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KANDAHAR: An Afghan policeman linked to
the Taleban shot dead 11 of his colleagues at
a checkpoint in the southern province of
Helmand, officials said yesterday, in the lat-
est so-called “insider attack”. 

The incident occurred late Monday while
the policemen were sleeping in their bar-
racks in the provincial capital Lashkar Gah, as
the Taleban escalate a deadly winter cam-
paign of violence. Bloodied corpses of the
policemen were strewn around the check-
point, many of them shot from close range,
witnesses said, in a setback for Afghan forces
before what is expected to be another fierce

spring fighting season.  “A policeman affiliat-
ed to the Taleban shot 11 of his colleagues,
killing all of them,” a provincial official said,
declining to be named. “He then fled the
area, taking all the ammunition and firearms
with him,” he said, adding that police had
launched a search for the Taleban infiltrator.
The Boost government hospital in Lashkar
Gah had received the bodies of the 11
policemen, a health official said.

Taleban insurgents, who control vast
swathes of the opium-ravaged province,
claimed responsibility for the killings. So-
called insider attacks-when Afghan soldiers

and police turn their guns on their col-
leagues or on international troops-have
been a major problem during the more than
15-year-long war. Such attacks have sapped
morale and caused deep mistrust within
security ranks. In a similar incident last
September, two Afghan soldiers with sus-
pected Taleban links killed at least 12 of their
comrades as they slept in the volatile north-
ern province of Kunduz. 

Afghan security forces are battling a
resurgent Taleban amid record casualties
and mass desertions.  For years Helmand
was the centerpiece of the Western military

intervention in Afghanistan, only for it to slip
deeper into a quagmire of instability.  The
Taleban effectively control or contest 10 of
the 14 districts in Helmand, the deadliest
province for British and US troops over the
past decade and blighted by a huge opium
harvest that helps fund the insurgency.
Lashkar Gah-one of the last government-
held enclaves in Helmand-also risks falling to
the Taleban’s repeated ferocious assaults.
The intensified fighting in the province last
year forced thousands to flee to the city from
outlying districts.

Repeated bids to launch peace negotia-

tions with the Taleban have failed and an
intense new fighting season is expected to
kick off in the spring. 

The Pentagon this year said it will deploy
some 300 US Marines this spring to
Helmand. NATO officially ended its combat
mission in December 2014, but US forces
were granted greater powers last June to
strike at the insurgents as Washington
vowed a more aggressive campaign. The US
Marines will assist a NATO-led mission to
train Afghan forces, in the latest sign that for-
eign forces are increasingly being drawn
back into the worsening conflict. — AFP 
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Malaysia to charge two

women with Kim murder

KUALA LUMPUR: Two women arrested for the
nerve agent assassination of Kim Jong-Nam are
to be charged with his murder, Malaysia said yes-
terday, as North Korea sent a senior diplomat to
seek the return of the body. The spectacular
killing of Kim Jong-Un’s half-brother with VX, a
fast-acting poison developed for warfare,
sparked an international probe and lurid stories
of Pyongyang’s Cold War-style tradecraft. South
Korea says its isolated neighbor was behind the
assassination and claims the North’s agents
engaged two outsiders to carry out the murder.  

“They will be charged in court under Section
302 (murder) of the penal code,” Attorney
General Mohamed Apandi Ali told AFP by text
message, referring to the two suspects. The
women, from Indonesia and Vietnam, will appear
in court today. If convicted, they could face death
by hanging. Kim, a well-travelled polyglot who
fell out of favour at home after a botched 2001
attempt to get into Japan on a false passport,
died less than 20 minutes after he was set upon
at Kuala Lumpur International Airport on
February 13.

CCTV footage shows two women approaching
him and seemingly pushing something in his
face.  Investigators say this was VX, a deadly poi-
son classed as a weapon of mass destruction and
banned around the world. Both women have
claimed they thought they were taking part in a
practical joke. Indonesian Siti Aisyah, 25, report-

edly told a senior diplomat Saturday she had
been paid just 400 ringgit ($90) for her role,
adding she believed she was handling a liquid
like “baby oil”. Her alleged accomplice, Doan Thi
Huong, 28, from Vietnam, told Hanoi officials she
had been tricked into killing Kim and thought she
was taking part in a prank for a comedy video.

Speaking from the Vietnamese village of Quan
Phuong, Huong’s stepmother appealed for a fair
trial.     “I think she was set up.” Nguyen Thi Vy said.
“I don’t believe she was brave enough to do such a
thing.” Police have said one of the women arrested
after the attack fell ill in custody, adding she had
been vomiting. However, both suspects have since
been reported to be healthy.  A third suspect, 46-
year-old North Korean man Ri Jong-Chol, is also
being held. Apandi said whether Ri was charged in
the coming days “depends on the outcome of the
police investigation, which is still ongoing.”

Row over corpse 
North Korea has not acknowledged the iden-

tity of the dead man but has insisted Malaysia
hand over the corpse, and says it does not accept
the findings of an autopsy. Pyongyang has
repeatedly lashed out at Kuala Lumpur over the
investigation into the killing, claiming the
Malaysians are playing politics.  Veteran North
Korean diplomat Ri Tong-Il, deputy envoy to the
United Nations, told reporters outside the
embassy he was there to discuss “the question of

the return of the body of the deceased DPRK
(North Korean) citizen”.  He added the North
Korean delegation would also raise “the question
of the release of the DPRK citizen arrested by
Malaysian police”.  

Malaysia has refused to release the body, with
police saying they are waiting for next-of-kin to
come forward to identify the remains and pro-
vide a DNA sample. Health Minister S
Subramaniam yesterday brushed off suggestions
the body would be handed over.  “We need to
have the definite identity of the person,” he said.
“And the body will be given to the next of kin.”
Malaysia’s previously warm relations with North
Korea have worsened  sharply since the killing,
with Kuala Lumpur warning Pyongyang’s outspo-
ken ambassador on Friday he would be thrown
out of the country if he continues to “spew lies”
over the police investigation.

Earlier yesterday Malaysia said it was shutting
down firms linked to a North Korean front com-
pany which the UN says was selling military
equipment. International Global System and
International Golden Services have been con-
nected to a firm called Glocom, which a United
Nations’ report said was based in Malaysia and
operated by Pyongyang’s intelligence agency.
The UN report said Glocom was selling North
Korean-made military communications equip-
ment to Eritrea, with suppliers in China and an
office in Singapore — AFP 
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HANOI: Japan’s Emperor Akihito (center) and Empress Michiko (right) carry flower
bouquets as they arrive at a hotel in Hanoi yesterday. — AFP 

HANOI: Japan’s emperor arrived in Vietnam
yesterday for a whirlwind tour that will
include a meeting with families of
Japanese soldiers who stayed there after
World War II. The emperor and empress
were received by Vice President Dang Thi
Ngoc Thinh and guards of honor at the
Hanoi airport, where national flags were
displayed. The 83-year-old Akihito and his
wife, Michiko, are on their first visit to the
country, the latest in a series of trips to for-
mer battlegrounds.

“It is our hope that our visit to Vietnam
will contribute to the further development
of the mutual understanding and friendly
relations between our two countries,”
Akihito said earlier at Tokyo’s Haneda air-
port. Akihito and Michiko are scheduled to
visit Hanoi and the former imperial capital
of Hue, according to the official program.
Tomorrow they are set to meet family
members of some of the Japanese soldiers
who stayed in Vietnam after the end of
Japan’s five-year occupation in 1945.

Many of the 700 soldiers joined forces
with Vietnamese revolutionary leader Ho
Chi Minh in his fight for independence
from colonial ruler France. They were
ordered to return home by Japanese
authorities after France was defeated in
1954, but the first wave was not allowed to
bring their Vietnamese wives or children.
Their families were often left in poverty and

faced accusations of treachery for setting
up house with the former enemy.

“This is a very meaningful visit for both
Japan and Vietnam as the emperor, who is
expected to retire soon, shows his deep
sympathy towards people who suffered
from history, even if he can’t apologize,” Yuji
Otabe, professor at Shizuoka University of
Welfare and expert on Japanese modern
history said.  Japan is a leading investor in
rapidly industrializing Vietnam and its top
aid donor. The countries have grown cosy
in recent years as they wage separate mar-
itime disputes with China. 

The alliance is even more important
since the election of US President Donald
Trump which has thrown regional relations
into question, according to Netherlands-
based Vietnam analyst Jonathan London.
“The election of Trump and all the chaos
that that has and continues to generate has
produced a profound destabilizing element
in the region,” he said. 

“Vietnam and Japan are keen to pro-
mote or project greater strength and cer-
tainty about their relationship.” The pair fly
on to Thailand on Sunday to pay respects
to King Vajiralongkorn, who came to the
throne after the death of his father
Bhumibol Adulyadej in October. The tour
comes after Akihito suggested last year he
is ready to step down, citing his age and
increasing frailty. — AFP 
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SINCAN: The biggest trial of suspects
accused of involvement in last year’s failed
July coup opened in Turkey yesterday in a
courtroom specially built to hold more than
1,500 people. Some 330 suspects are being
put on trial in Sincan outside the capital
Ankara, and if convicted, they face multiple
life sentences over their alleged links to the
attempted overthrow of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Over 240 of those named in
the indictment are in custody, state-run news
agency Anadolu reported.

The suspects, many of them from the Polatli
artillery and missile school command in
Ankara, have been charged with murder or
attempted murder. They also stand accused of
attempting to remove the government and
parliament of the Turkish republic or trying to
prevent those institutions from conducting
their work. The case is being heard at Sincan
prison where there was heavy security in place,
with a water cannon truck on site and a drone
flying overhead as families arrived for the hear-
ing. The courtroom-which has space for 1,558
people-was packed with security forces sur-
rounding the suspects as they testified. 

‘Be prepared’ 
The first suspect, a military cadet called

Abdulkadir Kahraman, told the court that on

the night of the coup, troops had been
informed by their commander that there had
been a terror attack and were given ammuni-
tion. Other suspects gave similar statements,
including Arif Ozan Demir who told the court
the commander told them there had been an
attack and that they should “be prepared”.
Ankara has blamed the failed putsch on
Islamic preacher Fethullah Gulen-who lives in
self-imposed exile in the United States-and
his movement.  Turkey has denounced the
movement as a terrorist organization and the
suspects on trial at Sincan are also accused of
belonging to an armed terror group.

The hearing is one of several cases that
opened across the country this month, with
47 people going on trial in the western city of
Mugla on charges of attempting to assassi-
nate Erdogan. 

Until now, the largest had been in the
Aegean city of Izmir where 270 suspects
went on trial late last month, among them
Gulen who was being tried in absentia.
Following the failed putsch, Ankara declared
a state of emergency and began a wide-
spread crackdown, placing more than 43,000
people in pre-trial detention. The state of
emergency remains in place as the trials get
under way in the biggest legal process in the
country’s history. — AFP 
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ANKARA: Turkish soldiers guard at the Sincan Prison in Ankara yesterday during the
trial of suspects accused of involvement in last year’s failed July coup. — AFP 

RANGPUR: Five Islamist extremists who murdered
a Japanese farmer in a drive-by shooting in 2015
were sentenced to death by a Bangladeshi court
yesterday. The sentence on the five members of the
Jamayetul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) was
handed down by a judge who found them guilty of
murdering Kunio Hoshi in October 2015. 

He was one of a number of foreigners to be
murdered in recent years in a campaign which has
battered Bangladesh’s international image.  Judge
Naresh Sarker said the five had killed Hoshi as part
of a “campaign to destabilize the country and
smear its image”.

“It was a premeditated murder,” the judge told
the court in the northern city of Rangpur. Four of
the men were in the court amid heavy security but
one of was sentenced in absentia.  A defense lawyer
said they were disappointed with the verdict and
would appeal to a higher court. The 66-year-old
Hoshi was shot dead by a gunman riding on the
back of a motorbike on a dirt road where he was
working on a project to grow grass for cattle.
Among those sentenced was Masud Rana, the
JMB’s 24-year-old area chief. 

Prosecutors say he fired the fatal shot at Hoshi
near his farm near Rangpur. Chief prosecutor Abdul
Malek said two other people who had helped plan
the attack, including the alleged mastermind
Saddam Hossain, had already been killed in
shootouts with police. “They recced Hoshi’s home
and his movements for days,” Malek said. “It was a
targeted killing aimed at launching an Islamic
movement in the country.”

Muslim convert
Friends of Hoshi revealed after his death that he

had converted to Islam but Malek said the attack-
ers were not aware that he was Muslim. Hoshi was
later buried in a Muslim graveyard in Rangpur. His
killing came just days after the murder of an Italian
aid worker in the capital Dhaka, one of a string of
attacks to be claimed by the Islamic State group.
Although both IS and a branch of Al-Qaeda have
claimed responsibility for many of the attacks, the
government insists the JMB are to blame for most
of them and denies that international jihadist net-
works have a presence in Bangladesh.  

Authorities have also blamed the JMB for the
killing of 20 hostages, including seven Japanese
nationals, during a siege at an upscale cafe in
Dhaka in July last year. The killings of foreigners
such as Hoshi have been a major blow to the inter-
national reputation of Bangladesh, which has been
trying to attract foreign investment to fuel its eco-
nomic growth. Work on Japanese-funded infra-
structure projects such as coal-fired power plants
and a metro system in Dhaka were temporarily
halted after the attack on the cafe last year.    

Analysts say Islamist militants pose a growing
danger in conservative Bangladesh, and a long-
running political crisis has radicalized opponents of
the government. There was no immediate reaction
from the Japanese embassy to yesterday’s judg-
ment, but the prosecutor said embassy officials
have been following the case closely. Bangladesh
prides itself on being a mainly moderate Muslim
country. But the gruesome killings of a series of
atheist bloggers, foreigners and religious minori-
ties have rocked the nation. Since the cafe attack
security forces have launched a nationwide crack-
down on Islamist extremist groups, killing around
50 suspected militants including the founders of a
new JMB faction. — AFP 
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RANGPUR: A convicted Islamist militant is escorted by Bangladesh police outside a court in
Rangpur yesterday, after being handed a death sentence over the 2015 murder of a Japanese
citizen. — AFP 

HYDERABAD: Hundreds of grieving family
and friends tearfully mourned a 32-year-old
engineer in his southern Indian hometown
yesterday after he was killed in an apparently
racially motivated shooting in a crowded
Kansas bar. Tears rolled down the cheeks of
Srinivas Kuchibhotla’s parents, Madhusudhan
Rao and Parvatha Vardhini, as his body was
cremated in Hyderabad, the capital of
Telangana state. Losing a young family mem-
ber is an unbearable pain, said P L Narayana,
his uncle. “It is so cruel. He was such a kind
soul, very friendly. He was so excited that he
and his wife were going to start a family soon.
Now this has happened,” Narayana said.

Kuchibhotla’s mother wailed as the body
was taken for cremation. “I had asked him to
return to India if he was feeling insecure
there. But he used to say he was safe and
secure,” she said. “Now I want my younger
son Sai Kiran and his family to come back
for good. I will not allow them to go back,”
she said. “My son had gone there in search
of a better future. What crime did he com-
mit?” His father Madhusudhan Rao was
more philosophical. “I believe in destiny.
Whatever was destined has happened.” He
added, “Now I want the US government to
take care of the security of our Indians who
are working there.”

An Indian External Affairs Ministry state-
ment said yesterday that the US government
and senior authorities in Kansas “have pro-
actively responded to the unfortunate death
of Srinivas Kuchibhotla.’” “It is important to

note that the US authorities are engaged with
us on the larger concern regarding safety of
Indians in the US, a matter which continues to
receive the government’s top priority,” the
statement said. Kuchibhotla’s body reached
Hyderabad from Newark, NJ, on Monday
night. His widow, Sunaina Dumala, looking
dazed, and his brother, Sai Kiran, who studies
in the United States, came by the same flight.

Hours later, the flower-laden body was tak-
en in an open carriage from his home to the
crematorium in Jubilee Hills area where it was
placed on a wooden pyre and lit as part of
Hindu last rites. 

According to witnesses, the gunman
yelled “get out of  my countr y ” at
Kuchibhotla and Alok Madasani before he
opened f ire at  Austin’s  Bar and Gri l l  in
Olathe, Kansas, a suburb of Kansas City, on
Wednesday evening. Both men had come to
the US from India to study and worked as
engineers at GPS-maker Garmin.

Madasani and another bar patron were
injured. Adam Purinton of Olathe was arrest-
ed at a bar in Missouri and remains jailed on
murder and attempted murder charges. The
bartender there told an emergency dispatch-
er that the suspect admitted he shot two peo-
ple but described them as Iranian. India’s
Information and Broadcasting Minister M
Venkaiah Naidu, who visited the bereaved
family over the weekend, strongly con-
demned the attack. “Such incidents should
not happen in one of the oldest democracies
of the world,” he said. — AP 

Indian hometown grieves for 

engineer killed in Kansas bar


