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CALIFORNIA: Smoke rises from a fire after a plane crashed in Riverside, Calif on Monday, Feb 27, 2017. — AP 

Plane crash ignites horrifying inferno in California 
RIVERSIDE: Juan Cortes and his son were installing fencing
when they saw a low-flying plane make an awkward tilt
and go straight down into a quiet Southern California
neighborhood of single-family homes. Moments later they
and others were confronted with a horrifying inferno. “I
saw the smoke, the black smoke,” said Cortes, 42, who
raced to the scene in a truck with 19-year-old son Jonathan
and tried to help. People were screaming in the street, and
he saw a woman pulled away from the flames. “She was
alive because she was screaming, ‘My daughter! My daugh-
ter!” he recalled Tuesday. Traci Zamora, 38, rushed out of
her home and around a corner to find a house engulfed in
flames and then saw a victim emerge. “She just came
crawling right out of it onto the front lawn,” she said. “Her
lower body was on fire.”

The crash of the twin-engine Cessna 310 late Monday
afternoon killed a man, a woman and a teenager, and two
other women were ejected when it hit the corner of a
house, authorities said. The women were hospitalized with
critical injuries. Despite the inferno, no one on the ground
was hurt, but two houses were destroyed. Two others had
minor damage. No identities were released, but Riverside
Fire Chief Michael Moore said the plane had just taken off
from Riverside Municipal Airport, less than a mile away,
bound for San Jose after a weekend cheerleading competi-
tion staged at the Disney California Adventure Park.

Weather in the area 60 miles east of Los Angeles had
included rain, but there were no immediate indications of
what caused the crash. Investigators with the National
Transportation Safety Board were expected to hold a brief-
ing at the scene Tuesday afternoon. One of the women sur-

vivors suffered burns on 90 percent of her body and was
found under debris in a smoke-filled bedroom of a burning
home and was lifted out a window, fire Capt. Tyler
Reynolds said. “She was moaning and that is how the fire-
fighters found her,” he said.

The other survivor also was hospitalized in critical con-
dition. The tail number of the aircraft was N1246G, accord-
ing to a government official with knowledge of the investi-
gation who spoke on condition of anonymity because the
official was not authorized to release the information until
next-of-kin have been notified. Federal records show that
number is assigned to a twin-engine Cessna 310 registered
to Nouri Hijazi of San Jose. Telephone listings for him were
either disconnected or went to voicemail. Moore did not
provide the name of the cheerleading competition, but the
Jr USA Nationals for girls 15 and under was held at Disney
California Adventure Park over the weekend. Officials with
the competition did not immediately return calls Tuesday.

For many in the neighborhood the crash announced
itself with a tremendous boom that rattled their houses
like an earthquake. HL Reyes, who lives about a quarter-
mile from the crash site, said she felt the ground shake and
saw plumes of black smoke. 

“I thought it was a possible earthquake, and we heard
all the birds just suddenly react outside, too,” Reyes said.
“This was just like a nightmare coming true.” Hector
Jimenez, 19, was playing video games at home when he
heard a loud boom and saw black smoke. 

“It’s just sad that it happened here,” he said. “It makes
me nervous living around an airport. That’s one of my
worst fears, having this happen.” — AP 

LITTLE ROCK: Tornadoes touched down
in the upper Midwest and northern
Arkansas on Tuesday, killing at least two
people, as a spring-like storm system
posed a risk to 45 million people. Compact
but strong storms known as supercells
raked parts of the central US, causing
damage from Arkansas to Iowa and
Illinois. Wind-whipped wildfires destroyed
homes in Texas. At Ottawa, Illinois, state
Emergency Management Agency spokes-
woman Patti Thompson said a tornado vic-
tim was killed by an uprooted tree. 

Minor injuries were also reported at an
Ottawa nursing home, but Thompson said
the number of those hurt in the twisters
was not known.  Meanwhile, one person
was killed when an apparent tornado
ripped through Perry County, Missouri,

about 80 miles south of St Louis. Eight to
10 homes near the small town of Perryville
were badly damaged and winds were so
strong that several vehicles were blown off
of Interstate 55. Perry County Clerk Jared
Kutz said search and rescue crews were
going door-to-door and checking the
highway to see if there were other victims.

Missouri Gov Eric Greitens said in a
statement that a tornado was confirmed in
Perry County. Authorities have not
released any information about the person
killed. Forecasters were particularly con-
cerned that the worst of the weather
developed after nightfall - and worried it
would continue overnight and hit commu-
nities while people slept. While weather
conditions typically improve after night-
fall, as the atmosphere cools, the Storm

Prediction Center posted tornado watches
late Tuesday for the area from eastern
Kansas and Oklahoma to near Cincinnati.
It warned that significant tornadoes with
winds above 111 mph were possible until
4 am Central time. “Some increase in storm
coverage is likely through the overnight
hours,” one of its advisories said.

The Oklahoma-based forecast center
said 45 million people from Texas to Ohio
faced some risk of bad weather. The high-
est threat level in effect, warning of a
“moderate risk” for severe weather, cov-
ered the area from southwestern Missouri
into Indiana. Hundreds of people, includ-
ing many school children, took shelter at
Bald Knob High School in Arkansas after a
tornado warning was posted for the area.
The school is hosting a state basketball
tournament for smaller schools this week.
Moments earlier, the storm caused dam-
age in Higginson, a town of 621, the White
County Sheriff’s Office said.

Photos posted on social media showed
basketball fans on the floor in the school’s
designated safe area. The Bald Knob storm
was part of the same system that produced
a wall cloud near Mayflower, Arkansas,
which was hit in 2014 by a tornado with
winds approaching 200 mph. The storm
crossed Interstate 40 between Little Rock
and Conway, but there were no reports
that a funnel cloud touched down. The
Storm Prediction Center had warned that
some of Tuesday’s storms would track over
long distances. The Arkansas storm held
together for more than 100 miles, though
it did not produce tornadoes. The Missouri
Department of Transportation closed
Interstate 55 in both directions because of
storm damage in Perryville. — AP

Tornadoes hit central US; 2 die 

PENNSYLVANIA: Robert Galonis pauses before he begins to chainsaw away
debris from a relative’s house after a tornado touched down in the area in
Pittston Township, Pa. — AP 


