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LOS ANGELES: Kawhi Leonard nailed a clutch jump shot with
two seconds remaining to lift the San Antonio Spurs to a 100-99
victory over the Indiana Pacers on Wednesday. Leonard’s game
winning shot capped a 31-point performance for the American
in front of a crowd of 18,400 at the AT&T Center arena. Leonard
drained the shot despite being guarded by Pacers star Paul
George.  It was then George’s turn at glory but his shot from
beyond the arc bounced harmlessly off the rim, ending the con-
test. “Coach drew up a good play and LaMarcus (Aldridge) set a
good screen for me,” Leonard said about his final shot. “We had
about nine seconds. I wanted to take my time and try to get off
a good shot and it ended up going in for me.” The Spurs led 98-
97 before Danny Green missed a layup with 1:46 to play.  Myles
Turner took advantage on the other end with a jumper 11 sec-
onds later to give Indiana a 99-98 lead. After a pair of empty
possessions by both teams, Monta Ellis missed two free throws
for the Pacers with nine seconds to play, giving San Antonio a
final shot at the victory. 

PELICANS 109, PISTONS 86
Anthony Davis had 33 points and 14 rebounds, and New

Orleans snapped a three-game skid with a victory over Detroit.
Pistons 6-foot-11 center Andre Drummond was ejected for
swatting at the back of 6-1 Pelicans guard Tim Frazier’s head
after Frazier had ripped away a rebound late in the third quar-
ter.  Drummond had 13 points and 17 rebounds to that point,
but also missed nine of 10 free throws.  Jrue Holiday had 22
points for the Pelicans, who were without newly acquired All-
Star DeMarcus Cousins because of Cousins’ one-game suspen-
sion that was triggered when he received his 18th technical foul
of this season on Sunday night. Jon Leuer scored 22 points and
Tobias Harris added 15 points for Detroit.

CELTICS 103 CAVALIERS 99
Isaiah Thomas scored 31 points, including the go-ahead free

throws, as the Boston Celtics outlasted LeBron James and the
Cleveland Cavaliers 103-99 on Wednesday night.  Boston’s win
overshadowed the seventh triple-double of the season for
James, who finished with 28 points, 13 rebounds and 10 assists.
Kyrie Irving added 28 points for the Cavaliers, who lost for the
first time when leading at any point in the fourth quarter on the
road. The game marked the third meeting this season between
the top two teams in the Eastern Conference, and the first win
by the Celtics. Jae Crowder had 17 points and 10 rebounds for
Boston, which led by three entering the fourth before there
were six ties and 10 lead changes in the final 12 minutes. Deron
Williams, signed by Cleveland earlier this week, scored four
points in 24 minutes in his Cavaliers debut.

WIZARDS 105, RAPTORS 96
Bojan Bogdanovic had 27 points off the bench and Bradley

Beal added 23 as Washington ended an eight-game losing
streak against Toronto.  John Wall had 12 points and 13 assists
for his 39th double-double of the season as the third place

Wizards took the first of a home-and-home series against
Toronto, moving a game up on fourth place Toronto in the
standings. DeMar DeRozan had 24 points and Serge Ibaka
added 22 more for the Raptors, who were again without All-Star
Kyle Lowry following the guard’s wrist surgery that will keep
him out the remainder of the regular season.

HAWKS 100, MAVERICKS 95
Paul Millsap scored with 30.5 seconds remaining and Atlanta

held off Dallas. After Millsap’s basket put the Hawks ahead 96-
95, Harrison Barnes missed a chance to put the Mavericks back
in front. His jumper was off the mark with Kent Bazemore in his
face. Ersan Ilyasova was fouled going for the rebound and made
both free throws with 11.1 seconds left.  Dallas still had a chance
to force overtime, but Seth Curry slipped on the inbounds pass
and Bazemore scooped up the loose ball, taking off the other
way for a dunk that clinched the victory.  Millsap had 18 points
and just missed a triple-double, dishing out 10 assists to go with
eight rebounds. Ilyasova also finished with 18 points. Barnes led
the Mavericks with 25 points.

HEAT 125, 76ERS 98
Tyler Johnson scored 24 points off the bench, and Miami

never trailed in a win over Philadelphia. Wayne Ellington made
six 3-pointers for 18 points for Miami, which has won 10 of its
past 11 at home. Hassan Whiteside, Dion Waiters and Goran
Dragic all scored 15 for the Heat, and Whiteside also grabbed a
game-high 11 rebounds. Robert Covington scored 19 for the
76ers, who learned earlier Wednesday that center Joel Embiid
will miss the remainder of the season with a left knee injury.

NUGGETS 110, BUCKS 98
Nikola Jokic had his second triple-double in two nights to

lead Denver over Milwaukee. Jokic finished with 13 points, 14
rebounds and 10 assists for his fourth career triple-double - all in
his last 13 games. Danilo Gallinari scored 22 points for Denver,
which built a 31-point lead despite playing without point guard
Jameer Nelson (illness) for the first time this season.  The
Nuggets, coming off a victory Tuesday at Chicago, have won
back-to-back road games for the first time this season. They’ve
also won consecutive games for the first time since taking three
straight Jan 24-28. Khris Middleton had a season-high 21 points
to go with five rebounds and five assists for the Bucks.

KNICKS 101, MAGIC 90
Kristaps Porzingis had 20 points and nine rebounds, and

Derrick Rose scored 19 to help New York cruise past Orlando.
Facing a Magic team adjusting to playing with a smaller line-
up, the Knicks used their superior size to their advantage.
Porzingis, who missed the previous two games with a
sprained right ankle, presented matchup problems for
Orlando all night. Carmelo Anthony had 17 points and Justin
Holiday added 14 off the bench for the Knicks. Evan Fournier
led Orlando with 22 points. — AP 

Thomas shakes off slump 

to help sink the Cavaliers
Leonard leads Spurs, Pelicans stop Pistons

As NBA season

winds down, Hawks

remain huge enigma

ATLANTA: Some nights, they soar. Other nights,
they crash and burn. Say this about the Atlanta
Hawks: They are maddeningly consistent at being
inconsistent.  With a little over a month to go in the
regular season, the Hawks are comfortably posi-
tioned to reach the playoffs but know they can’t go
on like this if they want to make a deep run. Up to
now, they’ve been one of the NBA’s biggest enigmas,
a group that has shown glimpses of being really,
really good - when they’re not looking really, really
bad.  They’ve got 22 games to figure it out. “We’re
kind of waiting for it all to happen,” Kent Bazemore
said.  “We know what kind of  team we can be.
Obviously, we’ve shown glimpses of that. But it’s
showing up every night and wearing a hard hat and
leaving it all out there.”

This is a team that posted impressive roads wins at
defending NBA champion Cleveland, as well as
Toronto and Boston - all ahead of Atlanta in the
Eastern Conference standings.  This is also a team
that was swept in two games by one of the league’s
worst teams,  the Los Angeles Lakers,  and has
dropped five games at home by at least 18 points,
including a 36-point blowout at the hands of the sub-
.500 Detroit Pistons. Oh, and in addition to that win at
Toronto, there was also a 44-point loss to the Raptors.
“Of course, you want to be clicking a little bit earlier, a
little bit sooner,” Paul Millsap said after the Hawks
survived an up-and-down performance Wednesday
night to beat the Dallas Mavericks, a game that pretty
well epitomized the entire season.

“Sometimes, it takes a little longer. Hopefully the
end result is worth it. I think if we continue to play
like we’re playing, we’ll get there.” Just two years ago,
the Hawks were seemingly poised for greatness. They
set a franchise record with 60 wins, claimed the top
seed in the East and reached the conference finals
before getting swept by LeBron James and the
Cavaliers. It turned out to be an aberration.

Last season, the Hawks slipped to 48-34 and were
eliminated in the second round of the playoffs. Now,
they seem to have taken another step backward after
coach Mike Budenholzer gambled on a drastic
makeover - signing Dwight Howard, letting longtime
center Al Horford leave in free agency, installing
Dennis Schroder as the point guard and trading Jeff
Teague.  Since a promising 9-2 start, Atlanta (34-26) is
essentially a .500 team in search of an identity.
Something. Anything. “If there’s one area where we
probably need the most improvement - and if we
improve that it’s going to lead to more consistency -
it’s us being better offensively,” Budenholzer said.
“Reducing our turnovers, just being more efficient.”

But look what happened against the Mavericks, a
rebuilding team that managed to make a game of it
even after the Hawks shot 72 percent in the first half.
Thrown off by a 2-3 zone defense, Atlanta turned it
over 23 times and somehow found itself trailing 93-
89 with 2 1/2 minutes to go. To their credit, the
Hawks closed on an 11-2 run, getting a huge basket
from Millsap to reclaim the lead with 30.5 seconds
remaining, and held on for a 100-95 victory.  Still, it
looked more like the season in review than a promis-
ing step forward.

Budenholzer remains hopeful that the Hawks can
pull it all together. To him, the glass still looks half-
full. “We’ve played well in stretches and shown an
ability to compete at a high level,” Budenholzer said.
“We’re kind of focused on that and how can we find
that? That gives us optimism.” Time is running out.
“We’re a very dangerous team,” Bazemore insisted.
“Obviously, with the players we have, some nights
we think we can roll into the gym and get wins.
That’s not the case in this league. All the great
teams play really hard every night. That’s what we
have to do.”—AP 

SAN ANTONIO: San Antonio Spurs forward Kawhi Leonard (2) shoots and scores over Indiana Pacers forward Paul
George (13) in the final seconds of an NBA basketball game on Wednesday, March 1, 2017. — AP 


