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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday assigned the
Ministry of Finance to oversee measures taken
by its economic committee dealing with setting
an expenditure ceiling for the nation’s state
budget. Furthermore, the Cabinet has approved
appointing Haya Ahmad Al-Wadani as secretary
general of the Central Agency for Public Tenders
(CAPT).  The ministers approved a draft decree
appointing Wadani in the post, said Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of
Information Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah

In the onset of its routine meeting at Bayan
Palace, presided over by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, the Cabinet thanked Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) nations for the outpouring of con-

gratulatory messages to mark Kuwait’s national
celebrations. Moreover, the Cabinet looked over
a letter sent to His Highness the Amir by
Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi, thank-
ing His Highness the Amir for his efforts to align
the views of Arab nations, which in turn, would
serve the best interests of the Arab world.

The Cabinet also reviewed a letter sent to His
Highness the Amir by US President Donald
Trump, which heaped praise on Kuwait as a val-
ued partner of the US in the fight against terror-
ism. In his letter, the US President underscored
the need for increased dialogue between both
nations to enhance bilateral ties.

Similarly, a letter penned by United Nations
(UN) Secretary General Antonio Guterres extend-
ing an invitation to His Highness the Amir to

attend a forthcoming UN Sustainable
Development Summit, slated for June 5-9th in
New York city. Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime
Minister briefed the Cabinet on Bahraini Crown
Prince Sheikh Salman bin Hamad Al-Khalifa’s
recent visit to the country, which aimed to ame-
liorate long-standing ties between the Gulf
nations.  Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-Sabah
apprised the Cabinet of his participation in a
meeting of the US-led Coalition against the so-
called Islamic State (IS), held in Belgium. On
recent regional and international happenings, the
Cabinet deplored a pair of recent bomb blasts in
Bahrain and Algeria, where scores of people were
wounded, as it renewed its vehement condemna-
tion of all forms of terrorism. —KUNA

Cabinet tasks ministry
to set budget ceiling

Ministers review Trump’s letter to Amir

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Twelve opposition Lawmakers
yesterday met outside the parliament to
discuss moves against the government if it
fails to meet demands they intend to make
public on Tuesday. Those demands include
returning withdrawn citizenships, can-
celling the law banning blasphemers from
taking part in elections and cancelling the
fuel and electricity price increases.
Informed sources said the MPs included
Mohammed Al-Mutair,  Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei, Jamaan Al-Harbash and Shuaib
Al-Muwaizri, while others who had prom-
ised to attend the meeting sent regrets. 

The sources added that the MPs agreed
on the citizenship issue but failed to reach
an agreement on the necessity of can-
celling the blasphemy law, because it is
already seconded by a majority of MPs.
Thus, the lawmakers agreed to amend it
and ban its retroactive implementation.
The lawmakers also failed to agree on sup-
porting MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah’s bid to grill
His Highness the Prime Minister over
alleged corruption at the Ministry of Health
because it would be constitutionally reject-
ed on grounds that such a motion ought to
be made against the health minister. The
added that accordingly, it was agreed to
hold talks with the government to change
some health ministry officials first, then
form a committee to investigate the finan-
cial violations.

State revenues
Chairman of the parliamentary budgets

and final statements committee MP Adnan
Abdulsamad said total state revenues in
the 2017-2018 budget will be around KD
13,324,000,000, with a 30 percent increase
compared to the previous budget, because
of the slight improvement in oil prices. He
also noted that total expenditure would be
around KD 20 billion with a five percent
increase compared to the previous fiscal
year’s budget, with a KD 7 billion deficit.
Abdulsamad added that 10 percent of the
revenues (KD 1.3 billion) would be deposit-
ed in the future generations reserve fund.
Abdulsamad stressed that there was a lot

of squandering, especially in some projects
where the cost is getting dearer with slug-
gish pace of achievement.

Couple arrested
A bedoon (stateless) man with a long

criminal record and a Gulf woman were
arrested in Salwa after they raced through
a checkpoint and tried to run over a
policeman. Security sources said a police
officer and a policeman were also injured
when the suspect rammed their patrol car
off the road and it turned over. The sources
added that another patrol car chased the
suspects and stopped them. Drugs were
found in their possession and the vehicle
they used was found to have been report-
ed ‘wanted’. 

Hajj coordination
The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs

started coordinating with Interior Ministry
on the issuance of hajj and umrah visas
soon after applying the conditions set by
Saudi authorities, including changing the
bedoons’ passport code as ‘non-Kuwaitis’
instead of ‘Kuwaitis’. The conditions also
include mandating all hajj convoys not to
leave Saudi Arabia until all their pilgrims
leave, in addition to increasing the number
of bedoon pilgrims by 8-10 in each convoy.
Meanwhile, as head of this year’s hajj con-
voy, the manager of the the hajj affairs
department Mohammed Nasser Al-Mutairi
said that an integrated plan had been set
for the coming season and that CTC had
been contacted concerning the hajj con-
voys’ services contracts. 

2 million tons
The Egyptian General Petroleum

Corporation (EGPC) offered a tender to pur-
chase two million tons of fuel oil (furnace
oil) to be delivered between April and June,
including 1.21 tons to be delivered at Suez
and Ain Sokhna ports and 792,000 tons to
be delivered at Alexandria or Dekhailah
ports. The Egyptian Refining Company
(ERC) told agencies that it has been negoti-
ating with various oil companies including
KNPC, Aramco and Shell to import around
1.2 million tons of crude oil.   

Opposition lawmakers
meet to discuss demands

‘Strange accident’ in Sharq
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The fire department received a
call about a car accident in which one vehi-
cle ended up on top of the other. The acci-
dent took place in Sharq across Al-Hamra

Tower. No injuries were reported.
Separately, firemen were called to help a
child whose foot got stuck in his bicycle.
Mishref fire center responded, cut the met-
al and freed the boy’s foot, before para-
medics checked it for any injuries.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A number of contracted employ-
ees working at West Doha power plant
staged a protest outside the Indian
embassy yesterday to demand their unpaid
salaries. Commenting on the issue,
Abdullah Al-Motoutah, Acting Director of
the Public Authority for Manpower, con-
firmed that the protest was because the
employees’ salaries had been delayed.
Motoutah added that the authority’s inves-
tigators rushed to the scene and advised
the employees to check with relevant labor
departments to get help in resolving their
problems. Further, Motoutah stressed that
all possible measures would be taken to
protect the employees’ rights and pay them
the overdue salaries, even if it means liqui-
dating the financial guarantee deposited
by the company. 

Smoking areas
The Environment Public Authority (EPA)

is currently preparing studies on places
where smoking could be allowed by invit-
ing engineering bureaus and specialized
consultancies to take part in the study
within two weeks after publicizing the call.
EPA also urged interested engineering
offices to pay the annual fees of KD 5,000
to be accredited to design and build smok-
ing cabins. 

Road project
The Ministry of Public Works’ (MPW)

assistant undersecretary for roads engi-
neering affairs Ahmed Al-Hassan said that
an exit at Jamal Abdul Nasser develop-
ment project will open at dawn tomorrow.
He added that the exit is 150 meters’ long
and would serve traffic coming through
the recently opened bridge towards
Ghernata. Hassan added that launching
this part of the project is part of several
others to be completed soon as previously
announced.  

Power plant workers
protest unpaid salaries

NBK-Capital to manage Az-Zour
North One share sale: KAPP

KUWAIT: A consortium led by NBK Capital
has been awarded the tender of managing
the public share sale of 50 percent of the
Shamal Az-Zour Al-Oula. Half the shares of
Shamal Az-Zour Al-Oula will be offered to
Kuwaitis in an Initial Public Offering (IPO),
with a nominal value of 100 fils a share, the
Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects
(KAPP) added in a statement yesterday.
Work is underway to obtain approvals of
monitoring authorities for the IPO contract,
the KAPP added.

In January, the KAPP received offers
from bidders, banks and local financial
firms, to provide the consultative and
financial services for managing the IPO.
Shamal Az-Zour Al-Oula is the first gas-fired
combined cycle power and water desalina-
tion plant in Kuwait, with a capacity of min-

imum 1,500 megawatts of electricity and
102-107 million imperial gallons of water
per day.

The gas-fired combined cycle power
and water plant is the first phase of Az-Zour
North Independent Water and Power
Project (IWPP). A consortium GDF SUEZ and
Sumitomo has been undertaking the oper-
ation, and maintenance of Shamal Az-Zour
Al-Oula on 50/50 basis.

Meanwhile, the KAPP said that another
consortium led by Pricewaterhouse
Coopers (PWC) has been chosen as a con-
sultancy house for the entertainment and
services center in the Fintas Commercial
and Administrative Center, Egaila, Al-
Ahmadi governorate. Approval is being
sought from the monitoring bodies to con-
clude the contract of the project.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance Anas Al-Saleh has
stressed the significance of fostering eco-
nomic ties with Latvia.  Following Al-Saleh’s
talks with Latvia’s visiting Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Economy Arvils
Aseradens yesterday, he emphasized the
role of the chambers of commerce and
industry in both countries to bolster bilat-
eral relations and enhance the role of the
private sector, the Ministry of Finance said
in a statement.

The ministry quoted Aseradens as saying
that his country hopes for better economic
and trade ties with Kuwait. He also pointed
to the investment attractions at home.
According to the statement, the two sides
approved a proposal for developing mecha-
nisms for boosting bilateral cooperation.
These will include an agreement for eco-
nomic and technical cooperation and the
formation of a joint higher committee to be
chaired by the two ministries.

Slovakia
Meanwhile, Kuwait and Slovakia signed

an agreement to bolster economic, techni-
cal, and commercial cooperation, said a
statement by the Kuwaiti embassy.
According to the Kuwaiti Embassy in
Bratislava, Ambassador Essa Al-Shamali
thanked Slovakia’s first State Secretary of the
Ministry of Economy Vojetch Ferencz and
the Kuwaiti side for their efforts in actualiz-
ing the agreements, saying that his nation
was looking forward for more cooperation
with Slovakia in the near future. The signing
of the agreements will  take Kuwaiti-
Slovakian relations to the next level and
hopefully the deals will meet the expecta-
tion of people in both countries, said the
Ambassador. — KUNA

Kuwait, Latvia to boost economic ties

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Anas Al-Saleh meets with Latvia’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Economy Arvils Aseradens. — KUNA

The Kuwaiti Ambassador Essa Al-Shamali is pictured with Slovakia’s first State Secretary of the
Ministry of Economy Vojetch Ferencz.

KUWAIT: The Qatari-Kuwaiti Amiri Guards
drill, codenamed ‘Saqer Al-Khalij 2,’ was suc-
cessful, said chief of Kuwait’s Amiri Guard,
Brigadier Fahad Al-Zayed yesterday. The drill
was launched to develop security coopera-

tion between Kuwait and Qatar, the military
official said, adding that the exercise dis-
played the readiness and professionalism of
both forces. He affirmed that the GCC nations
were looking forward to the holding of a new

exercise in the near future, adding that the
drill was in line with both leaderships’ desire
for more security and peace in the region.
The ‘Saqer  Al-K hai j  2 ’ exercise began on
February 16. —KUNA

Qatari-Kuwaiti military drill in
Doha successful: Brigadier Zayed


