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LONDON: Celtic great Tommy Gemmell, who inspired the
club to glory in the 1967 European Cup, has died aged 73
after a long illness, the Scottish giants announced yesterday.
Gemmell scored Celtic’s equaliser and played a part in Stevie
Chalmers’s 84th-minute winner as Celtic came from behind
to beat Inter Milan 2-1 in Lisbon in the 1967 final. It made
them Britain’s first European champions and saw the team
dubbed ‘the Lisbon Lions’.  “The whole Celtic Family is
mourning his passing and everyone associated with the
club sends their thoughts and prayers to his family, his fel-
low Lions and his many friends at this desperately sad time,”
Celtic said in a statement. Gemmell also scored in the 1970
final, when Celtic lost 2-1 to Dutch side Feyenoord in Milan.

He spent 10 years at Celtic Park between 1961 and 1971,
making 418 appearances and scoring 63 goals. In addition

to the breakthrough European Cup win, he also amassed six
league titles, three Scottish Cups and four Scottish League
Cups. Celtic added: “Tommy Gemmell is a true Celtic legend,
part of the greatest side in the club’s history and a man who
played a pivotal role in our greatest ever triumph when, in
Lisbon’s Estadio Nacional, 11 men all born within a 30-mile
(48.3-kilometre) radius of Celtic Park beat Inter Milan to win
the European Cup. 

“The legend of the Lisbon Lions was created that night
and Tommy and his team-mates were assured their place in
the pantheon of Celtic greats. “And, like the rest of the Lions,
Tommy remained humble about his incredible football
achievements.” Gemmell joined Nottingham Forest in 1971
and spent two years there. Following a short spell in the
United States with the Miami Toros, he returned to Scotland,

joining Dundee and leading them to victory over Celtic in
the 1973 League Cup final.

He retired in 1977 and went on to manage Dundee
and, over two spells, Albion Rovers.  Former Celtic mid-
fielder and assistant manager Murdo MacLeod told BBC
Sport Gemmell was “one of the greats”. The club’s former
striker John Hartson wrote on Twitter: “Sad news hearing
Tommy Gemmell has passed away. Celtic great thoughts
are with his family and close friends, RIP Tommy.” Celtic’s
arch rivals Rangers said in a statement: “The club would
like to send our sincere condolences to the family of Celtic
legend Tommy Gemmell. “He was one of the great Celtic
and Scotland players and will be sadly missed. Our
thoughts are with Tommy’s family and friends at this very
difficult time.” —AFP

Celtic’s ‘Lisbon Lion’ Gemmell dies at 73

LONDON: Leicester City made a pre-tax profit of £16.4 million
($20.1 million, 19.1 million euros) in the season of their fairy-
tale Premier League title win, the club announced yesterday.
Prize money from winning the 2015-16 title saw the Thai-
owned club’s turnover swell by over £24 million from the pre-
vious financial year, when Leicester had finished 14th.A rise in
domestic television revenue and higher attendances at the
King Power Stadium-both linked to the title triumph-also con-
tributed to the increase in turnover.

“Our long-term commitment to financial sustainability
includes regular reinvestment back into the club, keeping it
competitive as we bid to bring continued success to its grow-
ing supporter-base and the community that has supported it
for over a century,” chief executive Susan Whelan said in a
statement.  “We will continue to work diligently and purpose-
fully to build a legacy they can all be proud of.” Ten months on
from their 5,000-1 title success, Leicester are toiling near the
bottom of the table and recently sacked manager Claudio
Ranieri. Despite the increase in turnover during the title-win-
ning campaign, Leicester’s profits fell by around £10 million,
mainly due to player purchases.  

Whelan said Leicester’s title win was the fruit of “years of
sustainable planning” and praised owners King Power, the
Bangkok-based travel retail  group owned by Vichai
Srivaddhanaprabha. “The incredible support of the
Srivaddhanaprabha family and the King Power Group of com-
panies continues to safeguard the club’s future and it remains
an enormously rewarding experience for everyone associated
with the club to be part of the family’s long-term vision,” she
said. “Their passion for the club and commitment to its
progress sets the tone from which we all take inspiration.”

Leicester also confirmed they are legally contesting a
charge that they breached the Football League’s financial fair
play rules while playing in the English second tier in 2014. The
club’s losses exceeded the permitted limit of £8 million during
their Championship-winning 2013-14 season. “The club has
entered into an arbitration process with the Football League
in relation to the legality of the 2012 Championship FFP rules,”
Leicester said in a statement quoted by BBC Sport. “Provision
has been made for legal costs in relation to this process, how-
ever the directors are confident that no further liability will be
incurred by the company.” —AFP

MINNEAPOLIS: In this file photo, Cassie Benson (left) and her boyfriend Manny Chavez (center) cheer during
a news conference in Minneapolis, where it was announced that Minnesota was awarded an MLS soccer fran-
chise. The theme for Major League Soccer this season is 22 for 22, as the league embarks on its 22nd year
with 22 teams, including two new teams in Atlanta and Minnesota. —AP

Leicester hit £16.4 million
profit from title season

Atlanta, Minnesota 
ready for MLS bow

LOS ANGELES: The 2017 Major League Soccer season kicks
off today with expansion team Minnesota United FC ushering
in a new era with a daunting trip to Portland. Minnesota are
one of two new sides lining up in the 22-team MLS this year,
with Atlanta United FC also making their debut on Sunday at
home to the New York Red Bulls. The two teams are the latest
additions to the ranks of MLS, which is enjoying increasing
popularity after a 2016 season that saw record average
crowds of 21,692.

The odds are against either side making a splash in their
debut season. Since 2005, 11 clubs have joined MLS and only
one-the Seattle Sounders-advanced to the playoffs in the
first year. Minnesota face a baptism of fire today in their trip
to 2015 champions Portland in Oregon, one of the hotbeds
of US soccer. Minnesota’s maiden season will be overseen by
Englishman Adrian Heath, best known for his six years with
Everton during the club’s golden era in the 1980s.
Minnesota’s MLS incarnation emerged from the club’s previ-
ous existence in the struggling North American Soccer
League. Atlanta, however, have had to build a team and a
fan base from scratch.

50,000 sell-out expected
So far, the project has been a roaring success without a ball

being kicked. More than 30,000 season tickets have been sold
while Sunday’s opener at Bobby Dodd Stadium on the cam-
pus of Georgia Tech is expected to be a 50,000-seat sell-out.
“It’s crazy. When I took the job one of the things I was told
was, ‘Be careful. Atlanta is not really a sporting city,’” Atlanta
president Darren Eales said. “But the interest we’ve had has
been extraordinary. For a team that has never played a game,
the interest is pretty high.”

Eales acknowledges the challenges Atlanta are likely to
face in their debut season. The team’s roster is a carefully
crafted mix of experienced MLS players and young recruits
from South America who will be trained by former Argentina
coach Gerardo “Tata” Martino. “We know its going to be diffi-
cult. The last 10 expansion teams to enter the league, only
one of them made the playoffs,” Eales said. “We’ve built the
roster with the aim of being competitive from the start.  It will
be tough but if we get some luck, who knows? The beauty of
the MLS playoffs is that it is a cup competition. If we sneak
into the playoffs anything can happen.”

Impressive evolution
Eales, 44, who grew up in Cambridge, England before

playing soccer in the US at college and professional level,
has been impressed by the evolution of the sport over in the
two decades since the start of the MLS. “When I played at
university they were still going through the phase of trying
to ‘Americanize’ soccer,” Eales said. “The prevailing wisdom
was that you had to make soccer higher scoring, more palat-
able for a US audience. When I played, the biggest cheer
would be for when a goalkeeper punted the ball high into
the air. “But the smartest move Major League Soccer made
was to keep the sport exactly the same as the rest of the
world. The legacy of that decision is that you now have a cul-
ture of supporters here who are increasingly knowledgeable
about the game.” —AFP


