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LONDON: Petra Kvitova still has not regained full
strength in her left hand, the one she uses to swing a
tennis racket so well that she won Wimbledon twice -
and the one that was stabbed by an intruder at her
home in the Czech Republic late last year.

Just seven months after that attack, Kvitova some-
how carries the status of the closest thing to a
favorite at the All England Club, where play in the
grass-court Grand Slam tournament begins Monday.

Not that she’s all that concerned, understand-
ably, with others’ thoughts about whether she can
add to the trophies she clutched at Wimbledon in
2011 and 2014 .

“I don’t see it like that,” Kvitova said in an email

to The Associated Press. “I am just happy to be back
on the court and that’s it,” she said. “I will be focus-
ing on myself and not thinking any further than my
first match.”

Simply competing these days is an accomplish-
ment in itself for someone who initially was told
there was a possibility it might never happen again.
All five fingers on her left hand were injured in the
late December knifing, and she needed surgery.

“There was definitely doubt in my mind that I
would ever be able to play again, because that’s what
some of the doctors were saying,” Kvitova said. “But
the more I heard people doubting if I could come
back, the more it motivated me. I wanted to prove

people wrong and I love challenges, so I think that’s
what kept me going through the recovery process.”

LAST MINUTE DECISION
The 27-year-old Kvitova, who has been ranked as

high as No. 2 and is seeded 11th at Wimbledon, only
began practicing a couple of weeks before the
French Open started in May. She made a last-minute
decision to enter the clay-court major and wound up
winning her opening match, then losing her next.

In her comeback’s second tournament, last week
on grass at Birmingham, England, Kvitova earned the
title, beating Ashleigh Barty 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 in the final
with the help of 13 aces. —AP

Still without full strength, Kvitova favorite to win

BRISBANE: Australian boxer Jeff Horn trains in front of the public in a mall in Brisbane, Australia, yesterday. Horn
is preparing for his WBO welterweight world title bout against Filipino Manny Pacquiao on Sunday, July 2. —AP 

BRISBANE:  Manny Pacquiao kept a low profile, apparently at the
insistence of local police, leaving opponent Jeff Horn to entertain a
bigger crowd at his downtown practice session than he’s attracted for
previous fights.

Pacquiao, the 11-time world champion, is putting his WBO welter-
weight world title belt on the line on Sunday at Suncorp Stadium,
where he’s a hot favorite to register his 60th professional win.

On a previous visit to promote the “Battle of Brisbane,” Pacquiao
was mobbed by adoring fans in an unexpected rush at an impromptu
public appearance. So local organizers said they took advice from
Queensland state police to give the senator from the Philippines time
off from promotional activities Thursday while Horn appeared for a
light practice session in a makeshift ring near the Queens Street Mall,
reveling in the attention of hundreds of spectators enjoying a sunny
lunch break. “For safety purposes, Manny won’t be here today,” Duco
Events director Dean Lonergan said. “We took that on advice from
Queensland police.”

Pacquiao’s camp got his point across to local fans on Wednesday,
anyway, when his legendary long-time trainer Freddie Roach predict-
ed the fight would be “short and sweet” and that somebody would
get knocked out.

Pacquiao (59-6-2) had the last of his 38 knockout wins in 2009, but
he said he’s been working harder in preparation for this fight than he
has in years. He has knocked down sparring partners, Roach said, and
had to be forced to stop in some sessions because he was working
too much.

Horn’s promotors have accused Pacquiao’s backers of not taking
the fight seriously enough, accusing the 38-year-old Filipino of
already talking about a potential rematch with Floyd Mayweather and
of being disrespectful during a news conference by texting on his cell

phone. But Pacquiao is used to the pre-match games, and says he
likes nothing better than to take on an opponent on their home soil
and in front of a big crowd. They’ll have that for the afternoon, out-
door fight. Lonergan said more than 47,000 tickets had already been
sold - already almost 10,000 more than the Australian record for box-
ing - and they were on track to top 50,000. The fight is also tracking to
sell more pay per views than any other in the Australian market, and
the live ESPN broadcast could reach an estimated 95 million US
homes on Saturday night.

The odds-makers aren’t giving Horn, a 29-year-old former school-
teacher who is unbeaten in 17 professional fights, much of a chance
against a seasoned, eight-division world champion.

But in and around his public skipping and shadow boxing ses-
sions, Horn said he was bigger (he still needs to shed 3 kilograms to -
6.6 pounds - make the weight), younger and had what it takes to beat
Pacquiao. Since losing the megafight to Mayweather in April 2015,
Pacquiao has rebounded to beat highly rated Tim Bradley and - after
briefly flirting with retirement - Jessie Vargas.

Horn said he moves better than Vargas and will be a tougher
option for Pacquiao. “I haven’t pictured what punch ... is going to hap-
pen,” Horn said. “All I’ve pictured for myself is my hand raised and that
belt around my waist. “I’m not going to say I’m going to knock him
out, but I can win this.” Horn has had 10 wins over top 15 world-rated
opponents and his 16-0-1 record includes 11 knockouts. But none of
those rivals have been anywhere close to Pacquiao’s caliber.

Still, when asked if he had the punch to knock out Pacquiao, Horn
didn’t miss a beat. “Definitely,” he said. “If I can land the right shot on
Manny Pacquiao. He will go to sleep. “I don’t say that disrespectfully
as in ‘I’m definitely going to knock Manny Pacquioa out.’ But if  I land
that shot, he’s going to go down.” —AP

Pacquiao keeps low profile as 
Horn gets louder ahead of fight

BOXING

Federer backs injured 
Murray to recover 

for Wimbledon
LONDON: Roger Federer expects Andy Murray to defend
the Wimbledon title despite his hip injury scare, but he
warned the world number one not to play through the pain
if he is seriously hurt.  Murray’s fitness has become a major
issue ahead of the start of Wimbledon on Monday after the
Scot was forced to pull out of two grass-court exhibition
matches at the Hurlingham Club this week.

The two-time Wimbledon winner withdrew from facing
Lucas Pouille on Tuesday due to his sore hip, then opted
not to take part in his scheduled practice session on
Wednesday.

Yesterday, Murray revealed he wouldn’t play his second
exhibition today because he wanted to continue resting his
hip.  With Wimbledon just days away, Murray’s fitness woes

have sparked fears he might miss
the tournament. But as the
defending champion, Murray has
the honour of opening proceed-
ings on Wimbledon’s Centre
Court next week and Federer
believes the 30-year-old will be
there for the start of the tourna-
ment.

“We’re talking like he’s in hos-
pital almost. It seems like he

can’t walk no more,” Federer told reporters at a Laver Cup
launch in Wimbledon on Thursday.  “The way I know Andy,
he is tough as nails. I feel like he will be there on opening
Monday.

“There are injuries and injuries. He would have to be seri-
ously injured not to play.

“For me if he can be get through the first round and feel
better after he should play. I expect him to play.”

While Federer is confident top seed Murray will be ready
to feature at the All England Club, the seven-time
Wimbledon champion acknowledged it would be foolish to
play if he doesn’t believe he is fit enough to make it
through the gruelling two-week tournament.

“You would need to feel like you could play for 14 days, if
you feel you can only play one match it isn’t good enough,”
Federer said.  “Going over the best-of-five sets over two
weeks, only the tough ones will survive, it will flush you out.
“You need to feel confident in your body otherwise what’s
the point.  “The world is watching, the defending champion
opening the court is a big deal.

“Because it’s a big deal you want to feel as close to 100
percent as possible.” 

‘ABSOLUTELY AMAZED’ 
Even if Murray is fit enough to play, he goes into

Wimbledon desperately short of time on grass after suf-
fering a shock Queen’s Club first-round defeat against
Australian world number 90 Jordan Thompson.  But
Federer says Murray is experienced enough on grass to
be able to quickly adapt to the unique demands on the
surface.  “Yes sure, it’s ideal is to win everything before-
hand and to feel great in practice, but the most impor-
tant thing for him is to get through the first week,”
Federer said. —AFP
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