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WASHINGTON: Republican donors paid
$35,000 apiece to hear familiar a message
from President Donald Trump: The media,
particularly CNN, keep trying to take him
down, and yet Republicans just keep on
winning elections. He noted with pride
that his party had won four special elec-
tions this year. The president was whisked
a few blocks from the White House to the
Trump International Hotel, his name-
branded Washington venue, for an
evening of hobnobbing behind closed
doors Wednesday with major party finan-
ciers, including Las Vegas casino mogul
Steve Wynn.

One attendee stood out: Nevada Sen.
Dean Heller, part of a small group of
Republicans whose objections just a day
earlier had doomed - at least for now - the
Senate’s effort to repeal and replace
President Barack Obama’s health care law.
Trump did not single out Heller, but Wynn,
the lead fundraiser for the Republican
National Committee, gently jabbed him by
urging all Republicans to come together to
support the president’s agenda.

Breaking with tradition 
Breaking with the tradition of his pred-

ecessor, Trump barred reporters from the
event, despite an announcement earlier in
the day that a pool of reporters would be
allowed inside. Two people in the room,
demanding anonymity to discuss a private
event, relayed the messages given by
Trump and Wynn. “It’s a political event,
and they’ve chosen to keep that separate,”
White House deputy press secretary Sarah
Huckabee Sanders said when asked why
the event was closed to the media.

Trump’s first re-election fundraiser
comes some 40 months ahead of Election
Day. Joined by first lady Melania Trump
and top advisers, he held court for about

two hours at an event attended by about
300 people that raised more than $10 mil-
lion. The money is to be spread among
Trump’s campaign, the RNC and other
GOP entities.

Security was tight at the hotel, where
guests in long gowns and crisp suits began
arriving around 5 pm But the event also
drew critics. The president’s motorcade
was greeted by dozens of protesters, who
hoisted signs with slogans like “Health care,
not tax cuts” and chanted “Shame!
Shame!” Among the event’s guests:
Longtime GOP fundraiser-turned television
commentator Mica Mosbacher and Florida
lobbyist and party financier Brian Ballard.

The Trump International Hotel has
become a place to see - and be seen - by
current and former Trump staffers, lobby-
ists, journalist and tourists. Several
Washington figures of considerable influ-
ence popped into the lobby even though
they didn’t plan to attend the fundraiser in
an adjacent ballroom. Trump’s decision to
hold a fundraiser at his own hotel has
raised issues about his continued financial
interest in the companies he owns.

Business interests 
Unlike previous presidents who have

divested from their business holdings or
interests before taking office, Trump
moved his global business empire assets
into a trust that he can take control of at
any time. That means that when his prop-
erties - including his Washington hotel - do
well, he stands to make money.

Trump technically leases the hotel from
the General Services Administration, and
profits are supposed to go to an account
of the corporate entity that holds the
lease, Trump Old Post Office LLC. It
remains unclear what might happen to
any profits from the hotel after Trump

leaves office, or whether they will be trans-
ferred to Trump at that time.

Under campaign finance rules, neither
the hotel nor the Trump Organization that
operates it can donate the space for politi-
cal fundraisers. It must be rented at fair-
market value and paid for by the Trump
campaign, the RNC or both. Although this
was Trump’s first major-donor event, his
re-election campaign has been steadily
raising money since the day he was inau-
gurated, mostly through small donations
and the sale of Trump-themed merchan-
dise such as the ubiquitous, red “Make
America Great Again” ball caps.  The cam-
paign raised about $7 million in the first
three months of the year, according to
Federal Election Commission reports.

The RNC also is benefiting from the
new president’s active campaigning, hav-
ing raised about $62 million through the
end of last month. The party has raised
more online this year than it did in all of
2016 - a testament to Trump’s success in
reaching small donors. Trump’s re-elec-
tion money helps pay for his political ral-
lies. He’s held five so far, and campaign
director Michael Glassner says those
events help keep him connected to his
base of voters.

The constant politicking, however,
means it is challenging for government
employees to avoid inappropriately cross-
ing ethical lines. Some watchdog groups
have flagged White House employee
tweets that veer into campaign territory.
White House spokeswoman Lindsay
Walters says the employees work closely
with lawyers to avoid pitfalls. Walters also
says the White House takes care to make
sure that Trump’s political events and trav-
el - including the Wednesday fundraiser -
are paid for by the campaign and other
political entities. —AP 
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WASHINGTON: Protesters hold signs and an effigy of US President Donald Trump as he arrives at the Trump
International hotel in Washington, DC, on June 28, 2017 to attend a fundraiser for his 2020 campaign. —AFP

New Korea leader 

looks for common 

goals with Trump
WASHINGTON: South Korea’s new leader vowed to stand firmly
with US President Donald Trump against North Korea, playing
down his past advocacy of a softer approach toward the
nuclear-armed nation as he made his first visit as president to
Washington. President Moon Jae-in offered an emotional tribute
Wednesday to Marines who fought in a fierce battle in the
Korean War that helped in the mass evacuation of Korean civil-
ians, including his own parents. Moon said that without those
American sacrifices, he would not be here today.

“Together we will achieve the dismantlement of North
Korea’s nuclear program, peace on the Korean Peninsula and
eventually peace in Northeast Asia,” Moon said, after laying a
wreath at a Marine Corps base in Quantico, Virginia, as he began
his first overseas trip since taking office last month. A monu-
ment at Quantico commemorates the 1950 Battle of Chosin
Reservoir, when heavily outnumbered American forces fought a
rearguard action against advancing Chinese communist troops
that bought time for about 100,000 Korean civilians to be
shipped out to safety - 14,000 of them on a single vessel that fer-
ried out Moon’s parents. Moon was born in South Korea in 1953.

Moon was underscoring his personal commitment to the
US-South Korean alliance in the face of questions over whether
his inclination toward engagement with North Korea despite
its rapidly advancing nuclear capability could lead to strains in
relations with Washington. Moon’s conservative predecessor,
who was impeached in a bribery scandal, took a hard line
toward North Korea, similar to Trump. Despite Moon’s softer
stance, the North’s rapid tempo of missile tests has continued,
deepening US fears that the American mainland could soon be
within range.

‘All options’
Trump’s national security adviser, HR McMaster, said

Wednesday that the US is preparing “all options” for North
Korea, “because the president has made clear to us that he will
not accept a nuclear power in North Korea and a threat that can
target the United States.” The talks between Moon and Trump,
which begin with dinner and then formal talks today, come
amid intense wrangling over North Korea.

China is pushing the United States to start negotiations
with the North. That prospect appears unlikely as Trump grows
frustrated over Beijing’s level of economic pressure on the
North, its wayward ally. North Korea shows no sign of wanting
to restart talks on abandoning its nuclear weapons program.
Although Moon hopes to forge a personal bond with Trump,
there’s little in common between them: one a brash American
tycoon-turned-populist president, the other a former human
rights lawyer who received an elite education but opted for
grassroots activism.

Moon sought to allay concerns over differences with Trump
in interviews before his visit. He described his approach to the
North as consistent with the US administration strategy of “max-
imum pressure and engagement.” The White House is also play-
ing down differences. Moon told The Washington Post that
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is “unreasonable” and “very
dangerous” and that pressure was necessary. But Moon said
sanctions alone would not solve the problem, and dialogue was
needed “under the right conditions.”

Six prominent former US officials, including former Defense
Secretary William Perry and former Secretary of State George
Shultz, on Wednesday also called for dialogue. They wrote to
Trump, urging him to establish communication with North
Korea “to avoid a nuclear catastrophe.” Missile defense is anoth-
er contentious topic. 

Full deployment 
Earlier this month, Moon surprised US officials by delaying

the full deployment of a US system intended to protect South
Korea and the 28,000 US forces based there against North
Korean missiles. Seoul’s previous government supported the
deployment despite local opposition and Chinese objections.
Moon’s government has ordered an environmental review
before allowing additional launchers for the Terminal High-
Altitude Area Defense system (THAAD). South Korean officials
say that does not mean they are placating China or reversing the
decision, which risks angering Washington. —AP


