
HOUSTON: Jeff Teague and Rodney Stuckey co-
authored a rousing comeback as the Indiana
Pacers erased a 17-point deficit and shocked the
Houston Rockets 117-108 on Monday night at
Toyota Center. Teague finished with 25 points,
eight rebounds and six assists. Stuckey added 17
points. Lou Williams scored 28 points off the
bench for Houston. James Harden added 25
points, seven rebounds and 12 assists.

RAPTORS 92, KNICKS 91
DeMar DeRozan capped a 37-point night by hit-

ting the winning jumper with 1.9 seconds left and
Toronto overcame a double-digit deficit for the fourth
straight game. DeRozan turned in his 25th game with
at least 30 points and capped Toronto’s comeback by
hitting the 19-footer from the right wing over Derrick
Rose. Toronto then escaped when Carmelo Anthony
missed an open 3-pointer at the buzzer. Anthony led
the Knicks with 24 points. Rose and Courtney Lee
added 16 points apiece for New York.

HAWKS 114, CELTICS 98
Despite losing Dwight Howard to two techni-

cal fouls, Atlanta blew open a tight game with a
third-quarter explosion and ended a three-game
losing streak. Dennis Schroder had 21 points, five
assists and four rebounds. Paul Millsap had 17
points and 10 rebounds, Howard finished 17
points and 12 boards and Kent Bazemore added
15 points for the Hawks. Isaiah Thomas had his
worst game of the season for the Celtics, scoring
19 points as his club record of 43 straight 20-
point games ended.

CAVALIERS 102, BUCKS 95
LeBron James scored 24 points upon return

from strep throat and Cleveland beat Milwaukee.
James added 10 rebounds and six assists. Kyrie
Irving led all scorers with 20 points and added
nine assists for the Cavs.  Rookie Malcolm
Brogdon paced the Bucks with 20 points.

WARRIORS 119, 76ERS 108
Kevin Durant scored 27 points and Klay

Thompson added 21 as Golden State beat
Philadelphia. Zaza Pachulia added a season-high

16 points and Draymond Green contributed 14
points, 11 rebounds and five steals. Dario Saric fin-
ished with 21 points, seven rebounds and seven
assists for Philadelphia. Gerald Henderson con-
tributed 16 points.

MAVERICKS 96, HEAT 89
Seth Curry scored a game-high 29 points to

help Dallas cool off Miami at the American
Airlines Center. Dion Waiters had 12 points but
was 2 of 5 from beyond the arc. Hassan Whiteside
went for 19 points and 19 rebounds and Goran
Dragic poured in 24 points and added six assists
and five rebounds for the Heat.

TIMBERWOLVES 102, KINGS 88
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 29 points and

added 17 rebounds,  and Andrew Wiggins
scored 27 as Minnesota routed Sacramento.
Towns recorded his fourth straight double-
double. Wiggins topped 20 points for the 18th
consecutive game. Kosta Koufos had 14 points
and 11 rebounds for the Kings. -— Reuters
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CLEVELAND: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers scores over Giannis Antetokounmpo #34 of the Milwaukee Bucks during the second half at Quicken Loans Arena on Monday in Cleveland, Ohio. The Cavaliers defeated
the Bucks 102-95. — AFP

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 38 22 .633 -       
Toronto 36 24 .600 2       
NY Knicks 24 36 .400 14      
Philadelphia 22 37 .37315.5  
Brooklyn 9 49 .155 28      

Central Division
Cleveland 41 17 .707 -       
Indiana 31 29 .517 11      
Chicago 30 29 .50811.5  
Detroit 28 31 .47513.5  
Milwaukee 26 32 .448 15      

Southeast Division
Washington 34 23 .596 -       
Atlanta 33 26 .559 2       
Miami 27 33 .450 8.5   
Charlotte 25 34 .424 10      
Orlando 22 38 .36713.5  

Western Conference

Northwest Division

Utah 37 22 .627 -       
Oklahoma City 34 25 .576 3       
Denver 26 33 .441 11      
Portland 24 34 .41412.5  
Minnesota 24 36 .40013.5  

Pacific Division

Golden State 50 9 .847 -       
LA Clippers 36 23 .610 14      
Sacramento 25 35 .41725.5  
LA Lakers 19 41 .31731.5  
Phoenix 18 41 .305 32      

Southwest Division

San Antonio 45 13 .776 -       
Houston 42 19 .689 4.5   
Memphis 35 25 .583 11      
Dallas 24 35 .40721.5  
New Orleans 23 37 .383 23

NBA results/standings
Indiana 117, Houston 108; Dallas 96, Miami 89; Atlanta 114, Boston 98; Toronto 92, NY
Knicks 91; Golden State 119, Philadelphia 108; Cleveland 102, Milwaukee 95.

Teague has 25 to lift Pacers over Rockets

DUBAI: Britain’s Andy Murray returns the ball to Malek Jaziri of Tunisia during their ATP Dubai Duty Free Tennis
Championship yesterday in Dubai. — AFP 

DUBAI: World number one Andy Murray eased into the
second round of the Dubai Tennis Championships yes-
terday on his return five weeks after suffering a shock
Australian Open exit.

The top seed, now fully fit after a bout of shingles,
beat Malek Jaziri 6-4, 6-1, avoiding the fate of second
seed and title holder Stan Wawrinka, dumped out as his
form collapsed following an early 4-1 lead.

“I was a little bit uneasy, I’ve never hit with him or
played against him before,” Murray said. “It took a little
bit of time to get used to his game. 

“But I played better as the match went on. I don’t feel
sore anywhere, really. I felt like I moved good and the
body felt good.” Murray, who was knocked out in the
fourth round in Melbourne, had to work for 45 minutes
to win the opening set but the Scot ran away with the
second against the outclassed Jaziri.

Murray will now face Spain’s Guillermo Garcia-Lopez
today. In contrast, the Swiss three-time Grand Slam win-
ner Wawrinka was beaten 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 in the first round
by outsider Damir Dzumhur. Wawrinka was playing for
the first time since suffering a right knee injury in
Melbourne, where he reached his eighth major semi-
final before falling to compatriot Roger Federer.

Following defeat by the 77th-ranked journeyman
from Bosnia-Herzegovina, he admitted that his fitness

was lacking after only a week of practice.
“I started well but it was tough because I was missing

a little bit of something. In practice it was starting to be
OK the last few days, but today I was missing some-
thing.”  Dzumhur will now face Marcel Granollers of
Spain.  “This is a big win for me, coming on hard court
against a player who likes this surface and who won the
tournament last year,” the surprise winner said.

After taking an early lead, Wawrinka found his game
slipping. By the time he got the first-set tiebreak, he was
playing catch-up.

The Swiss was broken twice for 5-1 in the second set
before a brief rally in which he broke back once.

Despite his exit Wawrinka said that his knee was giv-
ing him no pain, a positive sign heading into back-to-
back Masters 1000 events starting next week in Indian
Wells and Miami. “I need to focus on myself. I need to
practise more, to get in a better level to expect to do
some good results,” Wawrinka said.

“I’m quite unhappy to lose the first round. It’s tough
because I played well last year here. I was happy to be
back. I was happy to be back on the ATP Tour after a
month.”

Fifth seed Tomas Berdych needed just half an hour to
win after fellow Czech Lukas Rosol quit with a knee
injury trailing 6-3, 2-1. —AFP

Murray dominant on return 

but Wawrinka dumped out


