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MPs insist on scrapping 

power, fuel price hikes
Assembly to study nationality law amendments 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition MPs said yesterday they will press
ahead in passing legislation to scrap recent increases in
fuel prices and the planned rise in electricity and water
charges despite the government’s rejection. MP Riyadh
Al-Adasani said the next phase is very critical and there is
an urgent need to pass a law to scrap all the increases,
especially the hike in petrol prices and the law increasing
power and water tariffs.

The Assembly’s financial and economic affairs commit-
tee approved two weeks ago legislation calling to revert
petrol prices to the pre-September increase and nullify
the power and water price increase law due to come in
force in May this year. The draft law stipulates that the
government cannot increase petrol prices without a law
from the National Assembly. Power charges are due to
increase several-fold if the law passed by the previous
pro-government Assembly is allowed to be implemented.

The new comments by Adasani came after reports that
the government plans to send a letter to the Assembly
stating that its planned action against price hikes is
unconstitutional. Adasani said the government must be
prevented from financing the budget deficit from the
pockets of citizens, and the government must stop squan-
dering public funds first. He said that applying the power
and water price hike will sharply increase the prices of
most commodities and services, especially in the medical
field, local products and many consumer and construc-
tion products.

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari said a majority of proposals
and draft laws sent to the legislative committee by law-
makers are in line with the constitution, adding that the 

Continued on Page13

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Coinciding with the national celebrations,
the Ministry of Interior began issuing new electronic
passports to Kuwaiti citizens yesterday. This was
announced during a press conference held yesterday
at the General Department for Residency Affairs.
Undersecretary for Passport Affairs Maj Gen Sheikh
Mazen Al-Jarrah said issuance of the new electronic
passports is one of the ministry’s projects to keep
pace with technological developments. “This project
aims to provide electronic services to citizens and an
electronic passport according to international techni-
cal standards,” he said.

The new passport has been designed according to
the highest safety standards after studying offers
from major companies. “The final design of the elec-
tronic passport includes a smart chip, the same as the
one used in other international passports. A local
team from the interior ministry is responsible for pro-
gramming the smart chip that includes the personal
data of the holder including fingerprints and elec-
tronic signature, in order to protect the passport. The
airport is already equipped with readers for this pass-
port, while the ministry is still placing readers at land
ports,” added Sheikh Mazen.  

The electronic signature and fingerprints are
required for those older than 12. 
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MoI starts issuing new e-passports

KUWAIT: (From left) Director of the General Department for Nationality and Passports Brig Yousef Al-Snayin,
Undersecretary for Passport Affairs Maj Gen Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah, Director of the General Department of
Information Systems Maj Gen Ali Al-Muaili and Director of the Security Media and Public Relations
Department Brig Adel Al-Hashash are seen during a press conference yesterday. — Photo by Joseph Shagra


