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Factbox

Facebook virtual 
reality ambitions 

are threatened 

Facebook Inc’s big ambitions in the nascent virtual
reality industry could be threatened by a court
order that would prevent it from using critical

software code another company claims to own, accord-
ing to legal and industry experts. Last Thursday, video
game publisher ZeniMax Media Inc asked a Dallas fed-
eral judge to issue an order barring Facebook unit
Oculus from using or distributing the disputed code,
part of the software development kit that Oculus pro-
vides to outside companies creating games for its Rift
VR headset.

A decision is likely a few months away, but intellec-
tual property lawyers said ZeniMax has a decent chance
of getting the order, which would mean Facebook faces
a tough choice between paying a possibly hefty settle-
ment or fighting on at risk of jeopardizing its position in
the sector. For now, Facebook is fighting on. Oculus
spokeswoman Tera Randall said last Thursday the com-
pany would challenge a $500 million jury verdict on
Feb. 1 against Oculus and its co-founders Palmer
Luckey and Brendan Iribe for infringing ZeniMax’s copy-
righted code and violating a non-disclosure agreement.
Randall said Oculus would possibly file an appeal that
would “allow us to put this litigation behind us”. She did
not respond to a request for comment for this article.

An injunction would require Oculus, which Facebook
acquired for $3 billion in 2014, to stop distributing the
code to developers or selling those games that use it.
Such a court order “would put a huge stumbling block
in front” of Oculus, said Stephanie Llamas, an analyst
with gaming market research firm SuperData. It would
offer the company’s rivals in the new market, which
include HTC, Sony Corp , Alphabet Inc and others an
“important opportunity for them to become first
movers.”

Sales of the Rift itself would not be barred, but
Llamas, said a lack of available titles could hinder
Facebook’s offering relative to HTC’s Vive headset and
Sony’s Playstation VR. That market is relatively small at
the moment - sales of VR hardware and software
totaled $2.7 billion in 2016 - and mainly limited to gam-
ing. But Facebook chief executive Mark Zuckerberg has
predicted the technology “will become a part of daily
life for billions of people,” revolutionizing social media,
entertainment and medicine.

SuperData says the VR market will be worth $37 bil-
lion by 2020. Likewise, investment firm Cantor
Fitzgerald last year issued a report predicting VR would
account for 10 percent of Facebook revenue in four
years’ time. ZeniMax’s lawsuit arose from 2012 corre-
spondence between Luckey and famed video game
developer John Carmack, creator of the Doom and
Quake series and then a ZeniMax employee. Luckey
signed a non-disclosure agreement with ZeniMax cov-
ering his communications with Carmack. 

Carmack joined Oculus in 2013 as chief technology
officer. ZeniMax sued in 2014, claiming Carmack’s work
while its employee was crucial to the Rift. At trial,
Facebook said ZeniMax concocted its claims because of
“sour grapes” over missing the VR trend. Zuckerberg
testified that “the idea that Oculus products are based
on someone else’s technology is just wrong”.

The jury decided Oculus had not stolen trade secrets
but had infringed ZeniMax’s intellectual property. It
also said Oculus breached the non-disclosure agree-
ment. IP lawyers said the judge would consider factors
such as whether ZeniMax continues to be harmed and
whether money is sufficient compensation. Edward
Naughton, a Boston-based copyright lawyer with
Brown Rudnick, said ZeniMax has a strong argument
because its technology continues to be used without its
permission and the jury’s verdict does not compensate
for that. “I think they have a pretty good shot here,”
Naughton said.

Mitchell Shelowitz, a copyright lawyer in New York,
noted that the non-disclosure agreement explicitly stat-
ed ZeniMax would be entitled to an injunction in the
event its terms were violated. Not all lawyers agree
ZeniMax has the stronger position. Chicago-based IP
lawyer Joshua Rich said he thinks Facebook has a good
chance to repel the injunction by arguing that ZeniMax
is not being harmed by the sale of the Oculus products
because it is not direct competitor. 

If Facebook can get past the injunction fight, the cal-
culus could change, said Naughton. Facebook may
believe it has strong arguments on appeal or, because it
has so much cash on hand, it may hope to wear
ZeniMax down to the point where it settles on favor-
able terms. “Facebook has deep pockets,” said
Naughton. — Reuters

In the days after US President Donald
Trump’s election, thousands of
teenagers across the nation walked out

of class in protest. Others rallied to his
defense. It was an unusual show of political
engagement from future voters who may
alter America’s political landscape in 2020 -
or even in next year’s midterm elections.
Now, a new survey of children ages 13 to
17 conducted by The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research
with the permission of their parents finds
that America’s teens are almost as political-
ly disillusioned and pessimistic about the
nation’s divisions as their parents. The dif-
ference? They aren’t quite as quick to write
off the future.

Eight in 10 feel that Americans are divid-
ed when it comes to the nation’s most
important values and 6 in 10 say the coun-
try is headed in the wrong direction. Nyles
Adams, a 14-year-old from New York City,
was in kindergarten when Barack Obama
was sworn in as the nation’s first black presi-
dent. Adams, the grandson of Trinidadian
immigrants, remembers watching the inau-
guration on TV and talking with his mother
about the particular significance of Obama’s
election for his black, immigrant family.

Now, with Trump as president, he feels
America’s best days are behind it, and the
nation will be worse off in 40 years. Yet like
57 percent of his peers, he is still optimistic
about the opportunity to achieve the
American Dream. “Sometimes it does get
you down, but I try not to focus on it too
much because I see myself as someone
who despite all the odds that are against
me, I’m still going to prevail,” he said.

That youthful optimism is hard to crush.
While rates vary by race, 56 percent of all
teens surveyed believe America’s best days
are ahead, compared with the 52 percent
of adults in an AP-NORC poll conducted in
June 2016 who said the nation’s best days
are behind it. But like adults, the poll
reveals deep divisions along familiar lines.
Just a quarter of teens say they have a lot in
common with people of different political
views. Three in four already have a party
preference, including 29 percent who say

they ’ll  be Democrats, 23 percent
Republicans and 24 percent independent
or another party. Less than one-third have
a favorable impression of Trump, but only
slightly more think well of Hillary Clinton.
Elijah Arredondo, a second-generation
Mexican-American from La Habra,
California, disliked both major party candi-
dates but is now worried about his family
under Trump. His mother signed up for the
Affordable Care Act, which Trump has
promised to dismantle and replace. “I feel
like anyone can achieve the American
Dream, but for some people it’s a lot harder
for them to do, so these things help peo-
ple,” he said.

Caroline Millsaps, of Garner, North
Carolina, describes herself as a liberal
Democrat and says climate change and
women’s rights are her top political con-
cerns. Last year, she took time away from her
busy competitive dance schedule to attend
two Bernie Sanders rallies with her mother.
Like 40 percent of teens surveyed, she feels
she has a “moderate” amount in common
with people of different political views.

“I always watch Fox News to get a differ-
ent perspective, and I have some friends
who support Trump and so I’ll ask them,
‘What is your opinion on this?’” she said. “I
try to see both sides of the situation and
see which side fits my view best.” Millsaps,
16, talks about politics daily with her par-
ents and that has strongly influenced her
views. Nearly 40 percent of teens surveyed
said they did the same at least weekly and,
like Millsaps, those talks seem to sway
them. A majority of respondents said they
agree with their parents’ political views
most of the time. Only 3 percent disagree
most of the time.

Sophie Svigel, 17, attends a private
Christian school in Dallas and identifies
herself as a conservative Republican. She
talks to her Republican parents about poli-
tics and almost always agrees with them,
but is also heavily influenced by her faith-
based school, she said. “I feel like a lot of
the bad things that are going on are not
really spoken of and are hidden,” she said. “I
feel like the politicians and people in poli-

tics speak very vaguely about the problems
that we’re facing.” That cynicism echoes in
the AP-NORC poll. Just 16 percent of teens
feel the federal government is doing a
good job promoting the well-being of all
Americans, and not just special interests.
Fewer than 2 in 10 teens surveyed feel the
federal government is doing a good job
representing most Americans’ views. 

Jessi Balcom, from Bend, Oregon, has
tried to fight that cynicism by pouring her
energy into delivering food to homeless
people and engaging in open-minded

debate with those whose politics are differ-
ent from hers. Nine in 10 teens say they
have participated in civic activities like vol-
unteering or raising money for a cause. “It’s
not you versus me, it’s us versus the prob-
lem and the problem isn’t other people,”
said Balcom, 17, a Green Party supporter.
“There are a lot of really big problems that
we need to solve, but I think that getting
angry is the worst thing that we can do,”
she said. “It doesn’t matter what side of pol-
itics they’re on, conservative or liberal. I
don’t want to hate anyone.” — AFP

US teens disillusioned, divided by politics

Venezuela is so short on food that tens of thousands
are going hungry or even starving. Its murder rate is
among the highest in the world. Its economy is so

crippled that the average shopper spends 35 hours a
month waiting in line - three times more than in 2014. Yet
even as the country becomes increasingly unlivable, the
socialist government is more entrenched than it has been
in years. A sense of hopelessness has settled over what was
once among the richest nations in South America, a belief
that nothing will really change.

To understand why people have given up, look at
Jhorman Valero and his family. Three years ago, Valero
dragged his 24-year-old cousin, Bassil da Costa, to join
thousands of others in a nationwide protest against the
administration of President Nicolas Maduro. Hours later,
Bassil was bleeding in his arms, the first of more than 40
people to be killed during weeks of unrest. Staring numbly
at the floor, Jhorman recounts how he watched his cousin’s
skull come apart under his baseball cap from a bullet shot
by security forces.

Now Valero and Bassil’s sister, Yenicer da Costa, no
longer bother to protest, even on the anniversary of the
2014 protest. “What’s the point of protesting if they just kill
you in the streets and, three years later, everything is even
worse?” she said. The fear inspired by the 2014 crackdown
weighs heavily on the present, with a government that is
selectively repressive. Many of more than 100 political pris-
oners were arrested that year and remain in jail, according
to human rights groups. Most are being held incommuni-
cado in the dungeons of El Helicoide, a spiral-shaped mod-
ernist landmark built as a shopping mall during the 1950s
oil boom, which is now the headquarters of the all-power-
ful Sebin intelligence police.

The creation last month of an “anti-coup commando
unit” headed by the vice president has stoked fears of more

roundups. The unit already has arrested three members of
the party of Leopoldo Lopez, the highest-profile prisoner,
who led the protest at which Bassil was killed. As the price
of oil has fallen and laid bare years of mismanagement,
Maduro’s administration has responded by becoming more
repressive. It has purged state institutions of potential trai-
tors, kept out foreign reporters, detained prominent busi-

nessmen and declared null all decisions by the opposition-
controlled congress.

As a result, the young people who would be the natural
fuel for any street protest movement are not turning out.
At demonstrations these days, there are more grandpar-
ents than youths. One reason is that so many young peo-
ple have simply fled the country. — AP

In Venezuela, short on food, short of hope

In this Feb 12, 2017 photo, students hold an anti-government protest to mark the third anniversary since the
killing of student protester Bassil da Costa by security forces during weeks of unrest in Caracas. — AP 


