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Photo tours don’t operate on an 8 a.m.-to-
5 p.m. schedule. They depart when lighting is
at its best, the so-called “golden hours” of ear-
ly morning and late afternoon. That also hap-
pens to be when temperatures are more com-
fortable - a major consideration if traveling in
Africa, India or the Galapagos Islands.

Another difference between traditional
safaris and photo tours is group composition,
said Court Whelan, director of Conservation
Travel Programs for Natural Habitat
Adventures, an ecotourism company in
Boulder, Colorado. “On a normal trip, it’s not
as easy to initiate conversations about techni-
cal details but most people on photo trips are
interested in elevating their photography,” he
said. “They have different styles. Different
eyes. It makes for good sharing.”

More people are choosing photo trips
these days because equipment quality has
improved and they can gather their own
images rather than buy them, Whelan said.

“On a photo tour, if somebody wants that
perfect lighting on a landscape, they’ll get

it,” he said. “They’re not only chasing things
down but they’re also waiting for things to
come to them.” Working with smaller groups
is more rewarding for everyone because they
can sit down together and analyze their
work, said Ona Basimane, a photojournalist
who also serves as a Natural Habitat expedi-
tion leader in his native Botswana. “In a pho-
to trip, interpretation is more toward helping
people anticipate the animal’s next move so
they can always be ready to take a picture,”
Basimane said. “So one gets the benefit of
learning about behavior but also getting to
take good images.”

The National Geographic Society, which
has shaped its reputation in large part around
world-class photography, also offers world-
class photo tours. “The signature of National
Geographic photo tours is that we’re more
exploratory in nature, we emphasize cultural
groups and we’re led by staff photographers,”
said Molly Danner, a program director for the
company’s Expeditions group.

“We provide organized photo shoots and

the kinds of access that people might not
be able to get on their own,” Danner said.
“Berbers  in  Morocco.  Masai  v i l lages in
Africa. Traditional festivals and camel fairs
in India. Our trips are designed to maximize
photo opportunities for people along the
way.” Photo tours usually aren’t a good fit
for young children but they do accommo-
date people from all skill levels, Danner
said. “We try to cater to people who have
different kinds of goals and who want spe-
cia l  access  to  travel ing with Nat ional
Geographic photographers.”

Having a professional photographer along
can yield great results from the unexpected. A
colleague of Danner’s, for example, recently
returned from a photo trek raving about how
she had been able to get a great shot because
the National Geographic photographer
“stopped the bus for a scene he wanted to
capture,” Danner said. “He was able to offer a
spontaneous opportunity along with some
insights. It became her favorite moment and
the favorite picture from the trip.” — AP

Photo taken on Hunda Island in
Botswana’s Moremi Game

Reserve, shows a Greater Kudu
with a Red-Billed Oxpecker

gleaning ticks from its back.

Photo taken from a safari vehicle parked along the edge of Botswana’s Moremi Game
Reserve shows a pair of male lions stretched out for a nap in the shade. — AP Photos

Photo taken in
Botswana’s
Linyanti Private
Reserve shows a
young leopard 
laying in the shade
of some thorny
acacia branches.


