing
Welfare (PAHW) is committed to build-
ing townships to address the growing
need for housing in Kuwait and the
decongestion of Kuwait’s main residen-
tial and metropolitan areas. In 2016, a
number of infrastructure contracts for
these townships were awarded. PAHW
awarded the first of four sub-projects for
South Al-Mutlaa City. This parent project
will have a capacity of 30,000plots to be
distributed, as well as amenities like
parks, public service buildings, super-
markets, and other facilities. The first
contract for major infrastructure works
was awarded in June 2016 for KD
296million, and is expected to be com-
pleted in September 2020.     

Gas projects to expand capacity 
In the first quarter of 2016, there was

a surge in awarded gas projects. The sec-
ond largest project awarded in 2016 was
Kuwait National Petroleum Company’s
(KNPC)liquefied natural gas (LNG)
import terminal and regasification facili-
ty, located in Al-Zour, with a contract val-
ue of KD 908million. The facility will sup-
ply the necessary fuel to power plants
during peak electricity demand. Another
phase is planned for this project with the
same capacity, and is expected to be up
for bidding in the coming year. These
projects are integral to the expansion of
power and water capacity in Kuwait as
well as the move to cleaner fuel options.

In January 2016, Kuwait Oil
Company (KOC) awarded several con-
tracts related to oil and gas, worth a
total of KD 497million, KD 372million of
which was for the Jurassic non-associat-
ed oil and gas reserves expansion proj-
ect. Contractors Spetco International
and Schlumberger will conduct engi-

neering, procurement, and construction
(EPC) work on the three stages that
make up the second phase. The project
will produce gas from the northern
fields and improve efficiency in oil and
gas production.

Construction 
Kuwait University awarded two con-

tracts worth a total of KD 341million for
the construction of administration and
academic support buildings in its new
Shdadiyah campus. Construction for
the Sabah Al-Salem University parent
project, as a whole, is expected to be
completed in March 2020. In the plan-
ning phase are the medical campus and
the College of Architecture and
Computer Science.

The Ministry of Public Works awarded
a KD 226.3million contract for the new
maternity hospital, part of the develop-
ment plan goals of expanding health-
care facilities. The new hospital will pro-
vide 600 beds and will be located in the
Sabah Medical Area. 

Separately, Kuwait Health Assurance
Company (KHAC) signed two contracts, a
combined value of KD 165million with
the China Metallurgical Group
Corporation to build two hospitals that
will be located in the Ahmadi and Jahra
areas. KHAC is a PPP company estab-
lished in 2014 responsible for providing
healthcare services to the expatriate
community in Kuwait.

2017 focus 
The first half of 2017 is expected to

be very active in project awards, espe-
cially PPP projects. According to MEED
Projects, more than KD 6.2billion worth
of contracts will in the bidding phase for
the first two quarters. With the aim of
shifting the energy mix used in the pow-
er and water sectors, the government is
looking to award gas-based power and
water plants. Kuwait’s second largest
IWPP, Al Zour North 2 power and water
desalination plant, is up for bidding in
the first quarter at net project value of
KD 806million (two contracts). Al Zour
North 3 and 4 will be gas-based as well
and are expected to be awarded over
the following two years.

Also in the first quarter, KAPP expects
to award wastewater and solid waste
management projects at Umm al-
Hayman and Kabd, respectively; the
projects are expected to be worth a
combined KD 775million (two contracts).
The second quarter is expected to wit-
ness the awarding of a second major
infrastructure works contract worth KD
992million for South Al-Mutlaa City.

Kuwait to focus on power, 

transport projects in 2017

NBK ECONOMIC REPORT

IMF delays Ukraine 

loan in response 

to trade block
WASHINGTON: The International Monetary Fund will
not approve a new $1 billion loan payment for Ukraine
yesterday as scheduled, due to “recent developments”
in the country, the IMF confirmed.

In K iev,  Uk raine President Petro Poroshenko
slammed as “absolutely irresponsible” the trade
blockade imposed on the Russian-backed rebel east-
ern regions by the country’s politicians, which led to
the delayed loan installment for the cash-strapped
nation. “The IMF Executive Board meeting on Ukraine
scheduled for yesterday, March 20 has been post-
poned to allow staff time to assess the implications of
recent developments for the program,” the fund said
in a statement. 

“Staff expect to announce a new date soon.”  The IMF
in early March agreed on the review of the oft-delayed,
$17.5 billion loan program first agreed in 2015, but the
country will have to wait longer to get the next install-
ment, which requires board approval.

The loan has seen delays due to the government’s
failure to implement reforms, but now has been
impacted by last week’s decision by the former Soviet
nation to halt trade with pro-Moscow insurgents that it
has been battling since 2014.

Poroshenko said he will hold a meeting yesterday
with his prime minister, finance minister and central
bank chief “in order to correct the results caused by an
absolutely irresponsible behavior of Ukrainian state-
mongers.”  He said “the aftermath of the blockade,”
caused the loan delay. “We must unite our efforts to
receive the tranche in the nearest time.”

The pro-Western leadership in Kiev took the drastic
step after rebels seized dozens of Ukrainian-owned
businesses on their territory in response to a trade
blockade by nationalist protesters. Kiev also slapped
sanctions on the Ukrainian subsidiaries of five Russian
banks-including state-run giants Sberbank and VTB-in
part over Moscow’s decision to officially recognize
identity documents issued by the rebels. —AFP
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LONDON: World stock markets fell yesterday
after G20 finance ministers failed to renew an
anti-protectionist pledge, in the face of Donald
Trump’s “America First” push. Asia and Europe
also beat a retreat as investors took profits from
last week’s bumper gains and dumped risky
equities for safer assets.

Over the weekend, in an early taste of what
Donald Trump’s presidency spells for the world,
the G20 failed to get Washington to sign off on a
pledge to reject protectionism in a closing state-
ment. Commitments of support to the existing
multilateral trade system, including the World
Trade Organization (WTO), were also conspicu-

ously missing from the final communique from
the meeting of finance ministers from the G20
group of developed and emerging nations in the
German spa town of Baden-Baden.

“The European equity markets started the
week on a heavy risk-off sentiment after the G20
communique explicitly reflected the US inten-
tions to establish trade protectionist measures,”
said London Capital Group analyst Ipek
Ozkardeskaya.    The move follows Trump’s warn-
ings to throw up levies and revise global agree-
ments he says are unfair to the United States.
Wall Street dipped at the open, with the Dow
slipping 0.5 percent.

‘More aggressive’ 
Citi analyst Ebrahim Rahbari argued in a

note to clients that rising protectionism posed a
key risk to the world economy. “Overall, we con-
tinue to think that the new US administration
will pursue a more aggressive position on inter-
national trade,” Rahbari said. “We see a continua-
tion of the gradual rise in protectionism in
recent years and for globalization to stall, but we
see a major rise in protectionism-including the
risk of trade wars-as one of the main risks to the
global outlook.”

In London, the pound took a small hit, drop-
ping around half a cent, after the British govern-

ment announced it would begin the two-
year procedure to exit the European Union
on March 29.

Share prices remained broadly stable,
with the blue chip FTSE 100 index down
slightly. Vodafone shares dipped 0.2 after
the British mobile phone giant revealed it
will merge its Indian unit with Idea Cellular
to create India’s largest telecoms operator.

In Mumbai, Idea Cellular reversed an
early rally to sink seven percent. The news
followed months of speculation they were
ready to sign a deal to help fend off fierce
Indian competitor Reliance Jio.

In Zurich, Swiss banking giant UBS saw
its share price slide 1.8 percent to 15.76

Swiss francs. Legal sources told AFP yester-
day that UBS will go on trial in France for
establishing a wide-ranging tax fraud
scheme worth nearly 10 billion euros.

UBS will be charged with illegal banking
practices and dissimulating tax fraud, the
sources said, adding UBS’s French sub-
sidiary will also go on trial for complicity.

Crude prices dropped as investors con-
tinued to react to data released on Friday
showing the number of oil wells in opera-
tion in the United States at the highest
point since September 2015, adding to
fears efforts by the OPEC cartel to boost
prices by restraining production may not
ease oversupply on the market. — AFP

European markets slide on G20 disagreement

TOKYO: People walk by an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo
yesterday.—AP
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Praise be to Allah the Almighty, and Peace and
Blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), his family and companions.

Dear esteemed shareholders, Assalamu
Alaikum Warahmatu Allah Wabarakatuh...

On behalf of myself, my fellow colleagues
and members of the Board of Directors of
Kuwait Finance House (“KFH” / the “Bank”), I
would like to present to you KFH Group
Annual Report for the year 2016.

Considering the unprecedented economic,
oil and geopolitical developments which have
prevailed worldwide, year 2016 may be con-
sidered as the year of challenges for the region
in general and the banking sector in particular.
These challenges were reflected clearly on
capital market performances, subdued local
and global economic growth drives, lack of
confidence in the European Economy espe-
cially after Brexit and the sluggish growth in
China. These factors have led to an increase in
raw material prices and continued tightening
of Federal monetary policy.

Despite the economic challenges, with a
clear commitment to our valued customers

and stakeholders, KFH has attained a remark-
able and well balanced performance during
2016, through its prudent and flexible busi-
ness model and efficient risk management
methods. KFH Group has maintained the dis-
tinguished leading position of its operations
locally, regionally and internationally, thus
enhancing shareholders profit to reach KD
165.2 million i.e. an increase of 13.3% y-o-y in
2016. Also, we have achieved remarkable and
tangible progress on the rate of return on
shareholders’ equity.

Group’s main financial indicators continued
their ascending trend including increase in
profitability and enhancement of capital ade-
quacy ratio to reach 17.88 percent, well above
the required 15 percent. We have also
observed and adhered to Basel regulations on
fixed liquidity ratios, which has enabled us to
face market challenges, and future potential
regulatory requirements.

Our well balanced performance is attrib-
uted to the positive group synergy, profession-
al and efficient execution of our integrated
strategy, proper well bonded relations and

coordination among all parties whether at
head office or in various countries where the
group operates including Turkey, Bahrain,
Malaysia, Germany, Saudi Arabia and others.
This remarkable performance is achieved
through a set of successful strategic initiatives
which were the cornerstone in reinforcing and
supporting governance and banking services
at the group level.

We have implemented a set of policies and
procedures during the year to improve effi-
ciency of daily communications, ensure
smooth inflow of information at the group lev-
el, provide new and innovative solutions to
customers and offer several investment funds
inside and outside Kuwait. Also, we have man-
aged to offer a Sukuk Fund with variable US$
returns as well as a real estate fund in USA.

Financing Income increased in 2016 to
reach KD 718 million. By the grace of Allah,
we have achieved net shareholders profit of
KD 165.2 million while earnings per share
reached fils 32.01. Total assets approximated
to KD 16.5 billion. KFH customers’ deposits
reached KD 10.7 billion. Meanwhile, total
operating expenses declined for the second
consecutive year by KD 35.5 million i.e. 11
percent, (KD 31.5 million or 8 percent in 2015
compared to 2014). These figures reflect the
robust financial position that KFH is occupy-
ing which led the group to achieve the
results even during the hard times encoun-
tered by local and global economy. KFH
Group endeavoured to preserve KFH assets
and achieve best financial results.

Asset management
With regards to asset management by the

Grace of Allah, KFH Group has managed to
strengthen returns on investments following
extensive 3-years efforts through KFH Capital
Company, restructuring of investments and
improvement of assets quality, thus improving
capital adequacy ratios. All these activities are
in line with our strategy to focus on and devel-
op core banking business.

While we are committed to achieve remark-
able and rewarding long term returns for
shareholders, the board proposes to the gen-
eral assembly to distribute cash dividends by
17 percent, bonus shares by 10 percent and
distribute profit on investment deposits and
saving accounts.

Market share
We have successfully managed to lead the

Islamic bank’s market share by financing major
projects in Kuwait including participation in
the Kuwait Government Debt Program of KD
700 Million. We have also financed the clean
fuel project for Kuwait National Petroleum
Company which is the largest banking syndi-
cation transaction in the history of Kuwait
where KFH contributed KD 275 million of the
total KD 490 million.

Kuwait Finance House - Turkey has success-
fully issued the largest Ijara Sukuk transaction
to the private sector in Turkish market
amounting TL 300 Million. Other Sukuks were
also issued to enhance and support its capital
position amounting to a US$ 350 Million
(Second Tier) for a 10-year term with 7.9 per-
cent returns.

KFH - Bahrain has financed several projects,

namely Bahrain Marasi project amounting $3
Billion in addition to Deerat Al-Oyoun project,
value of which exceeded $730 million which
aimed to build more than 3 thousand residen-
tial units in Bahrain. We have also completed
construction of Wadi Al-Sail Mall which is the
first development project among 3 other proj-
ects initiated by a group subsidiary.

KFH group received, during the year, highly
distinguished banking awards namely, the
Best Islamic Financial Institution in the Gulf
and Best Islamic Project Finance Provider from
Global Finance Magazine. KFH has also won
several other remarkable and significant
awards from Islamic Finance News (IFN) both
as the “Best Islamic Bank in Kuwait” as well as
“Best Global Islamic Bank” for the year 2016, as
part of Global Islamic Finance Awards (GIFA)
and Best SME Customer Service Award by
Banker Middle East in addition to several other
awards received during the year in apprecia-
tion of its multiple activities and services.

Local society activities
We have, during 2016, expanded our pro-

grams to participate in local society activities.
In this respect, KFH has paid KD 7.5 million to
Zakat House in recognition of the importance
of projects that would serve society and accen-
tuate the humane side of our business. Our
focus covers other projects and activities aim-
ing to achieve social growth and development
at the educational and health sectors, provide
environmental care and support youth initia-

tives and other vital sectors.In recognition of
the importance of technology and innovation,
we have developed and upgraded IT infra-
structure, expanded banking solutions by
using modern technology introduced new dig-
ital banking services to customers along with
other direct services provided through our
extensive branch network covering 480
branches, In addition to ATMs network spread
worldwide. This comes as part of customer
centric, service oriented innovative program.

On the banking innovation and develop-
ment aspects, KFH group has enhanced its
accomplishments by implementing several
initiatives, such as, the launch of its website
(kfh.com) which comprises several modifica-
tions and characteristics to appear as a new
brand. KFH innovation centre has also partici-
pated in reinforcing innovation and develop-
ment at the group level by launching employ-
ees’ competition which has resulted in adopt-
ing several new ideas and products. The best
ten innovative ideas received from various
staff members including our subsidiaries oper-
ating in Kuwait, Turkey, Malaysia and Bahrain
were honoured.

KFH enhanced its effective communication
channels with society through its social media
where followers exceeded 600 Thousand
Followers. KFH’s social media has efficiently
promoted customer service and banking
products awarness, round the clock, in a
unique and modern touch to cope up with
the new-gen life style requirements.

We would like to avail this opportunity to
convey our sincere gratitude and appreciation
to our shareholders and customers for their
continuous and valuable support. We are con-
fident by the grace of Allah that we will contin-
ue to achieve rewarding returns for our share-
holders and depositors. 

Also, I would like to avail this opportunity
to convey sincere gratitude and appreciation
to all our employees at the group levels, as
well as, the members of the honourable Fatwa
& Sharia Supervisory Board for their distin-
guished and outstanding efforts in accrediting
our functions and activities.

Finally, I would like to convey our sincere
thanks, gratitude and appreciation to His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, may Allah safe-
guard, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, may
Allah safeguard, and His Highness The Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
may Allah safeguard. Our thanks and appre-
ciation are also extended to Dr Mohammed
Al-Hashel, Central Bank of Kuwait Governor
and all regulatory authorities for their ongo-
ing support to the banking sector in the
State of Kuwait.

May Allah grant us Success.
Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq

Chairman

Chairman’s message

KFH annual general assembly meeting for 
financial year ended 31 December 2016

KUWAIT: Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh (from left), Hamad Al-Marzouk and Sayed Mohammed Al-Tabtabai. 
— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: 2016 KFH Group achieved net profit
attributable to shareholders of the bank of KD
165.2 million in 2016 compared to KD million in
2015 i.e. an increase by 13.3 percent. Meanwhile,
earnings per share reached fils 32.01 i.e. a
growth by 13.2 percent compared to 2015 (Fils
28.27). Financing income increased to approxi-
mate KD 718 million i.e. an increase by 3.3 per-
cent compared to KD 695 Million in 2015, thus
reflecting KFH policy which targets the devel-
opment and growth of sustainable profit by
focusing on banking activities.

In continuation of KFH cost optimization
policy which aims to enhance profit and
improve financial performance indicators, total
operating expenses for the group declined for
the second consecutive year to reach KD 295
million in 2016 compared to KD 330.5 million in
2015 i.e. a decline by KD 35.5 million or 11 per-
cent (decline by KD 31.5 million or 8 percent in
2015 compared to 2014). As a result, net operat-
ing income reached KD 365 million ie a growth
ratio by 8.2 percent compared to last year,
excluding investment income which are of a
non-recurring nature. Provisions and impair-
ments charged to the consolidated statement
of income declined to reach KD 157.2 million
during 2016 compared to KD 183.6 million in
2015 i.e. a decline by 14 percent.

Consolidated Financial Position 2016
Total consolidated assets approximated KD

16.5 Billion as at the end of 2016 while financ-
ing receivables approximated KD 8.2 billion.

The group maintained a robust liquidity

position where cash and balances with banks
and financial institutions, and short term
murabaha reached KD 4.4 billion. KFH Kuwait
non-performing financing ratio declined to
1.67 percent at the end of 2016 compared to
1.98 percent in 2015. Group non-performing
financing ratio declined to 2.58 percent com-
pared to 3.03 percent in 2015. Depositors’
accounts reached KD 10.7 Billion while total
due to banks and financial institutions reached
KD 2.9 Billion as at the end of 2016.

Equity attributable to the 
shareholders of the Bank

Shareholders’ equity increased to reach KD
1.810 Billion i.e. an increase by 1.8 percent
compared to KD 1.779 Billion as at the end of
2015. Capital adequacy ratio calculated as per
Basel lll regulations reached 17.88 percent as
at the end of the year, thus exceeding the 15
percent ratio determined by CBK.

Proposed dividends
The board proposed the distribution of

cash dividends by 17 percent as at the year
ended 31st December 2016 (17 percent in
2015) and the issuance of bonus shares by 10
percent (10 percent in 2015) of paid up capital
subject to ordinary general assembly approval
and finalization of legal procedures.

Directors remuneration reached KD 772
Thousand (KD 610 Thousand in 2015) which is
considered within the limit permissible as per
local regulations and subject to ordinary gen-
eral assembly approval.

Financial Performance
Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq

KUWAIT: KFH-Group CEO, Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh said:
In continuation of its remarkable success, KFH has main-
tained stability and achieved growth during 2016
despite the challenges encountered during the year. The
bank achieved a growth rate of 13.3 percent amounting
KD 165.2 million in net profit attributable to sharehold-
ers of the bank during 2016 and a growth by 8.2 percent
in net operating income compared to preceding year
(less non-recurring investment income). 

These results have incarnated the success of the poli-
cies and plans adopted by KFH and applied by the exec-
utive management to establish certain pillars and foun-
dations that would achieve growing ratios of sustainable
revenues for KFH Group dependent on sustainable oper-
ational performance. 

Our achieved goal is an inseparable part of a chain of
activities focused on banking business, quality service,
technology, customer and  employee  satisfaction,
enhancement and encouragement of innovation and
creativity, optimized spending, sound management of
risk and governance, expansion of market share . While
observing flexibility of organizational structure,
enhancement of cooperation and coordination among
subsidiary banks, setting a permanent mechanism to
ensure smooth inflow of information and unification of
procedures, continued structuring of investments given
best market fundamentals and build national human
resources to lead and bear responsibility.

Goals achieved
We achieved set goals successfully despite the chal-

lenges prevailing in the general operational environment
in the local market and the markets where KFH sub-
sidiary banks operate abroad. KFH culture is currently
focused on products diversification and customer service
concurrently through cross-selling which considers cus-
tomer as an integrated entity and ensures an adequate
management of the joint relationship. Professional values
and principles are developed, without impacting per-
formance trend, by simplifying service and product pro-
vision procedures. Similar activities are consolidated

under a single hub to achieve simplicity of procedures
and quality control in a parallel effort that would mitigate
human involvement in certain cases and increase it in
some other cases.

Significant and outstanding integrity was achieved
among the various group’s functions, such as, financial
control, audit, IT, risk department, and human resources,
that contributed remarkably to management’s cost opti-
mization plan successfully. Total operating expenses
declined for the second consecutive year by KD 35.5
Million or 11 percent (KD 31.5 Million or 8 percent in
2015 compared to 2014). In addition, 61 percent of KFH
Group net profit was realized through entities in Kuwait
while the contribution of subsidiaries abroad approxi-
mated 39 percent. Remarkable success achieved is
underpinned by easing procedures, cancellation of
recurring operations, strengthening relations among
group subsidiaries and benefiting from their experience
in the development, re-drafting, and review of proce-
dures to accelerate task completion process.

Growth in high quality assets, stability of deposits
base, expansion of group network and launching of new
innovative products were all highly significant factors in
achieving a highly distinguished performance this year.
On the aspect of focusing on banking business, opera-
tional revenues resulting from banking activities repre-
sent the main part of the financial statements. We con-
tinued to introduce high quality banking products and
services to enhance our market share and encounter
competition. This was achieved via two angles, the first
covering the increase in the number of branches which
has reached 65 branches in Kuwait and 481 branches
worldwide. We have also developed ATM systems to be a
vital instrument for branches to mitigate work pressure.
ATM systems were replaced by highly sophisticated and
developed systems of Al-Shamel System which provides,
in addition to the traditional functions, other services
including cash deposit service and retail and corporate
cheque deposit. New security programs and applica-
tions were launched to protect customer’s transactions
and instant bank cards issuance system was implement-

ed at the group level. Needless to say that KFH is the first
bank in Kuwait to offer Super-Premium Debit Cards in
the State of Kuwait and issued two distinguished cards,
Visa Debit Infinite and Visa Signature, to the new high
networth tiers of (Elite) and (Pioneers) customers.

High networth customers
KFH launched new products and services including the

“Winner” account to attract a new tier of payroll customers.
Also reclassified high networth tier customers into (Elite)
and (Pioneers) with the introduction of new incentives and
advantages for each category by highly specialized rela-
tionship managers. New tiers target customers with medi-
um credit. We have also added to the Gold account the
facility to trade and open accounts online through KFH
website. To align with the needs of the customer, we have
introduced Zakat payment service through ATM machines
to save their time and effort.

KFH lays great emphasis on customer care, thus aim-
ing to maintain and preserve customer trust. In this
respect, we have increased banking services provided to
Premium customers and offered them a set of invest-
ment funds, such as, variable US dollar Sukuk Fund as
well as the Real Estate Fund in USA.

Retail banking services and Private Banking services
recorded outstanding results beyond all expectations.
These achievements were the result of the implementa-
tion of certain initiatives, thus aiming to focus on cus-
tomers in various group sectors, enhance customers’ sat-
isfaction, conduct researches and studies to obtain opin-
ions, listen to their suggestions and record their com-
plaints through complaints unit.

To enhance IT channels and to foster modern technol-
ogy as one of the means to provide customer service,
mitigate costs, achieve speed and security, KFH has
developed telephone banking services, enhanced its
technical and human capabilities and transformed it into
a marketing tool. We have also developed KFH website as
a marketing and introductory hub for KFH group, com-
prising a set of modern and newly developed free techni-
cal services which our customer may benefit from

through our website at any time and place. To this end,
KFH launched the (PUSH) service for customer banking
services and (MY Salary Link) service to inquire about
salaries in addition to the operation of a new automated
treasury system at the group level and the operation of
an integrated automated system to manage customer
relations and reiterate KFH emphasis on this aspect.

Direct sale function
To enhance direct sale function role as a hub to increase

sales, KFH is in the process of implementing a wide spread
program to enhance the capabilities of KFH sales team
through the recruitment of employees who are able to
develop the group’s ambitious plans. On the retail finance
side, KFH has developed highly distinguished products
for individuals to fulfil their needs of construction
finance. KFH provides several products and multiple
solutions in cooperation with accredited suppliers. We
have continued to add unique and high quality services
to customers in the Kuwaiti market by providing new
offers of educational and medical finance services in
cooperation with highly reputable and distinguished
educational and medical organizations in a way that
would contribute to the enhancement of cost optimiza-
tion and movement of economic wheel. Furthermore,
KFH has developed new products in the fields of vehicle
finance during the year including finance, operational
and leasing finance for various types of vehicles through
our showrooms spread all over Kuwait.

Corporate finance portfolio achieved growth by 17.5
percent with a total value KD 293 million as the portfolio
value was KD 1.673 billion in 2015 increased to KD 1.966
billion in 2016.

In continuation of our customer care, KFH has
launched in 2016 “I Care” program which acts as an
extension of the initiative (We Care) launched in the
past. This initiative lays responsibility on employees’
shoulders to provide the best services internally and
externally. To this end KFH has honored more than 100
employees in this program which will continue its activi-
ty and momentum during 2017.

KFH maintains stability, growth: Al-Nahedh
Chief Executive Officer’s Statement and Management Discussion
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KUWAIT: Reinforcing the credibility of dis-
closed information, Boursa Kuwait anno-
unced today its partnership with the Public
Authority for Civil Information (PACI), to offer
the latest Electronic Signature feature, which
acts as an authentication system for the
information provided by listed companies
on the Company Information Portal (CIP).
The partnership was announced during a
press  conference held at  the Boursa
Kuwait premises, yesterday, where both
parties signed the partnership agreement
to make it official. 

Commenting on this new system, Boursa
Kuwait Vice Chairman and CEO, Khaled
AbdulRazzaq Al-Khaled said: “When we ini-
tially launched the CIP, our main objective
was to capitalize on the importance of pro-
viding stakeholders with a credible, trans-
parent and accessible information platform.
Building on that, it was equally significant
that we maintained a secure and authenti-
cated gateway for that information, hence
our partnership with PACI to offer the
Electronic Authentication Gateway for Civil
ID’s verification”. 

Al-Khaled added: “We chose PACI as our
partner to provide secured identity authen-
tication as they are one of the few ISO 27001
certified organizations in Kuwait. The fact
that PACI is the sole authority in Kuwait that
issues the National Civil IDs for all legal resi-
dents, along with its secured authentication
process, gives it the unique qualification that
Boursa Kuwait needed to implement CIP
authentication”.

Boursa Kuwait designed and launched
CIP with the aim of providing a credible and
up to date information platform for all listed
companies, which can be used as a refer-
ence site by all stakeholders. 

The Portal requires listed companies to
upload news regarding disclosure announ-
cements, their profile page and their finan-
cial statements with full authority to make
regular updates.

“Boursa Kuwait seeks partnerships that
add value to its long terms vision and strate-
gy, and supports its day to day operational
objectives. We thank PACI for their coopera-
tion and we look forward to a productive
and longstanding partnership that is mutu-

ally beneficial”,  Al-Khaled added.  The
Electronic Signature system, provided by
PACI, requires the authorized representatives
from listed companies in Boursa Kuwait to

visit PACI’s offices to activate the electronic
signature. Therefore, it is crucial that the
companies update their information at PACI. 

Musaed Al-Asousi - Director General at

PACI, said; “This partnership between the
Public Authority for Civil Information and
Boursa Kuwait is a strategic move to enrich
the cooperation between the public and pri-
vate sectors in the field of electronic connec-
tivity. The agreement aims to develop the
quality of services by facilitating efficient
procedures to ease the process for the users.
I  am pleased to emphasize that the
Authority stands ready to cooperate with
Boursa Kuwait to provide the required serv-
ices, in accordance with the agreement con-
cluded between the two entities”

Al-Asousi highlighted PACI’s commit-
ment and efforts towards the private and
public sectors by streamlining the process
and providing better security and authenti-
cation that benefits both sectors, which
should result in increased public confidence
on the authenticity of information provided
by Boursa Kuwait.

For its part, PACI shall have a permanent
presence at Boursa Kuwait. PACI office shall
act as the legal and authorized service
provider of the Electronic Authentication
Gateway for Civil ID’s verification.

Boursa Kuwait partners with PACI to raise security 

The new service offers the latest electronic signature feature 

KUWAIT: Khaled AbdulRazzaq Al-Khaled, Boursa Kuwait Vice Chairman and CEO
and Musaed Al-Asousi - Director General at PACI,  signing the agreement at Boursa
Kuwait headquarter.

KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain Company;
(AABC), the authorized dealer of Renault vehicles in the State
of Kuwait is still offering its customers an attractive offer on the
Renault Dokker Van, the most robust and reliable light com-
mercial vehicle available in its segment. 

You can lease the Renault Dokker van for 99 KD monthly
without any down payment, or purchase it for 2,999 Kuwaiti
Dinars only. The offer includes a 5 year warranty or 200,000
km, free registration and 3rd party insurance upon the pur-
chase of the Renault Dokker Van. Aimed towards small busi-
ness owners, the Renault Dokker van is a modern and an effi-
cient transportation solution with an innate sense of practical-
ity and versatility. It offers a 1.6L engine and the best load vol-
ume in its category with a carrying payload of 750 KG assisted
with sliding doors and two asymmetrical rear doors, a loading
capacity of 3.3m3 and a loading length of 1.9m; swiftly meet-
ing the challenges of transport and delivery.  

The Renault Dokker van is known to evolve with time. Its
economic engine, low C02 emissions and respect for both
environment and customers’ budget make it a truly model
employee. The body design and proportions reflect generous
interior space and a range of accessories to match the differ-
ent needs of drivers. The Renault Dokker proved its continu-
ous support to its partners in the business environment. You
can use this chance and buy the Dokker from Renault Al-
Babtain store in Al-Rai.

Renault Al-Babtain’s attractive 

offer on Renault Dokker Van

KUWAIT: ASAR - Al-Ruwayeh & Partners (ASAR), Kuwait’s
leading and most prominent corporate law firm, and one
of the region’s top tier law firms, is pleased to have acted
as Kuwait law counsel to Citigroup Global Markets Limited,
HSBC Bank plc, J.P. Morgan Securities plc, KFH Capital
Investment Company K.S.C.C., MUFG Securities EMEA plc,
Mizuho International plc, National Bank of Abu Dhabi
P.J.S.C., SMBC Nikko Capital Markets Limited, Watani
Investment Co K.S.C.C. (NBK Capital) (collectively, the man-
agers) in relation to establishment of EQUATE Sukuk SPC
Limited’s (EQUATE SPC) $2 billion Trust Certificate (Sukuk)
issuance Program and its inaugural $500 million Sukuk
issuance thereunder. EQUATE SPC is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of EQUATE Petrochemical Co. K.S.C.C. (together
with The Kuwait Olefins Company K.S.C.C.) (the EQUATE
Group). This following the EQUATE Group’s first rule ($2.25
billion) 144A/ Reg S dual-series bond international debt
capital markets offering in November 2016 - in respect to
which ASAR also acted on behalf of the managers under
that offering.  

The Trust Certificates (Sukuk) have an Ijarah and
Murabahah structure. The 7 year senior unsecured Sukuk
were priced competitively at 100 per cent of the issue price
with a profit rate of 175 basis points over the 7 year mid-
swap rate, returning a yield-to-maturity of 3.944 per cent.
The Sukuk issuance (which was over-subscribed by a factor
of 7.4 and with a global order book exceeding $3.7 billion)
was well received by global investors (both Islamic and
conventional) The issuance proceeds will be used to refi-
nance EQUATE Group’s existing debt.

Rob Little - Counsel at ASAR noted that: “We are delight-
ed to have been involved with both of the inaugural con-
ventional and Sukuk issuances of the EQUATE Group. ASAR
has a long and established history of acting as Kuwait law
counsel in high quality debt capital market transactions,
and both of the recent issuances of the EQUATE Group is
no exception. We have previously noted that while global
and GCC markets remain under some pressure, we believe
that similar transactions are key to the overall stability of
steady economic growth. 

We are particularly proud in having successfully repre-

ASAR acts as Kuwait legal counsel 

to managers for EQUATE Sukuk 

sented the Managers in both issuances of
the Equate Group.” 

John Cunha - Partner at ASAR noted
that: “We are delighted to have acted on
behalf of the Managers in both of the inau-
gural conventional and Sukuk issuances of
the EQUATE Group. Both of these issuances
are a testament to the strength and depth
of local and regional financial capital mar-
kets in a challenging environment. The suc-
cessful conclusion of both of these
issuances is the result of the hard work of
the EQUATE Group and the Managers.”

With dedicated offices in Kuwait and
Bahrain coupled with its associated offices
and relationships, ASAR provides clients

across an extensive range of industry sectors
with comprehensive legal advice and sup-
port for their business activities in Kuwait,
Bahrain, across the GCC and beyond. 

The firm has been consistently rated as
the leading corporate and commercial law
firm in Kuwait by reputable legal guides such
as the International Financial Law Review
(IFLR), Chambers Global Guide, and the Legal
500. In 2016, ASAR was awarded with the
IFLR National Law Firm of the Year Award; an
award which ASAR has been delighted to
receive for the 8th consecutive year. 

ASAR lawyers have also received multi-
ple awards under different categories in the
Fourth Edition of ‘Best Lawyers’ in Kuwait. 

Rob Little and John Cunha

SINGAPORE: Agility, a leading global logistics
provider, acquired a two-story warehouse
close to Changi International Airport, giving it
more than 600,000 square feet of warehouse
space in total in Singapore.

The newly acquired 177,000-square-foot
warehouse is located in an area with access to
an array of logistics services and two major
expressways. Agility has operated in
Singapore for more than 40 years and
employs more than 400 people there. It owns
four other warehouses in Singapore.

With an expanded footprint, Agility will be
offering more services: automated quality
inspections; a container-management e-sys-
tem; a large-scale recycling program for pack-
ing materials; and enhanced warehouse man-
agement systems with regional data back-up
and business-continuity features.

Mykell Lee, Agility CEO Singapore, said the
company’s decision to invest S$25.5 million in
the warehouse is a sign of its long-term com-
mitment and belief in Singapore as one of the
world’s foremost transportation and shipping
hubs. He said the acquisition gives Agility
more capacity to add to its value-added serv-
ice offering, which includes testing, assembly,
configuring, labelling and packing.

“We aren’t just storing goods within four
walls. In an expensive market like Singapore,

customers want service innovation,” Lee said.
“We are offering them technology-driven
solutions to optimize their supply chains
across the region. We have strong infrastruc-
ture and well-trained people to help execute
that vision.” 

Lee said Agility customers want help man-
aging vendors, spare parts and raw materials.
In addition, Agility provides tracking and visi-
bility systems that allow customers to keep up
with increasingly rapid inventory turns and
complex supply chains. “For our fashion and
retail customers, for example, we’re also the
ones tagging goods with price and security
labels, managing reverse logistics, promotions,
and warehouse and atrium sales,” Lee said. 

Agility’s acquisition comes as Singapore is
expanding and upgrading port and airport
infrastructure as part of its strategic plan to
strengthen its position as a global logistics
powerhouse and emerging leader in fast-
growing Asian e-commerce. 

While historically a B2B provider in
Singapore, Agility has recently partnered with
a number of customers to help expand their
supply chains from brick-and-mortar stores to
e-commerce home delivery. “The market is
moving and creating new opportunities. We
are uniquely positioned to grow with our cus-
tomers in this space.” 

Agility expands logistics 

footprint in Singapore 

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al-Danah daily
draws on 19 March 2017 announcing the
names of its winners for the week of 12
March - 16 March 2017. The Al-Danah daily
draws include draws each and every working
day for two prizes of KD 1,000 per winner.  

The winners are: 
(Sunday 12/3): Sheikha/Hanaa Bader Al-
Sabah, Tareq Abdulla Hassan Naser
(Monday 13/3): Abdulmalik Rashid Al-Duaij,
Hneita Yaser Jali Al-Shreifi

(Tuesday 14/3): Yula Fozi Qutob, Khuloud
Bader Mutlaq Dhaher
(Wednesday 15/3): Mobarak Ayed
Mohammad Al-Hajiry, Ali Mansour 
Ali Al-Qattan
(Thursday 16/3): Yousef Khan Ali Baqery
Jam Youse Ali, Mohammed Saleh Khalil 
Al-Temimi

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah 2017 draw lineup
includes daily draws (2 winners per work-
ing day and each receive KD1000). Al-
Danah’s 1st Quarterly draw for the prize of
KD200,000 will be held on 30 March, the
2nd quarterly draw for the prize of
KD250,000 will be held on 29 June and the
3rd quarterly draw for the prize of

KD500,000 will be held on 28 September.
The final Al-Danah draw for KD1 million
will be held on 11 January, 2018 whereby
the Al-Danah millionaire will  be
announced.

Five reasons why the Al-Danah account
is the best:
1) Kuwait’s single biggest yearly cash prize
of KD 1 million
2) Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes,
up to KD500,000 
3) Two winners of KD1,000 every working day
4) The most chances to win
5) Only bank that transfers your chances to
win from year to year

Only Al-Danah makes millionaires. 
Al-Danah also offers a number of

unique services including: the Al-Danah
deposit only ATM card which helps
account holders deposit their money at
their convenience; as well as the Al Danah
calculator to help customers calculate their
chances of becoming an Al-Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open to
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti residents of
Kuwait. Customers who open an account
and/ or deposit more will enter the draw
within two days. To take part in the Al-
Danah 2017 upcoming quarterly and year-
ly draws, customers must have an Al-
Danah account containing at least KD 200;
customers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56
branches, for assistance and guidance.

Gulf Bank announces winners 

of Al-Danah daily draws 

AMMAN: Air Arabia Jordan, the Kingdom’s
leading low-cost carrier (LCC), announced
yesterday the launch of a new route to Tbilisi
from Amman, becoming the first regular
flight to directly link Jordan with Georgia.

Tbilisi caters to travellers who are eager to
discover the crossroads between Europe and

Asia. The launch of this service will amplify
the number of tourists in Jordan, and con-
tribute to strengthening the trade and bilat-
eral relations between both nations. The bi-
weekly flight is scheduled to start operation
on April 6, 2017 every Monday and Thursday
departing Amman International Airport at
3.35 am, and arriving at the Shota Rustaveli

Tbilisi International Airport at 07:15 local
time. The return flight will leave Tbilisi at 8.05
am reaching Amman at 10 pm local time. 

“Tbilisi serves a wider, more culturally-
enthusiastic market in the Levant region. This
service will introduce a new market to Jordan,
and will support the Kingdom’s economic
and tourism growth”, said Adel Al-Ali, Group
Chief Executive Officer of Air Arabia. “We are
proud to announce this service for our
Jordan-based passengers and confident that
they will enjoy our value for money and
award-winning service”.

Filled with rich history, architecture and
culture, Georgia’s capital stretches in a narrow
strip on both banks of the Kura. Through its
cobblestoned pathways, old town Tbilisi
hosts an array of ornate art in its original
architecture and structures which reflect the
city’s past influenced by both Persian and
Russian rule. The modern city harmoniously
combines antique and contemporary features
among the vast nature with its winding
streets that run around the mountain ridges. 

Air Arabia Jordan started operations in
2015 and currently operates from Amman’s
Queen Alia International Airport serving vari-
ous destinations across the Middle East and
North Africa.

Tbilisi marks Air Arabia 

Jordan’s 7th destination 



t e c h n o l o g y
TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017

KUWAIT: FASTtelco, a company owned
by Ooredoo Kuwait,  launched a fully
equipped state-of-the-art data center.
The announcement comes to further reit-
erate FASTtelco’s commitment to being
one of the leading companies in informa-
tion technology solutions, and the com-
pany of choice for prospective clients
searching for IC T solutions,  catering
especially for the needs of corporates

and businesses. FASTtelco will provide a
suite of managed hosting services tailor-
made to f i t  corporate and business
needs.  These services are ideal for corpo-
rates and businesses looking to better
manage their data, platforms and appli-
cations. The new data center provides
end-to-end IT solutions to customers in
var ious sec tors  including f inancial ,
healthcare, media, e-commerce, educa-
tional and governmental. The center is
fully equipped to deliver an exceptional

experience in services and solutions like
managed CPE, cloud services, NOC and
operations, data center consultancy, and
much more. This is especially important
today, where businesses are faced with
growing challenges to respond efficiently
to new digital trends in IT, security and
control. FASTtelco strives to be the trust-
worthy choice among its growing cus-
tomers as it continually transforms its
services to meet the needs of the digital
world, ensuring peace of mind with end-
to-end solutions and 24/7 NOC, in addi-
tion to opportunities for scalability and
maximum return of investment. 

FASTtelco recently announced its new
identity earlier this month, adopting a
refreshed look with vibrant colors and a
new design. The move comes to change
the ISP’s market by introducing innovative
products and plans that fulfil customers’
growing needs through technology.
FASTtelco was recently acquired by
Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the interna-
tional Ooredoo Group, in a move to bol-
ster the telecom service provider’s pres-
ence in the Kuwaiti market. FASTtelco
products can be purchased via FASTtelco’s
authorized resellers, or on FASTtelco’s
website www.fasttelco.net . 

Starting in 2001, FASTtelco has suc-
ceeded to assume the leading position in
the Kuwaiti Telecommunication market
as an internet service provider to individ-
ual and corporate clients. The company
was acquired by Ooredoo Kuwait in 2016.

FASTtelco launches new

state-of-the-art  data center 

DUBAI: This March marks one year since
Trend Micro Incorporated, a global leader
in cybersecurity solutions, closed the
acquisition of TippingPoint from Hewlett
Packard Enterprise. In the first year of inte-
gration, Trend Micro committed not only
to solid execution and seamless business
continuity, but also to product innovation,
resulting in a significant 25 percent year
over year growth in TippingPoint new
business and improved market leadership.
Trend Micro TippingPoint was recently
named a Leader in the 2017 Gartner
Magic Quadrant for Intrusion Detection
and Prevention Systems for both “com-
pleteness of vision” and “ability to execute.”
In addition, Trend Micro received a “rec-
ommended” rating based on the 2016 NSS
Labs Next Generation Intrusion Protection
System (NGIPS) test. 

To ensure successful integration,

Trend Micro signed on more than 300
TippingPoint employees and delivered
uninterrupted service to approximately
2,500 large TippingPoint customers. In
March,  the team moved into new
offices, complete with a technically
advanced laboratory for research and
development, in Austin, Texas.

In the past year, this business stabil-
ity enabled Trend Micro to continue its
history of innovation, enhancing the
TippingPoint offerings,  seamlessly
integrating them with Trend Micro
products, and bolstering the compa-
ny’s presence and reputation within
the enterprise network security mar-
ket. For example, TippingPoint next-
generation IPS (NGIPS) was integrated
with Deep Discovery’s advanced threat
protection technology to deliver a
more powerful Network Defense solu-

tion. In January, TippingPoint became
the first standalone NGIPS solution to
del iver  up to 100 Gbps inspection
throughput with low latency for high
performance data centers and enter-
prise networks. In February, machine
learning was added to TippingPoint
making it the first standalone NGIPS
vendor to detect and block attacks in-
line in real-time using machine learn-
ing. In the last 12 months, Trend Micro
has filed 16 new patents related to the
application of machine learning for its
security intelligence.

The addition of TippingPoint also
brings the powerful inclusion of indus-
try-leading security intelligence and
vulnerabil ity research with Digital
Vaccine Labs (DVLabs) and the Zero Day
Initiative (ZDI) bug bounty program. In
the past year, ZDI has responsibly dis-

closed 678 vulnerabilities for 48 ven-
dors’ products, with nearly 400 still
pending. Early insight into undisclosed
vulnerabilities enables Trend Micro to
deliver preemptive zero-day protection. 

For example, in 2016, Trend Micro
TippingPoint customers were protected
on average 57 days before a vendor
could provide a patch. In March, ZDI
will continue its mission for vulnerabili-
ty discovery by celebrating 10 years of
its Pwn2Own hacking contest offering
more than $1 million in prizes in five
different categories at the CanSecWest
security conference.

“ The acquisition of TippingPoint
provided us with a distinct opportunity
to add best-of-breed NGIPS technolo-
gy, along with market-leading vulnera-
bility research and threat expertise, to
enhance our entire security offering,”

said Kevin Simzer, executive vice presi-
dent, sales, marketing and business
development for  Trend Micro.
“Throughout the transition, our empha-
sis has been on driving product innova-
tion while maintaining business conti-
nuity and providing the outstanding
support and responsiveness customers
have come to expect from Trend Micro.”

“As a longtime TippingPoint cus-
tomer & Managed Service Provider,
you can clearly see the vision and care
that Trend Micro has brought to the
table,” said Ibrahim Gedeon, CTO for
TELUS.  Many of our joint customer’s
security posture has improved in the
last 12 months thanks to improved
threat  inte l l igence and smar ter
advanced techniques that help our
teams defend against threats quicker
and more efficiently.” 

Trend Micro celebrates TippingPoint acquisition anniversary

NEW YORK: Meetup is taking a leap
into the Trump resistance. The New
York-based networking site will
unveil plans in the coming days to
partner with a labor group - under
the guidance of a former Hillary
Clinton aide - to coordinate protests
among more than 120,000 activists
already involved with anti-Trump
Meetup groups. It’s a risky move for a
tech company that has helped mil-
lions come together to share inter-
ests of all kinds, from hiking to lan-
guages to President Donald Trump
himself. But it reflects an increasing
willingness of some major technolo-
gy firms to push back against the
Republican president.

Meetup CEO Scott Heiferman told
The Associated Press that the new
arrangement, to be known only as
#Resist, gives the loosely organized
protest movement the infrastructure
needed to execute large responses to
the new president’s policies.

“It’s one thing for a CEO to say,
‘I’m going to stand up against a
politician,’” Heiferman said. “It’s even
further for the company itself to
mobilize people.” For Heiferman and
other tech leaders, Trump’s push to
block immigration from several
Muslim-majority countries marked a
tipping point. “When a certain line
is crossed,” he said, “we have a
civic duty not to be quiet.”

T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  d i d  n o t
respond to a request Friday for
comment about Meetup’s plans.
About 40 technology companies
met privately this month in New
York City to brainstorm ways to
push back against Trump poli-
cies on immigration, transgen-
der protections, women’s health
a n d  a r t s  f u n d i n g,  a s  w e l l  a s
m o r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g y
issues  l ike  net  neutral i t y  and
encryption.

Real action
The meeting was designed to “get

beyond handwringing and move
toward real action,” said Michal
Rosenn, general counsel for the
Brooklyn-based company Kickstarter.
Kickstarter and Meetup were also
among 58 technology companies
that signed a friend-of-the-court
brief on Tuesday charging that the
White House’s revised immigration
plan would harm their employees
and customers.

Airbnb, Apple, Twitter and Yelp
filed a court brief late last month to
protest the Trump administration’s
decision to rescind guidance that

instructed schools to allow trans-
gender students to use bathrooms
that match their gender identity.
The car service Lyft recently pledged
$1 million to the American Civil
Liberties Union. Meetup, which
employs 175 people and claims 30
million users worldwide, has gone
further than most.

Disturbed by Trump’s initial push
for a travel ban, the firm held a com-
pany-wide “resist-a-thon” last month
and unveiled more than 1,000 new
“#resist” Meetup groups that didn’t
have to pay the standard $15
monthly fee to advertise their
events on the site. Currently, there
are more than 1,000 Meetup groups
devoted to the Trump resistance
across the country.

Meetup hired Clinton’s former
digital organizing director, Jess
Morales Rocketto, to coordinate the
new organizing platform with a
group allied with the National
Domestic Workers Alliance.

The Meetup software is “ready-
made for rapid response,” Morales
Rocketto said, and has already been

used to mobilize Trump protesters in
recent weeks, including resistance
events at Boston Logan’s airport and
a march in Mississippi.

Such actions alienated customers
like Maria Lozinsky, a Trump support-
er in Aurora, Colorado. She reacted
by disbanding Meetup groups she
had led for people interested in inte-

rior design and science fiction.“It’s
just so sickening,” she said of the
proliferation of anti-Trump groups.
“That’s their right,” she said. “But it’s
my right to leave.” Meetup won’t be
restricting the ability of pro-Trump
groups to use its main site, which it
insists is nonpartisan.

Zero sum game?
Marketing and branding

experts suggest that in the short
run, it could be a zero sum game
for companies that wade into poli-
tics. Inevitably, some offended cus-
tomers will leave, while others take
their  place.  Yet,  typically,  cus-
tomers who agree with a business’
political stand have short memo-
ries, said marketing Professor Larry

Chiagouris, of Pace University ’s
Lubin School of Business.“Those
who are hostile have longer mem-
ories and are more likely to hold a
grudge,” he said. Political consult-
ant Liz Mair, who also advises pri-
vate businesses, warned that the
biggest risk in this case “is Trump
taking retaliatory action against

entit ies he sees as inherently
opposed to him.”

Ultimately, however, political
stands by businesses often have little
long-term impact on a company’s
brand, said Robert Passikoff, presi-
dent of Brand Keys Inc., a New York
customer research firm.

“It’s a little thing at best,” he said. Neil
Blumenthal, co-CEO of the web-based
global eyewear retailer Warby Parker,
which was among the companies that
filed legal briefs opposing Trump’s
immigration and transgender policies,
acknowledged political activism could
turn some consumers off.

“There’s always the risk that when
you stand for something there can be
a backlash,” Blumenthal said. “The big-
ger risk is to stand for nothing.”  —AP

Meetup takes risky leap 

into Trump resistance 
Network site to unveil plans in coming days

NEW YORK: In this March 13, 2017 photo, Scott Heiferman, CEO of Meetup, talks during an inter-
view in New York. The online networking site is partnering with a left-leaning labor union and a
former Hillary Clinton aide to roll out a platform for organizing people who oppose US
President Donald Trump. —AP

IOWA CITY: Mary Hintermeister knew she
needed to talk with her kids about safe use of
technology when her 8-year-old daughter
gave out Hintermeister’s phone number to a
friend, who proceeded to call and text 20
times a day. “My tech has gotten away from
me,” said Hintermeister, of Lone Tree.

The home-schooling mom of children ages
11, 8 and 5 asked Iowa City Public Library staff
to provide an online safety seminar, which
they did last week. Librarian Morgan Reeves
showed kids some fun online safety apps,
such as one showing how easy it is to crack
online password that are too easy. Parents
talked about the serious stuff, including cyber-
bullying, sexting, oversharing of personal
information and sexual solicitation online.

“You want to raise up children who can
navigate the internet the same way they can
navigate the real world,” said Jen Eilers, who
teaches technology classes at the library.
Eilers encouraged parents to talk with their
kids before they become teenagers, set rules

for online use and interact with children
online to know what they’re doing and spur
safe, fun use. Conversation starters could be
“What interests you about the internet?,” or
“Who do you like to interact with online?”

Telling kids about online dangers and how
to deal with them is important, Eilers said.
“You want to coach them what they should
do if they come across this content,” she said.
For example, if a pornographic image pops
up on the screen, some children may feel
comfortable clicking the back arrow, while
others may want to close the screen immedi-
ately and go tell Mom and Dad.

Tweens and teens also should understand
the consequences of inappropriate use of
technology. Sending nude photos, even of
yourself, is sexting and can result in criminal
charges. Kids may think using an app like
Snapchat, which puts a time limit on photos
and video before erasing the images, is safer,
but that backfires if users take screenshots of
the images and share them, Eilers said.

Cyberbullying, which could include any-
thing from online threats to posting unflat-
tering photos to hurt someone’s feelings, is
particularly hard for kids to escape because
hand-held technology follows them home at
night. Eilers recommends parents offer their
child who has been bullied several courses of
action, including the parent calling the other
child’s parents, going to the principal or ask-
ing the guidance counselor to mediate a dis-
cussion between the students.

Free and for-pay software can help par-
ents set up filters and monitoring tools for
online devices, Eiler said. Some programs
let parents set time limits or disable devices
at night. But Eilers thinks one of the best
tools is a technology usage contract drawn
up between parents and children that
establishes screen time limits, out-of-bound
sites, appropriate locations for internet use
and what behavior parents expect. “Help
your children become good digital citizens,”
she said. —AP

Iowa City class offers info 

on keeping kids safe online

NEW YORK: Some tech compa-
nies are gearing up for a fight
over Obama-era rules that pro-
hibit broadband providers from
treating some web services -
ahem, their own - better than
rival services. These rules made
the Federal Communications
Commission a tough overseer
of telecom.

But the new FCC chairman,
appointed by US President
Donald Trump, is a fierce critic of
these rules, which are known as net neutrali-
ty. The regulation bars broadband providers
from blocking or slowing down websites
and from charging internet companies like
Netflix or Hulu for faster access to cus-
tomers, a practice known as “paid prioritiza-
tion.” It also confers broader powers upon
the FCC to investigate companies’ practices.

It’s widely expected that Congress or the
FCC will undo or weaken these rules,
though no formal plan is on the table yet.

Vimeo, a New York-based video sharing
site that is part of billionaire media mogul
Barry Diller’s IAC/InterActiveCorp, is one of
the most vocal proponents of net neutrality.
Vimeo’s general counsel, Michael Cheah,
spoke with The Associated Press recently
about what the company sees coming.
Questions and answers have been edited
for clarity and length.

Q: Why are you defending rules before
anyone has made a move against them?

A: We wanted to show our support. If
and when it does become a point under
challenge, we will help organize.

Q :  W h a t  re s p o n s e  d o  yo u  e x p e c t

from the tech community?
A: When people have some-

thing to lose, you get more peo-
ple on board. You have a greater
incentive for people to dig in
and fight this. From private con-
servations I’ve had, there are
companies big and small that
do care about this. They are
waiting to act.

Q: Net neutrality got a lot of
public support in 2014. Do you
expect similar support when

immigration, health care and other issues
are already making headlines?

A: Is this a top-tier issue? Absolutely. It’s
how you get information. This time around
it’ll be just as important, if not more.

Q: What do you think of legislation that
enshrines net neutrality’s principles but
takes away the broader policing powers the
rules gave the FCC? Republican lawmakers
proposed that back in 2015.

A: You leave open too many ways for the
carriers to do other things. There’s too many
levers they have the ability to pull.

Q: Like what?
A: Zero rating is a good example of that.
Q: That’s when, for example, AT&T

exempts its own video service, DirecTV
Now, from phone data caps but charges
other video companies for the same favor.
How does that hurt you?

A: We have concerns about (broadband
providers) zero-rating their affiliated data.
We also have problems with people who
see zero rating as a profit center, try to
charge for it. There’s not much difference
between that and paid prioritization. —AP

Girding for net 

neutrality fight

Michael Cheah

SAN FRANCISCO: Jeff Jones, president of the
embattled ride-hailing company Uber, has
resigned just six months after taking the job, the
company confirmed Sunday.

In a brief statement, Uber didn’t say why
Jones left. “We want to thank Jeff for his six
months at the company and wish him all the
best,” it said. Jones told the tech blog Recode,
which first reported his resignation, that his val-
ues didn’t align with Uber’s.

“The beliefs and approach to leadership that
have guided my career are inconsistent with
what I saw and experienced at Uber, and I can
no longer continue as president of the ride shar-
ing business,” he said in a statement. Jones is the
latest of several high-level executives to leave
the San Francisco-based company. Last month,
a top engineering executive, Amit Singhal, left
Uber five weeks after his hire was announced.
He allegedly failed to disclose that he’d left his
previous job at Google because of a sexual
harassment allegation.

Ed Baker, Uber’s vice president of product and
growth, resigned earlier this month. So did Charlie
Miller, Uber’s top security researcher, who left to
join Didi, China’s larger ride-hailing company.

Jones’ departure comes days after Uber CEO
Travis Kalanick said the company will hire a chief
operating officer who can help write its “next
chapter.” Jones had left Target, where he was chief
marketing officer, to join Uber in September. Uber
has been hit by several controversies, including
allegations that it routinely ignores sexual harass-
ment. A recent video showed Kalanick profanely
berating a driver who confronted him about steep
cuts in Uber’s rates. Uber also acknowledged it
has used a program to thwart authorities who
have been trying to curtail or shut down its serv-
ice in cities around the world. The company also
has faces challenges in court.

Waymo, a self-driving car company that used
to be part of Google, last month sued Uber in
federal court, alleging betrayal and high-tech
espionage. —AP

President of embattled Uber 

leaves after 6 months on job
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CLAXTON, Georgia: Dr Kyle Parks sits in his office outside Evans Memorial
Hospital in Claxton. —AP

CLAXTON, Georgia: Talmadge Yarbrough
had just sat down at his desk and opened
a box of pecans when he let out a gasp
that could have been his last breath. He’d
gone into cardiac arrest in his office, a co-
worker called 911, and an ambulance
drove him two miles to the small hospital
that serves this rural community in south-
east Georgia. “I would have never lasted
to get to Savannah or Statesboro,”
Yarbrough said of the biggest cities near
Claxton - each 30 to 60 miles away. “I firm-
ly believe if that hospital wasn’t here, I
wouldn’t be here.”

But like Yarbrough, the 10-bed Evans
Memorial Hospital has fought to survive.
That story is reflected nationwide - rural
hospitals have long struggled, with
patients who are older,  suffer from
chronic illnesses, and face few insurance
options, if they’re insured at all. Most
rural hospitals have a higher-than-nor-
mal percentage of Medicaid patients;
expected cuts to the federal program for
low-income residents will affect facilities
everywhere, but experts and administra-
tors are particularly worried about rural
areas. Still more rural patients are on
Medicare, for those 65 and older, but
both programs’ reimbursements are low-
er than the cost of care.

Uninsured patients
Now, as Republicans in Washington

put forward long-anticipated plans to
get rid of President Barack Obama’s
Affordable Care Act, rural hospitals and
communities are watching the debate
closely. But if they didn’t fare too well
under the ACA, many question whether
they ’d be better off  under the plan
backed by President Donald Trump. At
Evans Memorial, many blue-collar work-
ers are unable to afford insurance but are
too well-off for Medicaid, said chief
financial officer John Wiggins. Such unin-
sured patients are perhaps the No. 1
problem for rural  hospitals:  Evans
Memorial has been saddled with $3 mil-
lion or more in unpaid medical bills in
recent years.

But the hospital can’t and won’t turn
away the uninsured - federal law pro-
hibits it in emergencies. Recently, Dr.
Kyle Parks performed an urgent gallblad-
der operation on an uninsured woman.
“It is what we’ve always done - we take
care of people, payer or no payer,” Parks
said. “But we’re fighting a struggle to
keep our little hospital open.” Evans
Memorial, which opened in 1968, has
managed to keep operating by seeking
new revenue - for example, a new wing
for dementia patients scheduled to open
soon. But the hospital was in the red for
four years before finding itself $50,000 in
the black this year.

“We do not have fear of the doors
closing, but we remember those days
and we never get comfortable,” said Nikki
NeSmith, the CEO who doubles as chief
nursing officer, in part to cut costs. “I
don’t think we’ll be in that comfortable
position anytime soon.” Meantime, other
rural hospitals have shuttered - 80 since
2010, mostly in the South and Midwest,
according to the North Carolina Rural
Health Research Program. A wave of clo-
sures also hit in the 1980s and early ‘90s

with changes in Medicare reimburse-
ment,  though Congress eventually
increased that.

Under an expansion
At Evans Memorial, about half the

patients are covered by Medicare; 10
percent are on Medicaid. An uneven,
state-by-state expansion of Medicaid
has been a problem there and else -
where. Georgia’s among 19 states that
didn’t expand the program under the
ACA. It’s never been a popular proposal
in rural Georgia, where Trump saw his
strongest  suppor t  in  the state.  But
Evans CFO Wiggins said many of his
uninsured patients would have qualified
under an expansion.

The ACA was intended to slash the
number of uninsured patients seeking
care they could never afford at hospitals.
It succeeded in rural areas, where overall
the rate of uninsured people fell by 8
percent since full implementation of the
law in 2014, said Brock Slabach, of the
National Rural Health Association. But it
fell more in urban areas, in part because
of the dearth of choices in the exchanges
set up under the ACA. Thirty to 40 per-
cent of rural communities have only one
company from which to pick.

Snap Lewis has been selling property
and casualty insurance in Claxton for
nearly four decades, and he said even he
couldn’t find affordable coverage after
the ACA was implemented. He took a
part-time job driving a school bus, with
health benefits. He wakes up at 4:45 am
for his morning route, then heads to his
insurance office at 8. He’s back on a bus
at 2 pm for his after-school route, and
then sells insurance for another hour or
so. “I thought it was a very good plan,”
Lewis said, “if you can stand the hours.”

Private-insurance
But not all rural residents can - and

many can’t find jobs with insurance at all.
At Evans Memorial,  10 percent of
patients are uninsured. Beyond the insur-
ance, Medicare and Medicaid problems,
rural hospitals face death by a thousand
paper cuts: a nationwide trend toward
outpatient care, trouble recruiting staff,
industry consolidation, low-patient vol-
ume, and a preference by private-insur-
ance clients for newer hospitals. When
rural hospitals are forced to close, the
effects reverberate, a 2016 Kaiser Family
Foundation study shows. Such hospitals
are often the community ’s largest
employer, leading to job losses. Doctors
and others leave the area. Closures also
make it hard to attract outside employ-
ers or investors who want quick access to
emergency rooms.

And for many rural health care work-
ers, the GOP’s new plan isn’t calming
nerves. At Evans Memorial, administra-
tors say they haven’t heard much in the
proposal that sounds beneficial - besides
perhaps the chance to allow Americans
to shop for insurance across state lines.
But officials recognize the tough task
legislators have. “I wouldn’t want to be in
a position where I needed to say, ‘Here’s
what we need to do to fix it,’” said Parks,
the hospital’s surgeon. “Because I honest-
ly don’t know what that would be.” —AP

Already in peril, rural hospitals 

unsure on health care bill

NEW YORK: A chilly climate isn’t keep-
ing Norway from basking in the glow of
being named the world’s happiest coun-
try yesterday. It surged from fourth
place in last year’s UN assessment all the
way to the top spot, according to the
World Happiness Report 2017. Other top
countries on the list included Nordic
neighbors Denmark and Iceland, as well
as nearby Switzerland. “All of the top
four countries rank highly on all the
main factors found to support happi-
ness: caring, freedom, generosity, hon-
esty, health, income and good gover-
nance,” the summary explained.

Rounding out the top 10 were
Finland, in fifth place, the Netherlands
(6), Canada (7), New Zealand (8), and
Australia and Sweden tied for 9th. The
entire top 10 were affluent, developed
nations, although money is not the
only ingredient for  happiness,  the
report said. In fact, among the wealthi-
er countries the differences in happi-
ness levels had a lot to do with “differ-

ences in mental health, physical health
and personal relationships: the biggest
single source of misery is mental ill-
ness,” the report said.

“Income differences matter more in
poorer countries, but even their mental
illness is a major source of misery,” it
added. Another major country, China, has
made major economic strides in recent
years. But its people are not happier than
25 years ago, the report found. China
ranked 79th in the study of 155 countries.
The United States meanwhile slipped to
the number 14 spot due to less social
support and greater corruption-the very
factors explaining why Nordic countries
fare better on the happiness scale.
Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg
welcomed the report as “a nice validation
yesterday morning. “For many years,
Norway has been behind Denmark in this
ranking. “I’ve made a point of it in many
dinner speeches in the Nordics. Now I
must find something new!” she said in a
message on Facebook in Norwegian.

“But even if we top this statistic now
we continue to prioritize mental health
care, to improve follow-up of children
and young people because many are
still struggling.” The World Happiness
Repor t  2017 was released by the
United Nations on the International
Day of Happiness. It is the fifth such
report since the first was published in
2012. “Since then we have come a long
way. Happiness is increasingly consid-
ered the proper measure of  social
progress and the goal of public policy,”
the report said. While the 10 countries
at the top remained the same as in a
2016 update, those in the bottom 10,
which had the lowest life evaluations,
showed greater variation. The Central
African Republic, which returned to the
surveyed group, came in dead last at
155, with Burundi and Tanzania doing
only sl ightly better.  Among the 20
largest losers, five were in the Middle
East and North Africa  and five were in
sub-Saharan Africa. —AFP

And the world’s happiest country is... Norway

PHNOM PENH: Cambodia has tem-
porarily stopped an American com-
pany from exporting locally-pumped
human breast milk, AFP has  learned,
after reports highlighted how some
of the country’s poorest women
were supplementing their income
through the trade. Utah-based com-
pany Ambrosia Labs claims to be the
first of its kind to export human
breast milk sourced overseas into
the United States for mothers who
want to supplement their babies’

diets or cannot supply enough of
their own milk. The milk is collected
in Cambodia, frozen and shipped to
the States where it is pasteurized
and sold by the company for $20
each 5 oz (147 ml) pack. But yester-
day Cambodia’s customs depart-
ment confirmed it had halted
exports. “We have asked them (the
company) to contact the Ministry of
Health because the product comes
from a human organ, so it needs per-
mission from the Ministry of Health

but they did not get it yet,” Kun
Nhem, General Director of Customs
and Excise, told AFP. 

He said government officials were
planning to meet soon to “determine
a policy about the product because it
is a bit sensitive”. AFP visited the
offices of Ambrosia Labs last week in
Stung Meanchey, a poor suburb in
the capital Phnom Penh. The office,
which uses the name Khun Meada,
was shuttered. Local women who
sold their milk said they had been

told business operations had been
suspended but they did not know
why. Chea Sam, a 30-year-old mother,
said she had been selling her breast
milk for the last three months follow-
ing the birth of her son.

“I got my milk pumped six days
per week and I earned between
30,000 to 40,000 riel ($7.5-$10) a day
based on the quantity of our breast
milk,” she told AFP. “I am poor, and
selling breast milk helped me a lot,”
she added. “We all cried when the
company informed us about the sus-
pension. We want it to be in busi-
ness,” she added, saying they knew
of at least 20 other mothers who
made money through their milk.
Cambodia remains one of Asia’s
poorest nations, with an average
annual income per person of $1,160.
Ambrosia Labs did not respond to
requests for comment. 

But in an interview with a
Cambodia-based reporter published
on Vice.com last week, co-founder
Bronzson Woods defended the busi-
ness. He said he hit upon the idea
while working in the country as a
Mormon missionary and that his com-
pany encouraged local women to
continue breastfeeding and provide a
steady income. In a video uploaded to
a YouTube account using the name
Khun Meada, a western man identify-
ing himself as the father of Bronzson
Woods asked Cambodia to allow a
resumption of exports. “I’m confident
that as the government here under-
stands the good that this is doing that
they will be on board,” he said, adding
the company had previously been
allowed to export milk on six previous
occasions.  Cambodia’s Ministry of
Health did not respond to requests for
comment. —AFP

Cambodia suspends human

breast milk exports to US

PHNOM PENH: This photo shows a man riding a motorbike past the offices of Ambrosia Labs in
the Stung Meanchey neighborhood of Phnom Penh. —AFP

WEST CHAZY, New York:  Only 17 snowy miles from
the Canadian border, Katie Bushey’s most basic needs
are met by traveling health aides who come into her
home to change her diapers, track her seizures,
spoon-feed her fettucine Alfredo and load her wheel-
chair into the shower. But that’s only if someone
shows up. Bushey, 32, who lost her vocal and motor
skills shortly after birth, is one of more than 180,000
Medicaid patients in New York who are authorized to
receive long-term, in-home care, the most in the
state’s history. But there are increasingly too few aides
to go around, especially in remote, rural areas.

When there aren’t enough aides for Bushey - over
a recent two-day stretch there were workers for only
four of the 26 hours of care for which she is author-
ized - her mother must stay home from her job at an
elementary school, forgoing a day’s wages and
scraping her savings to pay the bills. It’s a national
problem advocates say could get worse in New York
because of a phased-in, $15-an-hour minimum wage
that will be statewide by 2021, pushing notoriously
poorly paid health aides into other jobs, in retail or
fast food, that don’t involve hours of training and the
pressure of keeping someone else alive. “These
should not be low-wage jobs,” said Bruce Darling,
executive director at the Center for Disability Rights.
“We’re paying someone who gives you a burger the
same as the person who operates your relative’s ven-
tilator or feeding tubes.”

Nonprofit research
There are currently 2.2 million home health aides

and personal care aides in the US, with another
630,000 needed by 2024 as the Baby Boomer genera-
tion ages, according to the nonprofit research and
consulting group PHI. New York state employs about
326,000 home health workers but is predicted to need
another 125,000 by 2024. For now, home health aides
in New York state earn an average of about $11 an
hour, though wages are lower in upstate regions.
Advocates say the system needs a complete overhaul
that focuses on higher pay, worker retention and find-
ing methods of compensation beyond what is provid-
ed through Medicaid.

Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo has committed
nearly $6 billion in funding for home health care reim-
bursements in coming years as the agencies transition
to the $15 minimum wage. The state’s health depart-

ment has said it is developing an initiative to attract,
recruit and retain home health workers. New York law-
makers have held hearings on the issue, and both the
Senate and Assembly have so far included language in
their budgets that would review and restructure how
the state transfers Medicaid dollars to the providers,
agencies and workers with the aim of providing work-
ers and hours where they are needed most.

Other states are grappling with how to address
the dwindling workforce as their minimum wages
climb. In Maine, legislation in 2015 attempted to
make personal care worker wages more competitive
with specific reimbursements for worker compensa-
tion. But a popular initiative will raise the minimum
wage to $12 by 2020, minimizing those differences.
In Arizona, minimum wage increases have been
accompanied by increased reimbursement rates, and
in Washington state, workers negotiated a $15 wage
for some home-care workers for when the state mini-

mum increases to $13.50 in 2020. New York advo-
cates say a higher state minimum wage won’t attract
any extra workers in rural regions such as Clinton
County, where Bushey lives.

Special breed
A single agency, North Country Home Services,

hires and trains about 300 home health aides and per-
sonal care aides for about 1,000 people throughout a
mountainous region the size of Connecticut. In any
given week, the agency says, it leaves 400 hours of
state-authorized care unfilled due to staffing short-
ages. The aides who continue despite the wages are a
special breed, said Erica Stranahan, of Plattsburgh,
who has worked as a home health aide with North
Country for nine years and earns about $12 an hour.
Stranahan said several of her co-workers have recently
left homecare for less-intensive professions that will
soon have similar wages. —AP

Minimum-wage hikes could 

deepen shortage of health aides 

‘These should not be low-wage jobs’

ARCTIC CIRCLE: This file photo shows a private fishing cabin at a fjord
near Svolvaer, in Lofoten archipelago, Arctic Circle. —AFP

WEST CHAZY, New York: In this file photo, Stephanie Bushey, right, uses sign lan-
guage and eye movements to communicate with her daughter, Katie, at their home
in West Chazy. —AP 
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DUBAI, UAE: Bee’ah, the Middle
East’s leading and award-winning
environmental management com-
pany, signed a contract with FedEx
UAE. Bee’ah has collected several
tonnes of waste and recyclables in
six months from the multinational
courier delivery service provider.
FedEx, an environmentally conscious
corporation, awarded Bee’ah the
contract for three of its facilities due
to their expertise in providing sus-
tainable solutions andwaste man-
agement strategies in the United
Arab Emirates. This contract was
signed by Khaled Al-Huraimel, Group
CEO of Bee’ah, and David Ross,
FedEx’s Regional President in MEISA.

Packaging companies like Fed
Ex are well-known in the industry
for the relatively large amount of
waste they produce in a short time
frame. All indicators reveal that
Bee’ah has helped FedEx improve
and maintain waste collection and
recyclable efficiency within their
facilities. The collection of Fed Ex’s
waste and recyclables increased by
44% in the past six months. The
scope of Bee’ah’s contract included
state-of-the-art waste collection,
transportation and recovery. 

Fahad Shehail, Chief Development
Officer, Bee’ah, said: “Providing the
highest level of waste collection and
recycling services is central to our
expansion strategy. The expertise of
our operations around the UAE has
made Bee’ah the ideal partner for

international companies seeking a
profitable and sustainable future. We
have improved the environmental
standards of FedEx’s operations
through the implementation of recy-
cling and integrated waste manage-
ment systems and integrated servic-
es. These green practices set a great
example for the entire packaging
industry within the UAE.”

Bee’ah has provided general

waste collection services for three
FedEx facilities located in the UAE,
including: FedEx Metroplex, next
to Dubai Airport Terminal 2; FedEx
Al-Quoz Industrial  Area 1;  and
FedEx Garhoud, Al -Garhoud. As a
company with massive courier
del iver y operations,  FedEx
requires considerable storage of
recyclable waste such as plastics
and cardboard. 

Bee’ah has accelerated the use
of environmentally preferable
practices within corporations to
reduce the environmental impact
of traditional waste disposal
processes. Through collaboration,
Bee’ah aims to implement the best
international standards for waste
management operations as well as
support the UAE economy with
sustainable solutions.

Bee’ah’s expansion continues 

with three FedEx facilities
The collection of recyclables increased by 44% in six months

SYDNEY: This file photo shows male crocodile “Rex”, five meters in length
and estimated to be 30-40 years old, thrashing in the water while holding a
chicken in his mouth at Sydney Wildlife World. —AFP

SYDNEY: A fisherman whose body was pulled
from the water yesterday was likely killed by a
large crocodile, police said, after his empty
dinghy and speargun were found in northern
Australia. The 35-year-old was fishing alone off
Innisfail, south of Cairns in Queensland state,
and was reported missing on Sunday evening
when the boat and floating speargun, which
was pierced through a fish, were discovered. An
aerial and water search was launched with a
body retrieved yesterday morning.

“Initial investigations suggest the man may
have been taken by a crocodile,” Queensland
police said, adding that they believe it was a
four-meter (13-feet) beast. “Wildlife officers from
the Department of Environment and Heritage
Protection are targeting the crocodile for
removal.” The Cairns Post reported an aggressive
crocodile, thought to be the same one, attacked
a police boat late Sunday in what Inspector Rhys

Newton said was indicative of behavior when
the reptile has killed recently or is protecting a
food source. It was the second blow in a month
to the local spearfishing community after a man
recently had his leg ripped off by a shark at near-
by Hinchinbrook Island, the newspaper said.

The latest tragedy came only a day after a
teenager escaped the jaws of a crocodile by
punching it in the head during a late night swim
in a river close to Innisfail. The 18-year-old suf-
fered extensive injuries to his left arm after
being dared to jump in by his friends. Australia is
home to freshwater and saltwater crocodiles
with the more feared “salties” growing up to sev-
en meters long. Saltwater crocodile numbers
have exploded since they were declared a pro-
tected species in 1971, with recent attacks
reigniting debate about controlling them. They
kill an average of two people each year in
Australia. —AFP

Croc takes fisherman in Australia

BAIDOA, Somalia: Mariam Ibrahim, her seven chil-
dren and two neighboring families were the last to
leave their village in southwestern Somalia. They
loaded their combined belongings-blankets, cooking
pots, sleeping mats, jerry cans, clothes-onto a hired
donkey cart and walked beside it for 20 kilometers
(12 miles) to Baidoa, the closest city. “There is nobody
left now,” said the 28-year-old. She joined thousands
of others who are arriving in Baidoa each day, stag-
gering from the parched countryside into the garri-
son city, cloaked in rags and dust.

Clusters of stick and cloth domes are appearing
across the outskirts of Somalia’s regional capital. Somali
and Ethiopian soldiers-part of an African Union force-
secure the town against the Al-Qaeda-aligned Shabaab
militants whose control begins just 15 kilometers away.
Successive seasons of poor rains and failed harvests
have left farming families like Ibrahim’s destitute and on
the brink of famine. The United Nations is warning of an
unprecedented global crisis with famine already grip-
ping parts of South Sudan and looming over Nigeria,
Yemen and Somalia, threatening the lives of 20 million
people. For Somalis, the memory of the 2011 famine
which left a quarter of a million people dead is still fresh.
But Ibrahim said what is happening now feels worse.
First the food ran out, then the wells emptied.  And the
little water that remains is brackish or diseased. So when
her village of Aliyow Mumin suffered an outbreak of
cholera in late January, Ibrahim decided to leave.

Born into famine 
Muslima Kusow was born into famine 25 years

ago and survived 2011, but it was this year’s drought
which forced her to abandon her home for the first
time. She left the farming village of Roobey in early
March, trekking four days northwards with her six

children to Baidoa. Asked why, Kusow feathers four
slender fingers down her throat to mime swallowing,
then holds out an empty hand: “Thirst. Hunger.” Her
youngest child, two-year-old Asiba, is skinny and
pale, lacking the strength to hold her head upright.  

At the Deeg-Roor Medical Organisation—the
name means “first rains”—Abdirahim Mohamed says
new outpatients are registering for the UNICEF-
backed feeding program at an exponential rate.  In
February, 75 children were admitted to the clinic,
more than double the number in January and a fig-
ure he predicts will double again in March. The worst
cases-youngsters too weak to feed, or those suffer-
ing from outbreaks of cholera that have killed 286
and infected over 11,000 nationwide this year-are
taken to the city hospital.

‘Hungry all the time’ 
Inside, cholera patients lie on blankets on the con-

crete floor or on metal bed frames, attached to intra-
venous drips. Tuk-tuks race in disgorging new victims.
Visitors are sprayed with chlorine on the way out. In
the intensive care unit of the hospital’s malnutrition
center, nine beds are tightly packed into a hot, dim
room. All but one are occupied by mothers with their
slowly recovering children. Hamsia Ibrahim, 32, swirls
breast milk in a plastic bowl before trickling it into a
syringe and feeding it, through a nasal tube, into the
stomach of her seven-month-old daughter Shamso.
Her husband and five other children stay in a
makeshift camp for the recently uprooted where they
arrived last month.

“My other children are hungry all the time, but
they are not sick like this,” she said of Shamso, whose
diarrhoea and vomiting caused her weight to plum-
met. She said a local businessman handed out

cooked food at the camp a week ago: “That was the
last time we had three meals in a day.” The growth of
the camps is accelerating. There are 133 of the settle-
ments, expanding towards one another across the
barren, rocky land. The UN records new arrivals by the
household and says 2,929 arrived in the first week of
March. The figure for the whole of February was
3,967. The average household is estimated to number
six people meaning roughly 2,500 people are arriving
in Baidoa every day.

By mid-afternoon in the camps, the temperature
tilts towards 40 degrees, the hot wind conjures dust
devils and the thorny trees provide little shade.
Everyone is hungry at ADC-3, a camp named, ironical-
ly, after Somalia’s defunct Agricultural Development
Corporation that used to distribute surplus grain.
Children lie listless in their families’ tattered huts wait-
ing to see if there will be anything to eat today, apart
from the cup of sugary black tea that passed for
breakfast for most.

Slowly, purposefully Habibo Abdo walked into the
camp clutching a bundle of sticks and looking for her
relatives. The old, frail woman had walked for two
days with nothing to eat or drink and collapsed in the
dirt after taking a deep draught of water offered by a
well-meaning resident. Moments later, her 30-year-
old daughter, Dero, was found and sat stroking her
mother’s arm, cooling her with drops of water. They,
too, had abandoned their home when the crops
failed, the food stores ran out and the water ran dry.
In the camps of Baidoa, at least, aid agencies provide
clean water and medical treatment, there is food in
the city’s markets and the possibility of earning mon-
ey as a labourer or beggar. But with meteorologists
pessimistic about the prospect of rain, hope is an
increasingly scarce commodity. —AFP

Cloaked in rags and dust, 

Somalis flee looming famine

BAIDOA, Somalia: Women carry firewood as they walk back to a makeshift
camp on the outskirts of Baidoa, in the southwestern Bay region of Somalia,
where thousands of internally displaced people arrive daily after they flee-
ing the parched countryside. —AFP photos

BAIDOA, Somalia: A severely malnourished child in the hands of her mother
waits to be processed into a UNICEF- funded health program catering to
children displaced by drought, at the regional hospital in Baidoa town.
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Take a while out of your busy schedule for
some Spa time. The Spa at Hilton Kuwait
Resort offers many treatments to choose

from, you can relax knowing you’re in the
hands of professional therapists. It’s the perfect
place to restore balance and purify your body.
From the signature Aromatherapy, Thai, Super
deluxe, to the Deep Tissue massage there are a
large number of treatments available. The Spa

therapists can help tailor treatments and rec-
ommend the correct aftercare to make sure the
results last.

The Spa also offers “The Tropical Rainforest
Shower”, it is the ideal place to experience a
variety of tropical shower treatments- a warm
shower set at varying temperatures, infused
with the delicious perfume of tropical fruit.
Compliment your experience with a dip in the

Aqua-medic pool, a session in the sauna or
steam room. With inspiration taken from across
the globe, The Spa at Hilton Kuwait Resort is
designed with whole body relaxation in mind.
With treatments hand-picked from a variety of
cultures, combined with the highest quality
service in a comfortable, hygienic environment,
you’ll enjoy an unrivalled experience of ulti-
mate luxury and serenity. 

Immerse yourself in the Hilton spa experience

YMCA Kuwait gave a Farewell to Koshy
Alexander, who is leaving Kuwait for
good. He was in Kuwait for the past

Twenty Seven years and has been very active
in the YMCA activities.  He hails from
Trivandrum, Kerala. The meeting was held in
Salmiya, presided by Dr AT Varghese
(President).  Parimanam Manoj (General
Secretary) welcomed all.  A memento was
presented for his valuable service to the

YMCA during his tenure. Dr AT Varghese,
Agesh Skariah Thomas, Biji Samuel, Mathew
Eapen, Saji Varghese Palakkunnel, Raju
Kurukavelil, Johnkutty Oommen, Sunu
Oommen & Parimanam Manoj made felicita-
tion speeches during the meeting. In the reply
speech, he expressed the valuable support
received from YMCA Kuwait & members.  Vote
of thanks was given by Mr. Agesh Skariah and
the function ended with a grand dinner.

YMCA Kuwait hosts farewell to Koshy

The Year 2 pupils of Kuwait National English School celebrated their
annual concert, titled ‘A Beautiful World’ on Sunday night, 12th March
2017. Pupils, in vivid and colorful costumes, paid tribute to springtime

with particular focus on birds, plants and animals through song and dance.

The message of the concert highlighted our schools Mission Statement of us
having only One ‘Earth Home’ and taking care of her so that we have a beauti-
ful planet still left over for future generations. The concert ended with a
vibrant African Dance. The audience thoroughly enjoyed the performances.

Thrissur Association of Kuwait
(TRASSK) Vanithavedhi conducted
workshop (Integral Development of

Child and Motherhood) on Friday 17
March at poppins hall, Abbassiya. The
meeting started with prayer. The general
secretary Sijo Sunny welcomed the gath-
ering. TRASSK President Jeeves Erinjeri
Inaugurated the workshop. Vibheesh

Thikkodi (Writter, teacher and philanthro-
pist) conducted the class. And Mahesh
Iyer (Principal, Smart Bhavans School)
conducted his interactive session.
Felicitations were offered by
Vanithavedhi general convener Santhi
Venugopal and secretary Aneesa Hassim.
Vanithavedhi joint secretary kalarajan
proposed vote of thanks.

Thrissur Association 

of Kuwait workshop

KNES annual year concert: ‘A Beautiful World’
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Al-Anbaa gala celebration for 41st anniversary

Al-Anbaa local Arabic daily recently celebrated its 41st anniversary by holding a special ceremony at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Al-Baraka Ballroom. The ceremony was held under the auspice of minister of
information and minister of state for cabinet affairs, Sheikh Mohammed Al-Abdullah and was attended by Kuwaiti and Arab dignitaries, writers, artists and diplomats. —Photos by Joseph Shagra



T V  PR O G R A M S
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01:45   Sharknado 2: The Second One   
03:45   Forbidden Empire   
06:00   Rivers Nine   
08:00   Jurassic Hunters   
10:00   Forbidden Empire   
12:00   Swelter   
14:00   Blunt Force Trauma   
16:00   Last Knights   
18:00   Code Of Silence   
20:00   Tomorrow Never Dies   
22:00   Wanted   

00:50   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
01:45   Bondi Vet   
02:40   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
03:35   Tanked   
04:25   Escape To Chimp Eden   
04:50   Escape To Chimp Eden   
05:15   Gator Boys   
06:02   Weird Creatures With Nick Baker   
06:49   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
07:36   Call Of The Wildman   
08:00   Call Of The Wildman   
08:25   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
09:15   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
10:10   Escape To Chimp Eden   
10:35   Escape To Chimp Eden   
11:05   Tanked   
12:00   Dogs/Cats/Pets 101   
12:55   Bondi Vet   
13:50   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
14:45   Gator Boys   
15:40   Escape To Chimp Eden   
16:05   Escape To Chimp Eden   
16:35   Tanked   
17:30   The Jeff Corwin Experience   
18:25   Rugged Justice   
19:20   Pit Bulls & Parolees   
20:15   Tanked   
21:10   Escape To Chimp Eden   
21:35   Escape To Chimp Eden   
22:05   Rugged Justice   
23:00   Pit Bulls & Parolees   
23:55   Gator Boys   

00:35   Line Of Duty   
01:35   Line Of Duty   
02:35   DCI Banks   
03:25   DCI Banks   

04:10   Casualty   
05:05   New Tricks   
06:00   Doctor Who: The Husbands Of
River Song   
07:00   Casualty   
07:55   Father Brown   
08:45   Doctor Who   
09:30   New Tricks   
10:25   Casualty   
11:25   Father Brown   
12:15   Doctor Who   
13:05   New Tricks   
14:00   Casualty   
14:55   Father Brown   
15:45   Doctor Who   
16:30   I Want My Wife Back   
17:05   New Tricks   
18:00   Doctors   
18:30   Doctors   
19:05   Father Brown   
20:00   Frankie   
21:00   The Level   
21:50   DCI Banks   
22:40   DCI Banks   
23:30   Doctors   

00:00   Crimes That Shook Australia   
01:00   Killers   
02:00   I Escaped My Killer   
03:00   Homicide Hunter   
04:00   Crimes That Shook Australia   
05:00   Killers   
06:00   I Escaped My Killer   
07:00   Crime Stories   
08:00   Crime Stories   
09:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
10:00   Homicide Hunter   
11:00   I Didn't Do It   
12:00   I Didn't Do It   
13:00   I Didn't Do It   
14:00   I Didn't Do It   
15:00   Crime Stories   
16:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
17:00   Homicide Hunter   
18:00   Killers: Behind The Myth   
19:00   It Takes A Killer   
19:30   It Takes A Killer   
20:00   The First 48   
21:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
22:00   Crime Stories   
23:00   The First 48   

00:30   Prototype This   
01:20   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
01:45   Kids Do The Craziest Things   
02:10   Pick A Puppy   
02:35   Pick A Puppy   
03:00   What Happened Next?   
03:25   What Happened Next?   
03:50   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
04:40   How It's Made   
05:05   How It's Made   
05:30   Dirty Jobs   
06:20   Mythbusters   
07:00   Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild   
07:25   Awesome Adventures   

07:50   Bondi Vet   
08:40   How It's Made   
09:05   How It's Made   
09:30   Prototype This   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   Bondi Vet   
12:00   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   
12:50   How It's Made   
13:15   How It's Made   
13:40   Dirty Jobs   
14:30   Dick 'n' Dom Go Wild   
14:55   Awesome Adventures   
15:20   Mythbusters   
16:10   Prototype This   
17:00   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
17:25   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
17:50   Now That's Funny   
18:40   What Happened Next?   
19:05   What Happened Next?   
19:30   How It's Made   
19:55   How It's Made   
20:20   Mythbusters   
21:10   Australia Smashes Guinness
World Records   
21:35   Australia Smashes Guinness
World Records   
22:00   World's Funniest Fails   
22:50   What Happened Next?   
23:15   What Happened Next?   
23:40   Bear Grylls: Born Survivor   

00:10   Hank Zipzer   
00:35   Binny And The Ghost   
01:00   Violetta   
01:45   The Hive   
01:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:40   Hank Zipzer   
03:05   Binny And The Ghost   
03:30   Violetta   
04:15   The Hive   
04:20   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
04:45   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:10   Hank Zipzer   
05:35   Binny And The Ghost   
06:00   Violetta   
06:45   The Hive   
06:50   The 7D   
07:00   Jessie   
07:25   Jessie   
07:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
07:55   The Zhuzhus   

08:20   Elena Of Avalor   
08:45   Bunk'd   
09:10   Bunk'd   
09:35   Stuck In The Middle   
10:00   Stuck In The Middle   
10:25   Bizaardvark   
10:50   Bizaardvark   
11:15   Disney The Lodge   
11:40   Camp Rock 2: The Final Jam   
13:20   Jessie   
13:45   Jessie   
14:10   Austin & Ally   
14:35   Austin & Ally   
15:00   Liv And Maddie   
15:25   Liv And Maddie   
15:50   Sunny Bunnies   
15:55   The Zhuzhus   
16:20   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
16:45   Elena Of Avalor   
17:10   Stuck In The Middle   
17:35   Descendants Wicked World   
17:40   Girl Meets World   
18:05   Bizaardvark   
18:30   Bunk'd   
18:55   Best Friends Whenever   
19:20   Disney The Lodge   
19:45   Disney Mickey Mouse   
19:50   Austin & Ally   
20:15   Star Darlings   
20:20   Shake It Up   
20:45   Backstage   
21:10   Liv And Maddie   
21:35   Cracke   
21:40   Dog With A Blog   
22:05   Best Friends Whenever   
22:30   Jessie   
22:55   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
23:00   Kirby Buckets   
23:25   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
23:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   

00:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
00:35   The Hive   
00:45   Loopdidoo   
01:00   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:15   Calimero   
01:30   Art Attack   
01:55   Zou   
02:05   Loopdidoo   
02:20   Henry Hugglemonster   
02:35   Calimero   
02:50   Zou   
03:05   Art Attack   
03:30   The Hive   
03:40   Loopdidoo   
03:55   Henry Hugglemonster   
04:10   Art Attack   
04:35   Loopdidoo   
04:50   Calimero   
05:05   Art Attack   
05:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:45   Zou   
06:00   Art Attack   
06:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
06:45   Loopdidoo   
07:00   Zou   
07:15   Calimero   

07:30   Loopdidoo   
07:45   Henry Hugglemonster   
08:00   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
08:05   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
08:15   Jake And The Neverland Pirates   
08:30   Miles From Tomorrow   
08:45   Goldie & Bear   
08:55   The Lion Guard   
09:20   PJ Masks   
09:35   Jake And The Neverland Pirates   
09:50   Doc McStuffins   
10:00   Goldie & Bear   
10:15   PJ Masks   
10:30   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
10:35   The Lion Guard   
11:00   Sofia The First   
11:30   Doc McStuffins   
11:55   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
12:20   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
12:50   Loopdidoo   
13:05   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
13:30   Gummi Bears   
13:55   Zou   
14:10   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
14:35   PJ Masks   
15:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
15:30   The Lion Guard   
15:55   Unbungalievable   
16:00   Sofia The First   
16:30   Doc McStuffins   
16:55   Goldie & Bear   
17:20   The Lion Guard   
17:50   PJ Masks   
18:15   Sofia The First   
18:40   Doc McStuffins   
19:05   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
19:30   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
20:00   Goldie & Bear   
20:30   Goldie & Bear   
21:00   Unbungalievable   
21:05   Goldie & Bear   
21:35   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
22:00   My Friends Tigger & Pooh   
22:25   Gummi Bears   
22:55   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
23:00   PJ Masks    

00:20   Street Outlaws   
01:10   Gold Rush   
02:00   Idris Elba: Fighter   
02:50   Killing Fields   
03:40   Fast N' Loud   
04:30   Storage Hunters   
05:00   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Outback Truckers   
06:50   Street Outlaws   
07:40   Fast N' Loud   
08:30   The Island With Bear Grylls   
09:20   Storage Hunters   

09:45   How Do They Do It?   
10:35   Gold Rush   
11:25   What On Earth?   
12:15   Alaskan Bush People   
13:05   How Do They Do It?   
13:30   Storage Hunters   
14:20   Alaska: The Last Frontier   
15:10   The Island With Bear Grylls: USA   
16:00   Outback Truckers   
16:50   Fast N' Loud   
17:40   Street Outlaws   
18:30   How Do They Do It?   
19:20   The Island With Bear Grylls: USA   
20:10   Storage Hunters   
21:00   The Wheel: Survival Games   
21:50   Running Wild With Bear Grylls   
22:40   Ed Stafford: Into The Unknown   
23:30   Fast N' Loud   

06:00   Gravity Falls   
06:25   Counterfeit Cat   
06:50   Atomic Puppet   
07:15   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
07:25   Danger Mouse   
07:40   Supa Strikas   
08:10   K.C. Undercover   
08:35   Star Wars Freemaker Adventures   
09:00   Lab Rats   
09:25   Lab Rats   
09:50   Danger Mouse   
10:20   Supa Strikas   
10:45   Supa Strikas   
11:10   Counterfeit Cat   
11:35   Becoming   
12:00   Wendy Wu: Homecoming Warrior   
13:30   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
13:45   Atomic Puppet   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Counterfeit Cat   
14:40   Supa Strikas   
15:05   Lab Rats   
15:30   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
15:55   Right Now Kapow   
16:25   K.C. Undercover   
16:50   Future-Worm!   
17:15   Gravity Falls   
17:40   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
18:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:10   Mighty Med   
18:35   Pants On Fire   
20:05   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
20:20   Kickin' It   
20:45   Mighty Med   
21:10   Danger Mouse   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Marvel's Avengers Assemble   
22:10   Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man vs
The Sinister 6   
22:35   Boyster   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA   

00:05   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
00:55   Keeping Up With The Kardashians   
01:50   E! News   
02:50   #RichKids Of Beverly Hills   

03:45   #RichKids Of Beverly Hills   
04:40   #RichKids Of Beverly Hills   
05:30   Celebrity Style Story   
06:00   LA Clippers Dance Squad   
06:55   E! News   
07:10   LA Clippers Dance Squad   
08:10   E! News   
09:10   Mariah's World   
10:05   Mariah's World   
11:00   Mariah's World   
12:00   E! News   
12:15   Celebrity Style Story   
12:40   Celebrity Style Story   
13:10   So Cosmo   
14:05   So Cosmo   
15:00   E! News   
15:15   WAGs   
16:10   WAGs   
17:05   WAGs   
18:05   WAGs   
19:00   E! News   
20:00   Celebrity Style Story   
20:30   Celebrity Style Story   
21:00   Mariah's World   
22:00   Mariah's World   
23:00   E! News   
23:15   Botched   

00:00   Mystery Diners   
00:30   Mystery Diners   
01:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
01:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
02:00   Man Fire Food   
02:30   Man Fire Food   
03:00   Chopped   
04:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
05:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
05:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
06:00   The Kitchen   
07:00   The Pioneer Woman   
07:30   The Pioneer Woman   
08:00   Siba's Table   
08:30   Siba's Table   
09:00   The Pioneer Woman   
09:30   The Pioneer Woman   
10:00   The Kitchen   
11:00   The Pioneer Woman   
11:30   The Pioneer Woman   
12:00   Siba's Table   
12:30   Siba's Table   
13:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
13:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
14:00   Chopped   
15:00   The Kitchen   
16:00   The Pioneer Woman   
16:30   The Pioneer Woman   
17:00   Chopped   
18:00   Iron Chef America   
19:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
19:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
20:00   Man Fire Food   
20:30   Man Fire Food   
21:00   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
21:30   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
22:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
23:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
23:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   

00:10   The Chase   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Coronation Street   
02:30   The Jonathan Ross Show   
03:25   Midsomer Murders   
05:15   Broadchurch   
06:10   The Chase   
07:05   The Jonathan Ross Show   
08:00   Midsomer Murders   
09:35   Callie-Anne Cooks Into The Wild   
10:00   Broadchurch   
10:55   The Chase   
11:50   The Jonathan Ross Show   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Coronation Street   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   The Chase   
15:10   The Jonathan Ross Show   
16:00   Murdoch Mysteries   
16:55   Brief Encounters   
17:50   Broadchurch   
18:45   Emmerdale   
19:15   Coronation Street   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   The Jonathan Ross Show   
21:00   Murdoch Mysteries   
21:55   Brief Encounters   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Coronation Street   
23:40   Coronation Street   

00:00   The Universe   
01:00   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
02:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
03:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
03:50   Ancient Aliens   
04:40   Pirate Treasure Of The Knights
Templar   
05:30   The Universe   
06:20   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   

07:10   The Universe   
08:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
09:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
10:00   Ancient Aliens   
11:00   Pirate Treasure Of The Knights
Templar   
12:00   The Universe   
13:00   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
14:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
15:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
16:00   Ancient Aliens   
17:00   Pirate Treasure Of The Knights
Templar   
18:00   The Universe   
19:00   WWII: Europe's Secret Army   
20:00   Cities Of The Underworld   
21:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
22:00   Ancient Aliens   
23:00   Ancient Aliens   

00:20   Battle 360   
01:10   The Curse Of Oak Island   
02:00   Hunting Hitler   
02:50   Storage Wars   
03:15   American Pickers   
04:05   Pawn Stars   
04:30   Pawn Stars   
05:00   Mountain Men   
06:00   American Restoration   
06:50   Shipping Wars   
07:15   Shipping Wars   
07:40   Counting Cars   
08:05   Counting Cars   
08:30   Pawn Stars   
08:55   Pawn Stars   
09:20   Storage Wars Texas   
09:45   Storage Wars Texas   
10:10   American Pickers   
11:00   Search For The Lost Giants   
11:50   Time Team   
12:40   Swamp People   
13:30   Ax Men   
14:20   Mountain Men   
15:10   Shipping Wars   
15:35   Shipping Wars   
16:00   Counting Cars   
16:25   Counting Cars   
16:50   Pawn Stars   
17:15   Pawn Stars   
17:40   Hunting Hitler   
18:30   The Curse Of Oak Island   
19:20   Mountain Men   
20:10   American Pickers   
21:00   Ice Road Truckers   
21:50   Fifth Gear   
22:40   Swamp People   
23:30   American Pickers   

00:15   Food Lover's Guide To The Planet   
00:40   Valentine Warner's Wild Table   
01:05   Raw Travel   
01:30   Dog Whisperer   
02:20   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
02:45   Wineroads   
03:10   The Best Job In The World   
03:35   Lyndey Milan - Taste Of Australia   
04:00   World's Best Beaches   
04:50   Tripping Out With Alie & Georgia   
05:20   Sara's Australia Unveiled   
05:45   Confucius Was A Foodie   
06:40   Croatia's Finest   
07:10   Raw Travel   
07:35   Dog Whisperer   
08:30   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
09:00   Wineroads   
09:25   The Best Job In The World   
09:55   Lyndey Milan - Taste Of Australia   
10:20   World's Best Beaches   
11:15   Confucius Was A Foodie   
12:10   Sara's Australia Unveiled   
12:40   Raw Travel   
13:05   Dog Whisperer   
14:00   Valentine Warner Eats Scandinavia   
14:30   The Food Files   
14:55   The Best Job In The World   
15:25   Lyndey Milan - Taste Of Australia   
15:50   World's Best Beaches   
16:45   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Med   
17:40   Confucius Was A Foodie   
18:35   Croatia's Finest   
19:05   The Best Job In The World   
19:30   Lyndey Milan - Taste Of Australia   
20:00   World's Best Beaches   
20:55   Charlie Luxton's Homes By The
Med   
21:45   Confucius Was A Foodie   
22:35   Croatia's Finest   
23:00   Raw Travel   
23:25   Dog Whisperer   

00:10   The Border   
01:00   Highway Thru Hell   
02:00   Mine Kings   
02:55   Mega Factories: Supercars   
03:50   The Border   
04:45   World's Toughest Fixes   

05:40   Access 360 World Heritage   
06:35   Filthy Riches   
07:30   Highway Thru Hell   
08:25   Mygrations   
09:20   World's Toughest Fixes   
10:15   Monster Fish   
11:10   Wicked Tuna   
12:05   Air Crash Investigation   
13:00   Mygrations   
14:00   Mars   
15:00   Filthy Riches   
16:00   Monster Fish   
17:00   Wicked Tuna   
18:00   Air Crash Investigation   
19:00   Filthy Riches   
20:00   Monster Fish   
20:50   Wicked Tuna   
21:40   Air Crash Investigation   
22:30   Filthy Riches   
23:20   Access 360 World Heritage   

00:20   Snake Paradise   
01:10   Hunter Hunted   
02:00   Tiger Queen   
02:50   Animals Gone Wild   
03:45   The Invaders   
04:40   Ultimate Animal Countdown   
05:35   Tiger Queen   
06:30   Animals Gone Wild   
07:25   The Invaders   
08:20   Ultimate Animal Countdown   
09:15   Wild 24   
10:10   Survive The Wild   
11:05   Man V. Monster   
12:00   Shark Men   
12:55   Man V. Cheetah   
13:50   Animals Gone Wild   
14:45   Jobs That Bite!   
15:40   Ultimate Animal Countdown   
16:35   World's Deadliest Animals   
17:30   Survive The Wild   
18:25   Man V. Monster   
19:20   Jobs That Bite!   
20:10   Ultimate Animal Countdown   
21:00   World's Deadliest Animals   
21:50   Survive The Wild   
22:40   Man V. Monster   
23:30   Shark Men   

01:00   Max Keeble's Big Move   
03:00   Ghost Squad   
05:00   Turbo: A Power Rangers Movie   
07:00   Scooby-Doo! And Kiss: Rock And
Roll Mystery   
09:00   Scooby-Doo! And The Beach
Beastie   
10:00   K-9 Adventures: Legend Of The
Lost Gold   
12:00   Turbo: A Power Rangers Movie   
14:00   Scooby-Doo! And The Beach
Beastie   
15:00   Snow Dogs   
17:00   Little Women   
19:00   Nancy Drew   
21:00   Frankenweenie   
23:00   Snow Dogs   

00:00   Running Scared   
02:00   Norbit   
04:00   The Beautician And The Beast   
06:00   Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2   
08:00   Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2   
10:00   Baby Mama   
12:00   Ricki And The Flash   
14:00   Ride   
16:00   You Again   
18:00   Baby Mama   
20:00   Ricki And The Flash   
22:00   Ride   

00:00   In America   
02:00   Somewhere Slow   
04:00   The Yellow Handkerchief   
06:00   Batkid Begins   
08:00   I Believe In Miracles   
10:00   WarGames   
12:00   Wuthering Heights   
14:00   Ronaldo   
16:00   Pele: Birth Of A Legend   
18:00   Of Mice And Men   
20:00   The Disappearance Of Eleanor
Rigby: Him   
22:00   On My Way   

01:00   Moomins And The Comet Chase   
02:30   Cher Ami   
04:15   Daddy I'm A Zombie   
06:00   Blue Elephant 2   
07:45   Bolts And Blip   
09:15   Pim And Pom: The Big Adventure   
10:45   Moomins And The Comet Chase   

12:15   Cher Ami   
14:00   Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion   
16:00   Pim And Pom: The Big Adventure   
17:45   The Heart Of The Oak   
19:30   Memory Loss   
21:15   Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion   
23:00   Bolts And Blip   

00:00   Wild Horses   
01:45   Up Close And Personal   
04:00   Sherlock Holmes   
06:15   Gridiron Gang   
08:30   Barefoot   
10:00   S.W.A.T.   
12:00   Sherlock Holmes   
14:15   Dick Tracy   
16:00   Breakdown   
17:45   War Of The Worlds   
19:45   D-Tox   
21:30   Blood Diamond   

00:40   Mythbusters   
01:30   How Do They Do It?   
01:55   Food Factory   
02:20   NASA's Unexplained Files   
03:10   Strangest Weather On Earth   
04:00   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
04:48   Mythbusters   
05:36   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Food Factory   
06:24   NASA's Unexplained Files   
07:12   Strangest Weather On Earth   
08:00   How Do They Do It?   
08:26   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
09:14   Mythbusters   
10:02   Strangest Weather On Earth   
10:50   How Do They Do It?   
11:14   Food Factory   
11:38   The Unexplained Files   
12:26   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
13:14   Mythbusters   
14:02   How Do They Do It?   
14:26   Food Factory   
14:50   Strangest Weather On Earth   
15:38   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
16:26   NASA's Unexplained Files   
17:14   Mythbusters   
18:02   Strangest Weather On Earth   
18:50   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
19:40   Mythbusters   
20:30   Sport Science   
21:20   How Do They Do It?   
21:45   Food Factory   
22:10   Strangest Weather On Earth   
23:00   Sport Science   
23:50   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   

00:20   Married By Mum And Dad   
01:10   Return To Amish   
02:00   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
02:25   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
02:50   Love At First Swipe   
03:15   Cake Boss   
03:35   Designer Darlings   
04:20   Little People, Big World   
04:45   Little People, Big World   
05:10   Toddlers & Tiaras   
06:00   Dare To Wear   
06:50   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
07:15   Say Yes To The Dress UK   
07:40   Randy To The Rescue   
08:30   Little People, Big World   
08:55   Little People, Big World   
09:20   Kate Plus 8   
10:10   Love At First Swipe   
10:35   Cake Boss   
11:00   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
11:25   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
11:50   Dare To Wear   
12:40   Designer Darlings   
13:30   Oprah: Where Are They Now?   
14:20   Iyanla: Fix My Life   
15:10   Toddlers & Tiaras   
16:00   Little People, Big World   
16:25   Little People, Big World   
16:50   Kate Plus 8   
17:40   Love At First Swipe   
18:05   Cake Boss   
18:30   Little People, Big World   
19:20   My Big Fat Fabulous Life   
19:45   Say Yes To The Dress:
Bridesmaids   
20:10   Dare To Wear   
21:00   Too Ugly For Love?   
21:50   The Day I Almost Died   
22:40   Monsters Inside Me   
23:30   Too Ugly For Love?   

00:00   Mysteries At The Museum   
01:00   Bizarre Foods America   
02:00   Mysteries At The Museum   
03:00   Expedition Unknown   
04:00   World's Greatest Motorcycle Rides   
05:00   Mysteries At The Museum   
06:00   Bizarre Foods America   RIDE ON MOVIES COMEDY HD

BAREFOOT ON OSN MOVIES HD

SWELTER ON OSN MOVIES ACTION
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (16/03/2017 TO 22/03/2017)

SHARQIA-1
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           2:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           5:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  7:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  10:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    11:30 AM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           1:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           4:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           6:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           9:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           11:30 PM

SHARQIA-3
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    2:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         4:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         6:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    8:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         10:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    12:45 AM

MUHALAB-1
SLEEPLESS                                                         11:45 AM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  1:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  4:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  6:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  9:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           3:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           5:30 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         8:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         10:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           11:30 AM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           2:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           4:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           7:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           9:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:05 AM

FANAR-1
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    11:45 AM

VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    1:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    3:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    5:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 7:45 PM
LOGAN                                                                9:15 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    12:05 AM

FANAR-2
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         2:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         4:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         6:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         8:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         10:15 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:15 AM

FANAR-3
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  1:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  4:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           6:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           9:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           11:30 PM

FANAR-4
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           2:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           5:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           7:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           10:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:30 AM

FANAR-5
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  12:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  2:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  5:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  7:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  10:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  12:45 AM

MARINA-1
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           1:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         1:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           3:30 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         6:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         8:00 PM
LOGAN                                                                10:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:45 AM

MARINA-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  11:45 AM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  2:15 PM

KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  4:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  7:15 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  9:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  12:15 AM

MARINA-3
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           11:30 AM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           2:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           4:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           7:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           9:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    11:45 AM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    1:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    3:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    5:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    7:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    9:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    11:45 PM

AVENUES-2
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX               11:30 AM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST-3D-4DX          2:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST-3D-4DX          4:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST-3D-4DX          7:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST-3D-4DX          9:45 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND -3D-4DX               12:30 AM

AVENUES-3
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         2:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         4:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         6:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         8:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         10:45 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:45 AM

360 º- 1
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    11:30 AM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           1:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST -3D                   4:15 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           7:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           9:45 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:30 AM

360 º- 2
LOGAN                                                                1:15 PM
KIKORIKI. Legend of the Golden Dragon
12:00 PM

KIKORIKI. Legend of the Golden Dragon 2:00
PM
FRI+SAT
LOGAN                                                                4:00 PM
LOGAN                                                                6:45 PM
LOGAN                                                                9:30 PM
LOGAN                                                                12:15 AM

360º- 3
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 1:15 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 1:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 3:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 4:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 6:30 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 8:15 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 10:00 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 11:45 PM
AL-KOUT.1
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           11:30 AM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           2:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           4:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           7:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           9:30 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           12:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           3:00 PM
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           5:30 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         8:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         10:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.3
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  12:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  2:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  5:00 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  7:30 PM
KONG: SKULL ISLAND                                  10:00 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.4
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    12:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    2:45 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    4:45 PM
HAMAH - Kuwaiti Film                                 6:45 PM
LOGAN                                                                8:15 PM
VENGEANCE: A LOVE STORY                    11:00 PM
SLEEPLESS                                                         1:00 AM

BAIRAQ-1
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST                           1:00 PM

Arrival Flights on Tuesday 21/3/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 405 Sohag 00:05
JZR 1903 GYD 00:10
KAC 776 Riyadh 00:20
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
MSC 411 Asyut 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
KAC 102 London 01:25
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 635 Doha 01:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
AXB 395 Kozhikode 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
KAC 354 BLR 05:20
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
KAC 344 Chennai 05:35
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:45
JZR 529 Asyut 05:45
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
KAC 364 Colombo 06:05
KAC 384 Delhi 06:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:20
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 07:00
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 07:35
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
AVV 651 Asyut 10:10
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRA 675 Lar 10:40
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
QTR 8511 Doha 12:00
KAC 286 Dhaka 12:25
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
JZR 561 Sohag 12:40
FDB 075 Dubai 12:50
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
KAC 680 Dubai 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 564 Amman 13:40
KAC 788 Jeddah 13:45
KAC 792 Madinah 13:50
BBC 143 Dhaka 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
KAC 692 Muscat 14:30
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 542 Cairo 14:45

KAC 672 Dubai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 618 Doha 15:00
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50
KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 16:35
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
JZR 325 Al Najaf 17:50
NIA 251 Alexandria 17:55
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 746 Dammam 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 502 Beirut 19:30
KAC 778 Riyadh 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 514 Tehran 19:50
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 168 Paris 19:55
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:05
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 562 Amman 20:40
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:45
KAC 616 Bahrain 20:50
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:50
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
CLX 8675 Luxembourg 21:35
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:35
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
KLM 415 Amsterdam 22:10
NIA 151 Cairo 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
PIA 239 Sialkot 22:35
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
JZR 555 Alexandria 23:20
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Tuesday 21/3/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
ETD 920 Abu Dhabi 00:45

MSC 406 Sohag 01:00
BBC 144 Dhaka 01:30
KLM 411 Amsterdam 01:50
MSC 412 Asyut 01:55
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:55
AXB 396 Kozhikode 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
KAC 167 Paris 04:25
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
LMU 5511 Cairo 05:00
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
JZR 560 Sohag 06:05
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 645 Amman 07:05
THY 6376 Tehran/Istanbul 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
KAC 541 Cairo 07:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 07:45
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:55
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
KAC 679 Dubai 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:40
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
KAC 791 Madinah 09:00
KAC 691 Muscat 09:00
KAC 117 New York 09:00
KAC 101 London 09:35
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
AVV 652 Sohag 11:10
KAC 617 Doha 11:10
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
IRA 674 Lar 11:40
KAC 501 Beirut 11:55
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 12:05
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
QTR 8512 Doha 13:30
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
TXC 1621 IQA 14:00
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
FDB 076 Dubai 14:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
JZR 324 Al Najaf 14:25

KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KAC 561 Amman 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 15:20
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
KAC 513 Tehran 15:25
BBC 144 Dhaka 15:30
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 777 Riyadh 16:00
KAC 745 Dammam 16:00
JZR 554 Alexandria 16:10
KAC 357 Kochi 16:20
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
KAC 615 Bahrain 17:35
KAC 343 Chennai 17:40
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 283 Dhaka 18:30
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
NIA 252 Alexandria 18:55
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 361 Colombo 20:35
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:00
MSR 607 Luxor 21:05
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:25
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
DLH 634 Doha 21:35
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:50
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 203 Lahore 22:15
KAC 413 Bangkok 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
NIA 152 Cairo 23:10
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:20
PIA 240 Sialkot 23:35
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PRAYER TIMINGS

Automated enquiry
about the 

Civil ID card is
1889988

Fajr: 04:32

Shorook: 05:51

Duhr: 11:55

Asr: 15:23

Maghrib: 18:00

Isha: 19:17

Lady maid is needed to work
as a part-timer in a house locat-
ed in Salmiya. Salary is KD 100
and total working hours (20-24
HRS). Call 66417504. (C 5283)
17-3-2017

SITUATION VACANT

ACCOMMODATION

Partition for rent shuon,
Hawally, Tunist st. Only for
Filipino. Ph: 55195488. 
(C 5287)

Accommodation available
for a Catholic bachelor at
Abbassiya near Unique
store No. 2, opp Best Bakers

from 1st of April 2017.
Contact: 66110593 or
24313908. (C 5286)
19-3-2017



TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2017

You may be considering ways in which to improve your financial status
now. Without a short-term extra job, there may not be any opportunities

right away to solve this dilemma. Creative endeavors, however, may bring surprises your
way. Plan to show off your special talents as often as possible. You may still have time to
prepare for a flea market or creative art show in your area-check it out! You may be
pleased at the positive feedback that is just waiting to come your way. You communicate
well with others. This evening you might work on your artistic talent, listen to a book or
lecture on tape, plant some spring flowers, repair and complete jobs around the house
or begin work on a family vehicle. You are never still. Sleep comes quickly tonight.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

This can be one of your best days overall. Be aware of reckless activities
and make it a point to bring a balance into your life. Slow and easy will get you to your
goals in a satisfactorily manner. Much can be accomplished in the workplace today.
Emotions are up and you may even find yourself pondering a bit on the meaning of life
with a few of your co-workers. You feel at one with your situation. This is a productive
and potentially satisfying day. While concentrating on ways in which to better your
health, remember, plenty of water, regular meals and fruit juices will fill you up and get
rid of the toxins as well. Eat foods high in fiber to avoid water retention and a clogged
body. Swimming and martial arts are good exercises, especially for your heart.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

A slow day calls for creative thinking and you are just the one to create a
change, if change is needed. Your lighthearted, easygoing manner soon turns a frus-
trating day into a successful day. You can attract attention and get a line forming fast-
any company would be fortunate to have you on their side. This could mean you are
involved with some type of demonstration work that is catchy and grabs the atten-
tion of the customer. You end this workday with the feeling of a job well done. This
evening you will do well in activities that include children, young people and your
home. You could feel real harmony at this time for circumstances and those around
you. Tonight you enjoy a long soak in a bath, or at the least, a good foot soak to relax.

This is a good time to enroll in a night school or take a correspondence
course. You are unusually self-assertive with all the proper finesse that happily sways
people to your way of thinking. Your willingness to be true to yourself makes you
more appealing to others. Your power is showing and you use it well. This is a time
during which circumstances bend to your will and things have a way of working out
smoothly. Here are real opportunities to complete and work out any difficulties and
projects that require both long-term effort and a high degree of discipline. There are
many positive love signals in your sign now. Sex, power and money are compelling
aphrodisiacs. Secrets, taboos and mysteries are appealing.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Theories are important but they cannot come into fruition without some
creative or intuitive help. This is where you come onto the scene today. Working through
problems acted out with others may be the order of the day and hard to avoid. Lady luck
smiles brightly on you and nothing seems to slow your progress. Hint . . . Finish one job
before tackling another. An unexpected announcement can make you feel ten feet tall. A
career achievement puts you on display. This afternoon, you will plan ways to reach out
to others in order to help those who suffer. This could come about through a community
program; whether you or someone else starts this program, the end results are most pos-
itive. Candles and good smells create a form of relaxation this evening.

You work to gather and exchange information today that will help you
stay aware and alert to important professional matters. You have a need to be respect-
ed and you work hard to gain respect and appreciation from all with whom you inter-
act. You can expect a little boost today, some sort of extra support or recognition from
someone very important in your workplace. You have a knack for organizing things
and people. Appointments, phone calls and conferences gain your attention. An inter-
est in a new intellectual pursuit may be fostered. Poetry and art may be possible later
this afternoon-your way of relaxation. All types of relationships are favorable. Your
emotions are in balance, making sexual relations particularly meaningful.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Financial savvy and a practical turn of mind are qualities that take on
greater importance in your life now. A wheeler-dealer attitude is prevalent now. A dis-
ciplined approach to work is especially important now. This is not the time to switch
careers or try to force change. This is a time that will stimulate your creativity and
experimentation. You will find that you cannot keep everything the same and still get
what you need, so adjustments in your life flow may be necessary. Learn when to let
go of the old perhaps even comfortable things in order to make room for the new.
Your communication skills with friends and loved ones are positive and you may
enjoy some time with them this evening. A get-together full of sharing would be fun.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Some of the people around you today are difficult to understand. This
does not necessarily mean a different language. It could be that people are visiting
around your work area and causing distractions. You may feel the need to become
involved with their conversation but it would be best to tend to your own work now.
You have a strong need for nurturing others just now and this energy could be best
spent in a volunteer organization. Many organizations would be happy to have you
working with them-think about this. Your family may want to join you in this endeavor
so it may be time to sit down and talk about helping others and choices. This is an out-
going and very expressive cycle of experience for you. You enjoy creating new things.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

There are enthusiasm and quick-minded activity today. Your judgment is
good and will lead to success. This is a time for imagination and creativi-

ty when it comes to ideas and thinking. This, coupled with the ability to put your
thoughts into words, allows you to captivate and charm others. Perseverance in your
work today should be exercised as much as possible, especially since slow and steady
wins the race. An unhappy friend comes to visit you this afternoon. Your ability to lis-
ten helps this person to hear what he or she needs to do to make some positive life
changes. Emotions in particular, or the feelings of those around you, may be very clear.
You appear perhaps more charming and refined this evening when you visit a friend.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You display an urge to be recognized by co-workers for your hard work.
Ideas and interaction with authority figures or older people may come about this morn-
ing. You may not appreciate the emotional energy of someone you meet today, but
things will smooth out, given time. Someone could appear aggressive or pushy. You do
not like the way a situation feels at the gut level, but there is not enough information to
make any statement. Learning what makes people tick helps you to understand about
life. Your instinctive orientation at this time is getting down to healing the roots of some
disturbance. This evening there are thoughts of running away to join a circus as life does

get stressful occasionally. All in good fun, you have a few friends that would join you.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

After the crossword puzzle this morning, you may look for more chal-
lenges. You enjoy figuring things out and solving problems and your fam-

ily may be the type of family that always has a puzzle sitting on a card table in the corner
of a room. When someone passes by the card table, that person might stop and put a
piece in the puzzle. This year might be a good time to consider creating your own puz-
zles. Send in a couple of your puzzles to the newspaper and see what sort of response
you get. Professional responsibilities are easy to complete and with your business
expertise, there may be a bit of political involvement today. Fortunately, there is always
time for play with family members and they want to show off for you this evening. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

There is a heightened interest in health and diet today. This may have
come to your attention while stepping on the scales this morning. Aim for achieve-
ment and create a plan. In the workplace today, you have an urge to get things organ-
ized into a rational system in order to make projects move along at a faster pace.
Contacts with faraway people and places play a part in your afternoon. You and a
friend will discuss education and travel-you may feel you need to further your educa-
tion in another country. Higher education or philosophical contacts have a part in
making good things happen. This evening you will be able to buy a special item you
have been wanting for some time. Do not spend more than necessary just now.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1554

ACROSS
1. In addition.
5. Pouch used in the shipment of mail.
12. Any of various units of capacity.
15. An inhabitant of Lappland.
16. Someone who guards the entrance to a

building.
17. A constellation in the southern hemisphere

near Telescopium and Norma.
18. A stiff chitinous seta or bristle especially of

an annelid worm.
20. A person responsible for hiring workers.
21. Having undesirable or negative qualities.
22. A soft yellow malleable ductile (trivalent

and univalent) metallic element.
23. A heavy odorless colorless gas formed dur-

ing respiration and by the decomposition
of organic substances.

25. A condensed but memorable saying
embodying some important fact of expe-
rience that is taken as true by many peo-
ple.

28. English actor noted for his portrayals of
Shakespeare's great tragic characters
(1789-1833).

29. (usually followed by `to') Having the neces-
sary means or skill or know-how or
authority to do something.

31. Strike with disgust or revulsion.
34. An intensive care unit designed with spe-

cial equipment to care for premature or
low-birth-weight or seriously ill newborn.

36. Edible starchy tuberous root of taro plants.
40. 40th President of the United States (1911- ).
41. An angular shape characterized by sharp

turns in alternating directions.
42. United States comedian.
43. One of the often brightly colored and

branching hornlike structures on the back
of the nudibranch (and other related mol-
lusks) that serve as gills.

46. A statement that deviates from or perverts
the truth.

47. Someone who copies the words or behav-
ior of another.

48. (Norse mythology) Ruler of the Aesir.
49. In a nice way.
51. A genus of tall Asian trees of the family

Bombacaceae.
53. A sudden short attack.
55. Exhibiting or restored to vigorous good

health.
56. Call forth.
58. (Greek mythology) One of the three Graces.
60. A penicillinase-resistant form of penicillin

(trade name Nafcil) used (usually in the
form of its sodium salt) to treat infections
caused by penicillin-resistant strains of
staphylococci.

61. (golf ) The cavity left when a piece of turf is
cut from the ground by the club head in
making a stroke.

65. A long-playing phonograph record.
68. Stain (furniture) black to make it look like

ebony.
70. The United Nations agency concerned with

atomic energy.
72. A member of an agricultural people of

southern India.
76. A socially awkward or tactless act.
77. Someone who works (or provides workers)

during a strike.
78. Away from the mouth or oral region.
79. On or toward the lee.
80. (obstetrics) The number of live-born chil-

dren a woman has delivered.
81. The sound made by a hen after laying an

egg.
82. Articles of the same kind or material.

DOWN
1. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising solely

the razorbill.
2. A Loloish language.
3. A health resort near a spring or at the sea-

side.
4. An organization of countries formed in 1961

to agree on a common policy for the sale
of petroleum.

5. Extinct flightless bird of New Zealand.
6. A very poisonous metallic element that has

three allotropic forms.
7. Goddess of spring and wife of Bragi.
8. Being three more than fifty.
9. A tower that is part of a defensive structure

(such as a castle).
10. A unit of surface area equal to 100 square

meters.
11. Relating to or associated with or compris-

ing a convolution of the brain.
12. A small cake leavened with yeast.
13. (informal) Exceptionally good.
14. Remove with or as if with a ladle.
19. United States writer remembered as the

secretary and companion of Gertrude
Stein (1877-1967).

24. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic ele-
ment.

26. Keep in mind or convey as a conviction or
view.

27. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat
trimmed off.

30. A state of Uganda and site of a former
Bantu kingdom.

32. Fig tree of India noted for great size and
longevity.

33. Fungus used in the preparation of punk for
fuses.

35. The god who fathered the islands and gods
of Japan with his sister Izanami.

37. Indigo bush.
38. A rotating power drill powered by an elec-

tric motor.
39. Any North American shrubby perennial

herb of the genus Heliopsis having large
yellow daisylike flowers.

44. A public promotion of some product or
service.

45. English theoretical physicist who applied
relativity theory to quantum mechanics
and predicted the existence of antimatter
and the positron (1902-1984).

50. Portable power saw.
52. Utter a high-pitched cry, characteristic of

pigs.
54. Prohibited by law or by official or accepted

rules.
57. An alloy of copper and zinc (and some-

times arsenic) used to imitate gold in
cheap jewelry and for gilding.

59. An artificial language that is a revision and
simplification of Esperanto.

62. Mexican revolutionary leader (1877-1923).
63. Flexible twig of a willow tree.
64. A native American tent.
66. Large burrowing rodent of South and

Central America.
67. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
69. A Chadic language spoken in northern

Nigeria.
71. The sense organ for hearing and equilibri-

um.
73. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
74. A licensed medical practitioner.
75. (Judaism) Sacred chest where the ancient

Hebrews kept the two tablets containing
the Ten Commandments.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

  

DAAYY:

      

 the Next 24 foreatherWeExpected 

ASTTAATTION

W

  

4 Hours

  

4 DAAYYS FORECAST

DAAYY DAATTE WEAATTHER
Temper

MAX.

  

ratures
Wind Direction Wind SpeedMIN.

  PRAAYYER TIMES
Fajr

Sunrise
Zuhr
Asr

Sunset
Isha

 KUWAYESTERDARECORDED AYY ATT WAAIT AIRPORT
MAX. Temp.  
MIN. Temp. 
MAX. RH 
MIN. RH 

MAX. Wind
ALLRAINFALOTT TAL FA L IN 24 HR.

°C
°C
%
%
km/h
mm

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Jason Derulo is planning a break from music to focus
on a career in acting. The 'Don't Wanna Go Home' hit-
maker has revealed his plans to have a stab at

Hollywood after he releases his first album since 2015's
'Everything Is 4', as he's always had a passion for movies
ever since he studied theatre at college. And he already
has some experience on his CV having previously had
guest appearances in TV's 'Lethal Weapon' and 'Empire'.
Revealing his plans to take time out and act, he said: "I def-
initely want to do more - it's just finding time as doing a
movie that's four months of my time without doing shows
and making music. "This is something I have wanted to do
for a long time but I always end up getting the music bug
but I do really want to take the time out and do some seri-
ous acting. "It's something I have always been into and I
actually did acting at college, I went to musical theatre col-
lege." The 27-year-old singer - who has spawned hits
including 'Talk Dirty', 'The Other Side' and 'Wiggle' - is cur-
rently putting the finishing touches to his first studio LP in
two years and has teased there are a number of "unexpect-
ed" duets on there, which came together at his own studio.

According to the Daily Star newspaper, he said: "I'm finish-
ing up the album now, I have some really great stuff I'm
excited to share. The album is coming very soon, there's
some really dope, unexpected collaborations coming. "I
have really enjoyed this album, it is the first album that I
have done within my own space, and it's just been an
incredible process. "When I'm inviting these artists to come
to the studio I am inviting them to come to my compound
and it has been a dope experience." Derulo has already
released his collaboration with Nicki Minaj and Ty Dolla
$ign, 'Swalla' and It's likely that one of the collaborators on
his new album could be Scottish DJ Calvin Harris as he pre-
viously revealed the pair were keen to work on music
together once they can find some time in their busy sched-
ules. Jason previously said: "We've been in contact and
Calvin and I are interested in working together for sure.
"But it's just finding the right time and right song, we both
have busy schedules, but I hope so."  

Jason Derulo planning acting career 

Queen get
Monopoly game 

The 'We Will Rock You' group's guitarist Brian May was
forced to officially announce their version of the
world famous board game after details were leaked

on Amazon, but the 69-year-old guitar god - who is joined
by Roger Taylor and Spike Edney in the legendary rock
group - revealed they've been working on it for over a year
and managed to keep tight-lipped about it until the leak.
In a series of tweets, he wrote: "Well YES !!! So somebody
leaked this info ! I should have leaked it myself ! I think
Queen fans will love our new Monopoly game ! Bri
...Launch of our fabulous new official Queen Monopoly
game scuppered by a leak to AMAZON ! But you guys will
love it I'm sure. I do ! Bri ... OK - since the news is out there
... guess what these little guys are ? Which one would you
choose? Bri ... "YES ! it's true !!! We've been very secretly
developing Queen Monopoly for over a year. "And it is due
in a shop near you in May. I'm excited - It was a blast work-
ing on it - like making an album ! We hope you love it !
choose your weapons !!! Bri (sic)" May showed off the indi-
vidual game metal pieces on Instagram, which include the
hoover late great frontman, Freddie Mercury - who died in
1991 aged 45 due to complications caused by AIDS - used
in the music video for 1984's 'I Want to Break Free', Brian's
guitar, the wireless from 'Radio Ga Ga' and 1978's 'Bicycle
Race' video. Gamers and fans of the 'Bohemian Rhapsody'
hitmakers will be able to make their way around the board
following their journey to success, staring off at their first
ever gig in 1970 at Imperial College, London and Mercury's
last ever performance with the band in 1986 at Knebworth
Park in Hertfordshire.  The game is slated for release in May.

Cabello on the 
'scariest' part of leaving

Fifth Harmony 

Camila Cabello says the "scariest part" of leaving Fifth
Harmony was the unknown path she faces as a solo artist.
The 20-year-old singer - who made up one fifth of the girl

group alongside Ally Brooke, Normani Kordei, Dinah Jane and
Lauren Jauregui - quit the band in December 2016 and she is glad
she took the risks involved with pursing a solo career as "express-
ing" herself has "become a necessity". Speaking to the latest issue
of FAULT magazine, she admitted: "I think the scariest part about it
is leaving a successful project to pursue a new dream with a new
path full of questions of self-discovery that only you can answer.
But even when I feel so grateful for the opportunity to be a part of
my former group, expressing myself as an artist became a necessi-
ty." The 'Hay Ma' hitmaker also admits that she is a perfectionist
and gets "frustrated" with herself when her music isn't 100 per
cent how she would like it to be. Asked about the pressure to get
things perfect, she said: "I've always felt pressure to get everything
perfect, and I've never gotten there, but I think that's what keeps
me growing, and keeps me frustrated with myself and keeps me
reaching. I think if you're ever comfortable and think 'wow. this is
it. I've figured it out.', you stop trying and you stop growing." The
brunette beauty is gearing up to release her debut solo album and
says she would often write for herself throughout her five years in
the 'Work From Home' group. She said: "I was always writing, not
necessarily for myself, but just because I really wanted to be a
songwriter. I think as I was writing I found my own voice as an
artist and as a person, and I'm discovering more about it every
day." Camila has enjoyed the freedom to work with different writ-
ers and producers on mastering her "own musical vision". Asked
what the best part of her solo journey has been so far, she said:
"Working with so many talented writers and producers and follow-
ing my own musical vision. I love the ability to create something
out of nothing altogether." Little is known about Camila's LP, but
she is hoping to release it in autumn.  She said: "I hope to release
my first few songs before summer and then go from there and
hopefully an album in the Fall."

Drake reportedly cut Jennifer Lopez from his
new album after their romance failed. The
30-year-old rap star recently enjoyed a

brief fling with the 'Jenny from the Block' star - but
Drake decided to cut their collaboration from his
new album 'More Life' after Jennifer broke off their
romance and started a relationship with baseball
legend Alex Rodriguez. Jennifer, 47, was poised to
appear on the track 'Get It Together' but the
female verse was instead recorded by Jorja Smith
after their fling ended, according to the Daily Star
newspaper. Despite this, Drake recently hinted
that he is not quite over the star.  On the song
'Free Smoke' on his new album 'More Life', Drake
raps: "I drunk text J-Lo/ Old number, so it bounce
back." Jennifer, meanwhile, has rubbished claims
she only dates younger men, following her on/off
romance with Drake and a previous long-term
romance with Casper Smart, 29. She explained:
"First of all, stop! I don't date younger men. I don't
think men have to be younger. It's not about that. I
just meet people, and if I go out with them, I go
out with them. And if I like them, I like them, and if
I don't, I don't. It's about the person, you know
what I mean? It's about who they are. It has noth-
ing to do with age! "There's this thing, because I
dated beau [her backing dancer Casper Smart],
and he was younger, and he was the first guy I
ever dated who was younger than me, but then I
got labeled right away. 

Drake 'cut Jennifer Lopez from
album after failed romance' 

Iggy Azalea
announces new single 

Iggy Azalea has announced her new single will be
released on Friday. The 26-year-old rapper has taken to
social media to reveal the track, entitled 'Mo Bounce',

will hit shelves and streaming websites at the end of the
week. Taking to Twitter, the 'Fancy' hitmaker posted a pho-
to of the artwork for the single, alongside the caption: "You
guys did good putting the pieces together! My new single
#MoBounce comes out next Friday! 3/24. Get ready. (sic)"
Iggy also took to Instagram to announce the news, sharing
pieces of the artwork across nine separate posts which
when viewed on her account make up a large version of
the photo. Each image was captioned: "#MoBounce March
24 (sic)" The announcement comes after the 'Black Widow'
musician recently took to Twitter to apologise for the delay
in releasing her album 'Digital Distortion' - which was set
for release last year - but said she felt it was important to
push it back to 2017 so she could include songs which
reflected the "personal changes" she has been through,
namely her split from Nick Young. She said: "Hi guys ... I
have decided to include one of the songs from my upcom-
ing album 'Digital Distortion' on the new Def Jam
#DirectDeposit tape ... "Also I felt it was important to say; I
know its been a long wait for my album - SORRY! ... I hope
my fans understand my life has been filled with so many
personal changes ... I felt it was important I made some
creative changes too - I needed my album to reflect where
my head's at in 2017 ... "I really appreciate the patience &
I'm so excited for all the new music, new visuals, album
preorder dates etc. ... I'll be releasing throughout the
month of March. Thanks for your support <3 IGGY (sic)"
'Mo Bounce' will be released on March 24.

Ed Sheeran made
James Blunt

uncomfortable 

Ed Sheeran made James Blunt feel
"uncomfortable" when they wrote
songs together. The 26-year-old singer

is a co-writer on the 'You're Beautiful' hitmak-
er's new album 'The Afterlove' and James, 43,
had never written material from such a per-
sonal point of view until his friend pushed
him to go deeper with his feelings.
Discussing 'Make Me Better', a song about
James' wife Sofia Wellesley, the 43-year-old
star told the Daily Telegraph: "It's a song I'm
uncomfortable with for that reason. Ed said
'Come on, it's your job, you veil a lot of
things', for that reason it was great to work
with him. "He is so open and he dragged me
into that space." Meanwhile, James recently
claimed he and the 'Shape of You' hitmaker
made up the story that Princess Beatrice acci-
dentally sliced Ed's face with a sword. The
pair hit the headlines in November when it
was reported that 'Castle on the Hill' singer
had been struck in the face with a sharp
weapon by the royal as she was pretending
to 'knight' fellow musician James at a party at
the Royal Lodge in Windsor. But the
'Goodbye my Lover' singer has now claimed
they fabricated the story in order to cover up
the fact that Ed had simply cut himself whilst
drunk. He said: "Ed was drunk, messing
around, and he cut himself. We made a fancy
story up; people fell for it. It was very embar-
rassing." And asked how much of the story
involving the 'Sing' hitmaker and 28-year-old
Beatrice was made up, James said: "All of it!"
Ed has also refused to comment on the sub-
ject in the past, after claiming he wasn't sure
if he was allowed to talk about it. He said in
January: "Yeah... there's... I don't know if I can
talk about that, you know."

Ben Wheatley couldn't care less if people walkout of his new
movie 'High-Rise'. The 44-year-old English director's
dystopian drama is based on J.G. Ballard's novel of the

same name and the story is set in the UK in an alternate 1970s in a
tower block which is for the rich and privileged whom become
disinterested in the outside world and society due to the conven-
iences on offer. Wheatley's film follows Tom Hiddleston's charac-
ter, neurologist Dr. Robert Laing, as the apartment block
descends into chaos The movie has proven to be divisive as there
have been reports of viewers walking out of screenings while
reviews have veered from glowing to critical, with some writers
describing it as "pointless and pretentious". Speaking at the Three
Empire Awards on Sunday, when asked what he thought about
the walk-outs, Wheatley replied: "Well, I couldn't care!" He was
then asked if that was all he had to say on the matter, and he
replied: "Absolutely!" As well as Hiddleston, the film also stars
Jeremy Irons, Sienna Miller, Luke Evans, Elisabeth Moss, James
Purefoy, Keeley Hawes and Augustus Prew.  Although Wheatley is
being bullish about the walkouts now, he has previously admitted
that a reaction like that can be "bruising" to his ego. He said:
"There's walkouts, but what kind of an idiot walks out of a film? I
don't think I've ever walked out of a movie. I've always made the
movies for me and that sounds arrogant, but I understand there's
an audience that's like me and I play to that audience. My gamble
is that it's big enough to support the film." On the world premiere
walkouts he added: "It can be bruising on the day, but it's fine. I
get worried that one day you'll make a film nobody will go and
see. But at least people are passionate about it." Wheatley attend-
ed the Empire Awards as 'High-Rise' was nominated for Best

British Film but lost out to 'I, Daniel Blake'.  However, Wheatley did
not leave the ceremony at The Roundhouse in London empty-
handed as 'The Greasy Strangler' - on which he acted as executive
producer - was named Best Comedy.

Ben Wheatley couldn't care less
about High-Rise walkouts 
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Robbie Williams will release his next album on YouTube. The 43-year-
old singer is planning to release a number of tracks which did not
make it onto his last record, 'The Heavy Entertainment Show, as a

compilation titled 'Under The Radar Volume 2'.  A source told The Sun:
"Robbie has the songs recorded and ready to go. The tracklisting for 'The
Heavy Entertainment Show' was meticulously picked by him as he wanted
it to have a certain sound but he has loads of great music still in the vault.
"There's also intriguing stuff left over from previous albums that fans will
want to hear. "After previously keeping his fans waiting so long for new
music he wants to keep them interested." Meanwhile, Robbie recently
blasted modern pop stars as "boring" because they don' take drugs and
diss one and other. The 'Mixed Signals' singer thinks it's "weird" that artists

aren't as rock 'n' roll as they used to be, with antics which were all the rage
in the 90s such as trashing hotel rooms and feuding with your peers - like
he did with his rival Liam Gallagher - all going out of fashion. He said: "We
were a different breed back then [in the 90s] - cussing and dissing and
needing to say things in order to be interesting. I don't think people do
that now. It was expected of everybody to be drunk and off their face on
cocaine. People don't do that now - it seems so weird ... If people did that
now, it would just look a bit sad. I think it just depends what drugs are out
there at the time. What's out there at the moment? Ketamine? Or am I out
of date on that?"

Robbie Williams to release
new album on YouTube 

Nelly Furtado
explains break

from music 

Nelly Furtado took a break from music
because she parted ways with her manage-
ment for personal reasons. The 'I'm Like a

Bird' hitmaker - who has 13-year-old daughter
Nevis with ex Jasper Gahunia - struggled with jug-
gling being a mother ate the age of 22 and her
music career and she was forced to take time out
when her business relationship failed. In an inter-
view with Refinery 29, she revealed: "My life was
pretty much on fast-forward from the age of 20.  "I
signed my first record deal, and then it was con-
stant juggling of my work and my home life. I
became a mother at quite a young age, I was 25,
then I had a long-term business relationship [with
her ex-manager] who was like a father figure to
me. A couple of years ago I realised we had to part
ways, and when that ended I took a look at a
bunch of stuff in my life, and had this urge to sim-
plify it. I didn't quit music, but I quit juggling. I
thought, 'I'm going to clean my own toilet and
wash my own underwear!'" The 38-year-old singer
says her latest album 'The Ride' was her channel-
ing her emotions creatively and realizing what she
wanted from life by digging out the "truth" from
the people around her. She explained: "The album
is all realizations. I didn't wanna be surrounded by
bull**** anymore; I want to demand truth from the
people around me and from myself. It's about
dreams not always matching up to reality and
coming out of the other side."

Reynolds and Gyllenhaal fear alien attack 

'Life' stars Jake Gyllenhaal and Ryan Reynolds
would be useless if they had to battle a real-
life alien invasion. The two actors appear

together in the sci-fi thriller, in which they must bat-
tle an aggressive extraterrestrial organism from Mars.
Although Ryan, 40, and Jake, 36, display heroic quali-
ties in the movie they don't think they'd put up much
of a fight if little green men from outer space decided
to conquer Earth. Speaking at the world premiere of
'Life', held at SXSW in Austin, Texas, Ryan - who plays
Roy Adams in the film - said: "If this happened to me,
I'm not qualified for this. I spent 30 minutes working
on a microwave a few days ago." And Jake - who por-
trays David Jordan - confirmed he'd be no good in
that situation either. He added: "Seriously, I find
treadmills complicated, so I don't know that I'd be
able to survive on the International Space Station if a
creature attacked." But one thing that the pair did do
well was have great camaraderie on set - although
these elements are missing from the finished edit.
Co-star Rebecca Ferguson said: "I realized [after see-
ing it] that the film that I saw is not the film I shot. On
set it was a sort of very homey, fun environment, a lot

of jokes." Jake agreed, describing the set "a wonderful
place to be" despite the fear-filled plot. He shared:
"We were laughing all the time. None of us takes our-
selves that seriously, so there was a really wonderful
spirit on set all the time." 'Life' follows a team of scien-
tists aboard the International Space Station, whose
mission of discovery turns to one of survival when
they begin to conduct experiments a rapidly evolving
lifeform that could have caused extinction on Mars,
and now threatens the crew and all life on Earth.
Director David Espinosa has likened the film to Sir
Ridley Scott's 1979 sci-fi horror classic 'Alien' but
pointed out one key distinction that he hopes audi-
ences make. He added: "The realism of ['Life'] makes it
different than other movies. Alien takes place 200
years into the future - this one could take place
tomorrow." Also starring in 'Life' are Olga
Dihovichnaya, Ariyon Bakare and Hiroyuki Sanada,
while 'Deadpool' writers Paul Wernick and Rhett
Reese penned the screenplay.

Kunis and
McKinnon to 

co-star in spy movie 

Mila Kunis and Kate McKinnon are in talks to co-star
in 'The Spy Who Dumped Me'.  The actresses are
being considered for the leading roles in the

movie, written and directed by Susanna Fogel, about two
best friends who become caught up in international espi-
onage after one of their former boyfriends was revealed as
a spy, The Wrap reports. Brian Grazer and Imagine
Entertainment are producing the movie for Lionsgate.
Meanwhile, last year Mila, 33, who has two children with
husband Ashton Kutcher, said that she was sick of being
compromised in her career because of her gender and she
had learned to stand up for herself. She said: "It's what we
are conditioned to believe - that if we speak up, our liveli-
hoods will be threatened ... Throughout my career, there
have been moments when I have been insulted, sidelined,
paid less, creatively ignored, and otherwise diminished
based on my gender. And always, I tried to give people the
benefit of the doubt; maybe they knew more, maybe they
had more experience, maybe there was something I was
missing ... "I'm done compromising; even more so, I'm
done with being compromised. So from this point forward,
when I am confronted with one of these comments, subtle
or overt, I will address them head on; I will stop in the
moment and do my best to educate. I cannot guarantee
that my objections will be taken to heart, but at least now I
am part of creating an environment where there is the
opportunity for growth. And if my comments fall on deaf
ears, I will choose to walk away."

Luke Evans liberated by role 
Luke Evans found his role in 'Beauty and the Beast' "lib-

erating". The 37-year-old actor relished every moment
of playing the "ridiculous, self-absorbed and terrify-

ing" villain Gaston in the new live-action take on the classic
fairytale because his alter ego was so different to himself in
real life. He said: "It's fun to play a character who does all
the things you'd never dare to do in real life. It's liberating -
you can't feel self-conscious about playing somebody like
Gaston, you just have to go with it. "I owe it to the animat-
ed giant of a creature we see in the original to be that
ridiculous and self-absorbed and terrifying. And to enjoy
it." It wasn't just the comic aspects of the role that Luke
enjoyed, as he also delighted in the "challenge" of the
action scenes. He said: "Stunts are a trust exercise - it's you
plus a team of stunt people. "You can't fear stuff - the sec-
ond you feel nervous about jumping off a rooftop, you
have to let the stuntman do it, because you forget about
acting. But that's the challenge and I really enjoy it." The
Welsh actor made sure he took away some souvenirs from
the set of the film, which also stars Emma Watson, Dan
Stevens and Josh Gad. He told Woman magazine: "I keep
all the swords from my films. Gaston didn't have a real one,
but he has an interesting breast plate, which wasn't used
in the film so I asked to take that.

No more Terminators

Plans for a new 'Terminator' movie have been can-
celled. Arnold Schwarzenegger was expected to step
back into the role he made famous 32 years ago later

this year alongside Emilia Clarke, who played Sarah Connor
in 2015's 'Terminator Genisys', but it has now been claimed
Paramount executives have decided not to make another
film. A source told the New York Daily News newspaper: "It
is over for 'The Terminator' and Arnold. "The studio has tak-
en the sequel off the production slate completely, mean-
ing there is no preproduction or any plans for another
sequel. The talent had been offered long term deals, but
this is not happening. "The 'Genisys' movie was seen as a
way of reviving (the franchise), but the critics were not
happy and somehow the studio bosses fell out of love with
making more, even though they made huge profits."
However, another company could still take on the rights to
the franchise but, given that Arnold turns 70 later this year,
that is deemed unlikely. The source added: "It would need
an independent production company to think about mak-
ing this, and asking Arnie back at age 70 to play that again
may be a tough ask." The news comes after it was recently
reported James Cameron - who created the franchise with
Gale Anne Hurd - had been asked to oversee a new
'Terminator Film'. James was at the helm for the 1984
movie and sequel 'Terminator 2: Judgement Day', but not
involved in 2003's 'Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines',
2009's 'Terminator Salvation' or 2015's 'Terminator Genisys',
all of which did not do as well as the first installments.
However, the rights to the saga revert to him in 2019, but
before that happens, 'Deadpool' director Tim Miller was
said to be in talks with Cameron about advising on another
film. According to reports, 'Terminator Genisys' financier
David Ellison was backing a new film and respected sci-fi
authors had been asked to come up with plot ideas.

Mel C joined the 'School of Rock-The
Musical' cast onstage for a special per-
formance of 'Wannabe'.  The 43-year-old

singer surprised the audience at the performance
of the musical in London last week, when she
joined the cast to sing the Spice Girls' classic single.
The West End production of Andrew Lloyd
Webber's 'School of Rock - The Musical' is based on
the 2003 film of the same title. It features music
from the movie, as well as new music written by
Lloyd Webber with lyrics by Glenn Slater.  The adult
West End cast of 'School of Rock - The Musical' is
led by comedy star David Fynn as Dewey Finn and
he is joined on stage at each performance by one
of three teams of thirteen young performers who
make up Dewey's band.  Meanwhile, Mel recently

insisted a Spice Girls reunion will only work if all
five members are involved. The singer decided not
to reunite with her bandmates Mel B, Geri Horner
and Emma Bunton after Victoria Beckham opted
out and Mel believes it needs all five members to
work. Speaking on ITV's 'The Nightly Show', she
told Davina McCall: "That's where I'm at right now,
that's where myself and Victoria are at. "It's not
really doing the band justice to go out as a four-
piece, whoever is missing, it doesn't matter." For
me, Spice Girls, it's like a jigsaw puzzle. "It's differ-
ent to other bands because you look at Take That
and they are going out as a three-piece, and they
are brilliant, I love the boys. "But with the Spice
Girls everything about us was the individuality and
what that created together."

Mel C surprises School of Rock audience
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My hair journey this year 
By Yalda Golsharifi

Most of you guys know that I’ve tried out so many different hairstyles and I love changing
up my look every now and then. Having the same hairstyle everyday can get really boring
and repetitive. I think a cool hairstyle can really transform any look and make you look

more put together. There are so many looks you can try out without having to damage your hair
with dye. Here are some of my favorites!

1. A fresh new cut

Getting a new haircut always makes me feel so much better and more confident; it’s like having a fresh start. Cutting my hair
super short was so spontaneous because I’ve always had long hair for as long as I can remember, but I really loved rocking the
short hair. It was such a nice change for me.  

2- The perfect blow out

Going to the salon and getting a blow-
dry is one of my favorite pick me ups.
Whenever my hair is looking dull and
flat, I love adding some volume and
life to my hair with a quick blow dry. 

3- Extensions 

It’s easy to get bored with the length of your
hair which is why I love switching  up my
look with clip in extensions. This time I went
for the super long Naomi Campbell look
which I’m loving right now! There are so
many ways I can style it and its such a
change from my shoulder length hair that
I’m used to. 

4- Messy up do

For the days where I'm in a rush or
running late, throwing my hair up into
a messy bun is the fastest way to get
my hair out of my face while still look-
ing stylish and chic. 

5- Braids

Braids are the perfect solution to when you're having a bad hair day. With my busy schedule, long days, and trying to
fit in workouts whenever I can, putting my hair into braids is the best way to keep my hair from looking like a complete
disaster by the end of the day. 

6- Hair accessories

You can turn any basic hair do into a
statement by adding some hair
accessories. We love experimenting
with different kinds of accessories
like hair threads and jewels in our
salon and we've been really having
fun with this trend. 

Man faces court for slashing
Gainsborough painting

Aman suspected of slashing an 18th century painting at
Britain's National Gallery which featured in a James
Bond film is due to appear in court yesterday. Keith

Gregory, 63, was arrested on Saturday after allegedly damag-
ing Thomas Gainsborough's painting "The Morning Walk" in
the prestigious London museum. The gallery said in a state-
ment that the attacker had used a "sharp instrument". "The
damage is limited to two long scratches which have penetrat-
ed the paint layers but not the supporting canvas," the state-
ment said. "A man was quickly detained by gallery assistants
with the help of some visitors. He was arrested by the
Metropolitan Police," it added.

The east wing of the gallery, where the permanent exhibi-
tion of British paintings is housed, was evacuated and closed
for two hours. "The Morning Walk" depicts a young couple
walking through a woodland landscape and was completed in
1785, shortly before the young lovers were married. It could
be seen in the background in a scene in the 2012 Bond film
"Skyfall" starring Daniel Craig. Gregory was charged on
Sunday and remanded in custody. The painting has been
removed from the gallery to be assessed by restorers. — AFP

A handout picture released by The National
Gallery, London, yesterday shows the 1785 oil on
canvas painting by British artist Thomas
Gainsborough 1727 - 1788 entitled ‘Mr and Mrs
William Hallett (“The Morning Walk”)’. — AFP

Innovation
Tissot has years of experience in producing high-preci-
sion and ultra-reliable mechanical watches, which has
earned it many prizes in the international chronometry
competition. Time doesn't change but the accuracy of its
calculation gets greater with new technologies. We have
gone from using hourglasses to heating the sand and
producing silicon balance springs for the beating heart
of the watch. The silicon properties make it more resist-
ant and consistent, allowing for a greater precision and
guaranteeing longevity, in this case introduced to an
already impressive Powermatic 80 movement, which
offers up to 80 hours of power reserve. Yet again, Tissot
revolutionises the watch industry in its price segment,
using a technology only seen in high-end watches. It
stays true to its motto of providing luxury at affordable
price with the Tisst Ballade.

Tradition
Although the collection is one of Tissot's classic pieces,

it has taken it to the next level by introducing this new
technology for the first time in the brand's history. In
terms of design, elegant ticks mean the Tissot Ballade has
a timeless style that will only increase its appeal through
the years. The smart silhouette of the timepiece and the
polished finishes, leaving a satiny effect, make it the per-
fect watch to go from day to night, completely effortless-
ly. Thoughtful details, including the Clous de Paris on the

bezel, which perfectly lines up with the efficient move-
ment, and a clear, readable dial, make this watch a pleas-
ure to wear. It's time to have it all!

Features
• Swiss Made 
• Automatic movement officially certified chronometer

(COSC)
• 316L stainless steel case with see-through caseback
• Scratch-resistant sapphire crystal
• Water-resistant up to a pressure of 5 bar (50 m / 165

ft)
• 316L solid stainless steel bracelet or leather strap with

butterfly clasp and push-buttons 
• Bicolour yellow-gold and rose-gold executions are

PVD coatings
• Dimensions: Gent 41mm - 39mm / Lady 32mm -

30.6mm

Tissot Ballade introduces 
the silicon balance spring
It's time to make technological precision accessible 

All new Limited Edition Roast
Costa Coffee, part of Al-Ghanim Industries Food and
Beverage portfolio, launched the first in the series of
Limited Edition Roasts, Old Paradise Street No.19, a
unique single origin coffee from Papua New Guinea
carefully chosen because of its clean fruity taste com-
bined with delicious caramel and nuts flavor. The Old
Paradise Street is a series of blend developed by Costa
Coffee for its range of Limited Edition Roasts that are
available in limited quantities for [RE7]customers look-
ing to try something different. The launch of the Old
Paradise No.19 roast is available at Costa Coffee stores
across Kuwait started yesterday and for a limited time. 

The single origin beans of the roast have been
brought to Kuwait via Costa Coffee's Roastery at Old
Paradise Street, London from where the roast takes its
name. Every bean is slow roasted under the meticulous
eye of Costa's Master Roaster, Gennaro Pelliccia, to
ensure nothing less than perfection in every batch. 

Costa Kuwait is glad to be presenting coffee lovers
with a new flavorful roast that will surely meet their
tastes in whatever way they like to have their coffee. At
Costa, we focus on providing quality and care in addi-
tion to exclusive tastes, ensuring our customers enjoy
every moment of their coffee experience with us.
Whether choosing the new roast in your favorite Costa

Coffee drink to give it a different and unique taste, or
intriguing your taste buds by swapping your usual cof-
fee choice, be sure to savor its irresistible new flavor.
Old Paradise Street roasts are only available for a limit-
ed time so don't miss the opportunity to try it before
it's gone.  

Costa's VIP and Loyal customers received a special
package delivered right to their doorstep, containing a
handmade perfume that captures the new roast dis-
tinct flavors. Costa is the UK's favorite coffee shop, hav-
ing been awarded "Best Branded Coffee Shop Chain in
the UK and Ireland" by Allegra Strategies for seven
years running since 2010.

Costa Coffee launches Old 
Paradise Street No.19
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Abook collection of paintings of military veterans by
former US President George W Bush has raced to the
top of US bestseller lists. Subtitled "A Commander in

Chief's Tribute to America's Warriors," the volume features
66 portraits of wounded or traumatized personnel he has
met who served in the US Army in Iraq or Afghanistan fol-
lowing the terror attacks on September 11, 2001. Published
in late February, the book is at the top of the New York

Times bestselling non-fiction category for the second week.
It stands at number 18 of all books selling on Amazon.

Each portrait is accompanied by the veteran's story, writ-
ten by Bush, who wanted to "honor the sacrifice and
courage of America's military veterans," his presidential cen-
ter said on its website. Bush will donate his profits from the
book to the nonprofit center, whose Militaary Service
Initiative "works to ensure that post-9/11 veterans and their

families make successful transitions to civilian life with a
focus on gaining meaningful employment and overcoming
the invisible wounds of war," the publisher Crown
Publishing Group said in a statement.

Although the 43rd president has never voiced regret
over launching the US-led wars in Afghanistan in 2001 and
Iraq in 2003, which caused hundreds of thousands of civil-
ian casualties, his book showcases his efforts to help some

of the "remarkable men and women who were injured car-
rying out my orders," as he wrote on his Instagram account.
Some 2.5 million US military personnel have served in
Afghanistan or Iraq since 2001. Of those, 6,896 service
members were killed and more than 50,000 injured, accord-
ing to a compilation of Defense Department data. — AFP

George W Bush portrait collection tops bestseller lists

Atabby feline with big furry claws, bald cats with
shell-like ears and skinny tails, and slobbery wrin-
kled pugs were the stars as Bucharest hosted a

show featuring over 1,600 exotic pets. The pet show in the
Romanian capital kicked off with a free dog handling ses-
sion for some of the 1,500 dogs. Owners proudly paraded
their pets at the March 10-12 event or entered them into
beauty contests.

Rare breeds of dogs, cats and exotic animals are status
symbols in Romania - but there was plenty of affection
too, as owners cuddled or performed with their dogs. The
array of pets included coiffed canines and bright-eyed
cats. Exotic bald cats with webbed paws vied for attention
with dogs like pugs or basset hounds. One boy visiting the
show got into a cage to hug a dozing cognac-colored dog
about the same size as him. Dogs took part from Romania,
Bulgaria, France, Greece, Italy, Moldova, Norway, Poland,
Russia, Spain, Sweden and Ukraine. Three pugs with tight-
ly coiled tails stood on their hind legs seeking their own-
er's attention. Two basset hounds had silver scarves
wrapped around their necks. Lali the greyhound trotted
along the red carpet with an alert expression, watching its
owner toss a tennis ball in her hand. — AP

Slobbery kisses: Romania hosts
show for 1,600 exotic pets 

A Don Sphinx cat reaches for a judge while being evaluated, in Bucharest, Romania. An English bulldog gets a kiss from its owner, in Bucharest, Romania.

Pugs try to get their owner’s attention, in Bucharest, Romania. — AP photos

Lali the greyhound walks with its owner during an evaluation.

A woman holds a Scottish Fold cat.

A French Bulldog walks with its owner.

Jake the English bulldog hods on to a towel while demon-
strating its abilities.

A woman holds a wire-haired Dachshund.

A boy sits inside a cage while petting a dog.

A small dog waits for an evaluation.

A judge tries to get the attention of a Bengal cat. Don Sphinx cats sit in an enclosure.

A man displays a Norwegian Forrest cat.

A Don Sphinx cat reaches out of a cage.
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Satirical sculptures burn during the traditional Fallas festival in Valencia, Spain, Sunday. Every year the city of Valencia celebrates the ancient  ‘Las Fallas’ fiesta, a noisy week that is full of fireworks and processions
in honor of Saint Joseph that ends in the midnight of March 19, burning large paper mache satiric figures displayed around the streets of the city. — AP

Folks on Sesame Street have a way of making every-
one feel accepted. That certainly goes for Julia, a
Muppet youngster with blazing red hair, bright

green eyes - and autism. Rather than being treated like
an outsider, which too often is the plight of kids on the
spectrum, Julia is one of the gang. Look: On this friend-
liest of streets (actually Studio J at New York's Kaufman
Astoria Studios, where "Sesame Street" lives) Julia is
about to play a game with Oscar, Abby and Grover. In
this scene being taped for airing next season, these
Muppet chums have been challenged to spot objects
shaped like squares or circles or triangles.

"You're lucky," says Abby to Grover. "You have Julia on
your team, and she is really good at finding shapes!"
With that, they skedaddle, an exit that calls for the six
Muppeteers squatted out of sight below them to scram-
ble accordingly. Joining her pals, Julia (performed by
Stacey Gordon) takes off hunting. For more than a year,
Julia has existed in print and digital illustrations as the
centerpiece of a multifaceted initiative by Sesame
Workshop called "Sesame Street and Autism: See
Amazing in All Children."

Social skills
She has been the subject of a storybook released

along with videos, e-books, an app and website. The
goal is to promote a better understanding of what the
Autism Speaks advocacy group describes as "a range of
conditions characterized by challenges with social skills,
repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal communica-
tion, as well as by unique strengths and differences." But
now Julia has been brought to life in fine Muppet fettle.
She makes her TV debut on "Sesame Street" in the "Meet
Julia" episode airing April 10 on both PBS and HBO.
Additional videos featuring Julia will be available online.

Developing Julia and all the other components of this
campaign has required years of consultation with organ-
izations, experts and families within the autism commu-
nity, according to Jeanette Betancourt, Sesame
Workshop's senior vice president of US Social Impact. "In
the US, one in 68 children is diagnosed with autism spec-
trum disorder," she says. "We wanted to promote a better
understanding and reduce the stigma often found
around these children. We're modeling the way both
children and adults can look at autism from a strength-
based perspective: finding things that all children share."

Julia is at the heart of this effort. But while she repre-
sents the full range of children on the spectrum, she isn't
meant to typify each one of them: "Just as we look at all
children as being unique, we should do the same thing
when we're looking at children with autism," Betancourt
says. It was with keen interest that Stacey Gordon first
learned of Julia more than a year ago. "I said, 'If she's ever
a puppet, I want to BE Julia!'" No wonder. Gordon is a
Phoenix-based puppeteer who performs, conducts
classes and workshops, and creates whimsical puppets
for sale to the public.

Little differently
She also has a son with autism, and, before she start-

ed her family, was a therapist to youngsters on the spec-
trum. Although she figured her chances of landing the

dream role of Julia were nil, her contacts in the puppet
world paid off: Two friends who worked as Muppeteers
on "Sesame Street" dropped her name to the producers.
After submitting tapes, then coming to New York for an
audition, she was hired. In the introductory segment,
Julia is having fun with Abby and Elmo when Big Bird
walks up. He wants to be her new friend, but she doesn't
speak to him. He thinks she doesn't like him.

"She does things just a little differently, in a Julia sort
of way," Abby informs him. Julia, chuckling, then dis-
plays a different-but-fun way of playing tag, and every-
one joins in. But when a siren wails, she covers her ears
and looks stricken. "She needs to take a break," Big
Bird's human friend Alan calmly explains. Soon, all is
well and play resumes. "The 'Meet Julia' episode is
something that I wish my son's friends had been able
to see when they were small," says Gordon. "I remem-
ber him having meltdowns and his classmates not
understanding how to react."

Gordon says her son, now 13, isn't drawn to puppetry.
"He's more interested in math and science, and plays the
piano brilliantly," she says with pride. But she's having a
blast being part of the show that helped hook her, as a
child, on puppeteering. "It is so much fun to be on set
with everyone, and get to play up all the positive things
I've seen with the kids that I've worked with," Gordon
says. "At the same time, I come at this with a reverence. I
don't want to let the autism community down." — AP

A Muppet with autism to be 

welcomed soon on 'Sesame Street' 

Banksy West Bank hotel
to receive first guests

Secretive British street artist Banksy's hotel next to Israel's
controversial separation wall was due to welcomed its
first customers yesterday, two weeks after its surprise

launch. The Walled-Off Hotel in Bethlehem is only four meters
(yards) from the controversial wall which cuts through the
occupied West Bank, and all the rooms face it. The nine rooms,
which Banksy described as having the "worst view of hotel in
the world," range from $30 for a bunk bed in one room to
$965 per night for the presidential suite.

Guests, who will each put down a $1,000 deposit to ward
off theft of the dozens of new Banksy works on the walls, were
due to start arriving early afternoon, hotel staff said. Manager
Wissam Salsaa said they were nearly totally booked for the
next three months. "We have arrivals today from six different
countries, and I think most of our clients are flying just to stay
here," he told AFP. He rejected criticism the prices were unaf-
fordable for many Palestinians, saying they had nearly 50 staff
to pay and any profits would go back into the community.

"Everyone that came here thinks this is the most amazing
project," he said. "For letting the voice of the Palestinians be
heard." The hotel was announced unexpectedly at the begin-
ning of the month and the artwork, Banksy's largest new col-
lection in years, has been donated to the local community, the
hotel's website says. The artist closely protects his identity and
was not in attendance at the launch. The wall is one of the
most striking symbols of Israel's 50-year occupation, and has
become a major focus for demonstrations and artwork-includ-
ing by Banksy.

Israel refers to it as the security barrier and insists it is cru-
cial for keeping out would-be attackers, but an advisory opin-
ion by the International Court of Justice declared it illegal in
2004. The hotel's website encourages guests to explore the
possibility of painting on the wall-with a graffiti supplies store
next door with "everything you need to make your mark".
There was no major launch party planned, with staff dressed
in red waistcoats serving Walled-Off Salads and afternoon tea
in the lobby. A few tourists mulled around inspecting the
gallery selling Palestinian art and a museum highlighting the
history of the region.

Bea Kaufmann, a German living in the Israeli commercial
capital Tel Aviv, said she had come with friends as she thinks
it is "important to see the other side" of the conflict. The
rooms themselves have a deliberate faded luxury, with typi-
cal Banksy touches. Above a bed in one room an Israeli sol-
dier and Palestinian protester fight with pillows, while a tel-
evision supposedly showing CNN is cracked and backwards.
In the presidential suite, a working jacuzzi is fed from a leak-
ing water tank similar to those that adorn the roofs of many
Palestinian homes.

Museum, not gym 
The museum's curator, British professor Gavin Grindon,

told AFP earlier this month they wanted to highlight the
negative impact of Western intervention. "A lot of other
hotels have a gym, this one has a museum." "It is 100 years
that British people have been coming here and making a bit
of an imperial mess, from Tony Blair all the way back to Lord
(Arthur) Balfour in 1917." The Balfour Declaration, signed by
then British foreign secretary Balfour in 1917, promised the
Jews a homeland in what was then mandate Palestine. The
agreement is hailed by Israel as paving the way for its cre-
ation in 1948 and detested by Palestinians, who say it gave
away their homeland.

Banksy has a long history in the Palestinian territories. In
February 2015, he allegedly sneaked into the Gaza Strip
through a smuggling tunnel and painted three works on the
walls of Gaza homes destroyed in Israeli air strikes during the
previous year's conflict. In 2007, he painted a number of art-
works in Bethlehem, including a young girl frisking an Israeli
soldier pinned up against a wall. In 2005, he sprayed nine
stenciled images at different locations along the eight-meter-
high (27 foot) wall. They included a ladder reaching over the
wall, a young girl being carried over it by balloons and a win-
dow on the grey concrete showing beautiful mountains in the
background. His works, like elsewhere in the world, have
become tourist attractions. — AFP

This file photo shows a Banksy installation hangs above
the booths in the lobby at street artist Banksy's newly
opened Walled Off hotel in the Israeli occupied West Bank
town of Bethlehem. — AFP photos

This file photo shows a visitor looking inside a room at
street artist Banksy's newly opened Walled Off hotel in the
Israeli occupied West Bank town of Bethlehem.

This image released by Sesame Workshop shows Julia,
a new autistic muppet character debuting on the 47th
Season of ‘Sesame Street,’ on April 10, 2017, on both
PBS and HBO. — AP
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