
CAIRO: Arab League Secretary
General Ahmad Abul-Gheit yesterday
called for greater Arab efforts to boost
health and environmental develop-
ment and minimize losses and dam-
age caused by the environment. The
Arab League chief, in the call made at
opening session of the joint Arab min-
isters of health and environment,
called for prudent preparation for
mapping out the joint Arab strategy
for health and environment (2017-
2030). The Arab summit held in March
2015 urged Arab health ministers to
intensify efforts in combating non-
communicable diseases. He noted
that the Arab citizens’ health is of
great priority for the League.

Qatari Minister of Environment
Mohammad Al-Rumaihi underlined
necessity of boosting development in
the health and environmental sectors
in the Arab world. The ministers also
expressed deep alarm at ongoing and
systematic Israel encroachments on
the Palestinian environment that have
also resulted in direct consequences
on the Palestinians’ health.  The offi-
cials expressed the deep concern in a
statement, released at conclusion of
the Arab ministers of health and envi-
ronment’s meeting.  

Conferees agreed on establishing
the Arab forum for health and environ-
ment and urged Arab states to take
part in this forum’s meetings, due to
be held once every two years at the
ministerial level and once annually at
the experts’ level. In a final commu-
nique, the ministers expressed deep
concern at environmental deteriora-

tion and pollution that have con-
tributed to hiking death rates and ill-
nesses in the Arab region. They
blessed the Arab health and environ-
ment strategy (2017-2030) aimed at
exerting intensive efforts to minimize
consequences of illnesses, impotence
and early deaths caused by the envi-

ronmental hazards. 
The strategy is also designed to

coordinate with the World Health
Organization and UN programs for
combating epidemics and protecting
vulnerable segments of the world
population, namely children, women
and the elderly, against environment-

related diseases and i l lnesses.
Moreover, the plan aims at bolstering
potentials of the health and environ-
mental sectors in face of emergencies.
The two-day meeting addresses
means of coping with environmental
hazards and minimizing their impact
on man’s wellbeing. —Agencies

Arab League calls for minimizing environmental hazards
Officials alarmed at Israel’s encroachment on Palestinian environment
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KNPC to sign second loan 
tranche for mega project 

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC) will sign
the second installment of a foreign loan to finance the company’s
Clean Fuel Project (CFP) by the end of the month, at a cost of $6.2
billion, KNPC CEO Mohammad Al-Mutairi said yesterday. Speaking
to KUNA on the sidelines of a ceremony to mark the completion
of a maintenance phase in Mina Abdullah refinery, Al-Mutairi said
that the company has already used up 95 percent of local funding
for the project, which amounts to KD 1.2 billion.  On the project,
he noted that it has now been 81 percent completed, adding that
the company regularly assesses the progress of the project, which
is due to be completed next year. Moreover, Al-Mutairi said that
KPC’s renewable energy capacity stands at 800,000 barrels per
day, as he underscored that the company’s operations are meticu-
lous and efficient. CFP is one of KNPC’s landmark projects, which
aims to expand and upgrade two of the company’s refineries. 

‘Fair weather forecast’ 
for weekend in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Fair weather will prevail in the country in the upcoming days,
said an official at Kuwait Meteorological Center Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi yes-
terday. Al-Qarawi said that Kuwait had been under the influence of a
northern air front recently, which resulted in the weather being cloudy
and rainy.  As for today, the official said the weather will be warm with
light to moderate northwesterly wind during the day with speeds
between 08-30 km/h. However, today evening will witness a drop in
temperature with light variable wind and low and high temperatures
between 14 to 28 Degrees Celsius. Tomorrow, Al-Qarawi expects the
weather to be warm early during the day, but the presence of the north-
westerly wind, at the speeds between 08-30 km/h, later on will drop the
temperature from 28 to 6 Degrees Celsius. 
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KUWAIT: The Electricity and Water
Ministry has decided to sharply reduce
the planned high increases in electricity
charges which were due to be imple-
mented in May, opposition MP Riyadh
Al-Adasani said yesterday. Adasani said
that he has been officially informed by
the Ministry of Electricity and Water in a
response to a parliamentary question
that the new charges for apartment
buildings, affecting mainly expatriates,
will now be a maximum of five fils per
kilowatt instead of the original increase
in the law to up to 15 fils a kilowatt.

Similarly, the kilowatt for commercial
shops will now cost just five fils instead
of the planned 25 fils and the cost for
industrial and agricultural use will be
three fils a kilowatt instead of the
planned 10 fils. The Electricity Charges
Increase Law, passed by the previous
National Assembly last year, does not
apply to Kuwaiti  citizens. Adasani
praised the measure but insisted that it
was not enough and the government
should reduce the increases on water
and fuel charges. There has been no
comment from the Electricity and Water
Ministry on the issue. 

The current electricity charges are
just two fils a kilowatt for all purposes.
The previous National Assembly passed
a law last year raising the electricity and
water charges several folds - the largest
was for commercial shops which was
raised from two fils to 25 fils, a whop-
ping 1,250 percent increase. For apart-
ment buildings, the law set the price at
five fils a kilowatt for the first 1,000 kilo-
watts, 10 fils a kilowatt for the second
1,000 kilowatts and 15 fils a kilowatt for
consumption above 2,000 kilowatts.

That plan would have raised electrici-
ty bills for some apartments to around
KD 100 monthly in summer months. But
cutting this increase to just five fils for all
consumptions will increase the bills by
over double the current bills. Adasani
said that the lawmakers will continue to
pressure the government to reduce all
the price increases in order to reduce
the burden on citizens.  

In another important development,
MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah said yesterday
that he will not file the promised grilling
against the Prime Minister after the
Health Ministry Undersecretary Khaled
Al-Sahlawi has resigned and his resigna-
tion has been accepted. Fadhalah has
threatened that he will file to grill the

Prime Minister on March 5 over allega-
tions of failing to check corruption and
squandering of public funds. The law-
maker said he will file the grilling if the
cabinet does not support Health
Minister Jamal Al-Harbi who wanted to
dismiss the undersecretary and several
top officials over allegations of rampant
corruption in the ministry. The Cabinet
has reportedly rejected the moves by
the minister who submitted his resigna-
tion in protest. Fadhalah and several
MPs threatened to take action against
the government.

Fadhalah told reporters yesterday
that he has been informed by assembly
speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem that the
health ministry undersecretary and
another top official have resigned and
their resignations were accepted by the
government. He said that the two offi-
cials along with others will be sent to
the public prosecution for investigation.
The lawmaker vowed to continue moni-
toring corruption at the ministry.  MP
Jamaan Al-Harbash said he and several
lawmakers plan to submit a request dur-
ing the assembly session next week to
launch an investigation into the health
ministry corruption especially medical
treatment abroad.

Planned increases in electricity 
charges ‘sharply reduced’: MP 

PM grilling shelved after health official steps down

Arab ministers of health and environment meet during an open session in Cairo.


