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NAIROBI: Gunmen have kidnapped three
Kenyan teachers from the world’s largest
refugee camp, police said yesterday. Three
men with pistols abducted the teachers with
the Udha Academy in the Hagadera section
of Dadaab refugee camp, according to a
police report seen by The Associated Press.
The camp in eastern Kenya holds more than
200,000 Somali refugees.

Mohamud Saleh, the northeastern

regional security coordinator, said security
forces cordoned off the area and sealed the
route into neighboring Somalia, where the
gunmen are suspected to have come from.
No group has claimed responsibility for the
latest kidnapping from the camp.

Kenyan authorities have expressed
interest in closing Dadaab, claiming it has
become a recruitment and training ground
for Somalia’s extremist group al-Shabab. But

authorities have not provided proof, and a
court recently blocked a plan to close the
camp at the end of May. 

Al-Shabab has carried out several attacks
in Kenya, including the April 2015 assault on
Garissa University in which 148 people were
killed. The extremist group has vowed retri-
bution on Kenya for sending troops to
Somalia to fight it. Kenyan government
blamed al-Shabab for the kidnapping of two

Spanish aid workers from Dadaab camp in
October 2011 and said that incident and oth-
er cross-border attacks led to its decision to
send troops to Somalia. The workers were
released after 21 months in captivity. In June
2012, four international aid workers were
kidnapped from Dadaab in an attack that
saw a Kenyan driver killed. They were res-
cued days later. The attack also was blamed
on Al-Shabab. — AP

Gunmen kidnap 3 teachers at Kenya refugee camp

CAIRO: German Chancellor Angela
Merkel landed in Cairo yesterday on a
two-day trip to Egypt and Tunisia, in a
push to limit migrant flows to Europe
through North Africa, especially chaos-
torn Libya. Turmoil exploited by people
smugglers since the 2011 overthrow of
Moamer Kadhafi has made Libya the
main gateway for African migrants seek-
ing to make dangerous Mediterranean
crossings. 

Merkel held talks with President
Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi shortly after her
arrival yesterday.

Merkel’s spokesman, Steffen Seibert,

said Wednesday that Germany wants to
help Egypt to strengthen its coast guard
and crack down on illegal trafficking
across the Mediterranean, where thou-
sands of migrants die at sea each year.

Merkel,  who faces elections in
September, has been under intense
pressure to reduce the number of asy-
lum seekers coming to Germany, which
has taken in over one million migrants
since 2015.

Her government has urged the North
African states to step up border controls
and speed up repatriations of migrants
whose asylum applications are rejected.
Merkel was scheduled to meet with
Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros II and
Sheikh Ahmed Al-Tayeb, Egypt’s top
Muslim cleric.

She will depart to Tunisia today to
meet Tunisian President Beji  Caid
Essebsi. She will “inform herself of the
situation of Coptic Christians” and
“speak to (Tayeb) about tolerance and
the peaceful co-existence of religion,”
her spokesman Steffan Seibert said in a
video uploaded on his Twitter account.

Merkel is joined by a business dele-
gation that could sweeten the diploma-
cy with investments badly needed by
both countries, which are grappling
with sluggish economies, j ihadist
attacks and high unemployment, espe-
cially among youths. “The chancellor will

speak with Sisi about, among other
things, economic cooperation and
opportunities for German companies,”
Seibert said.

A major focus in Egypt and Tunisia
will be on their troubled neighbour
Libya, a largely lawless country that has
porous desert borders with Algeria,
Niger, Chad and Sudan.

Holding centres
“Without a political stabilization of

Libya, we won’t be able to stop the
human traffickers operating out of Libya
who are responsible for by far the most
arrivals in Italy,” Merkel said in her latest
weekly podcast. The trip is part of a larg-
er diplomatic push by Merkel, who last
year visited Mali, Niger and Ethiopia. She

had also planned a trip to Algeria last
week, but it was called off after
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika fell ill.

Germany, which this year holds the
G20 presidency, has also announced
investment partnerships in Africa with
the long-term goals of reducing poverty
and deterring people from leaving in
the first place.

Last year, Berlin spearheaded an EU
agreement with Ankara that helped
sharply reduce the influx of migrants
through Turkey and western Balkan
countries. But as with the Turkey deal,
the negotiations with the North African
countries have been clouded by human
rights concerns. In particular, an idea
floated by Merkel’s interior minister-for
North African countries to build holding
centres for returned migrants-has been
rejected by Merkel’s centre-left coalition
partners and by rights groups.

Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel-
whose Social Democrats hope to topple
Merkel this year-dismissed the idea, say-
ing: “I doubt that all this has been really
thought through”. 

‘Dodgy deals’
Human Rights Watch noted that

Egypt banned protests and jailed thou-
sands of people, while outlawing the
Muslim Brotherhood movement presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi whom Sisi, a for-
mer army chief, overthrew in 2013.
Repatriating Tunisians and Egyptians
who do not need protection can be
“legitimate” if they are treated fairly, the
New York-based rights group said.

“It’s another thing entirely to pursue
dodgy deals that could trap asylum
seekers and migrants from elsewhere in
countries like Tunisia and Egypt that
cannot guarantee decent treatment or
meaningful access to asylum,” said
Judith Sunderland, a Europe and Central
Asia director for the group. 

But Merkel is under huge pressure at
home to achieve results in an election
year, as the anti-immigration Alternative
for Germany party hopes to enter the
national parliament for the first time.

Public fears in Germany have been
heightened by several jihadist attacks
last year-especially the truck rampage
by Tunisian immigrant Anis Amri at a
Berlin Christmas market that killed 12
people in December. 

A year before, sexual assaults by
large groups of mostly North African
men on New Year’s Eve against women
in Cologne provoked outrage in
Germany. — AFP
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CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi (right) meets with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel at the presidential palace in Cairo Yesterday. — AFP

ATHENS: Cleaning workers hold placards reading “Why”
during their protest in Athens along with health workers
yesterday. Cleaners, security and catering staff, who work
on contracts for public hospitals, staged a rally in central
Athens, demanding to stop the lay-offs of the personnel
and the signing of permanent contracts. — AFP

GENEVA: The lead Syrian opposition negotiator at peace talks
in Geneva said he hoped US President Donald Trump would
correct the “catastrophic” errors of his predecessor Barack
Obama to become a reliable partner against “devilish” Iran.

The UN-led negotiations edged forwards on Wednesday,
for the first time in six days, as both sides saw hope of shaping
the agenda to their liking, but with indirect talks wrapping up
this weekend there is little prospect of any real breakthrough.
“The people in Syria paid a high price because of the cata-
strophic mistakes made by the Obama administration,” Nasr
Al-Hariri told reporters in a briefing after meeting UN media-
tor Staffan de Mistura.

“Obama lied and he didn’t keep any of the promises he
made for the Syrian people. He drew red lines that he erased
himself, he kept silent on crimes committed by Bashar Al-
Assad.” Obama long maintained that Assad, Syrian president
for 17 years, must step down after presiding over a civil war
that has killed hundreds of thousands of people and displaced
millions.  The United States has provided training, weapons
and funding for rebel groups, but stopped short of attacking
Assad’s forces, which slowly turned the tide of the war with
massive Russian and Iranian help.

“We reiterated the devilish role that Iran is playing through
hundreds of thousands of fighters on the Syrian soil,” Hariri
said in response to a question on what he had told Russian
officials during their landmark meeting yesterday.

The opposition and the Russians had not previously met at
the Geneva talks. Diplomats said the meeting may be uncom-
fortable for Assad, Moscow’s ally, who regards his opponents
as terrorists. Trump has said his priority is to fight Islamic
State, which has left Russia in the diplomatic driving seat and
put Russia, Turkey and Iran in charge of overseeing a shaky
ceasefire. He has also made it clear he wants to rein in
Tehran’s regional ambitions. Trump’s administration has so far
done little to suggest it is willing to engage in finding a politi-
cal solution for Syria.

“Their policy is still unknown,” said a Western diplomat at
the talks. “They are almost not here.” While Western envoys
were coordinating with the Syrian opposition in Geneva, the
US envoy kept his head down and left after a few days to deal
with other issues. “The US is not a direct participant in the UN-
led talks,” a spokesperson for the US Mission in Geneva said.
“The US remains committed to any process that can result in a
political resolution to the Syrian crisis.” — Reuters
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