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An R2-D2 droid that was used in several "Star Wars" films has
sold at auction for nearly $3 million. The auction house
Profiles in History said the 43-inch tall unit that was com-

piled from parts used throughout filming of the original trilogy
sold for $2.76 million at an auction Wednesday. There was no
information about who purchased the droid, which was the most
expensive item offered in a movie memorabilia auction that
included numerous props from the "Star Wars" franchise. Other
items up for sale included Luke Skywalker's lightsaber from the
first two films, which sold for $450,000 and Darth Vader's helmet
from the original film sold for $96,000.

The Calabasas, California-based Profiles in History had estimat-
ed the droid could fetch up to $2 million before Wednesday's
sale. Other space-themed film and television memorabilia was
also for sale, with a collection of 23 ships from "Battlestar
Galactica" and "Buck Rogers" sold for $1.8 million. A helmet worn
by late actor Bill Paxton on the set of "Aliens" sold for $51,000. Not
all the items that sold were out of this world. The lighted dance-
floor from "Saturday Night Fever" sold for $1.2 million." — AP

R2-D2 droid used in Star Wars films sells for $2.76m

This 2017 photo provided by Profiles in History shows an R2-
D2 droid pieced together over several years from different
props used in the first five Star Wars movies. — AP photos

This 2017 photo provided by Profiles in History shows a
light saber used by Mark Hamill's Luke Skywalker char-

acter in the movies "Star Wars" and "Star Wars: The
Empire Strikes Back" that will be among several Star

Wars-related items up for auction on June 26-28, 2017,
by the auction house in Calabasas, Calif. 

Wednesday was the last day of School for New York City
public school students, but students in the rigorous
Ballet Tech dance program will be back for a four-week

summer session July 10. Ballet Tech was founded by choreogra-
pher Eliot Feld to provide tuition-free dance training along with
academics. The school is a full-service Public School for Dance in
grades four through eight, with about 50 fourth-graders admitted

each year out of the thousands who audition. Many of the stu-
dents travel from the Bronx or Queens to attend the school near
Union Square in Manhattan.

High school students continue studying dance at Ballet Tech
while taking academic classes at the Professional Performing Arts
School in midtown Manhattan, a selective public high school.
Some Ballet Tech alumni have gone on to careers in dance.

Graduate Spartak Hoxha, for instance, is a member of New York
City Ballet's corps de ballet. Ballet Tech students perform at the
Kids Dance series at the Joyce Theater in Manhattan's Chelsea
neighborhood each June. — AP

Students soar at rigorous dance school

High school students at Ballet Tech rehearse "The Jig Is Up," at the Joyce Theater in New York.  — AP photos

Middle school students at Ballet Tech rehearse "Meshugana
Dance," the day before starting four days of performances at
the Joyce Theater in New York.

Jordan Miles and Asia You, tenth grade dance students at
Ballet Tech, perform "The Jig Is Up," with schoolmates at the
Joyce Theater in New York. 


