
ACAPULCO: World number two Novak Djokovic bat-
tled into the quarter-finals of the ATP Acapulco event
on Wednesday, rallying for a 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 triumph over
Juan Martin del Potro. The Serbian star led a parade of
the top four seeds into the last eight, with second-
seeded Rafael Nadal, number three Marin Cilic and
fourth-seeded defending champion Dominic Thiem all
advancing.

Top-seeded Djokovic, back in action this week for
the first time since his shock second-round exit at the
Australian Open in January, had to dig deep against
former US Open champion del Potro after falling a
break down in the third set. He broke back immediate-
ly to level the set at 4-4 then held at love to pile the
pressure on del Potro-who fended off one match point
with a service winner but couldn’t hold off Djokovic on
the next.

“Every match that I’ve played against delPo in the
past couple of years has been very close, really enjoy-
able to play and great for the crowd to watch,” said
Djokovic. “I am very happy and proud to win this match,
even though I was close to losing when he was serving
at 4-3 up in the third set. “I just tried to get as many
returns back in play as possible.” The Serbian advanced
to a quarter-final clash with Australia’s Nick Kyrgios, a 6-
2, 6-4 winner over American Donald Young. Djokovic’s
travails in a match lasting two hours and 38 minutes
were a far cry from Nadal’s comprehensive 6-1, 6-1 vic-
tory over Paolo Lorenzi.

“I played a complete match today and I’m feeling
great after a month without playing,” said Nadal, a two-
time winner in Acapulco who is playing his first tourna-
ment since falling to Roger Federer in the Australian
Open final. “I think I played a very solid match ... some
great shots, some good winners,” added the Spaniard,
who dropped just seven points on his serve and never
faced a break point against the 38th-ranked Italian.
Nadal broke Lorenzi for the fifth time in the final game
of the match, delivering a stinging forehand winner to
wrap up the win in just 66 minutes. Nadal next faces
Japanese qualifier Yoshihito Nishioka, a 6-4, 3-6, 6-0
winner over Australian lucky loser Jordan Thompson.

Cilic booked his quarter-final berth with a 6-3, 2-6, 6-
3 victory over fellow Croatian Borna Coric. Cilic, the
2014 US Open champion, remained unbeaten against
his 20-year-old compatriot. He fired a dozen aces, and
broke Coric three times in the match-including twice in
the final set to set up a clash with American Steve
Johnson, a 7-6 (7/5), 6-3 winner over American wildcard
Ernesto Escobedo. Austria’s Thiem advanced with a 7-5,
6-3 victory over Adrian Mannarino. Thiem, winner at Rio
de Janeiro last week, booked a meeting with American
Sam Querrey, who toppled fifth-seeded Belgian David
Goffin 6-2, 6-3. — AFP 
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SINGAPORE: Michelle Wie revelled in being injury-free
for the first time in years as she carded a superb 66 to
lead after the first-round of the HSBC Women’s
Champions yesterday. The 27-year-old American shot a
brilliant six-under-par round at Singapore’s brand new
Tanjong course after needing a sponsor’s invite to play
in the elite event featuring 19 of the world’s top 20.

Her round, played in wind and rain, featured eight
birdies and a series of long putts, reminiscent of when
she won the US Open in 2014 before injuries and a loss
of form saw her tumble to 179th in the world. “It feels
good to play without much pain,” she said. “To go out
there and just play some golf and focus on my game
rather than trying to finish out rounds. I’m very proud
of myself today.” Wie finished the day one shot clear of
a group of five players, including the Rio Olympic
champion Park In-Bee.

The South Korean signed for a 67 to join Canada’s

Brooke Henderson, Sweden’s Anna Nordqvist,
American Mo Martin and Ariya Jutanugarn of Thailand
in a tie for second on a heavily congested leader-
board. Park, playing just her second tournament since
a six-month layoff, made five birdies in a bogey-free
round but said she was still a long way off her best. “I
still feel like I’m a little bit rusty. Hopefully that rust
goes away as quick as possible,” she said. “One round
doesn’t really matter. I have to do this for the rest of
the three days, and that’s what it really takes to win a
golf championship.”

Another five players, including former champions
Stacy Lewis and Paula Creamer, were a further shot
back at four-under as 20 players broke 70 on the
opening day of the $1.5 million event, dubbed Asia’s
major. Ranked 11th in the world but joining the LPGA
Tour for the first time after playing mostly in her home
tour in South Korea, Park Sung-Hyun made seven

birdies in her 68. One of the longest hitters in the
game, Park finished runner-up at last year’s Evian
Championship, one of the five women’s golf majors,
but only decided this year to join the LPGA Tour full-
time. Wie’s career has been in free fall since she cap-
tured her first major in 2014.

The Hawaiian of Korean heritage has had only one
top-10 finish since the end of 2014 and made just 12
cuts from 25 events she entered in 2015. Last month at
the Australian Open, she suffered back spasms, trigger-
ing fears of another layoff, but showed no signs of dis-
comfort as she strolled around the Sentosa Golf Club
without a care in the world. “It’s always exciting to be
on the top of the leaderboard or near the top of the
leaderboard,” she said. “Even though it’s just the first
day I want to just keep building and hopefully the next
three days I can take it day-by-day, hole-by-hole, shot-
by-shot and play as hard as I can.”  —AFP 

Pain-free Wie sets early Champions pace

ACAPULCO: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Argentina’s Juan Martin del Potro during their second round match on
the third day of the Mexican Tennis Open in Acapulco on March 1, 2017. — AFP 

DUBAI: Roger Federer blamed a lack of commitment for his
shock 3-6 7-6(7) 7-6(5) loss to world number 116 Evgeny
Donskoy of Russia in the Dubai Open second round on
Wednesday. Swiss Federer, playing his first tournament since
winning his 18th grand slam title at the Australian Open in
January, wasted three match points in the second set and led 5-2
in the third before the 26-year-old Donskoy fought back. Third
seed Federer, seven-times champion in Dubai, surged 5-1 ahead
in the deciding tiebreaker but qualifier Donskoy reeled off six
points in a row to secure a remarkable victory.

“Maybe I wasn’t really committed enough, I think,” the 35-year-
old Federer said. “Commitment in tennis is a big thing. Today I
wasn’t, really. That sort of is a feeling you get and it trickles in an
entire game. “Legs also felt slower out here tonight. I felt tired all
day. I tried to get myself in shape, and, you know... It’s just a tough

loss tonight. So many chances. It was crazy. There’s no excuses
there.” Federer, who skipped last year’s tournament because of a
knee surgery which sidelined him for the back end of the season,
refused to be downbeat over his first loss of the year. 

“I just think it’s still the beginning of the comeback,” said
Federer, who is scheduled to play at Indian Wells next week. “I
got to take the positives out of playing again in a tournament
where I feel I’m quite healthy. I’m happy I got over the (groin)
injury I sustained at the Australian Open.” Donskoy will next face
French seventh seed Lucas Pouille, who beat qualifier Marius
Copil 6-1 6-4, in the quarter-finals. Top seed Andy Murray, who is
playing in his first tournament since a fourth round defeat at the
Australian Open, beat Guillermo Garcia-Lopez 6-2 6-0 to reach
the quarter-finals, where he will face Germany’s Philipp
Kohlschreiber. — Reuters

Roger Federer stunned by Russian Donskoy in Dubai 

World No 2 Djokovic battles 
into Acapulco quarter-finals


