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Fugitives escaped 
from jail arrested

KUWAIT: Ahmadi detectives arrested the two fugitives who
escaped from Riqqa police station within 24 hours of their
escape. The two were located in Meidan Hawally. Their
accomplice who helped them escape was also arrested.

Indecent photo
A security source said a citizen in her 40s told Qadsiya
police that a driver attempted to abuse her by asking her
indecent mobile photo. According to her, she had a flat tire
between Daeya and Qadisiya. She said that a car stopped
by and the driver asked her to relax because he would
change the tire. Later, he asked her to send him a picture
on his mobile in ‘short clothes’ and he claimed that the pic-
ture would only remain in his phone. He gave her a phone
number as well. The woman lodged a complaint accusing
the man of encouraging her to commit vice crimes.

Trespassing
An Indian expat told Naeem area police that an unknown
person entered his house and asked for a cigar lighter. The
Indian told him that he did not have one and asked him to
leave. The unknown person abruptly picked his mobile
phone and tried to run away. When the Indian resisted the
attempt, the intruder pulled a knife, stabbed on his left
hand and ran away. Investigations are ongoing.

Verbal assault
A policeman told Mubarak Al-Kabeer police that a citizen
verbally insulted him when he stopped the latter to issue
a ticket.

Police-beating
An Egyptian expat reported to Khaitan police that a police-
man beat him while at work. However, the policeman refused
to file counter charges.  

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A Filipina domestic helper has been hospitalized
after allegedly jumping from the 6th floor of her sponsor’s
building. The woman, who spoke with Kuwait Times, claimed
that she jumped willingly after her sponsor threatened to call
the police. She had been caught stealing KD 110 from her
sponsor and she admitted the theft to this reporter. “Only
small mistakes, but they’ll shout at me and hit me in the face. I
know how angry they could be. When they said they are call-
ing a police, I was terribly scared. I don’t know what to do
because I don’t want to be arrested; so I jumped out from the
6th floor,” she told Kuwait Times.  

But there is more to the story. The woman, who gave her
name as a 24-year-old Rahima, claims that she isn’t really who
her employer thinks she is. In fact, she isn’t Rahima at all.
Instead she said she is 17-year-old Malaiha Omar and that she
used a fake name (Rahima) and a fake passport to get a job in
Kuwait as a domestic helper. 

Lying now in a bed in Mubarak Hospital with several
injuries, Rahima (or Malaiha) narrated her story. She hails from
Cotabato Philippines in a village of Datu Uddin Sinsuat. In
2016, she worked with a local recruiter in the Philippines to
get a fake passport with a different name and age. She then
came to Kuwait in August last year and started working. But
since then, she claims that her employers mistreated her by
whipping her with a belt. But she didn’t have much problem
until the day her employer discovered that she had stolen KD
110 from him. 

“My male employer was asking about missing pants. Out of
fear, I said I don’t know, but I knew where the pants were. I was
just too scared to tell him because I don’t want to be whipped
again. I accidentally burned the pants while ironing them. So
he inspected my cabinet and found the damaged pants. There,
he also found the money,” she explained. The housekeeper
admitted that during her employment, her sponsors did pay
her monthly salary. However, after being caught stealing, she
now claims that she was mistreated, did not receive a day off
and was not allowed out of the house by herself. 

AKO-OFW Chairman (International) Dr Celirino ‘Chie’
Umandap - an Kuwait-based international NGO, learned about
the woman predicament, whose identity is yet to be verified
through the Philippine Embassy. “Upon learning her case, I
informed the office of the president through IACAT and our
Department of Justice Secretary Vitaliano Aguire. I am just
waiting for their reply. Also, I have informed the Office of
Susan Ople, of Ople Policy Center,” he said.

Although Rahima’s (or Malaiha) identity and age are yet to
be verified, the question of her being under age has raised
concerns. “How do you expect a young girl of her age to han-
dle such a stressful situation? I blamed the local recruitment
agency that hired such a teenage girl. It is illegal. The agency
should be suspended or banned - or be subjected to investi-
gation. How many more of such cases are here in Kuwait?
Remember, even in Kuwait, the allowable age for domestic
workers should be at least 24, he said. 

Official from the Philippine Embassy who spoke with this
reporter confirmed part of Rahima’s claim. “She said she
jumped from the sixth floor of her employer’s window. She
said she was only 17 years old. She has fracture on her leg; she
cannot moved her leg, there was a surgery on her left eye, but
the whole details and the circumstances and information I got
are yet to be verified. I just went to hospital to check her con-
dition and see how we could be of help or whether the agency
is helping or not. According to the recruitment agency person-
nel whom I spoke with, the young girl will not be filing any
complaints against her sponsor because she said, it was her
fault. But police have already filed an attempted suicide case,”
the embassy official said.   

Maid jumps from the 6th floor 

Drug-dealers
Ahmadi govenorate security Director General Brig Abdullah
Saffah ordered an Iranian woman and a citizen be sent to
Drugs Control General Department after liquor and illicit
drugs were found with them. The two were arrested in
Mahboula area.

Vehicles impounded
Around 1,000 cars and more than 500 motorcycles were
impounded during the celebrations of National days for violating
traffic rules and placing illegal stickers on the cars. — Al Anbaa

VIENNA: Romanian Foreign Minister Teodor Viorel
Melescanu met with Kuwaiti Ambassador Talal Mansour
Al-Hajri, discussing bilateral relations and ways to boost
them in various fields. After the meeting, Ambassador Al-
Hajri said via phone that the sides tackled political and
economic cooperation between the two countries and
touched on the preparation for a joint ministerial consulta-
tion committee. Al-Hajri noted that the two countries have
signed, during Former Romanian Prime Minister Victor-
Viorel Ponta visit to Kuwait, a memorandum of under-
standing regarding the joint committee. The ambassador
added that the Romanian minister hailed the great level of
diplomatic ties, which goes back to five decades, express-
ing hope that the economic and political fields would see
similar levels in the future. The two sides also underlined
the importance of bolstering investment opportunities in
both nations. With regard to Kuwait’s nomination to the
Security Council, Al-Hajri said that the Romanian minister
expressed mutual support to both countries, as non-per-
manent members of the Security Council. — KUNA

Kuwait and Romania officials 
discuss bilateral cooperation

Romanian Foreign Minister Teodor Viorel Melescanu pictured
with Kuwaiti Ambassador Talal Mansour Al-Hajri. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Australia Najib Al-Bader
handed in a letter on bilateral ties from First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to Australian Minister of Foreign
Affairs Julie Bishop. During the meeting in the capital
Canberra yesterday, Ambassador Al-Bader conveyed Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khald’s eagerness to boost cooperation with
Australia on all levels. — KUNA


