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Ghanem hopeful of political 
stability, diffusion in tension 

Govt to reject Assembly bid to scrap price hikes
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said yesterday he was optimistic that certain
positive moves and efforts would succeed in defusing
tension and achieving political stability. Ghanem told
reporters that he believes these efforts would bear fruit
in the coming week when the National Assembly is
scheduled to hold regular sessions to debate a number
of crucial issues. He said that he was also optimistic that
there will be some diffusion in tension for the interests
of the country and citizens.

The speaker however declined to comment on a
threat by MP Youssef Al-Fadhalah to file a grilling
against the prime minister on March 5, saying that the
issue is being followed by the lawmaker himself. Asked
if amendments to the nationality law will be discussed
by the Assembly next week, Ghanem said he will meet
with the Assembly’s committee on priority issues and
after that he will prepare the agenda for the session.

The Assembly session is also expected to debate a
draft law calling to scrap the hikes in petrol prices and
electricity and water, which was approved by the finan-
cial and economic affairs committee two weeks ago. MPs
have vowed to pass the law, which requires the govern-
ment to cancel all the increases in public services and
the planned hike in electricity and water prices in May.

According to reports, the government has decided
to start increasing electricity charges for government
offices first instead of commercial shops as was ini-
tially planned. 
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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump pledged a “renewal of
the American spirit” Tuesday, as he fleshed out his
America-first agenda in a more measured presiden-
tial tone during a landmark speech to Congress.
Transposing hardline campaign promises into a pres-
idential key, Trump offered the most restrained and
detailed explanation yet of his America-first world
view. He criticized threats against Jewish community
centers and condemned the seemingly racially-moti-
vated killing of an Indian immigrant, answering calls
for him to speak out.

And although the 70-year-old again promised a
hard line on illegal immigration, he outlined his poli-
cies in less-inflammatory economic terms, winning
sustained applause from the Republican-dominated
Congress. “By finally enforcing our immigration laws,
we will raise wages, help the unemployed, save bil-
lions and billions of dollars, and make our communi-
ties safer for everyone,” he said.

Putting some policy meat on the bones, he proposed
introducing an Australian-style merit-based system to
reduce the flow of unskilled workers - and held out the
prospect of a bipartisan compromise with Democrats
on root-and-branch immigration reform. But he also
stood by his plan to subject travelers from certain coun-
tries to extreme vetting, insisting: “We cannot allow a
beachhead of terrorism to form inside America.”
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Trump vows ‘renewal of American spirit’

WASHINGTON: US Vice President Mike Pence (left) and Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (right) applaud as US
President Donald Trump delivers his first address to a joint session of Congress from the floor of the House of
Representatives on Tuesday. — AFP 


