
13I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2017

BELFAST:  Northern Ireland began vot-
ing yesterday in snap elections to
resolve a political crisis fuelled by bad
blood and Brexit, which is testing the
delicate peace in the British province.

Long-simmering tensions boiled over
in January when Sinn Fein deputy first
minister Martin McGuinness quit, saying
he could no longer work with First
Minister Arlene Foster from the rival
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). His
resignation triggered fresh elections to
the Northern Ireland Assembly,  a semi-
autonomous legislature in Belfast in
which representatives of once warring
communities have shared power on and
off since a 1998 peace deal.

Observers predict a similar outcome
to the May 2016 assembly elections, in
which the Protestant, conservative and
pro-British DUP won slightly more seats
than the Catholic, socialist and Irish
Republican Sinn Fein. If Sinn Fein and
the DUP cannot resolve their differences
after the vote, the assembly’s executive
could be suspended and the province
fully governed from London.

“I’d be more pessimistic than opti-
mistic that the DUP and Sinn Fein can
get back in a government together
quickly,” Jonathan Tonge, a Northern
Ireland politics expert at Liverpool
University, told AFP.

McGuinness resigned in protest over
a botched green energy subsidy scheme 

instigated by Foster when she was
economy minister, which has left the
executive facing a possible £490 million
($600 million, 570 million euro) over-
spend. It was the breaking point after
months of tensions with the DUP.
Deeply-engrained historical enmity was
also exacerbated by the June vote to
leave European Union, which the DUP
supported but Sinn Fein opposed.

McGuinness is not standing again
due to ill health. His successor as Sinn
Fein’s leader in Northern Ireland,
Michelle O’Neill, has signalled a possible
way out. 

“We’re up for going back into gov-
ernment but only on the basis of equali-
ty, respect and integrity,” she told AFP in
an interview on the last day of cam-
paigning on Wednesday. — AFP
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BROOKEBOROUGH: A man stands in the window of a Sinn Fein election cam-
paign hut near Brookeborough Primary School in Brookeborough yesterday as
people arrive to vote in the Northern Ireland Assembly elections. — AFP

PARIS: A French court yesterday delayed its decision on
whether to extradite former  Kosovo Prime Minister
Ramush Haradinaj to Serbia, where he’s wanted on war
crimes charges. The appeals court in the northeastern
town of Colmar said it agreed with the prosecutor’s
request for more information. The case will be exam-

ined again on April 6. Under a previous
decision, Haradinaj must stay in France
under judicial supervision while his case
is being studied.

Serbia’s government requested his
extradition after French police arrested
Haradinaj in January on a Serbian arrest
warrant. The arrest angered Kosovo,
where lawmakers called on the European
Union to intervene to secure his release.
Haradinaj, a guerrilla fighter in Kosovo’s

1998-1999 war for independence from Serbia, was cleared
of war crimes charges by a U.N. tribunal.

“My legal situation has been set up by the international
court for former Yugoslavia, my arrest here is illegal, accu-
sations are political, so taking 30 more days for this deci-
sion is really political,” Haradinaj said as he left the court-
room. The Kosovo government said such a delay was part
of Serbia’s “dirty games, for internal political profit.” It
called on the international community to press Serbia to
“give an end, once and for all, to such intolerable acts.” 

Haradinaj’s political party, the Alliance for the Future of
Kosovo, has called for a protest on Saturday, the day when
European Union foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini is
in Kosovo’s capital, Pristina, the last stop in her Balkan
tour. Haradinaj’s arrest in early January was one of a series
of incidents that raised tensions between Kosovo and
Serbia in the past three months. —AP
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