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HETIAN: Chinese military police getting off a plane to attend an anti-terror-
ist oath-taking rally in Hetian, northwest China’s Xinjiang Uighur
Autonomous Region. —AFP

BEIJING: Islamic State militants from China’s
Uighur ethnic minority have vowed to return
home and “shed blood like rivers”, according to
a jihadist-tracking firm, in what experts said
marked the first IS threat against Chinese tar-
gets. The threat came in a half-hour video
released Monday by a division of the Islamic
State in western Iraq and featuring militants
from China’s Uighur ethnic group, said the US-
based SITE Intelligence Group, which analyzed
the footage. 

China has for years blamed exiled Uighur
“separatists” for a series of violent attacks in its
western Xinjiang region-the Uighur homeland-
and warned of the potential for militants to link
up with global jihadist groups. In the video, a
Uighur fighter issued the threat against China
just before executing an alleged informant.
“Oh, you Chinese who do not understand what
people say! We are the soldiers of the Caliphate,
and we will come to you to clarify to you with
the tongues of our weapons, to shed blood like
rivers and avenging the oppressed,” according
to SITE’s translation.

A traditionally Muslim group, many Uighurs
complain of cultural and religious repression
and discrimination by China. It appears to be
the Islamic State’s “first direct threat” against
China, Dr Michael Clarke, an expert on Xinjiang
at the National Security College of Australian
National University said. “It is the first time that
Uighur-speaking militants have claimed alle-
giance to IS,” he added.

The video showed China is now “very firmly
a target of jihadist rhetoric,” Clarke said, mark-
ing a shift from years past when it rarely figured
in statements by global jihadist groups.  But
Clarke said it also could indicate a possible split
among Uighur fighters, as it includes a warning
to those fighting with the al Qaeda-aligned
Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP) in Syria. China’s for-
eign ministry spokesman Geng Shuang said
yesterday that he had not seen the video but
noted that “East Turkestan terrorist forces have
been posing a severe threat to China’s security,”
referring to Xinjiang militants. He called for
international cooperation “to combat such ter-
rorist forces.”

Show of force
China maintains tight security in Xinjiang

but a drumbeat of deadly unrest has contin-
ued. A knife attack last month left eight dead,
including three attackers, police said. The video
was released on the same day China staged the
latest in a series of mass rallies by armed police
in Xinjiang meant to indicate Chinese resolve in
crushing security threats.

More than 10,000 officers gathered Monday
in the regional capital Urumqi-the fourth such
show of force this year in Xinjiang. Chinese
authorities also have strengthened controls
and anti-terrorist rhetoric. In one violence-
wracked corner of Xinjiang, authorities are
offering rewards of up to 5 million yuan
($730,000) to those who expose terror plots or
“kill, wound, or subdue” any attackers. The
Islamic State video showed fighters, including
heavily armed children, giving speeches, pray-
ing, and killing other “informants”.

It also featured images of Chinese riot police
guarding mosques, patrolling Uighur markets,
and arresting men in what appears to be west-
ern China. The Chinese flag is pictured engulfed
in flames. Clarke said the hints of a Uighur split
could “intensify the threat to China” as it indi-
cates Uighur militants may be able to tap into
the capabilities of both the Islamic State and Al-
Qaeda. Overseas experts have up to now
expressed doubts about the strength of Uighur
militants, with some saying China exaggerates
the threat to justify tough security. A US think
tank said in July that Chinese religious restric-
tions on Muslims may have driven more than
100 to join the Islamic State. 

Authorities have banned or strictly con-
trolled the observance of certain Muslim prac-
tices, such as growing beards, wearing head-
scarves, and fasting during Ramadan, calling
them symbols of “Islamic extremism”. “When
we see the government involved in a very
heavy crackdown, it hasn’t really ever solved
the problem, it hasn’t made it go away,” said
Raffaello Pantucci, director of International
Security Studies at the UK-based Royal United
Services Institute. “In some cases it has made it
worse.” —AFP

Bloody Islamic State video 

puts China in crosshairs

PHNOM PENH: An unemployed for-
mer Cambodian soldier who calls
himself “Meet to Kill” admitted to the
brazen murder of a renowned gov-
ernment critic yesterday, saying the
hit was in revenge for an unpaid
debt. Doubt was immediately cast
over his apparent motive by Kem
Ley’s supporters in a country with a
long and dark history of political
assassinations.  Oeuth Ang, a former
soldier who had little steady work,
shot Kem Ley in the head while his
victim was having a morning coffee
at a Phnom Penh gas station in July. 

He told the court that he gave
$3,000 to the outspoken activist for
a property deal that went bad-more
than double Cambodia’s average
annual wage.  Pleading guilty at a
four-hour trial in the capital, the 44-
year-old said he acted alone after
following Kem Ley for days to find
the right moment to strike. “I shot
twice,” he told the court. “The first
bul let  s t ruck  h is  head but  I  was
afraid he would not die, so I fired
another  shot  at  h im.” But  the

accused now said he “felt regret” for
the killing.  

Throughout, Oeuth Ang insisted
the court address him by his nick-
name Chuob Samlab,  which in
Khmer means “meet to k i l l ” -a
moniker given to him during his
years as a soldier. He faces life in
prison. Tens of thousands turned out
for Kem Ley’s funeral in scenes that
rattled the government of ruling
strongman Hun Sen. The prime min-
ister’s more than three decade rule
has seen multiple critics murdered in
rarely solved cases, especially in the
1990s and early 2000s. 

Acted alone?
Kem Ley was an eloquent and

charismatic  cr i t ic  of  Cambodia’s
politicians in both the ruling govern-
ment and its opposition. He set up a
new grassroots political movement,
although it  has  now abandoned
plans to field candidates in upcom-
ing local elections this year.  In the
days before his death, he gave inter-
views on a report alleging Hun Sen’s

family to have amassed huge wealth.
The killer ’s motive has been ques-
tioned by Kem Ley’s wife, who has
since fled to Thailand fearing for her
safety, as well as friends of both the
victim and his killer.

Am Sam Ath,  from local  r ights
group Licadho, questioned why the
court had not made more effort to
explore where the apparently poor
killer got hold of so much money to
lend the victim. “I believe that Chuob
Samlab alone could not kill Kem Ley,”
he said. Oeuth Ang said the cash he
gave to Kem Ley came from the sale
of a plot of land he owned. He added
he spent an additional $1,400 on the
gun used to kill Kem Ley. Cambodian
media reports have suggested the
accused l ived precariously s ince
leaving the army,  see -sawing
between gambling and moving into
Buddhist temples when he ran out of
cash.  While  the cour t  accepted
Oeuth Ang’s guilty plea, none of the
other  nine witnesses- including
police-were called to testify about
his finances. —AFP

‘Meet to Kill’ admits murdering Cambodian critic

Gunman claims the hit was in revenge for an unpaid debt

SYDNEY: Australia will call home all of its
overseas ambassadors for a meeting, Foreign
Minister Julie Bishop said yesterday, as it
reshapes its foreign policy to balance ties
with long-time ally the United States and
China, its largest trading partner. It is the first
time Australia has brought together all of its
top diplomats from their 113 missions around
the world. The aim is to draw up a “white
paper” to guide Australian diplomacy for the
next decade, the first document of its kind
since 2003.

“At a time of significant global uncertainty,
it is vital that Australia harness the experience
and intellect of our most senior diplomats,”
Bishop said in a statement. She said the meet-
ing later this month would focus on a broad
reset of Australia’s approach to international
relations and trade. Australia’s relations with

China have been strained recently by a push-
back against foreign investment by an increas-
ingly conservative parliament in Canberra. It
also hit a low point in its relationship with the
United States after a rancorous phone call
between Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and
new US President Donald Trump, during which
the pair clashed over a planned refugee swap.

Kim Beazley, Australia’s former ambassador
to the United States and a former leader of the
opposition Labor Party, said the US relation-
ship was vital, not only because of their long-
standing strategic alliance but also because of
the amount of investment ploughed into
Australia. “I am more worried in economic
terms about Trump discouraging American
investment globally than I am about the possi-
bilities of a trade war between the US and
China,” Beazley told Reuters by telephone. The

ambassadors will meet in Canberra for two
days with Turnbull, Bishop, and Trade Minister
Steven Ciobo, with the white paper scheduled
to be delivered around the middle of the year.

Alexandra Oliver,  lead researcher on
Australia’s white paper at Sydney-based think
tank the Lowy Institute, said a global political
shift had challenged traditional foreign policy-
making. “Concerns about immigration, about
terrorism, about globalization, about global
free trade - all of those assumptions that we
have held to be for the common global good
are in question now,” Oliver said. “It would be
foolish to say it is just the Trump presidency
that’s caused this, these are broader social
movements that are evident in developments
like Brexit and in the way that Europe appears
to be fracturing at the edges, if not at the cen-
tre,” she said.—Reuters

Australia calls 113 ambassadors 

home to reshape foreign policy
US, China relationships to be examined after strains

HONG KONG: Four rebel Hong Kong
lawmakers were in court yesterday to
fight a government bid to disqualify
them from parliament, a move criti-
cized as an attack on democracy
under pressure from Beijing. Hong
Kong’s unpopular leader Leung
Chun-ying and the justice depart-
ment have brought the case against
the pro-democracy legislators who
they accuse of failing to properly
take their oaths of office during their
swearing-in last October. 

It comes as fears grow that Beijing
is increasingly interfering in semi-
autonomous Hong Kong, sparking
calls by some activists for self-deter-
mination or even independence for
the city which have angered China.
“What’s happening today would nev-

er happen in a democratic society,”
said one of the four targeted law-
makers, Leung Kwok-hung, known as
“Long Hair”, as he entered Hong
Kong’s High Court.   Two pro-inde-
pendence lawmakers have already
been banned from office by the High
Court after they inserted expletives
and draped themselves with “Hong
Kong is not China” flags during the
swearing-in.

That decision followed a special
“interpretation” of the city’s consti-
tution by Beijing that effectively
prevented them from taking up
their seats because of the way they
took their oaths. The four legislators
in court yesterday are not staunchly
pro-independence but two of them
have advocated self-determination

for Hong Kong. All four altered their
oaths during the swearing-in, which
requires lawmakers to repeatedly
describe Hong Kong as a “special
administrative region of China”.
Unlike the pro-independence
activists, they were allowed to take
up their seats. But the government
is now seeking to remove them ret-
rospectively. 

‘Political case’  
Defense lawyer Martin Lee-himself

a respected democracy campaigner-
said there had been unorthodox read-
ings of oaths in the past without dis-
qualifications, and that lawmakers
“could not have imagined” that they
could lose their seats. “This who case
is very political,” he told the court.

“You have the government attacking
some of the legislators.” Lee argued
that the only justification for forcing
them out of their seats would be if
they had outright refused to take the
pledge. But prosecutor Johnny Mok
questioned whether their oaths met
requirements, including “solemnity
and sincerity”.

Mok said lawmaker Nathan Law,
who led massive pro-democracy ral-
l ies in 2014 and is the city ’s
youngest ever legislator, made an
“invalid” oath. Law quoted Gandhi
before making the pledge, saying:
“You will never imprison my mind”,
and used intonation to make his
oath sound like a question.
Legislator and former protest leader
Lau Siu-lai read her pledge at a
snail’s pace, which Mok said “cannot
be said to be sincere”. Veteran anti-
China lawmaker Leung raised a yel-
low umbrella-a symbol of the
democracy movement-during his
pledge, which Mok said he turned
into a “theatrical performance”.

The fourth defendant, Edward Yiu,
added lines to his oath, saying he
would “fight for general universal suf-
frage”, which Mok described as a con-
scious decision to alter the pledge.
Hong Kong is governed under a
semi-autonomous “one country, two
systems” deal after being handed
back to China by Britain in 1997. The
framework is supposed to safeguard
the city’s freedoms and way of life.
But there are growing concerns that
its liberties are disappearing in a
range of areas, from politics to
media and education, as Beijing
tightens its grip. —AFP

Hong Kong rebel MPs

fight parliament ban

PHNOM PENH: In this file photo, prominent political analyst Kem Ley
smiles as he celebrates the 67th anniversary to commemorate the
Kampuchea Krom territory’s return to Vietnam by the French govern-
ment. A Cambodian man has confessed in court yesterday to killing
Kem Ley over an unpaid loan, but the victim’s family says he’s a scape-
goat in a political assassination. —AP

HONG KONG: Two women hold an umbrella as they protest in support of elected pro-democracy
lawmakers Edward Yiu, ‘Long Hair’ Leung Kwok-hung, Nathan Law, and Lau Siu-lai outside the
High Court before they face a judicial review into whether they should be disqualified from
their Legislative Council seats, in Hong Kong yesterday. —AFP

SEPANG: A tightly-guarded Malaysian court yesterday
charged two women with murdering the estranged
half-brother of North Korea’s leader, who was killed
with a powerful nerve agent, and warned them they
face the death penalty if convicted. The handcuffed
suspects were brought to court surrounded by
masked and heavily armed police and Special Forces
for their first public appearance since they were arrest-
ed two weeks ago.

At least one wore a bulletproof vest on leaving the
court.  South Korea says the government of North
Korean leader Kim Jong-Un ordered the killing of Kim
Jong-Nam, who had lived overseas for years but had
voiced criticism of the regime, and engaged two out-
siders to carry it out.  Indonesian Siti Aisyah, 25, and
Doan Thi Huong, 28, from Vietnam, were held just days

after the killing at Kuala Lumpur International Airport
on February 13, which Malaysia said was carried out
with a nerve agent so deadly that the UN terms it a
weapon of mass destruction.   

CCTV footage shows two women approaching him
as he prepared to fly to Macau and seemingly push
something into his face. Kim suffered an agonizing
death within 20 minutes of being attacked. Siti, wear-
ing a red T-shirt, was brought in first to hear the mur-
der charge read out before being taken away. Huong,
dressed in a yellow top, then heard the charge in
Vietnamese. They were accused of murdering Kim with
four others still “at large”. Four North Korean suspects
fled Malaysia on the day of the murder, police have
said. Both female suspects say they thought they were
taking part in a prank video but police have dismissed

the claims. Neither woman was asked to enter a plea
yesterday and their trial is not expected to begin for
several months.

However, Huong’s lawyer S Selvam said she told the
court: “I am not guilty.” Selvam added his client was
“nervous as she is facing a murder charge”. Huong was
seen wearing a bulletproof vest as she was escorted
out of the building and looked tired as she was led
away. Indonesia’s acting ambassador to Malaysia
Andreano Erwin said he had met Siti in court and she
was “calm”. “We told her to take care of her health as it
will be a long trial process,” he said.  Jakarta’s foreign
ministry said later that defense lawyers had been
granted a request for a “gag order” to prevent details of
the investigations being disclosed “so there is no inter-
ference in the ongoing legal process”. —AFP

Tight security as Malaysian court 

charges women with Kim murder

SEPANG: Vietnamese national Doan Thi Huong (left), 28, is escorted with a
heavy police presence after a court appearance with Indonesian national
Siti Aisyah, 25, at the magistrates’ court in Sepang yesterday for their
alleged role in the assassination of Kim Jong-Nam, the half-brother of North
Korean leader Kim Jong-Un. —AFP


