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The several-fold rise in electricity charges is expected
to trigger massive increases in the prices of commodi-
ties and services, eventually leading to a rise in inflation
and the cost of living.

MPs have vowed that they will not let the govern-
ment touch the income of citizens to finance the budget
deficit resulting from the sharp fall in oil revenues. They
demanded that the government should first stop squan-
dering public funds before it resorts to raising prices. But
the government has insisted that it will not accept any
legislation passed by the Assembly because it will have
far-reaching negative consequences on the national
economy. Under Kuwait law, the government can reject

laws passed by the Assembly, but lawmakers can over-
ride the rejection with a fresh two-thirds majority.

Meanwhile, opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said yes-
terday that one of the lawmakers who were charged of
accepting millions of dinars in bribes from the govern-
ment has received fresh cash deposits in his bank
account totaling KD 250,000. Two weeks ago, Adasani
revealed the names of 13 present and former MPs who
received around KD 51 million in bribes, which were
deposited in their bank accounts. The lawmaker said he is
prepared to provide the details about the new deposits.
The head of the Assembly’s budgets committee MP
Adnan Abdulsamad said yesterday that the panel will
invite the prime minister to discuss resolving extended
overlapping between government institutions.

Ghanem hopeful of political stability...
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His remarks were made amid expectations that a
new executive order on immigration could be rolled out
within the coming days. Trump’s initial attempt to bar
the entry of visitors from seven Muslim-majority coun-
tries has been halted by the courts. Trump’s maiden
address to a chamber of lawmakers, Supreme Court
Justices, ambassadors and generals, was delivered as
the president grapples with multiple crises and faces
historically-low approval ratings.

Hailing what he called the “new national pride”
sweeping the country, he sought to use the pomp of
the occasion and the presidential pulpit to reclaim
authority and correct course after 40 difficult days.
Discussing trade, Trump even enlisted the help of
Abraham Lincoln, echoing what the first Republican
president described as “protective policy”. “Lincoln was
right - and it is time we heeded his words,” Trump said. “I
am not going to let America and its great companies
and workers be taken advantage of anymore.”

Looking abroad, Trump softened his criticism of
NATO partners and vowed to work with allies in the
Muslim world. But he offered no apologies for empha-
sizing a world order centered on the nation state. “My
job is not to represent the world. My job is to represent
the United States of America,” he said. “But we know
that America is better off when there is less conflict -
not more,” he said, promising to “find new friends, and
to forge new partnerships, where shared interests align”.

In Trump’s longest presidential speech to date, he
remained largely on message, reading his planned
address almost verbatim. Some women Democratic law-
makers had dressed in white for the occasion, a nod to
the suffragette movement and an echo of the substan-
tial opposition the president’s policies face. But Trump
struck a compassionate tone at times, embracing family-
friendly policies like paid parental leave, and even won

cautious praise from Democrats for his call for unity.
“This was far less dark than the inaugural speech.

And he has made an attempt to reach out,” said
Democrat John Larson of Connecticut. “But the devil is
in the details.” According to a CNN instant poll, 57 per-
cent of Americans who tuned in had a very positive
reaction to the speech. Pressing his domestic agenda -
and pleasing mainstream Republicans who reluctantly
embraced him - Trump promised to provide “massive”
tax relief for the American middle class and to repeal his
predecessor’s landmark Obamacare health reform.

The billionaire’s populist economic message was cru-
cial in his November victory over Democrat Hillary
Clinton - helping him sway voters in crucial Rust Belt
states Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania. Now his chal-
lenge is translating that into tangible policy steps. He
outlined plans for rebuilding America’s creaking infra-
structure and for high-stakes tax and healthcare reform.
But on all three issues, Trump faces a difficult balancing
act with fellow Republicans, who control both the
Senate and House of Representatives.

To succeed, Trump - the consummate political out-
sider - may have to embrace Washington deal-making.
Conservatives are desperate to uproot Obamacare, but
party pragmatists are wary of dismantling a system that
helped some 20 million Americans obtain health insur-
ance. Tensions between the executive branch and the
Republican-led Congress are also simmering over
Trump’s 2018 budget proposal.

Trump wants to hike defense spending by $54 billion,
offsetting that with cuts in foreign assistance and other
non-military spending. On all these issues, Trump offered
little detail about how to meet his promises without
worsening the country’s nearly $20 trillion national debt.
“This plan doesn’t add up. A third-grade math student
can see that you’re going to blow a huge hole in the
deficit if you do the things the president is talking about,”
Democratic Senator Chris Van Hollen said. — AFP 

Trump vows ‘renewal of American spirit’

PARIS: A French artist emerged “a little stunned” yesterday
from a week entombed inside a 12-tonne rock and thanked
it for having made him feel “so welcome”. Abraham
Poincheval, 44, had difficulty walking as he was helped
from the stone onto a chair before being taken away for a
medical examination. “It is normal that I should feel a little
stunned after spending a week inside a rock,” he told
reporters half an hour later. “I would like to thank it,”
Poincheval added. “It made me so welcome.”

He had carved out a hole inside the rock in his own
image, just big enough for him to sit up in, with a niche to
hold supplies of water, soup and dried meat. Poincheval’s
extreme performance in a Paris art museum has become
something of a sensation in the French capital. Crowds
thronged the Palais de Tokyo to watch him inside through
an infra-red camera.

Hundreds tried to talk to him through a crack in the
rock, with the artist telling AFP that some had read him
poetry, played guitar or told him about their dreams and
nightmares. But the artist, no stranger to bizarre and
death-defying feats, admitted there were moments when
the experience “shook” him - with “some huge moments
when I lost myself. “I had the feeling that I was just a parti-
cle inside this mineral world,” he said. Sometimes he even
felt he and the rock were one and the same. “I felt I was a
stone at the side of a path and at night I was a much
wilder rock.”

Poincheval, who previously spent a fortnight sewn-up

inside a stuffed bear, had earlier told AFP through a crack in
the limestone boulder that his confinement had been “like
tripping”. “I am travelling in this rock without moving, like an
astronaut,” he said, buoyed up by the fact that he had “got
into people’s heads”. Dubbed France’s most extreme artist,
he will attempt to become a human hen later this month
and hatch a dozen eggs by sitting on them for weeks on
end. Lack of sleep rather than claustrophobia was his
biggest worry inside the darkness of the rock, he said.

Living with his excrement 
Without a watch - and with only an emergency phone

line - he had no way to tell the time. The artist could only
move his feet and hands a few inches, and had to store his
excrement around him. But he assured AFP at the weekend
that there had been “no accidents” peeing into his empty
water bottles. Emotionally, however, his time inside was
something of a rollercoaster, he said. “It’s very complex. You
pass from one feeling to an another. Like you are being car-
ried away on a raft,” he said. “It’s like tripping. I am trying to
explain (the feelings) in language but it is very difficult to
put down in black and white.”

Poincheval is no stranger to bizarre performances. He
ate worms and beetles while living inside the stuffed bear,
was buried under a rock for eight days and sailed France’s
Rhone river inside a giant plastic corked bottle. He has
crossed the Alps in a barrel, and last year spent a week on
top of a 20-m pole outside a Paris train station.  — AFP 

French artist rocked by 
his week inside boulder

PARIS: People open the 12-tonne boulder where French artist Abraham Poincheval was entombed inside for a
week at the Palais de Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

A man performs on a flyboard at the Dubai International Marine Club during the Gulf emirate’s international Boat Show on Tuesday — AFP 


