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RIVERSIDE, California: Family members have identified
two women who survived the fiery Southern California
crash of a small plane in a residential neighborhood and
the three people who were killed. Christy Crown told
Bay Area NBC affiliate KNTV late Tuesday that her sister-
in-law Stacey Pierce is among the survivors while her sis-
ter-in-law’s parents died in the crash. Brandon Farelas of
San Jose told KGO-TV that his mother Sylvia survived
and his 22-year-old sister Adine is among the dead.

The group was returning from a cheerleading compe-
tition on a rainy Monday afternoon when their plane
plummeted into a residential neighborhood in the city
of Riverside east of Los Angeles, killing three people and
critically wounding two who were ejected. Authorities
have not identified the victims, who traveled to attend a
cheerleading event where the daughters of the two
crash survivors competed. The Union School District stu-
dents returned safely from the trip, superintendent
Denise Clay wrote in a letter to families.

The twin-engine Cessna 310 crashed shortly after
4.40 pm Monday, igniting an inferno that destroyed two
homes and slightly damaged two others. The tail num-
ber of the aircraft was N1246G, according to a govern-
ment official with knowledge of the investigation who
spoke on condition of anonymity because the official
was not authorized to release the information until next-
of-kin have been notified. Federal records show that
number is assigned to a twin-engine Cessna 310 regis-
tered to Nouri Hijazi of San Jose.

Hijazi and his wife Dana were killed in the crash, while
their daughter Stacey is in critical condition, Crown said.
“He was an extremely experienced pilot, which was his
hobby, his passion,” Crown said in a statement to KNTV.
“We want to say how incredibly devastated and heart-
broken we are and still trying to process everything,” the
statement said. Farelas said his mother, Sylvia, called
him before Monday’s flight and said she was worried
about the rainy weather, KGO-TV reported late Tuesday.

Riverside Fire Chief Michael Moore said the plane had
just taken off from Riverside Municipal Airport, less than
a mile away, bound for San Jose after a weekend cheer-
leading competition at Disney California Adventure Park.
Moore did not provide the name of the cheerleading
competition, but the Jr. USA Nationals for girls 15 and
under was held at Disney California Adventure Park over
the weekend. Officials with the competition did not
immediately return calls Tuesday.

Worst fear
One of the women survivors suffered burns on 90

percent of her body and was found moaning under
debris in a smoke-filled bedroom of a burning home and
was lifted out a window, fire Capt. Tyler Reynolds said.
Weather in the area 60 miles east of Los Angeles had
included rain, but there were no immediate indications
of what caused the crash. NTSB investigators will exam-
ine environmental conditions, including the weather,
along with the pilot’s history, flight records and the
physical components of the aircraft, said Stephen Stein,
an air safety investigator with the National
Transportation Safety Board.

Despite the massive fire, no one on the ground was
hurt. Juan Cortes, 42, and his son, Jonathan, were
installing fencing when they saw a low-flying plane
make an awkward tilt and go straight down into a neigh-
borhood. The pair raced to the scene in a truck to try to
help. People were screaming in the street, and the elder
Corte said he saw a woman pulled from the flames. “She
was alive because she was screaming, ‘My daughter! My
daughter!” he recalled Tuesday. After hearing a loud
sound that shook her house like an earthquake, 38-year-
old Traci Zamora rushed outside. 

Around the corner, she saw a house engulfed in
flames, and one of the victims emerged. “She just came
crawling right out of it onto the front lawn,” she said.
“Her lower body was on fire.” Hector Jimenez, 19, was
playing video games at home when he heard a loud
boom and saw black smoke. “It’s just sad that it hap-
pened here,” he said. “It makes me nervous living
around an airport. That’s one of my worst fears, having
this happen.”—AP 

WASHINGTON: US Attorney General
Jeff Sessions was under fire yesterday
after it was revealed he met twice last
year with Russia’s  ambassador to
Washington, seemingly contradicting
statements he made in Senate confir-
mation hearings. The revelation cast a
fresh cloud over President Donald
Trump’s administration, which has
repeatedly denied any suspected ties
between members of his election team
and Russia-which US intelligence says
interfered in the 2016 campaign
against Hil lary Cl inton.  The White
House quickly labeled the report an
attack by partisan Democrats, confirm-
ing the meetings but arguing Sessions
did nothing wrong. 

In a statement, the Trump administra-
tion’s top law enforcement official, said:
“I never met with any Russian officials to
discuss issues of the campaign. I have no
idea what this allegation is about. It is
false.” But with US intelligence agencies,
the Justice Department-led by Sessions
himself-and four Congressional commit-
tees examining the Russia scandal,
Democrats demanded that Sessions
recuse himself from the investigations
and for Congress to name an independ-
ent special investigator to oversee a
broad probe.

“Given AG Sessions’s false statements
about contacts with Russian officials, we
need a special counsel to investigate
Trump associates’ ties to Russia,” said
Democratic Senator Ron Wyden, a mem-
ber of the Senate Intelligence
Committee. The Washington Post
reported late Wednesday that Sessions-
formerly a senator who advised Trump’s
campaign on foreign policy and other
issues-met Ambassador Sergey Kislyak
in July and September, just as accusa-
tions of Russian interference in the elec-
tion were mounting. 

Sessions, however, told his confirma-
tion hearing at the Senate Judiciary
Committee on January 10 that he did
not know of contacts between Trump
campaign members and Russia. “I did
not have communications with the
Russians,” he said under oath.

Calls to resign 
Nancy Pelosi, the top Democrat in

the House of Representatives, called for
Sessions to step down. “After lying
under oath to Congress about his own
communications with the Russian, the
attorney general must resign,” she said.
Democrat Elijah Cummings of the House
Oversight Committee echoed that call.
“When senator Sessions testified under
oath that ‘I did not have communica-
tions with the Russians,’ his statement

was demonstrably false, yet he let it
stand for weeks,” Cummings said. 

“Attorney General Sessions should
resign immediately, and there is no
longer any question that we need a truly
independent commission to investigate
this issue.” A White House official
dubbed the latest report an “attack.”
“This is the latest attack against the
Trump administration by partisan
Democrats,” the official said. “Sessions
met with the ambassador in an official
capacity as a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, which is
entirely consistent with his testimony.”
Republican Senator Lindsey Graham
called for answers on Russian ties but
cautioned that contacts between the
Trump campaign and Moscow “may be
legitimate.”
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CHICAGO: The televised moment moved a nation: A grief-
stricken widow clasping her hands and looking skyward, tears
streaming down her face as the nation’s lawmakers and presi-
dent delivered a deafening standing ovation in honor of her
fallen husband. President Donald Trump’s tribute to Navy
SEAL William “Ryan” Owens during Tuesday’s congressional
address was seen by many as touching. But others regarded it
as a calculated attempt to deflect criticism of his decision to
approve a failed military operation and to turn around his
administration’s shaky start with a gesture that sought to unify
a deeply divided country.

Social media was abuzz with both praise and criticism.
Trump was praised on Twitter as giving “the greatest respect
to Carryn Owens” and for moving “viewers to tears with his
love for our fallen military.” But others said Trump was respon-
sible for Owens’ death and criticized the “exploitation of his
widow for last night’s dog and pony show.” Perceptions of the
gesture likely depended on whether viewers trust Trump, said
Matthew Dallek, a political management professor at The
George Washington University and speechwriter for former
Democratic US Rep. Richard Gephardt.

“Whether he seems to be exploiting (Owens’) death or it
seems to be heartfelt and genuine very much depends on
one’s political view and whether or not you trust Trump,”
Dallek said. “If you voted for him, you think he’s honoring a
patriot and this is powerful. If ... you don’t trust him and don’t
approve of his presidency so far, I don’t think this changes
very much.” Trump is following in the footsteps of many presi-

dents who have introduced guests to help make a political
point. But Tuesday’s tribute was potentially more fraught
because Owens’ father has refused to meet with Trump and
called for an investigation into the Yemen raid that took his
son’s life. — AP

WASHINGTON: This file photo shows Sen.  Jeff Sessions, R-AL, as he is sworn in
before the Senate Judiciary Committee during his confirmation hearing to be
Attorney General of the United States, in Washington, DC. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: President Donald Trump, Vice President
Mike Pence and House Speaker Paul Ryan of Wisconsin
applaud Carryn Owens, widow of Chief Special Warfare
Operator William Ryan Owens, on Capitol Hill  in
Washington, during the president’s address to a joint ses-
sion of Congress. —AP 


