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KUWAIT: During its participation at the world’s biggest ICT
show, Huawei hosted its Global Digital Transformation
Forum (GDTF), which saw keynote speeches and address
from Huawei officials and a host of industry players from
around the world.

During the one-day event, officials from Huawei high-
lighted the ICT sector’s role in advancing economic and
social development, during this year’s edition of Mobile
World Congress in Barcelona, Spain. In his keynote
address, William Xu, Executive Director of the Board and
Chief Strategy Marketing Officer of Huawei, focused on
growth opportunities in Emerging Market and highlight-
ed Huawei’s commitment to creating value for communi-
ties by collaborating with operators to help them maxi-
mize network assets, deploy home broadband and
indoor digitalization, and drive connectivity to enhance
the user experience, while promoting economic and
social growth.

William Xu, Executive Director of the Board and Chief
Strategy Marketing Officer of Huawei, outlined opportuni-
ties for growth in emerging markets. “As we enter a fully
connected era, digital infrastructure is facilitating econom-
ic growth and emerging markets are on the cusp of a major
transition towards digital economies.  

Impact on businesses
“The Global Connectivity Index (GCI) published by

Huawei in 2016 reported that for each GCI score point
increase a country improved its innovation capacity by 2.2
percent, competitiveness by 2.1 percent, and productivity
by 2.3 percent. Operators around the world are in a unique
position to invest in these emerging markets to capitalize
on huge ICT industry potential, untapped demographics,
and national ICT strategies”, Xu concluded. 

Huawei officials, along with industry experts, also dis-
cussed connectivity’s impact on business success, and
defined the key themes and trends affecting technology
growth. Themes discussed during the session covered 5G
Innovation, Huawei’s ROADS to New Growth, Network
Value Maximization and Operations Transformation. The
sessions provided a platform for operators to share indus-
try-wide challenges, strategies, and best-practice digital
solutions.  “The ROADS (Real-time, On-demand, All-online,
DIY, and Social) experience at the heart of transformation
requires support for both an agile, automated operating
system as well as development of the network infrastruc-
ture,” said Vice-president of Huawei’s Global Technical
Services, Dr. Leroy Blimegger.

On the sidelines of GDTF, Huawei released the industry’s
first 5G network slicing router. Offering 50GE base station
access and seamless compatibility with 100GE, the slicing
router achieves physical isolation of port channels based on
innovative Flexible Ethernet technology to provide differen-
tiated SLA guarantee.

Growth plans
On the day before Mobile World Congress (MWC) in

Barcelona, Huawei releases the world’s first 5G core solu-
tion for commercial use case, known as Service-Oriented
Core 2.0 (SOC 2.0). At the 2016 MWC, Huawei introduced
the world’s first 5G core prototype, known as SOC 1.0, and
verified its multi-service slicing technology. SOC 2.0 will
show the commercial 5G capabilities of the solution and
enable all access to 5G networks and all services in 5G. It
will not only provide connectivity for a multitude of termi-
nals from various industries, but also on-demand services
for all vertical industries.

During one of MWC, Huawei showcased at its main

exhibition its growth plans, business models and latest
developments in themed areas: ‘Maximizing Network
Value’, ‘All Cloud to Support 5G’, ‘Agile Digital Operations’
and ‘Cloud-based Digital Services’, including a complete
range of All Cloud solutions (All Cloud core/wireless/bear-
er network solutions etc.). 

Also ahead of MWC, Huawei and DLR (Deutsches Zentrum
f¸r Luft- und Raumfahrt) have tested 5G for cooperative auto-
mated driving in Munich. The results show the practical
applicability of 5G V2X to achieve a reliable and ultra-low-
latency connection between vehicles for collision avoidance.
Currently, Huawei and DLR investigate the application of 5G
V2X (Vehicle to Everything) for more complex cooperative
maneuvers, starting with 5G-enhanced platooning.

Huawei’s NFV solution was awarded Best Technology
Enabler during this year’s edition of MWC. The award came
in recognition of Huawei’s leading capabilities and outstand-
ing performance in NFV architecture, technology, commer-
cial application, and the evolution toward Cloud Native.
Organized by the GSMA, Mobile World Congress is the
world’s most influential event in the mobile communica-
tions sector, and the GSMA Global Mobile Awards are con-
sidered the highest honor within the industry.

Huawei is a leading global information and communica-
tions technology (ICT) solutions provider. Our aim is to enrich
life and improve efficiency through a better connected
world, acting as a responsible corporate citizen, innovative
enabler for the information society, and collaborative con-
tributor to the industry. Driven by customer-centric innova-
tion and open partnerships, Huawei has established an end-
to-end ICT solutions portfolio that gives customers competi-
tive advantages in telecom and enterprise networks, devices
and cloud computing. Huawei’s 180,000 employees world-
wide are committed to creating maximum value for telecom

operators, enterprises, and consumers. Our innovative ICT
solutions, products, and services are used in more than 170
countries and regions, serving over one-third of the world’s
population. Founded in 1987, Huawei is a private company
fully owned by its employees. 
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Huawei’s NFV solution was awarded Best Technology
Enabler during this year’s edition of MWC.

DUBAI: According to a newly released IDC study, organizations
around the world are expected to triple the adoption of mod-
ern, automated networks over the next two years. To accelerate
the journey to these digital-ready networks, Cisco is introducing
new technologies that allow customers to virtualize and secure
their networks. 

Today, businesses demand a lot from their networks. However,
the vast majority of today’s networks were only designed to pro-
vide fast, reliable connectivity. These legacy networks are strug-
gling to combat sophisticated cyber-threats, or keep up with the
requirements of today’s mobile workforce and their use of IoT
devices and new cloud applications. A new approach is required.
With its Digital Network Architecture (DNA), Cisco is ushering in a
new era of networking that rips up the playbook for how compa-
nies build and manage network infrastructure. 

Network virtualization and integrated security are founda-
tional elements of Cisco DNA. Cisco is introducing a new hard-
ware platform and virtual network services to extend virtualiza-
tion to branch locations, as well as a new solution that allows
customers to virtualize their network perimeter and extend it to
colocation centers. Cisco is also the first in the industry to deliver
software-defined segmentation across the entire network-from
the network to the endpoint to the cloud - with complete appli-
cation visibility.  

Deploying Services in Minutes
Over the past decade, IT teams have changed how they

design and deploy data centers to help their organizations
take advantage of virtualization and cloud computing. Now
enterprise networks are going through a similar change. With
Cisco DNA, organizations can now extend network services,
like routing or security, to a diverse set of platforms across
branch, campus, colocation centers and the public cloud. By
decoupling hardware from software, Cisco DNA allows for
greater speed and flexibility.  

Cisco is building on the industry’s broadest set of network vir-
tualization solutions with innovations in two key areas: 

• Enterprise Network Functions Virtualization (NFV) Platform is
an emerging technology that boosts flexibility and agility for
remote locations by virtualizing branch networks. Cisco is intro-
ducing a new, purpose-built branch platform, Cisco Enterprise
Network Compute System (ENCS 5400 Series), to help customers
accelerate their Enterprise NFV deployments. ENCS allows cus-
tomers to extend routing, security, WAN optimization and other
network services to their branch environments.

• Virtualizing the Network Perimeter: The network perimeter
is an organizations’ gateway to the Internet. But traditional,
static network perimeters are struggling with the new realities
of the digital era. The new Cisco Secure Agile Exchange solution
virtualizes the network perimeter and extends it to colocation
centers. This allows organizations to dynamically connect cus-
tomers, employees and partners using on-demand, virtualized
network services.

Boosting Threat Visibility and Enforcement 
The network can provide deep visibility into network traffic

patterns and rich threat intelligence. With Cisco DNA, the net-
work can be used to quickly detect cybersecurity threats and
then automatically take action to stop them. 

New security features introduced include:
• Visibility and Control: Cisco Identity Services Engine (ISE) pro-

vides visibility and control of users and devices on the network. ISE
2.2 offers much deeper visibility into applications on endpoints,
including detection of anomalous behavior. It also offers more
granular control with the ability to define “DEFCON” policy sets
that allow customers to escalate their response to prolific threats. 

• Software-defined Segmentation: Cisco TrustSec provides
software-defined segmentation to isolate attacks and restrict
movement of threats in the network. This dynamic segmenta-
tion makes security policy changes 98 percent faster than tradi-
tional methods, with an 80 percent reduction in operational
efforts. TrustSec 6.1 is now available across Cisco’s entire enter-
prise networking portfolio and integrates with Cisco ACI. With
these advancements, TrustSec enables dynamic segmentation
anywhere on the network, from the edge to the data center
and cloud.

IDC Study Highlights
Cisco also unveiled the results of a major global study into the

adoption rates of digital-ready networks. Conducted by IDC and
commissioned by Cisco, the research surveyed 2,054 global
organizations across 10 countries to determine the digital readi-
ness of their networks. 

Key findings include:
• Organizations clearly recognize the need to evolve their net-

works: Over the next two years, 45 percent of organizations
expect to achieve digital-ready network capabilities. That repre-
sents three times the current adoption rates.

• Modern networks are delivering real, tangible benefits:
Companies that have invested in modern network capabilities
are experiencing 2-3 times the rate of growth in revenue, cus-
tomer retention and profit. They have also deployed twice as
many digital transformation initiatives compared to companies
with legacy networks. 

• Adoption rates comparable across company size and industry
vertical: It turns out that network maturity levels are comparable
across market segments, with minimal variation between mid-mar-
ket (500-999 employees) and large (1000+) organizations.

• Emerging countries to leapfrog developed nations: The real
variance occurs when comparing countries. The most significant
jump in maturity is expected to occur in emerging economies. 

To help customers navigate the complex journey to a digital-
ready network, Cisco is introducing a series of new tools and servic-
es. Network assessment tools will help customers understand
where they are on the journey, plot a roadmap and understand the
business benefits of continuing on their path to digital network
maturity. Cisco is also introducing new DNA Advisory Services that
will offer in-depth consulting to help enterprises formulate a
unique strategy that maps directly to their digital aspirations.

Cisco boosts DNT with new virtualization 

and security technologies

DUBAI:  Sophos (LSE:SOPH), a global
leader in network and endpoint security,
yesterday announced Sophos Mobile 7,
the latest version of its Enterprise Mobility
Management (EMM) solution. This new
version extends containerization support
for Android Enterprise (formerly “Android
for Work,”) enables IT administrators to
manage IoT devices, strengthens security
features and will be available through the
Sophos Central cloud-based manage-
ment platform.

Sophos Mobile 7 security enhancements
include anti-phishing technology to protect
users from malicious links in emails and
documents and improvements to Sophos’
Android security and anti-malware app.
There are also usability enhancements to
the Secure Workspace and Secure Email app
where users now can open, view and even
edit encrypted and secure Office format
documents and attachments without leav-
ing the secure and encrypted container. 

Sophos Mobile 7 is the latest in an
increasing number of products that are
available through the integrated Sophos
Central management platform, including
the next-generation XG Firewall, Sophos
Endpoint Security, Sophos Intercept X,
Sophos Email Security, Sophos Server

Protection, Sophos Encryption and Sophos
Phish Threat. “Today, a mobile device is just
another endpoint yet businesses still strug-
gle to manage them within a comprehen-
sive endpoint security strategy due to a
lack of integration with traditional end-
point protection. The availability of Sophos
Mobile 7 alongside other Sophos endpoint,
network and encryption protection in
Sophos Central will streamline manage-

ment of mobile devices while increasing
security across the entire organization,”
commented Dan Schiappa, general manag-
er and senior vice president of Sophos
Endpoint and Network Security Groups.
“The introduction of IoT device manage-
ment will enable IT organizations to realize
the value of IoT projects and help reduce
the additional resources required to effec-
tively manage and secure these devices.
The development team at Sophos wanted
to lead the industry by offering the first
steps towards an integrated protection
strategy for all devices - mobile and IoT.”

The new IoT functionality will provide
basic management features to organizations
that are designing and deploying solutions
at scale using low-cost Android Things or
Windows 10 IoT devices. This includes man-
agement tasks such as applying policies,
checking the online device status, monitor-
ing battery levels or confirming or updating
firmware. Sophos will be one of the first
security companies to provide organizations
with a cost-efficient way to add manage-
ment and security capabilities to their IoT
projects, offering a communication and
management framework that can be built
into industrial and commercial IoT solutions
such as POS/retail or connected classrooms.

Sophos launches Sophos Mobile 7 

enterprise management solution

Dan Schiappa

By Sachin Bhardwaj 

If you are a business, looking to stream-
line your operations and to benefit from
cost savings - while enhancing your

functional efficien-
cy at the same time
- the option to
engage a Managed
Services Provider
(MSP) must, surely,
have come up for
your consideration.
It seems every-
where one looks,

Managed Service Providers in the UAE are
stepping in to augment the core strengths
of enterprises, by taking on the critical but
tedious IT tasks associated with the every-
day working of a modern business.
However, there are some critical things for
business to consider in choosing the right
Managed Services Company in Dubai, as in
any other part of the world.

One of the most crucial aspects of a
contract with a Managed Services Provider
is whether or not their services are avail-
able 24/7, all 365 days of the year. After all,
the benefits of substituting an in-house

department with the services of an exter-
nal entity cannot simply be driven by
reduced costs, they must also be gained
without losing the advantages of a legacy
system. While advantages gained through
optimizing returns on investment and the
outsourcing of specialized functions does
indeed increase the viability of most busi-
nesses manifold, it cannot be an effective
strategy without round-the-clock support
that reduces the threat of downtime and
operational disruptions.

A state-of-the-art and best-in-class
Managed Services Provider in Dubai must
commit to providing a round- the-clock
service that includes the ability to monitor,
diagnose and troubleshoot issues as they
arise - without such concerns being
deferred to a specific period of the week
being identified as “working hours”. Given
the availability of Managed Service
Providers in the UAE who conform to the
highest standards of uninterrupted service,
it is incumbent upon enterprises to partner
with such service providers, rather than
expose themselves to unnecessary risks in
order to cut costs. While it may superficially
appear that the viability of a business mod-
el is largely predicated by cost considera-

tions, the losses and damage that can
result from delays in service far outweigh
such benefits and expose the enterprise to
avoidable and grave risks.

Several Managed Service Providers in
Dubai and the UAE have realized that, the
presence of innumerable multinational
businesses in the location they are servic-
ing, comes with the presupposition and
expectation of the highest standards of
service, available anywhere in the world.
An inherent and inevitable benchmarking
of Managed Service Providers in the UAE,
against the best practices in the world,
therefore, means that there is now no
shortage of such services in the UAE mar-
ket. It is advisable that any business, opting
for a Managed Services company in Dubai
and the UAE, consider such a standard of
service par for course, rather than a premi-
um service. A slightly higher ongoing cost -
that still retains advantages over legacy
systems - is a small price to pay for the
peace of mind from being assured of a con-
stant and uninterrupted service that man-
ages the Cloud and IT infrastructure of a
business. Note: By Sachin Bhardwaj is
Director, Marketing & Business
Development eHostingDataFort

24/7 IT support by your MSP 

is not an option but a must


