
Igot the habit of saying ‘that fear should be there’ from a
friend of mine and I realized that after a while when you
constantly use a phrase it turns into a catchphrase and

when people around you listen to it, they start using it and
the circle continues. Have you ever given this a thought, since
childhood we all know that one person we are scared of or
dislike. Reason? Don’t know, we just don’t like that person on
the basis of what we have heard or what they have done to
others and this becomes a kind of catchphrase that we end
up doing and we also spread the word, why others should
stay away from that person, without a legit reason.

So many people belonging from one country dislike peo-
ple from another country without any logical reason or
maybe because what their father’s father’s father must have
done years ago. We are taught at school and home of how
that person from that particular country is bad, is a terrorist or
a robber or poor or rich because he belongs to that country.
Stereotyping people has always been an issue for both
assailant and victim. Assailants are also taught at home or
school or from their surroundings the reason to hate people
or why it is okay to do bad to people, because their ancestors
did something to us a long time ago.

We can all agree that when a foreigner looks at an Indian
we simply decide that he/she is poor and comes from some
village. When a foreigner roams on the streets of India people
assume they are very rich and give them a star struck feel by
clicking pictures with them. Turns out that Indian you judged

earns double your income and that foreigner has saved as
much money as anyone else to make this trip to India afford-
able for their family. 

When did we turn out to be so judgmental? Just because
a country has rape cases, doesn’t make everyone a rapist. Just
because some foolish people from a country slaughtered
innocent people, doesn’t make everyone a terrorist. Just
because once upon a time, their ancestor looted your coun-
try, doesn’t make this man a robber. Just because someone
did something 100 years ago doesn’t mean they don’t
deserve forgiveness. 

Maybe some acts cannot be forgiven but will this world be
a better place if we don’t?  Why is there so much hatred? I
don’t know. Hatred spreads faster than love. Just because
someone belongs from a country struck by war doesn’t mean
we leave them to their fate. What have we turned into?
Zombies, already? We are humans, the first thing you should
teach your child is the reason behind what and why you do it. 

Hating or disliking someone has become a catchphrase
and not a good one. 

It is not okay or right to kill or take away someone’s life or
harm anyone physically or mentally for that matter. Maybe
that person did something really wrong to you but if you do
the same, what makes you any different than him/her? There
are ways to deal with things and I’m very sure violence isn’t
one of them. Judging people isn’t one of them. We need to
learn to forgive. 

We need to stop stereotyping everything and everyone.
We need to have better conscious of what we are doing and
what is the reason behind it. We need to stand up for the
sake of love and truth, because we care and it’s humane to be
kind no matter how harsh the world is. That fear to stand up
and question what’s right and wrong shouldn’t be there.
Change starts small; it starts from you and what you teach the
future generation. ‘That fear should not be there’. 
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Fires in Kuwait

The series of fires in Kuwait do not seem to end,
and hardly a week passes without reports of fires
making headlines, especially if the damage is

severe and innocent lives are lost. This raises a ques-
tion about the causes of fires and what should be
done to avoid negative effects on the environment
and people’s health. Sometimes, the reasons for the
blazes are either incomprehensible or not announced
to the public - like the repeated fires at the Shadadiya
university site or the tire dump. 

The people of Kuwait have been puzzled and
haven’t found an answer since 2013, when the first fire
broke out at the university site, followed by five other
blazes. Despite the formation of several investigation
committees, the probes into each of the six fires did
not result in a satisfactory conclusion - other than
blaming cigarettes! Of course there are rumors and
people talk about the beneficiaries, but nothing official
has been done to punish the culprits. It’s unfortunate.
In 2009, one of the worst humanitarian disasters
occurred in Kuwait - the “funeral wedding” blaze in
Jahra, in which 58 women and children were killed, in
addition to dozens injured. The suspect was sentenced
to death by hanging and was executed this year. 

No one can deny the efforts of the Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate - it is in a state of constant alert,
and its personnel are exposed to great risk.
Controlling fires is a shared duty of everyone. 

The KFSD reports that at least one intentional fire
breaks out daily in the country. Statistics reveal that
409 deliberate fires occurred in 2016, an average of
1.1 fires every day. According to statistics, Jahra was at
the forefront of arson incidents, with 150 fires, fol-
lowed by Farwaniya with 96, Ahmadi 95, Capital 25,
Hawally with 24 and finally Mubarak Al-Kabeer. 

These are large numbers for a small country and
finding the reasons is essential. The responsibility lies
not only on government bodies such as the fire
department, but also on the members of the society.
Safety is a responsibility and a partnership among all,
especially since there have been a number of fires in
which young children have lost their lives due to the
negligence of the parents or lack of attention to secu-
rity and safety conditions in the house or pool. 

A fire broke out at the new opera house in the capi-
tal in February, but the causes are unknown to all. A
few days ago, a fire broke out at the Credit Bank in
South Surra. Officials have called for an investigation
into the causes of the blaze. The question here is how
long it will take until everyone knows the causes of
the fire and if the criminals will be punished. 

Official reports indicate that most fires are caused
by electric short circuits, followed by children messing
with thermal sources, flammable materials, throwing
lighted cigarette butts, excessive electric loads, put-
ting a heat source near flammable materials and final-
ly forgetting about utensils on the stove. 

I believe that the series of fires will not stop and it is
very important that these incidents are reviewed by
strict investigation committees to hold perpetrators
accountable through legal channels.

Public awareness is very important, especially for
domestic helpers, who have to be informed about the
best ways to handle electric appliances. Smokers have
to be warned that throwing a lighted cigarette butt
can cause a great fire. All storage companies shouldn’t
neglect security and safety conditions and non-com-
pliant companies should be punished. This is a shared
duty of all.
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In my view

Childhood discrimination

There is an issue that must be addressed. For too
long, this sector of our society has remained silent,
unheard of. I am talking about people who have

dreams, just like you me. They are passionate and pure -
they just have to do it in their own way. The world was
not cut out for them as cleanly as ours. We are selfish to
think that our lives are difficult. What about theirs?

I am talking about people who have a different neuro-
logical pathway: Autism. Down syndrome. Slow learners.
Deaf. Blind. Mute. And those with many more ‘problems’.
I am talking to those who day in and day out suffer, and
yet, as eloquently as I can put it, take it as normal. No, this
is not normal.

When we are young, our parents slaved away to clear
out any and every problem we had. It’s great, but have
you seen the suffering they have to go through to ensure
that they can do everything they can? Caged up in a
choking white office with the A/C throbbing and giving
up faced with the relentless summer heat for nine hours
or more - you might have thought that they didn’t love
you when you were younger. Did they prefer having a
job more than you? And then you realize how powerful a
single green-tinged sheet of paper can be, and how hard
you have to work just to earn a fraction of it. 

Now think how hard the parents have had to work to
support the children, beautiful and innocent, who have
been given a different mindset? Think of the extra costs
of speech therapy, ASL courses, tutors, lessons... Think of
all the time the parents missed out during the child’s
youth - not knowing how to help them, and so paying
experts to help their child. 

From personal experience, I attended a meeting
which discussed this issue. The atmosphere was striking
in the humid room - the parents appeared calm and col-
lected, despite (as Mutairi put it) 1.5 to 2 percent of every
100 Kuwaiti children have autism. But in Kuwait, expat
parents face additional hardships. The special schools
denied them admission because they weren’t Kuwaiti,
and services were really expensive as well. And the pitiful
bickering continued. 

However, this is not the matter of being a Kuwaiti... it’s
about a child. How hard is it to help a child, expat or not?!
How can we be denied of such rights? Why is this a busi-
ness? It should not be this difficult. This is just immoral,
no matter how you try to bend the truth. Because at the
end, denying a child with dreams and hopes is no differ-
ent from murder.

Now, what about schools? Well, we are a community,
a society. We should not be segregated. So please just
bring down the barriers between ‘us’ and ‘them’. We are
a single entity - sure, these children may require more
time with their tutors, but please, lower the barrier. 

Dear brothers and sisters, I know I have gone quite
harsh on this, and frankly I wanted to add more - a lot
more. However I felt this article should portray the pas-
sion so that this issue can be highlighted. To parents - I
know it is difficult, but I urge you not to lose hope. Your
children will blossom, and they will be the most beautiful
of all. However, it’s not like I thought that you would ever
give up - you are strong - and God has gifted this to you,
because he knows that you are most deserving.


