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WASHINGTON: The US authorities on
Wednesday offered support to Jewish
communities in the wake of a series of
threats and attacks since President Donald
Trump’s election in November.  The
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is
advising Jewish communities and offering
protective measures, DHS Secretary John
Kelly said in a statement issued late in the
day. “DHS has Protective Security Advisors
in all 50 states who serve as liaisons to gov-
ernment, industry and community leaders,
and who provide expertise on protective
measures, threat reporting and security
awareness,” he said.

The advisors will offer support “in terms
of training, protective measures, exercises
and information sharing.” Counterterrorism
experts have also provided Jewish commu-
nities information about available federal
help, Kelly added.  It includes “facility vul-
nerability assessments, as well as assistance
to connect organizations with active shoot-
er preparedness and bombing prevention
training and guidance, tabletop exercises,
protective measures, guides and other tools
to strengthen security,” he said. At least 100
Jewish community centers and schools in
33 states have reported bomb and other
threats since the start of the year.

Last weekend, vandals broke and over-
turned more than 500 gravestones at a
Jewish cemetery in Philadelphia. The attack
came a week after more than 100 head-
stones were damaged at a Jewish cemetery
in St Louis, Missouri. The incident prompted
a visit by Vice President Mike Pence. After
remaining silent on the Missouri attack for
several days, Trump decried the anti-Semitic
threats as “horrible” and “painful” last week.
However, concern is rising about his
embrace by white supremacist groups and
an “alt-right” movement given a platform
on Breitbart, the online news outlet once
headed by Trump’s chief White House
strategist Steve Bannon.

The White House also raised eyebrows
on International Holocaust Remembrance
Day late last month by issuing a statement
that made no mention of the six million
Jews killed in the Nazi genocide. During a
speech to Congress on Tuesday, Trump criti-
cized the recent threats against Jewish com-
munity centers and condemned the appar-
ently racially motivated killing of an Indian
immigrant in Kansas City. He said those
attacks “remind us that while we may be a
Nation divided on policies, we are a country
that stands united in condemning hate and
evil in all its forms.”—AFP 

LOS ANGELES: A US federal judge in
California on Wednesday agreed to
release on bail the widow of the gun-
man who killed dozens of people at an
Orlando nightclub last year. US magis-
trate Donna Ryu set bail at $500,000 for
Noor Salman pending her trial on two
charges related to the assault by her
husband Omar Mateen on the Pulse
gay nightclub in Florida that killed 49
people. Prosecutors had argued that
Salman, who was arrested in January in
connection with the massacre, should

be kept behind bars because she posed
a threat to society. They have until
today to appeal the judge’s decision.

In handing down her ruling, Ryu said
there was no proof Salman had any
connection to the Islamic State jihadist
group or had exhibited extremist views.
She also said there was no evidence
Salman posed a risk of flight or a dan-
ger to the community.

“I agree with the pretrial service
recommendation and find that Ms
Salman has rebutted the presumptions

of both risk of flight and danger to the
community and that she can and
should be released pursuant to strict
conditions that will reasonably miti-
gate those risks,” Ryu said. She ordered
the 30-year-old, who had a four-year-
old son with Mateen, to wear an elec-
tronic monitor while living with her
maternal uncle in northern California,
where she grew up. 

The ruling essentially puts Salman
under house arrest, allowed to leave
only for court appearances, to meet

her attorneys or for medical appoint-
ments for her and her son, Ryu said.
Salman, whose case is being prosecut-
ed in Florida, faces up to life in prison
if convicted of the charge of assisting
her husband in his bid to help a terror-
ist organization. She also faces up to
20 years in prison on the second
charge of lying to investigators. Police
killed Mateen in a shootout. During
the attack, he had called dispatchers
to pledge allegiance to the Islamic
State group.—AFP 
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MEXICO CITY: A lawyer who has worked on
behalf of Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman is try-
ing a novel legal tactic: He is calling on US
President Donald Trump to deport the
Mexican drug lord back home from his jail
cell in the United States. 

Lawyer Jose Luis Gonzalez Meza held up a

banner outside the Mexican Attorney
General’s Office in the capital Wednesday
that read: “Mr Trump, Deport the illegal and
criminal Chapo Guzman.” Trump has pledged
to deport migrants who have committed ille-
gal acts.

Gonzalez Meza said Mexican prosecutors

violated due process when they extradited
Guzman in January. “That means he is in the
United States illegally,” the lawyer said. “We
are going to ask he be returned, because he
is illegal and criminal!” Guzman faces US drug
trafficking, money laundering and other
charges. He has pleaded not guilty.—AP
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MEXICO: In this file photo, Jose Luis Gonzalez Meza, lawyer who has worked on behalf of Joaquin El Chapo Guzman, holds a press con-
ference in front of the gates of the Altiplano maximum security prison in Mexico. —AP
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JEFFERSON CITY: Missouri state senators
early Wednesday gave initial approval to a
measure that opponents have criticized as
making it more difficult to sue for discrimina-
tion in the state and voted down protections
for LGBT people. Democrats railed against
the bill on discrimination lawsuits for hours
Tuesday before hammering out a compro-
mise after midnight. It  received initial
approval in a voice vote. Republicans and
pro-business backers say it’s now too easy to
sue for discrimination in the state, but oppo-
nents argue the proposed change would
allow discrimination to go unpunished.

“It’s unfortunate that the Missouri Senate
has taken the very first step in moving for-
ward with Jim Crow legislation,” Missouri
NAACP President Rod Chapel told reporters

Wednesday. He added that the measure
would allow people who “perpetrate or have
violated the civil rights of others to remain
free of any penalty for their conduct.”
Senators also in a 20-10 vote killed a pro-
posed amendment by Creve Coeur
Democratic Sen. Jill Schupp to ban discrimi-
nation against lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people in employment, housing
and public accommodations. 

Republican Sens. Caleb Rowden of
Columbia and Ryan Silvey of Kansas City
joined Democrats to support what’s some-
times referred to as the Missouri
Nondiscrimination Act. The underlying legis-
lation from Farmington Republican Sen. Gary
Romine would require plaintiffs bringing dis-
crimination lawsuits to prove that race, reli-

gion, sex or other protected status was the
motivating factor for discrimination or being
fired, not just a contributing factor. 

While that would ramp up the burden of
proof in discrimination cases compared to
what’s currently in place, that’s not as strict as
Romine’s earlier proposal to require plaintiffs
to prove their status as a protected class was
the sole reason they were fired or harassed.
The change was part of the bipartisan com-
promise. “Our entire intent has never been to
promote or support or allow discrimination in
any place in this great state of Missouri,”
Romine told colleagues on the Senate floor
before the vote. “Our intent in this bill is to
make sure that we have a standard in the
statutes that is fair to the employee and
employer alike.” — AP
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