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Crime
R e p o r t

Unionist beaten,

building raided

Home robbery
A thief broke into a house in Fahaheel and stole jew-

elry worth KD 6,200. The family members discovered
the robbery after returning home from their chalet. A
complaint was filed at the area’s police station, and
investigations are ongoing.

Smuggling attempt
Airport customs officers arrested an Ethiopian

woman for attempting to smuggle one kilogram of qat
in a plastic container. She was sent to concerned
authorities.

Many Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states built
artificial islands in project that earned them mil-
lions of dollars in returns. Meanwhile, we neg-

lect investing in seven natural islands, and waste thou-
sands of job opportunities that could have been provid-
ed for Kuwaitis in such investments. The Amiri Diwan
recently announced its supervision of building the new
Justice Palace (Courts Complex). It had previously super-
vised other projects like Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center
and the Shaheed Park.

This in fact is phenomenally new and a negative
indictor about the performance of ministers and min-
istries that have been devouring much of the state’s
budget without achieving much. Some undersecretaries
are even fighting for more media exposure and to
demonstrate achievements that could be done by a
director. MP Rakan Al-Nisf was right in inquiring about
the supervision on the Amiri Diwan projects after the
partial fire at Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center.
Constitutionally, ministers can be questioned, and the
fire brought about accountability in any future incidents. 

This phenomena means so much, including the fact

that ministers have become a financial burden to the
state budget. They are merely senior officials, but ones
who have no real productivity. It also means that min-
istries have become worthless in terms of development.
The best proof to this is the suffocating traffic conges-
tions. Ministers responsible for construction would be
extremely embarrassed if asked about their ineffective
roles in the process. The people are absolutely right in
such inquiries because ministers failed to execute the
state’s vital projects in time and according to the said
cost. The best examples of this are the Jaber Hospital
and Shadadiya University. 

We often hear about dismissing ministers who fail to
do their jobs in neighboring GCC states while our dis-
missed ministers step down leaving the problems in
their ministries unsolved. What can be more hilarious
than this? I am talking about the results of the grilling
against former information minister Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, which talked the issues of sports and
media. The cost of reforming ministries is huge and
socio-politically painful. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Ministers’ responsibility

Al-Jarida

The most common topic currently discussed
in Kuwaiti diwaniyas is that of corruption
spreading throughout the country, its differ-

ent forms, subpar performance in government
departments and delay in executing various trans-
actions regardless of the amount, registration of
documents, construction license, commercial
license or even recruitment. 

People have been meeting and discussing such
topics regularly though it is turning out to be more
disgusting than provocative. People have been
complaining but nobody is listening. Officials seem
to have skins that cannot be pierced. The reason
behind this is the government’s weakness, its bad
selection of cabinet members and being not com-
pletely committed to law enforcement. 

Before issuing the constitution in 1962, we
used to have norms and traditions governing
and regulating relations with the people. Those
who violated them used to be cast off and pun-
ished, like when supplies were stolen during
World War II by some employees. They were
arrested and led hand- cuffed in a parade
through the market to be disgraced. It is even
said that when they walked past the late Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, he stood up and
chased after them with his shoe in hand. 

Now, after issuing the 1962 constitution, we
have turned into a state governed by laws regulat-
ing the relation among individuals and among
public authorities. The main authority responsible
for law enforcement is the executive authority;
that is the cabinet under the supervision and mon-
itoring of the legislative authority. It is also the
responsibility of the civil community institutions
such as the free press and various publications and
social media networks.

Unfortunately, due to submission and yielding
interests, the government has become a basic
player in terms of disrespecting the law. Very few
ministers were brave enough to show commitment
to the law, such as my colleague Meshari Al-Anjeri
on phrasing the ministers court law, Adel Al-Sabeeh
on the oil tankers’ issue, Abdul Aziz Al-Ibrahim in
not yielding to MPs’ unlawful demands, Abdul
Mohen Al-Med’ej in rejecting the Capital Markets
Authority law’s amendments, Ahmad Baqer on
referring the wholesale bullies to court and Abdul
Rahman Al-Houti on Al-Khairan Project as the
largest acquisition process in Kuwait’s history. 

There might be other names but rarely any min-
ister places their resignation due to violating laws
and making the right decisions. Kuwait’s real dilem-
ma is the government’s lack of respect to the law. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Our govt and lack

of commitment to law

Al-Jarida

By Abdullah Al-Naibari 

KUWAIT: Seven people stormed the building of Kuwait
Trade Union Federation and beat up its administrative
director, then destroyed the contents of his office and stole
seals and union papers before escaping. The union’s
President Nasser Al-Otaibi said that he received a call from
the director saying that the thieves forced him to hand
over the keys to the offices and drawers at the building
after assaulting him physically. The suspects stole docu-
ments related to the union’s upcoming elections. Police
were informed about the incident.

By Mudaffar Abdullah Fight under control
Thirteen juveniles got into a fight on the national day,

using knives and batons to attack each other. Police arrest-
ed eight of them and sent them to the juvenile prosecution
department. Meanwhile, detectives are looking for the rest. 

Al-ANBAA

Keep your country clean...

Fugitives at large
The Interior Ministry issued a circular containing the

descriptions of two men, Kuwaiti  and Syrian,  who
escaped from a police station located in an Ahmadi gov-
ernorate area. Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary for
General Security Major General Ibrahim Al-Tarrah ordered
negligence charges to be pressed against a policeman
who was assigned to guard the suspects. Ahmadi detec-
tives were given instructions to arrest the two as soon as
possible. — Translated from the Arabic press

Escalations

KUWAIT: To mark the occasion of both
Kuwait’s National Day and Liberation Day,
falling on 25th and 26th February respective-
ly, Kuwait Airways, the official national carrier
of the State of Kuwait, has paid tribute to the
nation with a two-minute long TV commercial
(TVC) highlighting the source of national
pride and inspiration - the indomitable spirit
of the Kuwaiti people. The two-minute long
TV spot was previewed on Kuwait Airways’
YouTube channel (15th February), before
debuting on local and regional TV channels
the following day. 

With a twist on the inspirational maxim
that  “ the  sk y  i s  the  l imit ”,  the  Kuwait
Airways ad has, somewhat understandably,
adopted an aviation-related twist  with
‘Samana Kuwaitiya;’ loosely translating as
‘the sky is ours!’

Commenting on reasons for the ad,
Haneen Al-Fulaij, Head of Strategic Planning,
Kuwait Airways, said: “The inspiration for the
ad was drawn from the Kuwaiti people them-
selves. As such, the concept was to take a
snapshot of the daily life of four genuine, indi-
vidual success stories. That is to say, the four
Kuwaitis who appear in the ad are not actors;
they are four individual Kuwaitis who repre-

sent a cross-section of the nation’s individual
and collective brilliance and their journey
towards success.”

Following the storylines of the four
Kuwaitis, all of whom have achieved success in
their chosen field of work or vocation, the
TVC’s producers say that by highlighting indi-
viduals who demonstrate what is possible, this
translates into inspiration for others - the
nation as a whole - to feel inspired to achieve
further success. This is symbolized nicely, at
the end of the TVC, with all of the individuals
meeting together at the Kuwait “Opera House”
or the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Centre
(JACC) - a proud architectural monument and
modern symbol of Kuwait. 

The four individuals in the TVC are: Maha
Beidoun, a trainee First Officer and the second
female commercial pilot to work for Kuwait
Airways; Capt. Mohammed Al-Ghareeb, a ten-
nis player who holds the record for the num-
ber of times representing Kuwait, in the Davis
Cup; Dr Nasser Abulhassan, an architect with a
PhD from Harvard, who set up AGI
Architecture 10 years ago, with offices in both
Kuwait and Madrid, and employs many other
Kuwaitis in this field; and Faisal Al-Nashmi,
Chef and Restaurateur of ‘St. (Street) Al-

Makkan’ and ‘Table Otto.’ Not content to pro-
duce a stunningly impactful homage to the
Kuwaiti nation, which was filmed on location
and courtesy of both JACC and Al-Shaheed
Park, Kuwait Airways sought out the presti-
gious talents of Kuwaiti poet, Bader Boursely,
to write the voice over. This, in turn, was deliv-
ered in the inimitable tones of Suad Abdullah.

In addition to the two-minute T VC, a
shorter, one-minute version was created for
social media audiences. Additional material
that also can be seen online includes one-on-
one interviews with the four individuals who
star in the ad; each explaining their own indi-
vidual journey and how their love for Kuwait
was a part of the inspiration that drove their
success. With Kuwait Airways enjoying a
revival of fortunes, in 2016, it is also clear that
the new Kuwait Airways TVC takes on its own
view of the success of a nation rising out of
the sum of its parts.

The TVC ran from February15th, contin-
ued over the National Day and Liberation
days weekend, up until the end of February.
The online versions can still be accessed on
any of Kuwait Airways’ social media plat-
forms, including: YouTube, Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.

Kuwait Airways celebrates National,

Liberation days with TV commercial
‘Samana Kuwaitiya’ celebrates nation’s individual, collective spirit 


