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After developing successfully a variety of active learn-
ing approaches, the School of Engineering at the
Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) is organizing its

second “Project Based Learning (PBL) Symposium” under
the theme “Reshaping the Teaching and Learning experi-
ence” on March 5, 2017. Set to be held at ACK’s campus in
Mishref, the symposium will bring together engineers and
educators to share expectations, learning techniques and
experiences that influence and shape the learning process
of the next generation of engineers.

The symposium will host two guest speakers from the
Director of the Aalborg Centre for Problem Based Learning

in Engineering Science and Sustainability, Aalborg
University, Denmark, Prof. Anette Kolmos, and from the
Director of Academics and Research, Iron Range
Engineering Minnesota State University, USA, Dr. Ronald
Ulseth, the symposium will also serve as a platform for pro-
fessional development, while providing networking and
knowledge-sharing opportunities between the panel of
speakers and symposium attendees. The School of
Engineering invites interested parties to attend the sympo-
sium, whereby registration can be completed online by vis-
iting the website: http://www.ack.edu.kw/pbl2017.

ACK announces its second annual
project based learning symposium

The Arab Open University (AOU) organized a lec-
ture on Re-accreditation on the occasion of the
AOU’s preparations for the academic re-accredi-

tation by the Open University, UK that would be final-
ized in May. The lecture was delivered by Prof.
Marwan Al-Akaidi, Vice President for Academic Affairs
at AOU, who stressed the AOU’s compliance with all
requirements and conditions of local and British bod-
ies of accreditation and quality under its partnership
with OU. 

During the lecture, Al-Akaidi marked the impor-
tance of the academic re-accreditation and its proce-
dures and preparations. He addressed a number of
topics, including, most importantly, conditions of re-
accreditation, the system of quality assurance, intel-
lectual property, the relationship of the university
within and outside the academic community, and the
requirements of the accreditation of each program

offered by the AOU in partnership with the OU. 
Al-Akaidi highlighted the big responsibility resting

with all AOU staff for a successful evaluation to obtain
the academic re-accreditation. He added, “Re-accredi-
tation is deserved due to the AOU’s compliance with
the procedures and preparations of re-accreditation,
and to the AOU’s efforts and commitment to applying
all standards set by the local and international bodies
for accreditation and quality, in particular the stan-
dards of institutional and academic accreditation
bodies in the UK.”   

He pointed to the positive effect of the academic
re-accreditation on the AOU’s commitment and credi-
bility to the high quality of its academic programs. He
added, “The re-accreditation means the University is
highly developed to be competitive to regional uni-
versities and those of developed countries.” 

AOU organizes lecture 
on re-accreditation

Kuwait’s National and Liberation Days was
cheered by the Indian community a great cel-
ebration as the gathering included the

prominent figures and special invitees in the series
of events by NSH, the single largest employer in the
Middle East. In honor of Kuwait’s National and
Liberation Days, NSH organized the cancer aware-
ness program, conducted by the well-known Indian
oncologist Dr V P Gangadharan.

The event was inaugurated by the Vice President
Sabu who explained that the aim for this event is to
help spread awareness of the causes and preven-
tion of the cancer, and he read out the achieve-
ments of Dr V P Gangadharan; followed by the
introduction by HR Manager Pani J Anthony and
felicitation by GM Harikumar. In his inaugural
address, NSH Vice President Sabu informed the
large gathering the reason for arranging such a pro-
gram during the National and Liberation Days cele-
brations of Kuwait. He happily added that Kuwait is
a great country to live in, and that created a good
platform for a peaceful working environment.

Dr V P Gangadharan described the importance
of timely self-examination and reviewed the facts
about the cancer and its genetic roots. He encour-
aged the females above the age of 40 to go for reg-
ular breast cancer checkup system. His speech
included an elaborate dialogue on its causes, symp-
toms, treatment options, self-examination and pre-
ventive measures. The audience expressed their
happiness that this seminar created awareness
among them and encouraging them to pass on this
important and valuable information to their peers
and family members. 

The question and answer session at the end of
the seminar cleared certain myths the audience
held about the cancer and addressed several
queries. This joyful festival with fun and feast, wit-
nessed the cultural events by the community mem-
bers and kids, created more fervor and gaiety.
Feathers were added in NSH’s cap by the presence
of top official from JGC like Mr Hanada who appre-
ciated NSH for its yeomen service towards creating
a healthy society and to shape the future of the
community by promoting health and development. 

Sabu honored Dr V P Gangadharan with the 1st
NSH Global Harmony Award - 2017 for his excellent
medical service, combining high professional skill,
with compassion and personal bondage, saving
many precious lives and alleviating pain and suffer-
ing. NSH took a different path in this celebration by
maintaining its special interest of social responsibil-
ity. PV Santhosh, Abdul Rahman, Dileep Kumar, VG
Nair, Michael O Baili, Dr. Camama, Santhos Babu,
Manoj, KR Mohan, Padmakumar, Harish, Prakash,
Shiju, Jayan were among those present.

Prominent Indian oncologist honored in 
Kuwait’s National and Liberation Days celebrations


