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ABU SAMRAH, Qatar : A general view of the Qatari side of the Abu Samrah border crossing with Saudi Arabia. On June 5, Saudi Arabia and its allies cut all diplomatic ties with Qatar,
pulling their ambassadors from the gas-rich emirate and giving its citizens a two-week deadline to leave their territory. The measures also included closing Qatar’s only land border,
banning its planes from using their airspace and barring Qatari nationals from transiting through their airports. — AFP 

DUBAI: The ruler of Dubai has taken to
verse to urge Qatar to concede to the
demands of Saudi Arabia and its allies for an
end to a crippling embargo. Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, who is
also vice president and prime minister of the
United Arab Emirates, is the latest in a long
line of world leaders to turn poetry to con-
vey their message. In the poem, posted on
Instagram late on Wednesday, Sheikh
Mohammed urged Qatar to abandon its
independent foreign policy and return to
the Gulf fold. “Of one origin, people, exis-
tence/one flesh and blood, one land and
faith,” he wrote.

“Yet Qatar turns to the nearby stranger,
to the weak,” he added, alluding to Doha’s
refusal to join the Riyadh-led boycott of
Tehran. “Now is the time to unite, one
heart/to protect one another beyond hate.”
The poem garnered more than 80,000 likes
overnight. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and its allies Egypt and Bahrain sev-
ered all ties with Qatar on June 5, accusing it
of support for extremist groups-a claim Doha
denies. They closed their airspace to Qatari
carriers and blocked the emirate’s only land
border, a vital route for its food imports.

They also ordered all Qataris to leave and
their own nationals to return home.

Last week, Riyadh laid down a list of 13
“non-negotiable” demands for Doha, includ-
ing ending its support for the Muslim
Brotherhood, the closure of Al-Jazeera tele-
vision, a downgrade of diplomatic ties with
Iran and the shutdown of a Turkish military
base in the emirate. The UAE ambassador to
Russia Omar Ghobash warned in comments
published by Britain’s Guardian newspaper
on Tuesday that Qatar could face further
sanctions if it failed to meet the demands. 

Sheikh Mohammed is by no means the
first world leader to turn to poetry. Former
US president Jimmy Carter is a published
poet. Barack Obama dabbled in poetry in
the 1980s and his successor Donald Trump
is now the unintentional author of a compi-
lation of tweets and quotes entitled “Bard of
the Deal: The poetry of Donald Trump”.
Bosnian Serb psychiatrist-turned-politician
Radovan Karadzic, sentenced to 40 years in
jail by a UN court last year for his part in the
1995 genocide of Muslims in the town of
Srebrenica, also fancied himself as a poet,
releasing a collection of poetry and a novel,
“Miraculous Chronicles of the Night”. —AFP 

ANKARA: The defense minister of Qatar is to
visit its ally Turkey today, state media report-
ed, as Ankara resists pressure to shutter a
military base in the emirate’s unresolved
row with Gulf neighbors. Hamad bin Ali Al-
Attiyah will meet with Turkish Defense
Minister Fikri Isik at the defense ministry in
Ankara, the state-run news agency Anadolu
said yesterday. Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Egypt and Bahrain
announced on June 5 the suspension of
political, economic and diplomatic ties with
Qatar, accusing the emirate of support for
extremist groups. Doha denies the claims
and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has said there is no basis to the allegations
and offered Qatar Turkey’s support.  

Turkey has provided food and other aid
via hundreds of planes and a cargo ship,
although Ankara’s attempts to mediate
between the sides have so far come to noth-
ing. Crucially, Ankara is also setting up a mili-
tary base on the emirate that is set to give
Turkey a new foothold in the Gulf. A bill was
fast-tracked through the Turkish parliament
this month as the crisis broke out giving
Ankara a mandate to send up to several
thousand troops to the base.

An initial contingent of 23 soldiers and
five armored vehicles arrived in Qatar on
June 22. Last week Riyadh and its allies
issued 13 demands to Qatar, including the
shutdown of the Turkish military base, or

face further sanctions. Erdogan hit back at
the Saudi-led demands, calling the sweep-
ing demands “against international law” and
saying that asking for the withdrawal of
Turkish troops from Qatar was a “disrespect
to Turkey.” Yet Ankara has also been careful
not to directly criticize Riyadh and previous-
ly urged the kingdom to lead attempts to
solve the crisis.— AFP 
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DOHA: Ali Bin Smaikh Al-Marri, chair-
man of Qatar’s National Human Rights
Commission gives a press conference in
Doha. Al-Marri, said his group would
take action against Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain,
employing Swiss lawyers to seek com-
pensation for those impacted by the
decision of Gulf countries to cut ties
with the emirate. — AFP 


