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Angry at PETA, traders in south 

Indian states pull US drinks

Court lifts restrictions on water supply to Coca-Cola
NEW DELHI: Traders angry at a US-based
animal rights group have turned their ire on
two iconic American brands, pulling Coke
and Pepsi from shelves in the south Indian
state of Tamil Nadu. The Tamil Nadu Traders
Association said the soft-drink makers were
draining too much water in the state but
that they targeted the American brands
because PETA had pushed the 2014 ban on
the popular local tradition of bull-taming. 

The trading association said its ban that
went into effect late Wednesday was sup-
ported by more than 1.5 million local shop
owners and beverage sellers in Tamil Nadu.
In a separate case, a court yesterday lifted
restrictions on water supplies to Coke and
Pepsi factories in the drought-prone state. In
January, Tamil Nadu was rocked by protests
by tens of thousands of people demanding
that the ban on bull-taming, or jallikattu, be
lifted. The government rushed new legisla-
tion exempting the tradition from animal
cruelty laws. 

During the protests, thousands of young
people turned their anger against the
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

to other American multinational companies
and vowed to shun sodas made by them.
Traders pledged that they would not sell
colas and would instead stock locally made
soft drinks or coconut water. “On March 1,
following a campaign among traders and
the public against foreign brands, we imple-
mented the decision of our association
members to sell only domestic brands of
beverages,” said A. M. Vikrama Raja, presi-
dent of the trade group. 

In the court case, the Madras High Court
announced that it was removing restrictions
on the supply of water to Coca-Cola and
PepsiCo’s factories in Tamil Nadu. In
November, the court had barred the two
companies from using local water supplies
after farmers complained about water short-
ages in the state’s Thamirabarani River. In
Chennai, the state capital, traders said the
ban on Coke and Pepsi was rooted in peo-
ple’s anger against PETA. “How can we for-
get that it’s because of PETA that jallikattu
was banned by the Supreme Court?”
Arumugham Desigan, district secretary of
the traders association, said yesterday. 

Deeply disappointed
He said the association has appealed to

local restaurants and hotels to stop serving
Coke and Pepsi and offer locally made fruit
drinks instead. The weeks-long protests to
resume the bull-taming ritual became a fight
for Tamil identity, with many people viewing
its ban as an assault on Tamil Nadu’s customs
and traditions. Meanwhile, the Indian
Beverage Association that represents almost
all leading soft-drink manufacturers in India,
said it was “deeply disappointed” with the call
for the ban, terming it “anti-consumer and
anti-competition.” Coca-Cola referred to the
IBA statement and declined to comment fur-
ther on the ban. The IBA said the ban was
“was against the proven fundamentals of
robust economic growth.” “Coca-Cola and
PepsiCo India together provide direct
employment to 2,000 families in Tamil Nadu
and more than 5,000 families indirectly,
through their extensive supply chain,” the IBA
said in a statement. The association said it
hoped “good sense will prevail and that con-
sumers will continue to have the right to exer-
cise their choice in Tamil Nadu.”—AP

MUMBAI: In this file photo, a man walks past a truck that distributes Coca Cola in Mumbai, India. —AP

US drone strike kills

two in Pakistani 

tribal region

PESHAWAR: A suspected US drone strike in Pakistan’s north-
western tribal region yesterday killed two militants, three
intelligence officials said. The latest strike took place in the
Kurram tribal region bordering Afghanistan and the identity
and nationality of the slain men were not immediately known,
said the officials. They spoke on condition of anonymity as
they were not authorized to speak to media on the record.
Pakistan’s military and the CIA’s drone strikes have killed thou-
sands of Pakistani and foreign militants in the tribal regions
since Sept 11, 2001 attacks in the United States.

The drone strike came on the same day that Pakistan’s cabi-
net approved a set of reforms that will bring the tribal regions
under government control, an aide to Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif said. The reforms will be implemented over a five-year
period after a merger of the tribal regions with Pakistan’s north-
western Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, he said. The official
spoke on condition of anonymity because he wasn’t authorized
to disclose the information before it was released officially.

Also yesterday, Pakistani police shot and killed a vendor they
suspected of being a suicide bomber in the northwestern city
of Mardan, a police officer Mumtaz Khan said. The vendor was
riding a bicycle and didn’t stop at a checkpoint outside a court-
house, he said. Khan said the police first rammed a vehicle into
the bicycle when the vendor didn’t listen to warning shouts
and shot him when he tried to run away. The man died later
and no explosives or weapons were found, he said. “I don’t
understand why the vendor would keep going (even though)
we were giving him loud warnings,” said another officer, Zeb
Bakhtiar, who was at the checkpoint. 

Pakistani police have been on high alert after a recent string
of suicide bombings that have killed more than 125 people, the
latest of them inside a court building in another northwestern
city. Pakistani Taliban-linked militants and the Islamic State
group have claimed the brazen attacks. The Pakistani Taliban,
their allied local militant groups and al-Qaida-linked foreign
militants have been operating from the country’s lawless tribal
regions along the Afghan border. The rough terrain consists of
long swathes of land that has historically been ruled by a set of
local tribal laws, effectively denying access to the Pakistani
police and judicial system there.

PESHAWAR: In this file photo, a Pakistan army sol-
dier stands guard in Pakistani tribal area of Khyber,
near Torkham border post between Pakistan and
Afghanistan. —AP

Bangladeshi Islamist 

killed in shoot-out 

DHAKA: An Islamist extremist in custody for allegedly stabbing
two police officers was killed in a shoot-out yesterday when gun-
men attacked the van he was travelling in, police said. Amijul
Islam, 25, was arrested on Tuesday on suspicion of stabbing and
wounding two police officers. Police said the attack occurred
when they took Amijul to the northern town of Sherpur, an
extremist hub, to conduct a series of raids. “Extremists attacked
our van and he was shot. He died in a hospital,” local police chief
Khan Mohammad Erfan said.

Rights groups have raised doubts about police accounts of
such incidents in the past, saying many were staged. Bangladeshi
security forces have launched a nationwide crackdown on
Islamist extremist groups since a deadly attack on a Dhaka cafe
last year, killing around 50 suspected militants. —AFP

KABUL: Afghan security forces investigate the aftermath of
Wednesday’s suicide attack and shooting in district police
headquarters in Kabul, Afghanistan, yesterday. —AP

Death toll climbs to 22

in Afghanistan attacks 

KABUL: The Afghan Health Ministry says the death toll
from simultaneous suicide bombings in the capital has
climbed to 22, with another 120 people, most of them
civilians, wounded in the attacks. Spokesman Ismail Kawasi
said yesterday that hospitals near the site of the twin
explosions the day before have been overwhelmed with
wounded people, many in serious condition.

The Taliban claimed the noon-time assault on Kabul,
which included an hour-long gunbattle with police. The
attack appeared to take aim at the country’s embattled
security forces. Pakistan condemned the “horrific” attacks.
The two countries have long accused each other of turning
a blind eye to insurgents who operate in the porous bor-
der region.—AP


