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BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
appeared headed for a collision course with
US President Donald Trump yesterday after
vowing to make a stand next week for cli-
mate protection and open markets at what is
expected to be the most fractious G20 sum-
mit in years.

Merkel said that discussions at the July 7-
8 gathering of world leaders in Hamburg
would be difficult given Trump’s climate
scepticism and “America First” stance, but
that she was determined to seek a clear com-
mitment for the Paris accord against global
warming and a pledge against protection-
ism. When Trump announced in early June
he would withdraw from the Paris deal, “we
knew that we could not expect discussions
to be easy” at the G20 summit, Merkel told
the German parliament.

“The differences are obvious and it would
be dishonest to try to cover that up. That I
won’t do,” she said, adding that the US exit
from the 2015 Paris pact had made Europe
“more determined than ever” to make the
accord a success. Without naming names,
she also warned that “those who think that
the problems of this world can be solved
with isolationism or protectionism are terri-
bly wrong” and pledged to seek a “clear sig-
nal for open markets and against sealing off”
at the summit. 

Trump’s divergent stance has left
Western allies struggling to find a common
front for the G20 gathering-unlike previous
summits, when differences were drawn
along global north-south and east-west
lines. With Russian President Vladimir Putin,

Turkey’s Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Saudi
Arabia’s King Salman in the volatile mix for
the power meet, the list of potential mine-
field issues also includes the Syrian war, the
Ukraine conflict and the diplomatic shut-
out of Qatar.

Trump’s anti-immigration stance has also
emboldened many of the EU’s ex-communist
members in the east, which have staunchly
opposed Merkel’s pleas to accept larger
shares of the refugees who have flocked to
Europe. With the fault lines multiplying,
Merkel was to meet with her western
European allies later Thursday to draw up a
common battle strategy.

European cohesion 
“Merkel has called a summit between

Europeans because there is a problem with
the relationship with Trump,” said a diplo-
matic source, speaking on condition of
anonymity. “It’s necessary to ensure
European cohesion because within the G20,
it’s complicated.” Besides the transatlantic
differences, “there is also a new European
division growing between east and west,”
noted Jean-Dominique Giuliani, president of
the Foundation Robert Schuman, a Paris-
based think-tank.

The problems were buried when wealthi-
er EU members supported the east with
“financial flows towards central and eastern
Europe”, he said, adding that “they are reap-
pearing again on the question of refugees”.
Threatening to deepen divisions, Trump will
head to Warsaw for a summit of central and
eastern European leaders, likely to include

Hungary’s hardline Prime Minister Viktor
Orban, a day ahead of the G20. European
affairs journal Eurativ warned that “as some
EU countries shun him and others welcome
him with open arms, Trump could become
the wedge that drives the Union apart”.

‘France is back’ 
Even Merkel’s European guests-the lead-

ers of G20 members France, Britain and Italy,
as well as of invited countries the
Netherlands, Spain and Norway-have very
different relationships with Trump. Britain’s
Theresa May, who is leading her country out
of the EU, has been derided at home for
seeking to curry favor with the US leader,
after she invited him for a state visit that
sparked a national outcry.

French President Emmanuel Macron, who
had been dubbed an anti-Trump by some
with his strong pushback against Trump’s cli-
mate stance, this week invited the US presi-
dent to attend July 14 Bastille Day celebra-
tions. “With Macron, France is back, there is a
re-balancing that was necessary with the
relationship with Germany,” Giuliani said.

Ahead of the meeting, German Foreign
Minister Sigmar Gabriel said it was impor-
tant for Europe to face up to the US confi-
dently. “The German government does not
have an anti-US strategy, but in America,
there are strategists who are planning an
anti-Europe, anti-German agenda,” he said.
“We do not want to forcefully separate the
US from Europe. But what we don’t want
either is to appear like an appendage of US
policies.” —AFP
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BERLIN: Demonstrators of the Avaaz campaign protest against the climate policy of US President Donald
Trump as they wear masks of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, French President Emmanuel Macron,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Chinese President Xi Jinping and European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker, from left, prior to a gathering of European leaders on the upcoming G-20 summit in the
chancellery. —AP

Venezuela looking 

to fend off ‘coup’ 
CARACAS: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro vowed yes-
terday to fend off what he called a coup attempt after a rogue
cop allegedly dropped grenades from a helicopter in an attack
the opposition and analysts said could be a hoax. The socialist
president put the military on alert after the attack, a potentially
dramatic escalation of the violence gripping the oil-rich South
American country. The death toll rose by two more
Wednesday to 79 in three months of daily street protests
against Maduro, blamed for a crisis marked by shortages of
food, medicine and other basics.

Maduro blamed the chopper attack on Oscar Perez, a police
pilot-turned-actor who appeared in a video online claiming
that he and other officers were launching an “aerial deploy-
ment” to push Maduro to quit. Beyond his police work, Perez
has acted in a Venezuelan action film, “Suspended Death,” and
has posted photographs on social media of himself posing
with weapons. “We are a coalition of military, police and civil-
ian public servants...  opposed to this transitional, criminal gov-
ernment,” said Perez, flanked by four masked figures in black,
two of them holding rifles.

Army on alert 
Maduro has for months been fending off calls for elections

to replace him, from opponents who blame him for a desper-
ate economic crisis that has sparked hunger and deadly vio-
lence. He so far retains the public backing of the military high
command-a factor that analysts say is decisive if he is to remain
in power. Venezuela has seen three attempted military coups
since 1992.

Maduro said no one was hurt in the helicopter attack, but
branded it a “terrorist attack,” part of an “escalation” by right-
wing “coup” plotters. “I have activated the entire armed forces
to defend the peace,” he said in remarks broadcast from the
presidential palace. Vice-President Tareck El-Aissami said later
that the helicopter used in the attack had been found in Osma,
a town near Caracas. No arrests had been made, he added.
Photos circulating on social media showed a helicopter flying
over Caracas as explosions were heard. In the video published
by Venezuelan media, Perez called on Maduro to resign and for
early elections to be held. Maduro said Perez had served as
pilot for former interior minister Miguel Rodriguez Torres, a
retired general who has since fallen out with the president.

Hoax or real? 
Leaders of the opposition MUD coalition said there was not

yet enough information to comment. “Some people say it is a
hoax, some say it is real, some say that it was police personnel
who really are fed up,” opposition legislative speaker Julio
Borges told reporters. “Whatever it is, it is very serious. It all
points to one conclusion: that the situation in Venezuela is
unsustainable.”

Defense affairs specialist Rocio San Miguel said it was
unlikely that “a military uprising is occurring.” Maduro last
week said he had replaced the heads of the army, navy, central
strategic command and the military police. “It is possible that
the helicopter incident was organized by the government,
whether to distract attention... or provoke a reaction from the
middle ranks in order to continue purging the security forces,”
said Venezuelan analyst Diego Moya-Ocampos of London-
based economic research group IHS Markit. —AFP

TURMERO: This photo provided by Heibort Barrios
shows people running off with meat from a butcher
shop, as an employee reaches to close the shop
entrance. —AP


