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Leader of UAE travels 
abroad on ‘private’ trip

DUBAI: The leader of the United Arab Emirates, who has
rarely been seen in public since suffering a stroke three
years ago, has left the country on a “private visit” abroad.
The state-run WAM news agency says Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan left yesterday. It did not elaborate. Sheikh
Khalifa was born in 1948 and became president after his
father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, died in 2004. He
is also the ruler of Abu Dhabi, the oil-rich capital of the sev-
en UAE sheikhdoms. Sheikh Khalifa suffered a stroke on
Jan. 24, 2014, and underwent emergency surgery. He went
abroad for several months last year and made a weeklong
trip abroad in January. The UAE is a strong Western ally and
hosts American troops fighting the Islamic State group.

Turkish media mogul Dogan 
accused of ‘fuel smuggling’ 

ANKARA: The honorary chairman of Turkish conglom-
erate Dogan Holding was summoned yesterday to
appear in court over accusations of fuel smuggling, a
day after Turkey’s president criticized a story published
in the group’s Hurriyet newspaper. Aydin Dogan, 80,
who founded and ran media-to-energy conglomerate
until 2010, is a prominent figure in Turkey’s secular
establishment and has had strained ties with President
Tayyip Erdogan and the ruling Islamist-rooted AK Party
in the past. His group has faced charges that it ran a
fuel-smuggling ring a decade ago and Dogan and
Isbank’s Ersin Ozince, 64, face up to 24-1/2 years in
prison on charges of setting up a criminal gang, smug-
gling and fraud. This is the first time, however, that
Dogan has been summoned to court in the case,
rather than being represented by his lawyer. Dogan
and Ozince have denied any wrongdoing. The Istanbul
court ordered that Dogan be compelled to attend the
next hearing in the case where 47 defendants are
being tried, state-run Anadolu Agency said. 

White House condemns 
shooting attack, racism 

WASHINGTON: The White House has condemned a
shooting attack in a Kansas bar that left one Indian man
dead and another wounded as an apparent act of “racial-
ly motivated hatred.” After criticism that Donald Trump
had not spoken about the attack-which happened a
week ago-the White House said president did indeed
condemn the attack. “As more facts come to light and it
begins to look like this was an act of racially motivated
hatred, I want to reiterate the president condemns these
or any other racially or religiously motivated attacks in
the strongest terms” said White House spokeswoman
Sarah Sanders. “They have no place in our country.”
Sanders said the president may raise the issue during his
maiden address to Congress later Tuesday. 

Tunisia to prosecute six 
police over beach attack 

TUNIS: Tunisia is to prosecute six policemen over their
response to a 2015 gun and grenade attack on a beach
resort that killed 38 foreign holidaymakers, a judiciary
spokesman said yesterday. The announcement comes a
day after an inquest into the deaths of the 30 Britons
among them found that the response of Tunisian police
was “at best shambolic, at worst cowardly”. The six
policemen, who will remain at liberty pending trial,
have been charged with “failing to come to the assis-
tance of a person in danger,” said Sofiene Sliti,
spokesman for the judiciary’s counter-terrorism sec-
tion. No trial date has yet been set. 
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KABUL: Smoke rises from a district police headquarters after
a suicide bombing in Kabul, Afghanistan yesterday. — AP 

Taleban hits military 
targets, killing three

KABUL: Afghan Taleban militants said they attacked police,
military and intelligence targets in Kabul yesterday and
security officials confirmed attacks in at least two areas of
the city that killed at least three people and wounded
dozens. A resounding explosion was heard across the city
as a car bomb was detonated near a police headquarters in
the west of the city, the interior ministry said. The blast was
followed immediately by gunfire between security forces
and an unknown number of attackers. Fighting at the
police headquarters, not far from a military training school,
lasted for several hours with gunmen barricaded inside the
building. Najib Danesh, a spokesman for the interior min-
istry, said the attack was suppressed by late afternoon and
security forces were conducting checks of the area. A sepa-
rate attack appeared to have targeted an office of
Afghanistan’s main intelligence agency, the National
Directorate for Security (NDS), on the eastern outskirts of
Kabul. However a senior army official said that attack was
quickly suppressed. 

GENEVA: US President Donald Trump’s
administration is reviewing its participation in
the UN Human Rights Council, seeking reform
of its agenda and an end to its “obsession with
Israel”, a senior US official said yesterday.
Washington has long argued that the Geneva
forum unfairly focuses on Israel’s alleged viola-
tions of human rights, including war crimes
against Palestinian civilians in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The United States
“remains deeply troubled by the Council’s
consistent unfair and unbalanced focus on
one democratic country, Israel”, Erin Barclay,
US deputy assistant secretary of state, told the
UN Human Rights Council. Barclay said that no
other nation had a whole agenda item devot-
ed to it and that “this obsession with Israel”
threatened the council’s credibility. 

Barclay questioned whether focusing on
Israel was a sensible priority, adding that
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad’s govern-
ment was bombing hospitals while North
Korea and Iran deny millions of their people
of freedoms of religion, peaceful assembly

and expression. “In order for this Council to
have any credibility, let alone success, it must
move away from its unbalanced and unpro-
ductive positions,” Barclay said. “As we consid-
er our future engagements, my government
will be considering the Council’s actions with
an eye toward reform to more fully achieve
the Council’s mission to protect and promote
human rights.”

The United States is currently an elected
member of the 47-state Geneva forum where
its three-year term ends in 2019. There was no
immediate reaction from the UN human
rights office, but on Tuesday Council
spokesman Rolando Gomez told a briefing:
“The US been a very active and constructive
partner in the Council for many years, spear-
heading a number of important initiatives,
such as DPRK (North Korea), Iran, Syria, LGBT
rights ... and many issues that are certainly on
the agenda today.” He said that any country
that wished to revoke its membership of the
council would have to go through the
General Assembly in New York. — Reuters
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Sri Lanka Tamils blast 
govt over war crimes

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s main Tamil party accused the gov-
ernment yesterday of not lifting a finger to address
wartime crimes, as the foreign minister asked the UN for
more time to investigate abuses.  President Maithripala
Sirisena had agreed to a United Nations resolution which,
among other things, called for special war crime tribunals
and reparations for victims of the 37-year Tamil separatist
conflict that claimed at least 100,000 lives. Sri Lanka was
given 18 months to establish credible investigations into
atrocities, but the deadline lapsed without these promises
being kept. The Tamil National Alliance, a moderate party
representing the minority Tamil population, has been
scathing about the lack of progress and wants Colombo
held to account. 

GAZA: In this July 29, 2014 file photo, smoke and fire from an Israeli strike rise over Gaza
City. Israel’s official government watchdog says the country was ill-prepared to handle
the threat of underground tunnels from Gaza during the 2014 war, and the Cabinet was
not provided enough information to make proper decisions about it. — AP 

MOSUL: US-backed Iraqi army units yesterday took control
of the last major road out of western Mosul that had been
in Islamic State’s hands, trapping the militants in a shrink-
ing area within the city, a general and residents said. The
army’s 9th Armored Division was within a kilometer of
Mosul’s Syria Gate, the city’s northwestern entrance, a gen-
eral from the unit told Reuters by telephone. “We effective-
ly control the road, it is in our sight,” he said. Mosul resi-
dents said they had not been able to travel on the highway
that starts at the Syria Gate since Tuesday. The road links
Mosul to Tal Afar, another Islamic State stronghold 60 km
to the west, and then to Syria. 

Iraqi forces captured the eastern side of Mosul in
January after 100 days of fighting and launched their
attack on the districts that lie west of the Tigris river on Feb
19. If they defeat Islamic State in Mosul, that would crush
the Iraq wing of the caliphate declared by the group’s
leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi in 2014 from the city’s grand
old Nuri Mosque. The US-led coalition effort against Islamic
State is killing the group’s fighters more quickly than it can
replace them, British Major General Rupert Jones, deputy
commander for the Combined Joint Task Force said.

With more than 45,000 killed by coalition air strikes up
to August last year, “their destruction just becomes really a
matter of time,” he said on Tuesday in London. The US com-
mander in Iraq, Lieutenant General Stephen Townsend, has
said he believes US-backed forces will recapture both
Mosul and Raqqa, Islamic State’s Syria stronghold in neigh-
boring Syria, within six months. The closing of the west-
ward highway meant that Islamic State are besieged in the
city center, said Lt General Abdul Wahab Al-Saidi, the
deputy commander of the Counter Terrorism Service (CTS),
deployed in the southwestern side.

Units from the elite US-trained division battled incom-
ing sniper and anti-tank fire as they moved eastwards,
through Wadi Al-Hajar district, and northward, through Al-
Mansour and Al-Shuhada districts where gunfire and
explosions could be heard. These moves would allow the
CTS to link up with Rapid Response and Federal Police
units deployed by the riverside, and to link up with the 9th
Armored Division coming from the west, tightening the
noose around the militants. “Many of them were killed, and
for those who are still positioned in the residential neigh-
borhoods, they either pull back or get killed are our forces
move forward,” Saidi said. Two militants lay dead near the
field command of the CTS, in the Al-Mamoun district which
looked like a ghost town. A few hundred meters away, a car
bomb was hit by an airstrike.

Strafing from above
The few families who remained in Al-Mamoun said they

were too scared to leave as the militants had booby-
trapped cars. Women cooked bread over outdoor ovens

while men gathered on street corners as helicopters flew
overhead strafing suspected militant positions further
north. One of two buses parked nearby had its roof shorn
off.  Residents buried a 60-year-old woman who was killed
on Tuesday when she stepped on an explosive device
while trying to flee. Several thousand militants, including
many who traveled from Western countries to join up, are
believed to be in Mosul among a remaining civilian popu-
lation estimated at the start of the offensive at 750,000.

They are using mortars, sniper fire, booby traps and sui-
cide car bombs to fight the offensive carried out by a
100,000-strong force made up of Iraqi armed forces, region-
al Kurdish peshmerga fighters and Iranian-trained Shiite
Muslim paramilitary groups. About 14,000 people have
been displaced from western Mosul, often under militant
fire, according to government figures. The United Nations
puts at more than 176,000 the total number of people dis-
placed from Mosul since the offensive started in October. 

Thousands more streamed out, walking through the
desert toward government lines during the day, crossing
over a deep trench which appears to have served as an
Islamic State defense, some waving white flags. Among
them a boy shot in the leg was limping alongside a cart

carrying an older woman, while another was pushed in a
wheelchair. Old people asked why there was no cars or
buses to pick them up and take them to the displaced peo-
ple centers. A man said he spent 11 days hiding in his
house with no food, no water and no idea of what was
happening outside. “The archangel of death would have
come for us if we stayed any longer,” he said. Aid agencies
put the number of killed and wounded at several thou-
sands, both military and civilians.

Army, police, CTS and Rapid Response units forces
attacking Islamic State in western Mosul are backed by air
and ground support from a US-led coalition, including
artillery. US personnel are operating close to the frontlines
to direct air strikes. Federal police and Rapid Response
units are several hundred meters only from the city’s’ gov-
ernment buildings. Taking those buildings would be of
symbolic significance in terms of restoring state authority
over the city and help Iraqi forces attack militants in the
nearby old city center where the al-Nuri Mosque is located.
Military engineers started preparing a pontoon that they
plan to put in place by the side of the city’s southernmost
bridge, captured on Monday. Air strikes have damaged all
of its five bridges. — Reuters

Army controls main roads 

out of Mosul, trapping IS

Civilians continue to flee fighting under Islamic State fire

MOSUL: The logo of the Islamic State (IS) group is seen in a tunnel that was reportedly used as a training centre by
the jihadists in the village of Abu Sayf, on the southern outskirts of Mosul. — AFP 

AL-SALAM: The Iraqi officer addresses a
group of men who fled fighting in Mosul, urg-
ing them to admit any affiliation with the
Islamic State group, and turn in collaborators.
Second Lieutenant Abdullah Qassem is by
turns encouraging and reproachful as he talks
to the crowd, who fled as Iraqi forces battle to
wrest west Mosul from the jihadist group. The
scene is part of the delicate and sometimes
tense process by which Iraqi forces are trying
to weed out IS members attempting to
escape among civilians.

“They made you grow your beards, they
banned cigarettes, they controlled you,” says
Qassem, dressed in the black uniform of the
elite Counter-Terrorism Service and waving a
stick to emphasize his point. “Islam... is about
forgiveness, not about killing and fighting. So
all of you know what the difference is
between Daesh and Islam,” he says, using an
Arabic acronym for IS. 

“Anyone who helped them or let them in
their houses, or gave them women to marry is
not honorable,” Qassem says, his voice just
loud enough to carry to the back of the group
of around 70 men, sitting in rows in the dust
in a village south of Mosul. The men listen
quietly, but the chastisement prompts one to
interject: “But we couldn’t fight them, we had
no power.” Calmly but firmly, Qassem turns to
him, his eyes hidden behind sunglasses: “But
how did they enter Mosul in the first place?
That’s the question,” he replies, in a tone that
does not invite an answer.

Thousands of civilians, including many
women and children, have fled west Mosul

since Iraqi forces began the push to retake it
on February 19, trekking through the desert
during the day and night to escape. As one
group arrives in the tiny village of Al-Salam,
they are separated, with women and children
brought to a shaded area to receive food and
water. The men are investigated nearby. First,
they are asked informally for their names and
quizzed for information. Afterwards, their
identities are run against a database.

Those who are suspected of or admit to IS

ties are taken for additional questioning. The
men sit in rows of around ten, most sporting
the uniform-length beard mandated by IS.
They are covered in dust, and many look
exhausted and nervous.  After Qassem’s lec-
ture, the men are ordered to stand and place
their hands on the shoulders of the person in
front of them. Then a local notable, an older
man in an immaculate white headscarf lean-
ing on a carved, varnished walking stick,
scans each row as he confers with an intelli-

gence officer. The officer, who declined to
give his name, orders each row to sit once it
has been reviewed.

‘I pledged allegiance’ 
Then he addresses the group: “If you know

someone who pledged allegiance or who
worked with Daesh, don’t be afraid. Daesh is
finished,” he says. He beckons a young man in a
tracksuit to stand up and come over. “Look at
this man, he came and he admitted to me that
he pledged allegiance, and he was with them
for 10 days, and nothing will happen to him,”
he says, his arms around the shoulders of the
young man, whose expression is a mixture of
embarrassment and fear. The officer keeps up
his pitch, warning that an admission or discov-
ery of guilt later will not be so kindly received.

And then a man stands up, clutching a
sack of belongings, and walks out of the
crowd. “I pledged allegiance, I worked with
them in Qayyarah,” he says, referring to an
area south of Mosul. “But I swear it was only
for 23 days, then I had a break and I left and
never went back to them.” 

Then another joins him, dressed in a hat
and a leather jacket. And a third follows,
wearing a tracksuit and avoiding eye contact
as he makes his way up to the officer at the
front, who smiles. “You see, nothing will hap-
pen, you pledged allegiance, you worked
with them for a week, a month, three
months, it’s nothing. What we need is infor-
mation,” he says. “We need to finish with
Daesh, they are like a cancer. If it persists, it
will consume the body.” — AFP 

As Iraqi civilians flee Mosul; 

delicate search for jihadists

MOSUL: Iraqi Army soldiers help displaced civilians as they flee their homes due to
fighting between Iraqi security forces and Islamic State militants, on the western
side of Mosul, Iraq. — AP 


