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Lake trip tragedy; seven 
Cambodian girls drown

PHNOM PENH: Seven Cambodian girls, aged between six
and 13-years-old, drowned yesterday morning when their
small wooden boat capsized in a lake in the seaside town
of Sihanoukville, police said. The girls were among nine
local children enjoying a rowing excursion, Chuon Narin,
police chief of Kampong Som province said. “They often
played at the lake and this time they boarded a small
wooden boat. But it was unsteady and capsized,” he said.
Another girl and a boy were saved and sent to hospital,
Chuon Narin said. “It is tragedy, this is very sad,” he added.
Local media ran pictures of desperate, tearful relatives
mourning over the bodies of the little girls. Cambodian
children who live near water usually learn how to swim
from an early age. It was not clear whether the victims
were strong swimmers. 

SYDNEY: An Australian was charged yes-
terday with helping the Islamic State
group develop high-tech weapons,
including long-range guided missile
capabilities. Haisem Zahab, a 42-year-old
electrician, was working alone and there
was no domestic-related terror threat,
said Australian Federal Police
Commissioner Andrew Colvin. “We will
allege he has utilized the internet to per-
form services for ISIL,” Colvin said, using

an acronym for the jihadist group.  
“Firstly, by researching and designing

a laser warning device to help warn
against incoming guiding munitions
used by coalition forces in Syria and Iraq.
“Secondly, we will also allege that he has
been researching, designing and model-
ing systems to assist ISIL’s efforts to
develop their own long-range guided
missile capabilities.”

Zahab, from the town of Young 165

kilometers (102 miles) from the
Australian capital Canberra, appeared in
court on two foreign incursion charges
punishable by life imprisonment. 

He was refused bail and will reappear
on March 8. Zahab, who was born in
Australia, was allegedly in contact with
networks linked to the terrorist group.
“We believe he has networks and con-
tacts in ISIL-not necessarily just in the
conflict zones, but in other parts of the

world as well and he has been relying on
them to pass this information,” said
Colvin, adding that his research was “fair-
ly sophisticated”. Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull said the arrest after an 18-
month operation was “yet another
reminder of the enduring threat we face
from Islamist terrorism”.  

“This highlights that terrorism, sup-
port for terrorist groups, and Islamist
extremism is not limited to our major

cities,” he said.  “It once again shows that
we all need to be very vigilant.” Canberra
has become increasingly worried about
homegrown extremism and the terror
threat level was raised in September
2014. Australian officials say they have
prevented 12 terror attacks on home soil
since then with 61 people charged. But
four attacks have gone ahead, including
the murder of a Sydney police employee
in 2015 by a 15-year-old boy. — AFP 

Australian arrested over IS missile-design plot

Thailand’s palace fires 
‘extremely evil’ official

BANGKOK: A top official in Thailand’s palace has been
fired for “extremely evil” misconduct and political inter-
ests which threatened national security, the govern-
ment said yesterday. Police General Jumpol Manmai,
who had served as intelligence chief under ousted for-
mer Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, had until
recently been one of the most senior figures in new
King Maha Vajiralongkorn’s household. The govern-
ment said in a statement Jumpol had “committed mis-
conduct considered extremely evil behavior” which
did not befit a civil servant with a position close to the
king. “He has wrongly used his official position for per-
sonal gain. He had political interests which were detri-
mental to national security and not trusted by the
king,” said the statement signed by Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha. A police spokesman said he could
not comment on whether Jumpol would be prosecut-
ed over the accusations in the statement. Jumpol faces
a separate investigation for building private property
on protected land. 

Shark takes dog 
at Sydney beach

SYDNEY: A shark has taken a dog at a popular Sydney
beach as it was fetching a stick thrown by its owner,
prompting warnings for swimmers and pets to stay
out of the water. The dog, an American Staffordshire
Terrier, was in the ocean at Bonna Point Reserve in
Sydney’s south on Sunday evening when the shark
attacked. “We were just throwing the stick in the water.
The tide was really far out and there was a bit of a drop
off (where the water became deeper),” its owner, who
only wanted to be known as Nigel, told the Sydney
Morning Herald. “It was very quick. It just took her
under the water.” The dog, Molly, was about five meters
offshore at the time and has not been seen since. “The
shark was around 3.5 meters long, which is easily big
enough to take a human,” Nigel added. The local
Sutherland Shire Council confirmed the incident.
“Council lifeguards are at the Kurnell beaches advising
swimmers and pet owners to keep out of the water
and they have installed signs to alert the public to the
shark sighting,” it said. 

S Korea urges ‘collective 
measures’ against North 

GENEVA: South Korea called yesterday for “collective
measures” against North Korea, including possible sus-
pension of its United Nations membership, saying the
use of chemical weapons to assassinate  the half-
brother of North Korea’s leader was a “wake-up call”.
Foreign Minister Yun Byung-se was addressing the UN-
backed Conference on Disarmament (CD) after
Malaysia’s attorney general said two women will be
charged with the murder of Kim Jong Nam. US and
South Korean officials believe he was the victim of an
assassination orchestrated by North Korea. 

Packed Thai prisons 
need urgent reform

BANGKOK: Thai prisons are massively overcrowded with
some inmates forced to sleep sideways, a rights group said
yesterday, urging reform in a country with the world’s sixth
largest jail population.  The kingdom’s worst facilities are
five times over their capacity, with inmates forced to sleep
on their sides or lay their legs over one another, according
to the report by the International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH). Successive governments have done “very lit-
tle” to tackle the overcrowding, said FIDH’s Southeast Asia
director Andrea Giorgetta, adding that food, sanitation and
medical care are also woefully inadequate. With 425 pris-
oners for every 100,000 people, Thailand has the tenth
highest incarceration rate in the world and the highest in
Southeast Asia.  The booming prison population is largely a
result of harsh anti-drug laws from a war on narcotics
launched more than a decade ago. Possession of a few
methamphetamine pills-known on the street as yaba-can
earn a suspect a decade in jail. 

EMERSON: Jaime French was jarred out of bed in Emerson,
Manitoba early one morning this month by pounding at her
front door, just yards from the US border. A face peered in
through the window, flanked in the darkness by others.
Outside were 16 asylum seekers, arriving at one of the first
houses they saw after crossing a lightly monitored border
between Canada and the United States. “They banged pretty
hard, then ‘ring ring ring’ the doorbell,” said French, a mother
of two young girls. “It was scary. That really woke me up.”

The town has become the front line of an emerging polit-
ical crisis that is testing Canada’s will to welcome asylum
seekers. Hundreds of people, mainly from Africa but also the
Middle East, are fleeing US President Donald Trump’s crack-
down on illegal immigrants, migrants and refugee agencies
say. Many asylum seekers say Trump’s election and subse-
quent crackdown on illegal migrants spurred their plans to
head north. Those arriving in Emerson come on foot in the
dead of night, unnerving its 650 residents. Some fear the
influx of unscreened migrants while others are frustrated by
the cost and effort forced on the community.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau is under increased pressure
from the left, which wants him to let more in, and from the
right, which is fearful of an increased security risk. Trudeau
must tread carefully to ensure the issue does not complicate
relations with Trump. The cooling welcome in Emerson is a
microcosm of growing discontent over Canada’s open door
policy for refugees. Last week, an Angus Reid poll found that
while 47 percent of respondents said Canada is taking in the
right number of refugees, 41 percent said the number is
already too high. “It could become a real political liability for
the government,” said Christian Leuprecht, a politics profes-
sor at the Royal Military College of Canada, noting that
spring will lead to more crossings as travel gets easier.

Thawing out in the kitchen
After the 16 migrants left French’s home, without being

admitted, they found truck driver Brad Renout two doors
down leaving for work. “I was going to leave them all out-
side,” Renout said. “I figured, to hell with (them) for coming
over the border in winter.” When he saw children among the
group, Renout allowed three women, three toddlers and
two teenagers into his kitchen. Early Sunday, Reuters wit-
nessed at least seven migrants bundled in new parkas and
bulging backpacks walking into Canada from Minnesota, fol-
lowing railway tracks in the icy dark.

Ismail, a 25-year-old Somali man, said they had walked
for 22 hours without sleep across North Dakota. As police
lights flashed distantly, Ismail said he was afraid to walk
toward them. He thought the group was still on US soil.
Canadian police caught up with them shortly afterward and
arrested them for illegally entering Canada. The group
squeezed, uncuffed, into a police minivan and headed to a
government office for questioning. “We feel sorry for the
people,” said retired grain farmer Ken Schwark. “I just wish
they would come through the legal way.”

A 2004 agreement between Canada and the United
States means asylum seekers must submit applications in
the United States if they arrive there first. But if they find a
way into Canada, they can apply for refugee status there. It’s
an avenue that has spurred north illegal migrants in the
United States, especially Somalis settled in Minnesota, which

shares a land border with Manitoba. After pricey taxi rides to
North Dakota, many like Ismail walk for hours in darkness
and -20 C (-4∞F) temperatures to dimly lit Emerson, in the
shadow of the bright glare of the international border cross-
ing. The lucky migrants get rides dropping them off less
than a mile from Noyes, Minnesota, within sight of
Emerson’s southern edge. From there they duck under a
metal crossing-arm gate, walk across the border and often
use their own cellphones to dial police. Others are dropped
30 or more kilometers (19 miles) from the border, and follow
rail lines into Emerson, crossing a border marked in most
areas only by scattered concrete boundary markers.

Faye Suderman, a four-decade Emerson resident, said she
is sympathetic but draws a line between those fleeing perse-
cution and those who have simply run out of chances in the
United States: “How difficult is it to get rid of those people
and give help to those truly in need?” Emerson Cafe manag-
er Jacquelyn Reimer, who has fed shivering asylum seekers
for free, wondered why the Canadian government is helping
refugees when the country has its own homeless problem.
“We can’t even take care of our own,” she said.

Makeshift beds
Due to its border-hugging location, Emerson’s encounters

with migrants are not new, but the scale of their arrivals is. In
the first two months of 2017, 143 mainly Somali people
walked illegally over the border into Emerson, representing
40 percent of Manitoba’s full-year total in 2015/16. Quebec

and British Columbia are the two other major illegal crossing
points, but police there refused to provide data. Emerson res-
idents don’t encounter the migrants for long before police
arrive and whisk them to the local Canada Border Services
Agency (CBSA) office for questioning. From there, they are
ferried to Winnipeg, Manitoba’s capital, to file asylum claims.
Despite some residents’ fears, asylum-seekers have not
caused any trouble, said Bill Spanjer, Emerson’s emergency
coordinator. “They’re going to be on their best behavior
because otherwise their refugee claim is certainly going to
be affected,” he said.

When police receive a call, they summon the town’s vol-
unteer firefighters to treat any health concerns, as the near-
est ambulance is 25 minutes away. In December, two men
from Ghana lost all of their fingers to frostbite. Firefighter
callouts cost Emerson about C$500 each time. The costs may
add up to C$30,000 since last spring, representing 10 per-
cent of its firefighting budget, said Emerson-Franklin’s elect-
ed leader Greg Janzen. The provincial government directed
more resources to Emerson last week, including paramedics
and paralegal and transportation services. 

Since the influx sped up in January, the strain on
Emerson has grown. In early February, police intercepted 18
migrants from Somalia and Djibouti and CBSA asked
Emerson to temporarily house them in the town’s ice rink.
Brenda Piett and other volunteers laid folding banquet
tables on the concrete floor, and layered them with blankets
for makeshift mattresses. — Reuters

Thai soldiers agree ‘safety 
zone’ for unrest-hit south

KUALA LUMPUR: Thai army and Muslim rebel peace nego-
tiators agreed yesterday to create a “safety zone” in
Thailand’s insurgency-hit south, a small but significant step
in talks to end a bloody 13-year conflict. More than 6,800
people have died in a rebellion waged by ethnic Malay mil-
itants in Buddhist-majority Thailand’s three southernmost
provinces, a region known as the “Deep South”. Talks held
in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur have staggered on
for years, undercut by near-daily bombs, ambushes and
assassinations in the Deep South and a decade of political
instability in Bangkok. The army has been talking with
Mara Patani, an umbrella group that says it is a political
wing representing the shadowy network of fighters. The
Thai side doubts the Mara’s ability to prod rebel footsol-
diers into putting down their guns in an area where resent-
ment against more than a century of Thai colonization runs
high. For their part, the rebels are not convinced Thailand’s
junta will reduce its massive security presence across the
south or devolve significant political power. 

Canadian town on front line 

of Trump migrant crackdown

‘Door knocks in the dark’ 

MANITOBA: Eight migrants from Somalia cross into Canada illegally from the United States by walking down a train
track into the town of Emerson, Manitoba, where they will seek asylum at Canada Border Services Agency. —AP 

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s president urged truthful
reconciliation yesterday on the 70th
anniversary of an uprising against
Nationalist troops that has galvanized inde-
pendence supporters, an event China is
seeking to co-opt to oppose independ-
ence. The “228 Incident”, as it is known in
Taiwan, has in recent years become a rally-
ing point for the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP), which favors for-
mal independence for the democratic, self-
ruled island China claims at its own.  

Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist troops put
down rioting sparked on Feb 28, 1947, by a
dispute between tobacco agents and a
cigarette vendor in Taipei. That led to
island-wide protests against the
Nationalists, who two years later took
refuge on Taiwan after losing a civil war to
the Communists and imposed martial law
on Taiwan until 1987, ruling with an iron
fist and locking up dissidents.

“Reconciliation must be built on truth,”
President Tsai Ing-wen said at an annual
ceremony commemorating the incident
with families of victims. “I must say that
without the truth, the past will not stay in

the past. “When that day comes, we will
metamorphose into another kind of nation.
Taiwan’s democracy will also take a further
step forward,” she said. The incident ush-
ered in a period where tens of thousands of
Taiwanese were killed or went missing and
stirred the beginnings of Taiwan’s demo-
cratic movement. Communist China, which
had nothing to do with the 1947 incident,
has been marking the anniversary too, with
seminars and state media commentaries.

The Chinese government last week called
the protests part of China’s liberation strug-
gle Taiwan independence forces were trying
to hijack. Yesterday, the overseas edition of
the ruling Communist Party ’s official
People’s Daily said the day should be
marked by people on both sides of the
Taiwan Strait joining hands to opposed
Taiwan independence. “This is the best way
to commemorate the 70th anniversary of
228, and the greatest comfort that can be
offered to the valiant heroes of the 228
uprising,” it said in a front page commentary.

Beijing has previously weighed in on the
anniversary, but this year is the first since
Tsai took office in May. — Reuters

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte said yesterday he would recall some
police to fight his controversial war on drugs,
nearly a month after suspending the entire
force from all operations in the bloody nar-
cotics crackdown. In an about-face on his
decision to remove the 160,000-member
Philippine National Police (PNP) from his sig-
nature campaign, Duterte said the country
was beset by security and law enforcement
challenges and he needed more manpower
to sustain the crackdown on drugs.

“So, I need more men. I have to call back
the police again to do the job most of the
time on drugs, not everyone,” he told
reporters. Duterte has been scathing in his
criticism of a police force he declared “cor-
rupt to the core” after it was discovered that
rogue drugs squad officers had kidnapped
and killed a South Korean businessman at
the PNP headquarters. His decision to bring
some police back into the campaign comes
after a month of uncertainty about whether
he would maintain the momentum of a
merciless campaign that has defined his

eight-month-old presidency, and has
earned him international notoriety.

More than 7,700 people have been killed
since his first day in office, some 2,555 in
operations in which police said drug sus-
pects resisted arrest. Activists believe that
extrajudicial killings have taken place during
sting operations, and that many of the other
killings were carried out secretly by police,
or assassins working for them. Authorities
vigorously reject the allegations. Since the
Jan. 30 police suspension, the drug trade
has come back out of the shadows, more
than half a dozen drug users and dealers in
some of Manila’s toughest areas said.

PNP chief Ronald dela Rosa on Monday
warned that gains in the drug war would be
lost with police on the sidelines and “the
sooner we return, the better”. The Philippine
Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA), which
has only 1,800 members, would lead the
anti-drugs campaign, with the support of
the military and PNP. Duterte said police
would no longer conduct their own opera-
tions under his revised strategy. — Reuters

TAIPEI: Pro-Taiwan unification with China activists display national flags in front of
the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall during the 70th anniversary of the 228 incident in
Taipei yesterday. — AFP 

Taiwan urges reconciliation, 

China butts in on memorial

Philippines leader to bring 

police back into drugs war 

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte (second from left) stands beside (from
left) Executive Secretary Salvador Campo Medialdea, National Security Adviser
Hermogenes Esperon Jr, Interior and Local Government Undersecretary Catalino Cuy,
Police Chief Ronald dela Rosa and Philippine National Police Director for Operations
Alex Monteagudo during the Armed Forces of the Philippines and Philippine National
Police joint command conference at the Malacanang Palace in Manila. — AP 


